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Douglas O-2H, 29-381, of the 112th Observation Squadron, 37th Division, Ohio National Guard, Hopkins Airport, Cleveland, Ohio, in 1931. 
This aircraft had a light blue fuselage, yellow wings and tail surfaces (including the vertical fin), and the number 8 in black on both sides of 
the vertical fin. All i.d. information on the fuselage sides was also in black. 
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Douglas O-38E, 34-15, of the 116th Observation Squadron, 41st Division, Washington National Guard, Felts Field, Spokane, Washington, in 
1938. This aircraft had a light blue fuselage, yellow wings and tail surfaces (including the vertical fin), and the number 3, in white, on both sides 
of the rear fuselage. The skis were in natural metal finish. 
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North American O-47A, 38-303, of the 118th Observation Squadron, 43rd Division, Connecticut National Guard, Brainart Field, Hartford. C 
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in 1939. This aircraft had a natural metal finish with a black anti-glare panel, a black wing walk, a black number 10 on the vertical eae ag, 
black radio call number (8303). á 
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Foreword 


| was at our local Air Guard base a few days ago and, while walking through the hangar, met one of the unit's old timers. 
He was a Chief Master Sergeant and unit charter member, and this was his last duty weekend before retirement. 

As we chatted about the Air Guard, and particularly about our own unit, a small group gathered. The conversation 
meandered, eventually covering the unit's full history from early winter days before our Mustangs could be housed in their 
own hangar, to the present, when every one of our RF-4's are hangared and maintained in a controlled environment. 

We talked of being activated during the Korean conflict, of the first Air Guard gunnery meets, of the arrival of our first jet 
aircraft (F-94A's and F-94B's), of the “mysteries” of radar and all-weather intercepts, of radar ranging and lock-ons, and of 
the search for radar observers and their welcome integration into the unit's aircrew team. We talked also of summer 
camps at Volk Field, Wisconsin, and Casper, Wyoming, of F-94C’s and 2.75 FFAR’s, of “beam” intercepts, of being able 
to go supersonic (straight down), of F-89J's, of the MB-1 Genie, of nuclear capability, and of full-time air defense alert. We 
talked of Deuces (F-102's) and Falcon missiles, of winning William Tell, of the F-101 and supersonic “snap-ups,” of the 
arrival of the first RF-4C's, of the switch from Air Defense Command to Tactical Air Command, and of the switch from Air 
Defense to Tactical Reconnaissance. We even reflected on a great deployment to Germany and the pride of being named 
one of the select group of units assigned to the Rapid Deployment Force (RDF). 

At one point, | stopped to ask one of the group about his young son, as | had enjoyed watching him play high school 
football. He replied proudly that, upon graduation, the son had joined the unit and had only recently returned from basic 
training. Another of the group added that his son, too, had done the same—and in fact, the two of them had gone through 
basic together. 

These new additions represented, to me, a unique new generation of sons and daughters who are presently giving the 
Guard a new vitality. In many cases they represent not only second generation Air Guard personnel, but also third 
generation! 

The Master Sergeant and | covered a lot of history during those few minutes. Some thirty-five years, in fact, had been 
recounted. As we were breaking up, | asked him what he would do if he could go back all those years and start over. 
Without hesitation he stated that he would not change a thing; it had been a tremendously rewarding experience. He had 
served with good people who had pride in their work, their equipment, their state, and their country. 

Thinking back on those few minutes, I've concluded that you could walk across the hangars of any one of the ninety-one 
flying units in the Air Guard and find a similar group, talking about similar memories and having the same pride in their 
respective units. Some units would, in fact, probably have significantly more history than ours to offer, for some, as is 
documented in this book, can claim origins that predate Jenny trainers and other World War One types. 

This book is about those Air Guard flying units. Having developed into what has been called the “Best Reserve Force in 
the World,” they constitute a unique organization; one that without a draft or a war has constantly maintained a strength of 
nearly 100%; one that has in its inventory over twenty percent of the United States Air Force’s combat aircraft; and one 
that maintains an excellent degree of combat readiness in a diversity of missions which range from tactical 
reconnaissance to strategic refueling and search and rescue. 

Every Air Guard man and woman, past, present, and future, as well as aviation enthusiasts around the world, owes a 
debt of gratitude to René J. Francillon. This book is unquestionably an outstanding history of the Air National Guard and 
will remain the primary reference on the subject for many, many years to come. 

René has taken myriad units, aircraft types, conversions, activations, and other Air Guard elements and assimilated 
them so that a definitive reference has resulted. The format permits a clear understanding of the evolution of the Air 
Guard. The photo selection, alone, is worth the price of admission. 

All of the pre-World War Two Air Guardsmen are gone from the ranks now, as are most of the legions of World War Two- 
vintage pilots, crew chiefs, and support personnel. Relatively few Korean conflict veterans remain and for the most part, 
the decorations you see on the uniforms of today’s Air Guardsmen were won in the skies and on the battlefields of Vietnam 

Already their sons and daughters are picking up the tools and manning the planes. Their future is bright. These fine 
young Americans will add new chapters to the Air Guard story, and continue a heritage that goes back to the Minutemen 
and over three hundred years of service to their communities, their states, and the nation. 


Wayne C. Gatlin, 
Maj. Gen., Minn. ANG 
Chief of Staff for Air 


serosa Saat 


North American P-51D, 44-74825, flying over Treasure Island 24 June 1951. The pilot was Brig. Gen. John Felton Turner, C.O. 
144th Ftr. Wing. wiliam T. Larkins 


Preface and Acknowlegements 


The citizen-soldier concept, which forms 
the basis of the National Guard and the Air 
National Guard of the United States, is also 
relied upon by the small European nation of 
Switzerland, where | was educated, to defend 
its neutrality. My interest in this concept, 
latent during my early years, was eventually 
sparked twelve years ago when | was 
researching the history of the series of 
Douglas observation biplanes which formed 
the mainstay of the National Guard observa- 
tion squadrons during most of the twenties 
and thirties. 

The subject of this book, the history of the 
Air National Guard and of its flying units 
since Guardsmen first flew in the service of 
their states and nation, is a vast one. For- 
tunately, information available to the serious 
researcher is plentiful. In fact, organizing the 
available data presented far more difficulties 
than gathering it. The format selected for 
this book consists of three main parts. Part | 
is intended to provide a brief historical intro- 
duction to the National Guard and, from the 
national point of view, the history of aviation 
in the Air National Guard. Part II consists of 
historical synopses, one for each of the fly- 
ing squadrons serving, or having served, in 
the Air National Guard. Finally, Part Ill 
surveys the types of mission aircraft 
operated by the Air National Guard and iden- 
tifies the periods during which each of these 
types was assigned to Guard squadrons. In 
addition, a special section contains selected 


unit patches and markings of representa- 
tive aircraft. 

Research for this book was greatly facili- 
tated by the outstanding cooperation of all 
ANG squadrons/groups/wings and their state 
headquarters, and of individual Guard 
members. Much help was also extended by 
the National Guard Bureau, the National 
Guard Association of the United States, the 
Office of Air National Guard History, and the 
Air Force Service Information and News 
Center. Other valuable information was 
gathered from public documents, notably An- 
nual Reports of the Militia Bureau/National 
Guard Bureau. 

To illustrate this book, | was able to select 
from a collection of some 2,000 photographs 
supplied by scores of enthusiasts, Guard 
units, the 1361st Audiovisual Squadron of 
the USAF, the National Air & Space Museum, 
and MAGHA-Michigan Air Guard Historical 
Association. Contributors of photographs 
are too numerous to be listed here individual- 
ly, but all photographs used in this book 
have been credited to their originators. 
Whether or not the photographs they contri- 
buted were finally used, | wish to thank most 
sincerely each and every one of the indi- 
viduals and organizations who assisted me in 
this task. | must, however, single out three 
individuals whose help was truly outstand- 
ing: Major General Wayne C. Gatlin, Chief of 
Staff, Minnesota Air National Guard, who 
contributed many outstanding photographs 


from his personal collection; and my two 
long-time friends, Peter J. Mancus (Cloud 9 
Photography) and David W. Menard, who 
shared willingly their considerable collec- 
tions and unearthed for me many valuable 
photographs. 

| am also very much indebted to Robert B. 
Casari for his contribution of photographs 
and information on the early days of aviation 
in the Guard. Likewise, | benefited immensely 
from the comments and suggestions received 
from Gen. Joe. F. Meis, Assistant Secretary 
of the Air Force, Robert C. Mikesh, and B.C. 
Reed, who read early versions of my manu- 
script. Likewise, the final review of the type- 
script by Maj. Gen. Wayne C. Gatlin, H. L. 
James, David W. Menard and Norman E. 
Taylor proved invaluable. | also owe a special 
debt to Captain David P. Swearingen, former- 
ly with the Idaho ANG and now with the 
California ANG, for his patient understanding 
of all my requests and for making possible a 
backseat ride in an RF-4C of the 190th 
TRS/124th TRG. Finally, the whole project 
reached lift off speed on the enthusiastic 
boost of Jay Miller and the team of final con- 
tributors— foremost among them is Norman 
Taylor— which he brought along in pub- 
lishing this book. 

Of course behind it all there was and is 
C.A. McKenzie. | hope that seeing this book 
in print, at last, will somewhat vindicate her 
patience toward the mania of her husband 
(a.k.a. her “cantankerous old goat”)! 


An appropriate nose art stating the author's wife's status during the course of the writing of this book! This is, 
of course, a North American F-100C, 54-1984, of the 174th TFS, lowa ANG. Don Spering 
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The Fight at Concord Bridge, 19 April, 1775, during which Minutemen stood their ground against Lord Percy's redcoats. 


Copyrighted painting by A. Lassell Ripley, The Paul Revere Life Insurance Company 


Part I: 


Chapter 1: 


National Guard 


Aviation in the Guard—The National Scene 


Background History of the 


The Air National Guard is the world’s fifth 
largest air force, surpassed only by the 
Soviet Voenno-Vozdushniye Sily, the United 
States Air Force, the United States Navy and 
Marine Corps, and China’s Air Force of the 
People’s Liberation Army. It had an inventory 
of 1,636 combat and transport aircraft and a 
personnel strength of 98,293 officers and 
men at the end of Fiscal Year 1981 (30 Sep- 
tember 1981). It is composed of flying and 
non-flying units in all fifty states, the District 
of Columbia and Puerto Rico, as well as of 
non-flying units in Guam and the Virgin 
Islands, having status as both federal and 
state military forces. In peacetime these 
units, with the exception of those from the 
District of Columbia, have the governor of 
their state as commander-in-chief whereas, 
when called to federal active duty, the presi- 
dent of the United States fulfills this role. 

Under the “Total Force” policy, first im- 
plemented in 1973, the Air National Guard is 
a combat ready force that is immediately 
available for mobilization to support active 
Air Force requirements. In addition to the 
mobilization ready forces, it supports USAF 
missions in a non-mobilization status in the 
European and Middle East area and the Ice 
Cap in Greenland. 

While its federal role has been steadily 
strengthened, the Air National Guard of each 
state remains constitutionally a state- 
administered military force. Its state mission 
is to provide units organized, equipped and 
trained to function effectively in the protec- 
tion of life (such as by flying search and 
rescue missions) and property (such as by 
providing specially-fitted C-130’s to fight 
forest fires) and the preservation of peace, 
order and public safety (for example, by air- 
lifting riot-control units) under competent 
orders of federal or state authorities. 

Even though this book deals only with the 
ANG flying units, it is appropriate to note 
that these units (91 squadrons, and the 24 
wings and 67 groups to which they are at- 
tached) are only a small portion of the 1,053 
units constituting the total strength of the 
Air National Guard. Non-flying ANG units, in- 
cluding notably aeromedicai evacuation 
flights and squadrons, clinics and hospitals, 
security flights, consolidated aircraft main- 
tenance squadrons, aerial port flights and 
squadrons, communications/electronics 
units, civil engineering units (Red Horse and 
Prime Beef), weather units, state head- 
quarters, etc., perform a vital support role 
without which the flying units could not 
fulfill their missions and “fight and fly.” 

The unique dual status of the Air National 
Guard, and of its counterpart the Army Na- 
tional Guard, is rooted in the concept of the 
privilege and responsibility of able-bodied 
citizens of the United States to be ready at 
all times to bear arms, under federal control, 
for the common defense, and to augment 
civil authorities, under state control, during 
disasters and disturbances that exceed 
capabilities of civilian agencies. 

To place the development of aviation in 
the Guard in its proper historical perspec- 
tive, and for readers who may not be familiar 
with the origins of the National Guard, the 


first two chapters of this book provide a 
brief introduction to the history and tradi- 
tions of the National Guard and the Air Na- 
tional Guard. 

One hundred and forty years before the 
United States of America declared its inde- 
pendence, home defense units (‘‘train 
bands”) in several Massachusetts Bay 
Colony settlements were incorporated into 
the Colony’s first formally-structured military 
force, the Old North Regiment or Middlesex 
County Militia Regiment. (Thus, it is that the 
182nd Infantry of the Massachusetts 
National Guard can today proudly trace its 
ancestry to 1636.) In the years that followed, 
more units were formed in the colonies and, 
as part of the Colonial Organized Militia, 
fought alongside the King’s Regulars in King 
William’s War (1689-97), Queen Anne’s War 
(1701-13), King George’s War (1744-48), and 
the French-and-Indian War (1745-63). 

The next significant development in the 
history of the Organized Militia—the true 
forebear of the modern National Guard— 
took place in 1775, when the Second Con- 
tinental Congress formally organized the 
militias raised by the several colonies into 
the overall defense force of the country. On 
the 19th of April 1755, 130 “minute men” of 
the Lexington Company of the Massachu- 
setts Volunteer Militia under the command 
of Captain John Parker “fired the shot heard 
‘round the world”: the forebears of today’s 
Guardsmen had begun a long tradition of 
service to their nation. 

Quickly the formations of volunteers, 
recruited and officered by the thirteen states 
to form individual state lines,' became the 
nucleus of the Continental Line under the 
command of Gen. George Washington. 
Coming from the militia himself, the nation’s 
father had become a full colonel in 
command of the 1st Regiment of the 
Organized Militia, Colony of Virginia, after 
unsuccessfully seeking a Crown’s com- 
mission in the King’s Regulars. Eventually, 
some 165,000 of the 396,000 troops raised 
during the Revolutionary War for Gen. 
Washington came from the States’ Lines. 
Personnel recruitment for these units was 
through volunteering and was expedited by 
bounties and pressures of state laws for 
compulsory military service. In addition, the 
thirteen states organized Home Guard units 
which provided locally-limited support for the 
troops of the Continental Line; these units, 
however, cannot be considered as being 
forebears of today’s Guardsmen as their 
duty had a much narrower scope. 

After the United States had won its 
independence, the Continental Line was dis- 
banded because it was argued that no regu- 
lar army would be needed, and the troops 
returned to their homes. It was not until the 
first session of the First Congress in 1789 
that the need for the establishment of troops 
in the service of the United States was 
recognized. Three years later the provision 
for and recognition of the militia, which was 
included in the second amendment of the 
Bill of Rights,? was further clarified in the 
Federal Militia Act of 8 May 1792. 

According to this Act, the federal govern- 


ment was to organize and arm “a well- 
regulated militia,” and the states were to 
provide officers and control. No action was 
taken, however, and for several years troops 
were separately formed and trained by each 
state entirely under state control. Further 
developments took place in 1795, when Con- 
gress gave the president authority to call out 
the militia in cases of invasion and other 
emergencies, and in 1808, when legislation 
provided for $200,000 in federal aid to be 
paid annually to the states to support forces 
remaining under their control. 

In 1789 President John Adams was author- 
ized to call up 50,000 officers and militiamen 
for planned offensive operations against the 
French in Louisiana and Florida. This war, 
however, ended after only a few naval en- 
gagements and the troops were demobilized. 
During the following century, militia troops 
were called four times to serve their nation 
during major incidents. In the War of 
1812-1815 against Great Britain, troops from 
the Organized Militia on extended active 
duty accounted for almost half of the total 
force available at the time of peak strength 
and, during the battle of New Orleans (the 
final U.S. victory in January 1815), more than 
sixty percent of General Andrew Jackson's 
troops belonged to the Tennessee and Ken- 
tucky Regiments and to the Louisiana Artil- 
lerymen and Infantrymen. 

The next federal call that went to all the 
states—more limited calls having been made 
during the intervening period to provide 
troops in Indian wars—was caused by the 
war with Mexico, April 1846-March 1848. In- 
itially Gen. Zachary Taylor's regular troops 
were supplemented by citizen-soldiers of the 
Republic of Texas and by other militia units 
from neighboring states. Later, during the 
same war, President James Polk was author- 
ized to call up to 50,000 volunteers for twelve 
months or for the duration. Eventually, just 
over eighty percent of the American troops 
operating against Mexico served with the 
Volunteer Regiments and the smaller units 
from twenty-four states. 

By far the largest call made on the Organ- 
ized Militia during the Nineteenth Century 
was brought about by the Civil War as the 
armies of the United States of America and 
the Confederate States of America both 
relied mainly on militia troops. In the Union, 
ninety percent of the aggregate equivalent of 
2,080 regiments serving during the war 
volunteered into the Organized Militia of the 
individual states and were inducted into 
federal service. The Organized Militia (Na- 
tional Guard) of the State of New York alone 
provided, as befitted the most populous 
state in the Union, the equivalent of 294 
regiments, 25 companies and 35 batteries 
whereas the regular army fielded only the 
equivalent of 135 regiments, 22 companies 
and 11 batteries. With the Confederacy, the 
role of the militiamen was even more signi- 
ficant as only eleven of the grand aggregate 
of 764 regiments taking part in “The War 
Between the States” carried Confederate 
States Army designations; the Organizec 
Militia of the Commonwealth of Virginia led 
the pack with 90 regiments, 21 battalions 
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and 53 batteries. The price paid, however, 
was horrendous as battle deaths, for regular 
and militia units, reached an estimated total 
of 140,414 Union officers and men and 
74,524 Confederate personnel; more than 
twice aS many troops on both sides had 
been wounded. 

After Appomattox, the troops of the late 
Confederate States of America were dis- 
armed and disbanded while within eight 
months eighty percent of the 1,000,000 of- 
ficers and men serving in the Union Army at 
the end of the Civil War were mustered out. 
During the next twenty-five years the 
Organized Militia played only a small role in 
the development of the nation and the 
Regulars carried the brunt of the respon- 
sibility for military actions against Indians. 
While the population of the United States 
grew by leaps and bounds, personnel 
strength of the Organized Militia increased 
slowly from the post-Civil War nadir until 
1893 when the aggregate strength of the 
Organized Militia (National Guard) of all the 
states and territories reached 112,507 offi- 
cers and men (of which twenty-two percent 
served in units organized in the eleven 
states which had formed the Confederacy). 

The slow increase in strength was due 
mainly to the lack of external threats—with 
only the citizen-soldiers in western states 
and territories being called upon occasion- 
ally to fight Indians until federal troops 
arrived— and to the unpopularity of the need 
for the Organized Militia to maintain order in 
their own states during periods of labor 
unrest (notably during the Great Railroad 
Strike of 1877). Furthermore, almost seventy 
years after Congress had authorized annual 
appropriations of $200,000 in federal aid to 
the Organized Militia, funds made available 
for this purpose had increased only to 
$400,000 while the national population had 
increased eightfold. 
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Nevertheless, the National Guard? was 
called into active duty one further time in 
the Nineteenth Century. On 15 February 1898 
the battleship Maine exploded and sank in 
Havana Harbor and the long tension 
between Spain and the United States quickly 
reached war fever with Congress declaring 
war on 24 April. The previous day, President 
William McKinley addressed a Call to the 
States for 125,000 men from their National 
Guard units. Eventually, the National Guard 
contributed almost 173,000 officers and men 
who fought in Cuba, Puerto Rico and the 
Philippines, and served in the United States 
until the late summer of 1899. 

During the Spanish-American War the 
regular army had been reinforced not only by 
National Guard units but also by U.S. vol- 
unteer regiments directly recruited by the 
federal government and manned to a large 
extent by ex-militiamen. Following the end of 
the war, serious attempts were made to 
downgrade the role of the National Guard to 
a mere training school, and to a recruiting 


preserve for the United States Volunteer Army. 
This nearly occurred even though the sup- 
porters of the National Guard pointed out 
that the regular army had never won a major 
war without the active assistance of the 
Organized Militia/National Guard. Fortun- 
ately for the future of the Guard, these 
attempts failed and the Dick Act of 21 Jan- 
uary 1903 set the foundations on which 
today’s National Guard and Air National 
Guard are based. 

This Act, for the first time, provided a 
clearly defined federal legal differentiation 
between the organized strength of the Na- 
tional Guard and the unorganized, militarily- 
obligated manpower within statutory ages. 
Moreover, it provided the National Guard 
with both state and federal support and stip- 
ulated that within five years after the signing 


of the law “...the organization, armament, 
and discipline of the Organized Militia... 
shall be the same as that which is now, or 
may hereafter be prescribed, for the regular 
and volunteer armies of the United States.” 
The states were assigned the responsibility 
of furnishing personnel and armory facilities. 
The federal government became responsible 
for issuing arms and equipment to the Guard 
without charge and for providing instructors 
and inspection teams detailed from the 
regular army. Furthermore, federal appropria- 
tions were to be used for military stores, pro- 
fessional publications, pay and subsistence 
during joint maneuvers with the regular army 
and attendance at Fort Leavenworth and the 
Army War College, and for ammunition for 
target practice during summer encampments 
at regular army posts. 

From then on, the National Guard devel- 
oped into well-organized and adequately 
trained units. Their supervision within the Of- 
fice of the Secretary of War was first en- 
trusted to the Division of Militia Affairs, 
which was established on 12 February 1908. 
General Order No. 24, dated 6 July 1916, pur- 
suant to the National Defense Act of 3 June 
1916, reorganized the Division into the Militia 
Bureau. In 1933 the name was changed to 
National Guard Bureau. As detailed in 
subsequent chapters, the Division/ Bureau 
oversaw the organization and development 
of aviation units in the Guard and, today, the 
director, Air National Guard, reports to the 
chief, National Guard Bureau (NGB). The 
last-mentioned office is a Joint Bureau of 
the Departments of the Army and the Air 
Force and channels the communications 
between the states and these departments. 
Its chief, a lieutenant general, is appointed 
by the president, with the advice and con- 
sent of the senate, from a list of National 
Guard officers recommended by the respec- 
tive governors. 
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of Bull Run, Union forces made limited use of 


Chapter 2: The Birth of 
National Guard Aviation 


Burgess-Dunne seaplane of the Second Battalion, New York Naval Militia, flying over the Hudson River in the summer of 1916. National Air & Space Museum 


On 9 June 1861, shortly before the first 
Battle of Bull Run, James Allen and Dr. 
William H. Helme of the First Regiment, 
Rhode Island Militia, made an ascent in a 
balloon over Washington, D.C. to observe 
Confederate forces across the Potomac. 
While their feat did not affect the course of 
Civil War events, it marked the start of 
military aviation in the United States. 
Accordingly, Guardsmen can proudly claim 
that two of their forebears showed the way 
to the regulars. Balloons were used a few 
more times during the Civil War, notably by 
Union forces during the crossing of the Rap- 
pahannock River in December 1862 and at 
the battle of Chancellorsville in April-May 
1863, but U.S. military interest in this new in- 
strument of war remained almost nonexist- 
ent during the following thirty-five years. 

Thirteen months after making the world’s 
first powered, sustained and controlled flight 
at Kitty Hawk, North Carolina, on 17 Decem- 
ber 1903, the Wright brothers attempted to 
interest the U.S. Army in their airplane. Their 
efforts, however, were frustrated by the lack 
of understanding of the military potential of 
heavier-than-air machines displayed by the 
members of the Army Board of Ordinance 
and Fortification. It was only in February 
1908 that they were rewarded by the placing 
of an order for the first U.S. military aircraft. 
Delivered to Fort Myer, Virginia, on 20 
August 1908, this aircraft was first 
demonstrated in flight by Orville Wright two 
weeks later. In the afternoon of 17 Septem- 
ber, the airplane crashed, injuring Orville and 
killing his passenger, Lt. Thomas E. 


Selfridge. In spite of this first military air 
casualty, the Wright Flyer was rebuilt and on 
2 August 1909, was officially accepted, giv- 
ing the United States the world’s first mili- 
tary airplane. 

Guardsmen had already begun evincing 
much interest in aviation as on 30 April 1908, 
seventeen officers and men‘ of the 1st Com- 
pany, Signal Corps, New York National 
Guard, had been placed under the command 
of Major Oscar Erlandsen to form an 
“Aeronautic Corps.” Twice during the first 
month of existence of the “Aeronautic 
Corps” its New York Guardsmen were 
privileged to receive instruction by means of 
then modern training techniques. First Lts. 
Frank Lahm and Thomas Selfridge, the first 
officers selected to learn to fly the yet to be 
delivered Wright airplane, and Leo A. 
Stevens, a civilian who had a balloon factory 
in New York, used a movie film of a Farman 
airplane, and lantern slides, to illustrate their 
training lectures. During the next three years 
concrete progress was slow as the National 
Guard lacked funds to finance a venture 
which most people considered ludicrous. 
The Guardsmen did learn to assemble and 
handle a 35,000-cubic foot balloon under the 
guidance of Leo Stevens; however, the first 
balloon ascent by one of their members, if 
indeed one was made officially, has re- 
mained unrecorded. Most of the Guardsmen’s 
duty time was spent receiving standard 
Signal Corps training in signaling, firearms 
practice, equitation and field services. 

Following the acceptance of the Wright 
Flyer by the regulars, Guard interest in aero- 


nautics increased markedly but the subse- 
quent events are confused by claims and 
counter claims by Guard units of the various 
states. Most claims regarding the formation 
of aeronautic units remain largely unsub- 
stantiated as often they only reflected the 
dream of early civilian flyers to place their 
aeronautical experience at the disposal of 
the Guard and of their country. However, in 
most instances these aspirations were not 
carried forth. Perusal of contemporary docu- 
ments has brought to light many attempts 
and the most significant ones are summa- 
rized herein in chronological order. 

1909: By General Order No. 19, dated 12 
August, the commanding general of the 
Missouri National Guard directed that a 
15-man aero detachment be organized under 
the command of Lt. Chester E. Burg in Com- 
pany A, Signal Corps, based in St. Louis. It 
is of interest that all men of this aero 
detachment were members of the St. Louis 
Aero Club which had been organized by Ma- 
jor Albert Bond Lambert (a Guard officer 
after whom Lambert Field is named) to train 
balloon pilots for the 1907 international 
balloon races held in St. Louis. No further 
developments in the use of balloons or 
airplanes by the Missouri National Guard 
were reported until 1923 when, as noted in 
the next chapter, the 110th Observation 
Squadron was organized under the com: 
mand of William Robertson. 

1910: Secretary of War Jacob Dickinson 
and President William Taft asked Congress 
for a $500,000 appropriation (later scale 
down to $200,000) to procure aeronautical 
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equipment and instruction for the Army and 
the National Guard. In support of this ap- 
propriation request, General James Allen, 
Chief of the Army’s Signal Corps, clarified 
the plans of the War Department for the 
development of aeronautical activities, first 
in the Regular Army and then, eventually, in 
the National Guard. In particular, he stated: 

“We can do nothing further in the 

matter until we are provided with 

means for buying more aeronautical 
devices, such as aeroplanes, dirigible 
balloons, and other flying equipment, 

each of which, it is believed, has a 

special fitness in war... When the 

work is sufficiently developed for the 

Signal Corps in the Regular Army and 

accepted as part of the military 

equipment of the army, there is no 
doubt that similar work will be taken 
up among the Signal Corps com- 
panies of the National Guard, the 
same as with other signal corps work. 

These machines will be furnished to 

the National Guard as other war 

material... It is to be hoped that an 
appropriation will be made this year 
to enable this work to be carried on. 

The Militia Bureau has never had a 

definite appropriation for aero work, 

and the Signal Corps can do nothing 

further until Congress appropriates.” 
Unfortunately, appropriations actually ap- 
proved by Congress in this and subsequent 
years were insufficient to enable the Signal 
Corps to equip the National Guard with 
airplanes. 

Undaunted, in August of that year, the 
members of the ‘Aeronautical Corps,” 1st 
Company, Signal Corps, New York National 
Guard came through with $500 to pay for 
shipping to Army maneuvers at Pine Camp, 
New York, the copy of an early Farman air- 
plane built by one of their original 
members, Private Philip W. Wilcox. Unfor- 
tunately, this airplane could not be flown 
during the maneuvers and subsequently 
crashed at Garden City, New York. Wilcox 
survived this crash to become a major in 
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Lt. Col. Charles B. Winder, Ohio National Guard, 
who on 22 May 1912 became the first Guard 
officer to obtain a Reserve Military Aviator rating. 
OH ANG 


the Army Air Service. Two years later the 
New York National Guard had a Curtiss 
airplane flying during joint Army-Guard 
maneuvers in Connecticut. 

1911: On March 12, an aeronautic unit 
was formed in the 7th Company, Coast 
Artillery Corps of the California National 
Guard. Among its first members the unit 
counted a private by the name of Eugene B. 
Ely. Ely, the famous earlybird who, on 14 
November 1910, made the first airplane 
takeoff from the deck of a ship (the USS 
Birmingham) and who, on 18 January 1911, 
made the first deck landing aboard the USS 
Pennsylvania, contributed not only his 
experience but also personal funds to 
enable the California Guard to obtain some 
aviation experience. Commissioned on 27 
July 1911 as a 2nd Lt. in the California Na- 
tional Guard, Ely was killed in a crash at 
Macon, Georgia, a few weeks later. Follow- 
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Private Beckwith Havens who in 1911 and 1912 contributed his flying talent to the Aeronautic Corps, 1st Company, Signal Corps, New York 


National Guard. ny ane 


ing his death, the California Guardsmen 
continued toying with airplanes, notably by 
experimenting, in association with the 
Southern California Aeronautical Society, 
with early wireless equipment. However, lit- 
tle state support was available and these 
experiments with aviation ended soon there- 
after. Likewise, an Aeronautical Section in 
the California Naval Militia, which had been 
mustered on 11 December 1915, dis- 
appeared within seventeen months when 
the Naval Militia was inducted into Federal 
Service. 

In July 1911, John B. Moisant, the found- 
er of an early flying school and of the Moi- 
sant International Aviators group, offered to 
train free of charge any National Guards- 
man chosen by the Governor of the State of 
Michigan. Captain George W. MacKay of 
Company A, Signal Corps, Michigan Na- 
tional Guard was chosen by Governor 
Osborn, and his expenses while attending 
Moisant’s aviation school at Garden City, 
Long Island, were paid by the Guard’s 
Signal Corps. Thus, Captain MacKay 
became the first Guard officer to earn a 
Fédération Aéronautique civilian pilot’s 
license while in service with the Guard. 

During the same year, Beckwith Havens, 
an exhibition pilot working for the Curtiss 
Airplane Company, joined the Aeronautic 
Corps of the 1st Company, Signal Corps, 
New York National Guard. Even though he 
only held the rank of private, Havens 
brought with him his aircraft and thus 
familiarized his fellow Guardsmen with the 
potential of flying machines. 


1912: Whereas Captain MacKay of the 
Michigan National Guard had learned to fly 
in a civilian school and had obtained an FAI 
license, Lt. Col. Charles B. Winder of the 
Ohio National Guard became the first 
Guard officer to obtain a Reserve Military 
Aviator (RMA) rating. The events leading to 
Lt. Col. Winder’s license began when the 
War Department detailed Lt. Benjamin D. 
Foulois, the nation’s third military aviator 
and future Chief of the Air Corps, to visit 
the National Guard headquarters of the 
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various states and institute a comprehen- 
sive system of aeronautic instruction for 
the Guard. During these visits Lt. Foulois in- 
formed the Guardsmen that, to qualify as 
military pilots, officers would have to (1) 
reach an altitude of at least 2,500 feet, 
make a cross-country flight of at least 10 
miles and return, at a minimum height of 
1,000 feet, (2) fly for at least five minutes in 
a 15-mph wind, (3) carry a passenger to at 
least 500 feet altitude, (4) fly a 20-mile 
reconnaissance mission at an average 
altitude of 1,500 feet, and (5) land within 150 
feet from a designated point after gliding 
from an altitude of at least 500 feet. Avail- 
ing itself of the flight training offer made by 
the War Department, the Ohio National 
Guard instructed Lt. Col. Winder, on 
6 March 1912, to attend the Aviation School 
at Augusta, Georgia. The school was moved 
to College Park, Maryland, the following 
month and there Lt. Col. Winder soloed on 
20 May and qualified for his military pilot’s 
license two days later. 

When in August of that year the 1st Com- 
pany, Signal Corps, New York National 
Guard joined other Guard and Army units 
for training maneuvers along the Housa- 
tonic River, one of its members, Private 
Havens, took along his Curtiss Model E. 
Most Guard officers did not know what to 
do with the strange machine and Private 
Havens was sent to join the regulars. 
Whereas Havens’ lack of military training 
made his observation work worthless, the 
arrival of his aircraft increased by fifty per- 
cent the equipment of the flying unit! After 
these maneuvers, the 1st Company received 
from a Mrs. Russell Sage a donation of 
$5,000 with which they acquired the first air- 
craft to belong to the National Guard, and 
$650 to cover the expense of its operation. 

The year 1912 also saw attempts at form- 
ing aviation units in at least two other 
states, Colorado and Pennsylvania. In the 
former state, Pfc. James E. Helpling joined 
the Guard after being discharged from the 
Army Signal Corps in which he had become 
an expert aviator. Two Curtiss graduates 
also joined the Guard as instructors, but 
lack of funds prevented that state from 
implementing its projected aviation activi- 
ties. In the Pennsylvania National Guard, 
the members of Company A, Third Regi- 
ment were bitten by the aviation bug when 
they were joined by Lt. Hammis, the in- 
ventor of an airship, and Private 
Hungerliter, athen well-known aviator. 
However, there too, monetary restrictions 
soon cured the disease. 

1913: In that year, officers and men of the 
Nebraska National Guard at Fremont assem- 
bled a biplane which appears to have been a 
Curtiss Model D. This aircraft was flown at 
Fremont and may have been taken along in 
the annual encampment; however, there was 
as yet no official recognition of an aviation 
branch by the State of Nebraska. 

1915: Even though the European fighting 
powers had committed their fledgling avia- 
tion units immediately after the outbreak of 
the First World War in August 1914 (the first 
aerial victory was claimed on 5 October 1914 
by France's Aviation Militaire), military avia- 
tion continued for the most part to be ne- 
glected in the United States. Here and there 
efforts were being made to achieve some 
results and forward thinking Guardsmen 
played a major part in this venture. In Ne- 
braska, Capt. Castle W. Schaffer was 
appointed chief of aviation in the Guard and 
was joined by Ralph E. McMillen, a qualified 
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‘Lt. Col. 
Hazelhurst and Milling, and Captain Beck, U.S. Army; at the controls is a civilian, identified as Mr. 
Walsh, who was their instructor. usar 
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Personnel of the Aviation Corps, Nebraska National Guard, in front of th 
Ralph E. McMillen in the summer of 1915. The two officers on the left appear to be Capts. Schaffer 
and McMillen. national Guard Association 
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The Aviation Detachment of the First Battalion, New York Naval Militia, at Bay Shore, Long Island, in 
1916. The aircraft is a Curtiss F flying-boat. National Air & Space Museum 
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pilot and aircraft owner. Under the leader- 
ship of these two officers, Nebraska official- 
ly organized, on 15 July 1915, an Aviation 
Corps and during the following month Capt. 
McMillen flew the Curtiss Model D he owned 
during the encampment of the 4th and Sth 
Infantry Regiments, Nebraska National 
Guard. During the following twelve months, 
the Nebraskans continued their aviation en- 
deavors and 2nd Lt. Edgar W. Bagnell learn- 
ed to fly. Both the latter and McMillen were 
sent to the Curtiss Atlantic Coast Aeronau- 
tical Station, Newport News, Virginia. There, 
both officers apparently obtained their FAI 
licenses but, on 2 September 1916, Capt. 
McMillen was killed while flying in a display 
at St. Francis, Kansas. In spite of the loss of 
his mentor, Lt. Bagnell carried on and, after 
the United States declared war on Germany 
in April 1917, he joined the Third Aero 
Squadron, Air Service, at San Antonio, 
Texas. 

By the fall of 1915, the development of 
aviation in the National Guard took a leap 
forward as the Aero Club of America, wor- 
ried by the slow development of military 
aviation in the United States, endeavored to 
encourage fund raising for aircraft to be 
used by the National Guard and Naval Mili- 
tia of the states. Specifically, the Aero Club 
set up a National Aeroplane Fund and 
pledged to contribute an amount equivalent 
to ten percent, but not to exceed $10,000 per 
state, of all donations which would be col- 
lected by the states. This pledge was backed 
by the offer of Mr. Emerson McMillin, a pro- 
minent New York banker, who offered $100 
for every $900 raised, up to a maximum of 
$500,000. 

During the encampment of the New York 
National Guard in the fall of 1915, Capt. 
Raynal C. Bolling — who less than three 
years later died in France while trying to 
avoid capture during a ground recon- 
naissance mission, and after whom Bolling 
AFB, D.C., is named — rented an airplane 
and learned to fly. Upon returning to New 
York, Bolling and James E. Miller, with the 
support of General John F. O’Ryan, began 
recruiting personnel to organize an aviation 
unit for which two Gallaudet tractor 
airplanes — one with a 100 hp and one with 
a 50 hp Gnome engine — were rented and 
for which flying instructions were provided 
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by Filip A. Bjorklund and, later, Overton M. 
Bounds, A.B. Thaw and H.W. Blakely. The 
success of this venture led the state of New 
York to organize the first genuine aviation 
unit in the National Guard on 1 November 
1915: the Aviation Detachment, 1st Bat- 
talion, Signal Corps, under the command of 
Capt. Bolling. 

1916: Spurred by the availability of money 
through the National Aeroplane Fund, the 
joint decision of the Division of Militia Af- 
fairs, the aviation section of the Signal 
Corps, and the Department of the Navy to 
provide, upon state request, flight training 
for militiamen, numerous aviation develop- 
ments took place during that year in the 
National Guard and Naval Militia.5 In the lat- 
ter organization, aviation units were formed 
in at least five states. In California, an Aero- 
nautical section was mustered on 11 Decem- 
ber 1915 but it disappeared within seventeen 
months when the Naval Militia was inducted 
into federal service. The Massachusetts 
Naval Militia acquired two airplanes, one of 
which was a Burgess Model U, which it used 
during a two-week encampment on Mystery 
Island in September 1916. In Rhode Island, 
the Naval Militia obtained a total of $25,000, 
including a $7,500 gift from Miss Lyra Brown 
Nickerson through the National Aeroplane 
Fund, with which a Sturtevant seaplane was 
acquired in 1916 and personnel trained. 
Meanwhile, the First and Second Battalions, 
New York Naval Militia, respectively 
acquired a Curtiss F flying boat and two 
Burgess-Dunne seaplanes and operated 
from Bay Shore, Long Island, and Rhinebeck 
on the Hudson River under the command of 
Ensign Vincent Astor and Lt. Harris. To 
assist these units of the Naval Militia, as 
well as the one being planned for Connec- 
ticut, the Navy trained a number of pilots 
and maintenance personnel at Pensacola, 
Florida. However, none of these units sur- 
vived after being inducted into federal ser- 
vice during World War I. 

Within a year of its organization, the 
National Aeroplane Fund had collected 
$171,031.17 and more than eighty-five 
percent of the money had been distributed. 
The timing of these disbursements was most 
favorable as a troublesome situation along 
the Mexican border had deteriorated, and 
the nation was slowly moving toward a state 


of belligerence with the Ceniral Powers of 
Europe. Besides partially financing the 
previously mentioned purchase of aircraft for 
the New York and Rhode Island Naval 
Militia, as well as that of a LWF Model V 
donated in 1916 to the Michigan National 
Guard, the National Aeroplane Fund 
provided a substantial portion of the cost of 
pilot training for National Guard officers. 
Thus, by the end of 1916 at least twenty 
Guardsmen had earned RMA ratings: Cpl. 
B.O. Watkins, Alabama; Second Lt. F. Ward, 
Arkansas; First Lt. B. Cummings, Colorado; 
Capt. R.L. Taylor, Connecticut; Sgt. L.V. 
Smith, Georgia; First Lt. E. Clark, Indiana; 
Capt. L.P. Billard, Kansas; Second Lt. B.R. 
Osborne, Kentucky; Second Lt. E.G. Horigan, 
Maine; Second Lt. E.W. Bagnell, Nebraska; 
First Lt. A.J. Coyle, New Hampshire; Second 
Lt. D. Smith, New Mexico; First Lt. D. B. Byrd, 
North Carolina; Lt. Col. C.B. Winder, Ohio; 
First Lt. F.W. Wright, Oregon; Pvt. J.F. Carr, 
Virginia; First Lt. H. Ilse, Washington; First 
Lt. H.F. Wehrle, West Virginia; Second Lt. 
B.F. Briggs, Wyoming; and First Lt. J.P. 
Kelly, state unknown. 

During 1917, these Guard officers were 
followed by thirteen more: Capt. A. Stroupe, 
Arkansas; Sgt. Major F.I. Eglin, Indiana; First 
Lt. A.A.R. Scheleen, Kansas; First Lt. K.G. 
Pulliam, Kentucky; First Lt. E.E. Newbold, 
Nebraska; Sgt. E.A. Kruss, Pvt. R.S. 
Knowlson, First Sgt. P.R. Stockton, and Pvt. 
T.F. Ward, New York; Lt. W.W. Spain, South 
Dakota; First Lt. G.C. Furrow, Tennessee; 
and Capts. B.A. Alexander and R.H. Fleet, 
Washington. 

Even though the above contributions were 
quite significant, it was the New York 
National Guard which became the largest 
recipient of the National Aeroplane Fund 
when it received $21,535.74 during the year. 
With this money, the 1st Aero Company, as 
the original New York unit had been 
redesignated, was able to replace in early 
1916 the two unsatisfactory Gallaudet 
machines it rented with five new airplanes: a 
Curtiss JN-4 with a 90 hp OX-2 engine, an 
LWF with a 140 hp Sturtevant, a Sloane-Day 
with a 125 hp Hall-Scott, a Sturtevant with a 
140 hp Sturtevant engine, and a Thomas T2 
with a 90 hp OX-2. Within a few months the 
LWF and Sturtevant aircraft were taken out 
of the unit inventory but, soon after, a 


The LWF Model V, powered by a 135hp Thomas Model 8 eight-cylinder engine, of the Michigan National Guard at Camp Ferris, Grayling, Michigan. Prior 
to being damaged in a hurricane on 18 August 1916, this aircraft was flown with both a land undercarriage and, as illustrated, twin pontoons. 
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second Curtiss JN-4 was added. In addition 
to providing the means with which to expand 
the activities of its 1st Aero Company, the 
assistance of the National Aeroplane Fund 
enabled the New York National Guard to 
organize the 2nd Aero Company in Buffalo 
and this new unit was mustered on 30 June 
1916 under the command of Captain John 
Sutterfield. 

While these activities were taking place, 
the United States had been forced in March 
1916 to launch the Mexican Punitive 
Expedition to avenge Pancho Villa’s raid on 
Columbus, New Mexico. To support this 
expedition and beef up the regular troops of 
General Pershing, President Woodrow 
Wilson mobilized a major portion of the 
National Guard under a Call dated 18 June 
1916. Eventually some 100,000 Guardsmen 
served for six months on the Mexican border 
and some of the fledgling aviation elements 
of the Guard got their first taste of federal 
duty. Even though it remained at Mineola, 
New York, for additional training, the 1st 
Aero Company of the New York National 
Guard was the most noteworthy of these 
elements. 

Called to active duty on 13 July 1916, the 
1st Aero Company had four officers on flying 
status. Nine of its twenty-seven additional 
members, who had been recommended for 
such status, qualified for their RMA rating 
while on sixteen-week active duty. During 
this period, the 1st Aero Company was 
placed under the command of a regular 
officer, Captain Joseph E. Carberry, and was 
enlarged by the addition of a dozen Guard 
officers from other states, six regular 
officers, and a twenty-five man army 
detachment to bring its total complement to 
about 130 officers and men. Flight training 
at Mineola (by that time identified as a 
Signal Corps Aviation Station) was stepped 
up and the 1st Aero Company provided air 
instruction for fifteen members of the 2nd 
Aero Company. The latter unit was not 
called to active duty and was, in fact, 
disbanded on 18 September 1916. The 1st 
Aero Company remained in federal service 
until 2 November 1916 and continued as a 
New York Guard unit until 23 May 1917 
when, in turn, it was disbanded. Although it 
served on active duty, the 1st Aero Company 


never received federal recognition; the first 
aviation unit in the Guard to reach this mile- 
stone was the 109th Squadron, Minnesota 
National Guard, which was organized after 


World War One as detailed in the next 
chapter. 

As its contribution to the Mexican Punitive 
Expedition, the Signal Corps of the U.S. Army 
had initially been able to send only its 1st 
Aero Squadron, which was commanded by 
Capt. Benjamin Foulois and equipped with 
eight Curtiss JN-3’s. Within five weeks of its 
arrival in New Mexico, this first regular avia- 
tion unit was reduced to twenty-five percent 
strength and the sorry condition of military 
aviation in the United States became the 
subject of much criticism. Leading the fight 
for a quantitative and qualitative increase in 
American military aviation was Alan R. 
Hawley, the President of the Aero Club of 
America, who actively campaigned for a con- 
gressional appropriation of $2,000,000 and 
the training of 2,000 military aviators. To 
bring attention to its President’s proposal, 
the Aero Club contributed $7,500 toward the 
$10,000 purchase price of the prototype Cur- 
tiss Twin-JN and donated it to the New Mex- 
ico National Guard. Shipped from Washing- 
ton, D.C., at the end of May 1916, the Twin- 
JN was reassembled in New Mexico but it 
apparently crashed on a flight from Hachita 
to Columbus prior to making a concrete con- 
tribution to the war’s effort. Of equally minor 
material importance was the use of a Good- 
year Kite Balloon from the Ohio National 
Guard which was sent to Texas in the winter 
of 1916-17. In addition, the Michigan National 
Guard was scheduled to contribute its LWF 
Model V, but this aircraft was damaged in a 
hurricane at Camp Ferris, Grayling, Michigan, 
on 18 August 1916. Likewise, the attempts by 
the Nebraska National Guard to contribute 
its aviation unit under Lt. Bagnell for service 
in Mexico with the state 4th and 5th Infantry 
Regiments, were never sanctioned. 

Toward the end of fiscal year 1916,5 the 
National Defense Act was passed by Con- 
gress on 3 June and among its many fea- 
tures was an affirmation of the role and 
importance of the National Guard. The Guard 
became fully part of the organized peacetime 
military establishment of the United States 
and the organization of its units was made to 


conform to that of regular Army units. Early 
in the following fiscal year, Congress ap- 
proved a recommendation from the Militia 
Bureau and appropriated $76,000 to purchase 
and maintain material and equipment neces- 
sary for the proper instruction in military 
aviation of such officers and enlisted men of 
the National Guard as authorized by the War 
Department to attend the United States 
Signal Corps Aviation School. Thus, during 
FY 1917, eighteen of the previously listed 
Guardsmen received training in Signal Corps 
schools in San Diego, CA; Mineola, NY; and 
Memphis, TN. At long last it appeared that 
aviation was about to become a recognized 
activity in the National Guard. 

At that time, however, availability of air- 
craft and provision for flight training were 
not the pacing elements in the development 
of National Guard aviation. In this respect, 
reports by Capt. Bolling, the commanding of- 
ficer of New York’s 1st Aero Company, and 
by J.E. Carberry, the regular Signal Corps of- 
ficer assigned to supervise this unit and its 
C.O. during the unit's period of active duty, 
made interesting reading in the report of the 
Chief of the Militia Bureau submitted at the 
end of fiscal year 1916. In particular, Capt. 
Bolling noted: 

“There is no difficulty in obtaining any 
desired number of men of education, 
character, and intelligence to take up 
military aviation. Men qualified by 
character, intelligence, and education 
to become officers and not merely 
aviators can be readily obtained. If 
men of this sort are desired, there is 
no need to take men of a different 
sort. 

“It is extremely difficult — and, in 
my opinion, will not generally prove 
possible to obtain the right sort of 
mechanics as enlisted men in National 
Guard aviation units. 

“The expert mechanical work re- 
quired in an aviation unit is very great 
in amount and most exacting in char- 
acter. The utmost skill and care are re- 
quired at all times and in every detail. 
This work must be done by mechanics 
regularly and constantly employed on 
the aeroplanes and motors. Mechanics 
who report at the aviation field only 
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once or twice a week for a few hours 
according to the established rule of 
National Guard duty cannot keep the 
aeroplanes in condition to be used, nor 
can such mechanics themselves be 
trained successfully. Furthermore, ex- 
cept in war times, men do not enlist in 
the National Guard merely to work 
nights and Saturday afternoons and 
Sundays at their regular trade. For 
these reasons and from our experience 
I am convinced it will always be 
necessary to employ an adequate 
force of expert professional mechanics 
to maintain and repair the aeroplanes 
of any National Guard organizations. 

“It is very doubtful whether men will 
join National Guard aviation units un- 
less they can be reasonably sure that 
sooner or later they will be given a 
chance to fly.” 


Likewise, Lt. Carberry’ reported: 


“The First Aero Company was 
mustered into the federal service July 
13, 1916; it has been in active training 
since November, 1915, a period of nine 
months; it possesses four aeroplanes 
of a military type; it has had the ser- 
vices of highly paid aviation instruc- 
tors and mechanics; the consistent 
devotion of its members has been 
wholly admirable, but as an aero com- 
pany, in the military sense, it is non- 
existent. The intention at the time of 
its creation was the training of a corps 
of officer aviators. In that it has suc- 
ceeded, but it lacks, and under present 
conditions will continue to lack, the 
trained personnel that makes an aero 
company not only efficient, but even 
possible. No one will more candidly 
admit the truth of this statement than 
its own commanding officer. 

“... Is it to be expected that other 
states will have greater success? Quite 
the reverse, considering the field of 
selection that is here open. It is not 
too much to predict that if in each 
state an aviation unit, or group of 
units, is raised, that the training of 
these units will be inadequate, except 
at a prohibitive cost, ununiform, due to 
the impossibility of federal supervi- 
sion, and inefficient, so far as prepara- 
tion for war is concerned.” 

The opinions expressed by these two 
respected officers weighed heavily in the 
decision made by the War Department that 
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The Curtiss Twin-JN being re-assembled by personnel of the New Mexico National Guard during the 1916 Mexican Punitive Expedition. via Robert Casari 
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National Guard units called to active duty 
when America entered World War One in 
April 1917 would not include aviation 
elements. Thus, all Guard aviation units 
ceased to exist at that time and their per- 
sonnel tendered their services as individuals. 
The survivors, along with many of the young 
men who served with the American Expedi- 
tionary Force in 1917-1918, were however to 
become the founders of the observation 
squadrons formed in the National Guard 
beginning in January 1921. 

When on 6 April 1917 the United States 
declared war on the Central Powers (Ger- 
many, Austria-Hungary, Bulgaria and Turkey), 
its military aviation was in a sorry state. The 
Aviation Section of the Signal Corps con- 
sisted of 35 pilots, 1,987 men and 55 aircraft 
suitable only for training, while the 1st Aero 
Company, the only aviation unit then in 
Guard service, was about to be disbanded. 
Fortunately, three and one-half months later 
Congress approved a first massive air appro- 
priation of $640,000,000. Moreover, the Allies 
were ready and willing to assist the United 
States by providing training and a large 
quantity of aircraft (by war’s end France had 
supplied 4,800 aircraft to the American Ex- 
peditionary Force, Great Britain had deliv- 
ered 258, and Italy had contributed 19 
trainers). Concurrently, a massive industrial 
effort was mounted at home and its chief 
results were the license-built de Havilland 
DH-4 bombers (entering combat operation 
with the 135th Corps Observation Squadron 
on 2 August 1918; 1,213 American-built 
DH-4’s eventually reached the Western 
Front), the Curtiss JN (Jenny) series of 
trainers, and the excellent 8- and 12-cylinder 
Liberty engines. 

On the war front, active participation by 
U.S. aviation units began on 18 February 
1918 when the 103rd Aero Squadron, the 
famous American volunteer unit previously 
known as the Escadrille Lafayette or SPA 
124, began operations under the tactical 
control of France’s Aviation Militaire. The 
first original U.S. combat unit, the 94th Pur- 
suit Squadron, made its first flight across 
the lines one month later, while the 1st 
Corps Observation Squadron and the 96th 
Aero Squadron respectively became, on 11 
April and 12 June 1918, the first American 
observation and bombardment squadrons to 
be operational in France. Combat experience 
soon mounted as additional American units 
joined the fray and by war’s end the Air Ser- 
vice, AEF, claimed a total of 781 enemy air- 
craft and 73 balloons for the loss in combat 


of 237 officers and men. By that time, the 
Army Air Service had a total of 195,024 per- 
sonnel, of which 20,568 were officers, and 
operated 8,403 aircraft, of which 3,538 were 
with the AEF. Indeed, American air power 
had grown spectacularly in the space of only 
nineteen months. 

Following the signing of the Armistice on 
11 November 1918, a swift military demo- 
bilization took place and the Army Air Ser- 
vice was slated to be reduced to 24,000 
officers and men. By 1920, this figure was 
further reduced to some 10,000 personnel, or 
only a mere five percent of the peak wartime 
strength. This drastic reduction, however, 
released large numbers not only of pilots 
and observers but also of mechanics and 
other skilled specialists and created a talent 
pool from which the National Guard was 
soon able to draw, thus overcoming the 
manning problem noted in 1916 by Capts. 
Bolling and Carberry (as quoted above). 


Even though the post World War period 
was not a good one in which to organize 
new military units (since the American 
people were satiated with military matters 
much as they were to become in the post- 
Vietnam War era), the Militia Bureau was 
nevertheless keen to exploit the pool of 
talents made available by the demobilization. 
Accordingly, on 14 February 1919, just three 
months after the end of the war, it sent back 
to the director of Military Aeronautics its Cir- 
cular No. 9 of 1916 requesting information 
and suggestions to update that circular as 
regards the formation and operation of aero 
units in the National Guard. The matter was 
discussed by the director of Military Aero- 
nautics, the chief of the Air Service, and 
their staffs until 9 February 1920 when they 
communicated the results of this review to 
the Militia Bureau. In paragraph 2 of his 
communication to the Militia Bureau, the 
director of Military Aeronautics stated: 


“National Guard divisions should be 
organized the same as is contem- 
plated for the divisions of the regular 
army and authority is thereby granted 
for including in each National Guard 
Division one aero unit consisting of 
the following: one observation squad- 
ron, one balloon company, one photo 
section and one branch G-2 (military 
intelligence). Each aero squadron, bal- 
loon company, photo section and 
branch G-2 will be organized as are 
similar units in the regular army.” 


Chapter3: National Guard Aviation 
Prior to World War Two 


After several conferences held as directed 
in paragraph eight of the communication men- 
tioned in the preceding chapter, the Militia Bu- 
reau issued on 1 June 1920 its Circular No. 1 
covering the organization of aero units in the 
National Guard with copies furnished to state 
authorities. At that time, anticipating the for- 
mation of these units, the Air Service re- 
served the numbers 101 through 199 for the 
National Guard flying squadrons. The Air Ser- 
vice further decided to limit the role of Na- 
tional Guard squadrons to observation and 
planned initially to equip these units with Cur- 
tiss JN-4’s and JN-6’s, both of which it had in 
large inventory. Furthermore, the Air Service 
undertook to assign to each Guard squadron 
one of its regular officers to act as inspector 
for the squadron and to assure that each unit 
would reach the appropriate level of training. 


As the Militia Bureau’s Circular No. 1 was 
issued during the last month of fiscal year 
1920, no squadron could be formed in the 
National Guard during that year. However, 
several states soon expressed interest and 
the following narrative summarizes by fiscal 
year the development of aviation in the Na- 
tional Guard prior to World War Two (see 
also Tables 1 and 2). 


Fiscal Year 1921: Soon after the governor 
of the state of Minnesota had passed a copy 
of Circular No. 1 to his adjutant general, a 
first meeting was held in St. Paul to chart the 
organization of an observation squadron in 
the 34th Division, Minnesota NG. Attending 
this meeting were Lt. Col. William Garis, the 
state’s assistant adjutant general; T. Glen 
Harrison, a local newspaper reporter; and Lt. 
Ray S. Miller, a recently discharged Army Air 
Service pilot who was chief pilot for the Cur- 
tiss Northwest Airplane Company. In July 
1920, Miller became a captain and was desig- 
nated the commanding officer of the yet to 
be born squadron while Harrison was com- 
missioned a first lieutenant and appointed 
squadron adjutant. With the encouragement 
of Brig. Gen. Walter Rhinow, the adjutant 
general, and of Governor Burnquist, plans 
were drawn for a flight to Washington, D. C. 
to consult with the chief of the Militia Bureau 
and the chief of the Air Service. By Special 
Order No. 161 issued on 24 September 1920 
by the adjutant general, Capt. Miller, Lt. Col. 
Garis and Brig. Gen. Rhinow were instructed 
to proceed from St. Paul to Washington. For 
this purpose the state of Minnesota rented 
an Oriole from the Curtiss Northwest Air- 
plane Company. With Capt. Miller as pilot, 
the three men departed on 26 September and 
completed their 1,600-mile flight on 2 Octo- 
ber after stopping in LaCrosse and Madison, 
Wisc.; Chicago, IIl.; Van Wirt and Cleveland, 
Ohio; and Amster Dam, Albany, Pough- 
keepsie and Garden City, N.Y. In Washing- 
ton, the Minnesotans held a series of suc- 
cessful meetings with Maj. Gen. Jessie 
Carter, chief of the Militia Bureau; Maj. Gen. 
Mason Patrick, chief of the Air Service; and 
Brig. Gen. William Mitchell, assistant chief of 
the Air Service, resulting in the official 
organization of the 109th Squadron. 


Proceeding with the same vigor with 
which it sought approval of its efforts, the 


Douglas O-38 of the 109th Observation 
Squadron, Minnesota National Guard. usaF 


state of Minnesota had fully organized the 
109th Squadron by 10 January 1921, under 
the command of Ray Miller, who had by then 
been promoted to major. With a personnel 
strength of 21 officers and 90 men, the 109th 
was extended federal recognition on 17 
January 1921, thus becoming the first 
National Guard aviation unit to achieve this 
distinction. The 109th Squadron, however, 
had not yet satisfied the federal requirement 
for “reasonably permanent hangars, pref- 
erably of steel, and provided with concrete 
floors, electric lights, heating and water 
systems” to care for aircraft assigned to the 
National Guard but remaining federal 
government property. Accordingly, the unit 
did not receive its nine Curtiss JN-6H’s until 
February 1922, thirteen months after having 
been federally recognized, when it moved 
into permanent facilities at Speedway Field 
(now the site of the Minneapolis-St. Paul 
International Airport). Twice during 1921, in 
spite of its lack of flying equipment, the 
109th Squadron was called to active duty by 
the state of Minnesota: the first time, within 
days from having obtained federal recogni- 
tion, it was asked to mount an aerial search 
for the Cook County commissioner, who had 
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disappeared during a boat trip on Lake 
Superior; and the second time, in the fall of 
1921, it flew forest fire patrols over northern 
Minnesota. In both cases, the unit was 
forced to rent a Curtiss Oriole to discharge 
its duty. 

Following in the footsteps of Minnesota, 
Maryland organized its Guard squadron 
beginning in November 1920 when Adjutant 
General Milton Reckord met in Baltimore 
with members of the American Flying Club, 
among whom were several World War One 
veteran pilots including Maj. George Jones, 
Capts. Paul Burwell, John Hambleton, and 
William Tipton, and 1st Lts. Harold Hinds 
and Charles Masson. By April 1921, these 
men were authorized to proceed with the 
recruitment of members sufficient to form an 
observation squadron in the 29th Division, 
Maryland NG. Designated the 104th Squad- 
ron, the new unit was extended federal 
recognition on 29 June, the penultimate day 
of FY 1921. Like the 109th Squadron, the 
104th was not issued its own aircraft until 
suitable facilities were built at Logan Field 
but its personnel were able to obtain some 
experience by borrowing Curtiss JN-4’s from 
a regular unit stationed at Bolling Field, D.C. 
Early during the following fiscal year, the 
104th Squadron became the first National 
Guard unit to be equipped with airplanes 
and in the first month of FY 1923 it became 
the first flying unit to attend a summer en- 
campment (July 1922 at Langley Field, Va.). 

Fiscal Year 1922: In order to assemble the 
necessary personnel for an observation 
squadron in the Indiana National Guard, 
another war-trained pilot, Maj. Wilbur Fagley, 
organized a headquarters battery in the 81st 
Field Artillery and flew to Washington to 
drum up support. Succeeding in his at- 
tempts, Major Fagley became the first com- 
manding officer of the 137th Squadron. This 
unit received federal recognition on 1 August 
1921 as a Corps Aviation unit attached to 
the Indiana NG. Its first facility, including 
two steel hangars, was located in a field out- 
side Kokomo and it is there that the 137th 


Boeing-built DH-4M assigned to the Air Service instructor supervising the 116th Observation 
Squadron, Washington National Guard. John E. Dean via Peter M. Bowers 
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received its Curtiss JN-4 trainers shortly 
before the end of FY 1922. Less than six 
weeks later, the squadron took its aircraft to 
Wright Field, Ohio, for its first encampment. 

The history of the 102nd Squadron, which 
was activated in the 27th Division, New York 
NG, on 17 November 1921 is an interesting 
one as the unit received its Curtiss Jennies 
some months before receiving federal 
recognition on 4 November 1922. Led by Ma- 
jor Kenneth Littauer, a much decorated Air 
Service veteran, the unit was initially com- 
posed of nineteen wartime pilots, while its 
men were primarily obtained by transferring 
personnel from an infantry unit. Operations 
were initially split between Hempstead, 
where enlisted personnel were trained; New 
York City, where officers studied aerial 
observation; and Mitchel Field, where flight 


ini F i Il 
The Curtiss Oriole which was rented by the State of Minnesota for the flight to Washington training was conducted. However, in 1922 al 


Walter operations were concentrated at Miller Field 
pic ice E C EE Aom ee Wiliam Harms and Brig Gen wya on Staten Island and it is there that the 


102nd was federally recognized at the end of 
its first year in the service of the New York 
National Guard. 

Federally recognized on 18 November 1921 
as the Air Service, 26th Division, Mass- 
achusetts NG, the 101st Squadron came into 
being as the result of the combined efforts 
of Major Leonard Drennan (a regular army 
officer serving in the Boston area) and of 
members of the Archie Club (an organization 
of wartime flyers residing in New England). 
Initially commanded by Major James 
Knowle, a World War One ace, the 101st 
held its first summer encampment in 1922 at 
Mitchel Field, NY, with borrowed aircraft as 
its own flying equipment was not delivered 
until after appropriate facilities were built at 
Jeffries Point on the site now occupied by 
Douglas O-25 of the 105th Observation Squadron, Tennessee National Guard, during gunnery Boston’s Logan International Airport. 

practice at Valparaiso, Florida, on 19 August 1936. national Guard Bureau For more than one year a group of Ten- 
nessee Guardsmen drilled without pay and 
i strained to meet all requirements to obtain 
: federal recognition for an observation squad- 
ron. Since a prerequisite was access to a 
landing field with suitable facilities, the 
group used a $10,000 donation by H.O. 
Blackwood to acquire a 100-acre cornfield 
adjoining the Hermitage estate of President 
Andrew Jackson and to arrange the transfer 
of an old wartime hangar from Memphis 
Park Field to the newly named Blackwood 
Field outside Nashville. Federal recognition 
was finally obtained on 4 December 1921 
and shortly thereafter the 136th Squadron, 
Corps Aviation, Tennessee NG, received ten 
2 Curtiss JN-6H’s. 
Douglas O-38A , 30-407 , bearing the two- -star insignia of Major Gen. Wiliam G. Everio, Chief of the Another Corps Aviation unit, the 135th 
Militia Bureau, 1929-1931. courtesy of Peter Westburg Squadron, was activated on 21 January 1922 
in the Alabama NG under the command of a 
wartime ace, Major James Meissner. Based 
at Robert’s Field outside Birmingham, the 
unit, initially equipped with seven Curtiss 
JN-4D’s, took its aircraft to Maxwell Field, 
Montgomery, for its first encampment during 
the summer of 1922. 

In practice, aircraft complements. still 
varied from squadron to squadron; however 
during this fiscal year the Militia Bureau and 
the Air Service agreed to standardize on a 
complement of nine Curtiss Jennies (JN-4D, 
JN-6H or JNS) per squadron with an addi- 
tional aircraft, usually an American-built 
DH-4, being assigned to the Air Service 
officer as the squadron's inspector/ 
instructor. Thus, by 30 June 1922, fifty-three 
‘iy + Jennies had been assigned to six Guard 

squadrons while the 101st Squadron, the 
Curtiss O-11 of the 104th Observation Squadron, 29th Division, Maryland Natasa Giard. MD ANG only unit without aircraft, was still awaiting 
completion of its facilities at Logan Field. 
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INITIAL SQUADRON DESIGNATION 


109th Squadron 
104th Squadron 
137th Squadron 


102nd Squadron 
101st Squadron 
136th Squadron 


135th Squadron 


110th Observation Squadron 
120th Observation Squadron 
111th Observation Squadron 
118th Observation Squadron 
115th Observation Squadron 
103rd Observation Squadron 
116th Observation Squadron 
154th Observation Squadron 
107th Observation Squadron 
112th Observation Squadron 
108th Observation Squadron 
119th Observation Squadron 
153rd Observation Squadron 
152nd Observation Squadron 
126th Observation Squadron 
125th Observation Squadron 
124th Observation Squadron 
122nd Observation Squadron 
121st Observation Squadron 
123rd Observation Squadron 
128th Observation Squadron 
127th Observation Squadron 


TABLE 1 


PRE-WORLD WAR TWO NATIONAL GUARD OBSERVATION SQUADRONS 
CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING BY DATE OF ACTIVATION 


UNIT ASSIGNMENT 
34th Division, Minnesota NG 
29th Division, Maryland NG 


Corps Aviation, Indiana NG 


27th Division, New York NG 
26th Division, Massachusetts NG 
Corps Aviation, Tennessee NG 


Corps Aviation, Alabama NG 


35th Division, Missouri NG 
45th Division, Colorado NG 
36th Division, Texas NG 

43rd Division, Connecticut NG 
40th Division, California NG 
28th Division, Pennsylvania NG 


41st Division, Washington NG 

Corps Aviation, Arkansas NG 

32nd Division, Michigan NG 

37th Division, Ohio NG 

33rd Division, Illinois NG 

44th Division, New Jersey NG 
Mississippi NG 
Rhode Island NG 
Wisconsin NG 
Oklahoma NG 
lowa NG 
Louisiana NG 
DC NG 
Oregon NG 
Georgia NG 
Kansas NG 


ACTIVATION 
DATE 


17 Jan 1921 
29 June 1921 
1 Aug 1921 


17 Nov 1921 
18 Nov 1921 
4 Dec 1921 


21 Jan 1922 


23 June 1923 
27 June 1923 
29 June 1923 
1 Nov 1923 
16 June 1924 
27 June 1924 
6 Aug 1924 
24 Oct 1925 
7 May 1926 
20 June 1927 
1 July 1927 
30 Jan 1930 
27 Sept 1939 
13 Oct 1939 
12 Nov 1940 
10 Feb 1941 
25 Feb 1941 
2 Mar 1941 
10 Apr 1941 
18 Apr 1941 
1 May 1941 
4 Aug 1941 


REMARKS 


Redesignated 109th Obs Sq on 25 Jan 1923 
Redesignated 104th Obs Sq on 25 Jan 1923 
Redesignated 113th Squadron and assigned to 
38th Division on 3 Jan 1923, and 113th Obs Sq 
on 25 Jan 1923 

Redesignated 102nd Obs Sq on 25 Jan 1923 
Redesignated 101st Obs Sq on 25 Jan 1923 
Redesignated 136th Obs Sq on 25 Jan 1923, 
and then 105th Obs Sq when assigned to the 
30th Division on 16 Jan 1924 

Redesignated 135th Obs Sq on 25 Jan 1923; 
114th Obs Sq when assigned to the 39th Divi- 
sion on 1 May 1923; finally 106th Obs Sq when 
assigned to 31st Div. on 16 Jan 1924 


(SS 


TABLE 2 
NATIONAL GUARD AIR UNITS PRE-WORLD WAR TWO GROWTH 
i NUMBER OF MANPOWER (30 JUNE) 

FISCAL FEDERALLY—RECOGNIZED 
YEAR SQUADRONS ENLISTED 

(30 JUNE) OFFICERS MEN TOTAL 
1921 2 20 90 110 
1922 7 136 643 779 
1923 10 144 834 978 
1924 13 240 1,269 1,509 
1925 14 264 1,365 1,629 
1926 16 239 1,307 1,546 
1927 17 330 1,636 1,966 
1928 18 347 1,689 2,036 
1929 18 328 1,664 1,992 
1930 19 357 1,789 2,146 
1931 19 362 1,853 2,215 
1932 19 394 1,911 2,305 
1933 19 393 1,904 2,297 
1934 19 387 1,891 2,278 
1935 19 393 1,919 2,312 
1936 19 413 1,922 2,335 
1937 19 417 1,882 2,229 
1938 19 430 1,910 2,340 
1939 19 456 1,939 2,395 
1940 21 469 2,426 2,895 
1941 28 489 2,937 3,426 


Source: 1921 through 1932 — Annual Reports of the Chief of Militia Bureau. 


1933 through 1941 — Annual Reports of the Chief of the National Guard Bureau. 


NUMBER OF NUMBER OF 
AIRCRAFT FLIGHT-HOURS 
ON STRENGTH PER YEAR 
(30 JUNE) (1 JULY-30 JUNE) 
0 0 

53 N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. 11,954 
147 15,706 
120 23,991 
136 25,375 
159 28,774 
180 39,431 
184 33,717 
N.A. 33,571 
113 33,059 
N.A. 40,214 
N.A. 45,852 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
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Douglas O-38 of the 113th Observation ‘Squadron, Indiana National Guard, being flown on 8 


oe, 
August 


1937 by Captain Sweeney, pilot, and Sergeant Long. Courtesy Paul Matt 


The wisdom of the federal insistence on 
proper hangar facilities being provided to 
house government-furnished equipment was 
soon vindicated as a unit lost three of its 
aircraft to freeze damage when, following 
suspension of operations due to cold 
weather, they were left in unheated Bes- 
soneau canvas-covered hangars. 


Fiscal Year 1923: Early in the year, 
the 101st Squadron, Massachusetts NG, 
finally received aircraft. FY 1923 also saw a 
series of changes in unit designations as on 
3January the 137th Squadron was trans- 
ferred from Corps Aviation to the 38th 
Division, Indiana NG, and was redesignated 
the 113th Squadron. This change of designa- 
tion, however, was short-lived as twenty days 
later the full designation of the 101st, 102nd, 
104th, 109th, 113th, 135th and 136th became 
“Observation Squadron” instead of “Squad- 
ron” or “Squadron (Observation).” On 1 May 
1923, the 135th Observation Squadron, upon 
being transferred to the 39th Division, 
Alabama NG, became the 114th Observation 
Squadron. x 

During the last week of FY 1923, three 
additional units were activated: the 110th 
Observation Squadron, 35th Division, Mis- 
souri NG, on 23 June; the120th Observation 
Squadron, 45th Division, Colorado NG, on 27 
June; and the 111th Observation Squadron, 
36th Division, Texas NG, on 29 June. 
Commanded by Major William Robertson 
and based at Lambert Field, the 110th 
initially had to rely for flight training on a 
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surplus Curtiss Jenny purchased by its 
officers, but in 1924 it received the first of its 
federally-supplied JN-4D’s. The Colorado 
Guardsmen were not quite as fortunate. 
They did not receive their Curtiss JNS until 
May 1924 when their facilities were com- 
pleted at Lowry Field, outside Denver; how- 
ever, because on hot summer days the 
Jennies performed poorly at Denver’s eleva- 
tion, and the 120th Observaton Squadron was 
forced to split into two flights with Flight 
“B” being assigned to Pueblo. In the Texas 
NG, the 111th Observation Squadron, led by 
Major Bernard Law, began drilling in head- 
quarter’s facilities in downtown Houston 
until receiving its first JN-4D in September 
1923, at which time the unit transferred the 
center of its activities to Ellington Field. 

Fiscal Year 1924: In spite of difficulties 
stemming from the lack of service-type flying 
equipment (Curtiss Jennies not being avail- 
able in sufficient number to provide the nine 
authorized aircraft per squadron), the lack of 
suitable replacements for the flying personnel 
leaving the Guard, and the lack of sufficient 
funds to cover the cost of maintenance and 
supply, the Militia Bureau and the states were 
able to increase personnel assigned to Na- 
tional Guard air units by over fifty-four per- 
cent and to form three new squadrons during 
the year. 

In New England the Guard’s 43rd Division 
was made up of officers and men from Con- 
necticut, Rhode Island and Vermont. As only 
one squadron was to be assigned to this divi- 
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Curtiss JNS-1’s of the 105th Observation Squadron, Tennessee National Guard, at Blackwood Field, Nashville. The first three Jennies in this line-up bore 


the serials A.S. 23-645, 26-2 and 26-4. TN anG 


sion, it was initially planned to locate the fly- 
ing unit in Rhode Island as neither Connec- 
ticut nor Vermont had suitable airfields. The 
decision was fought by Connecticut, the 
wealthiest and most populous of the three 
states, and the opening of Brainart Field, 
Hartford, in October 1922, enabled Governor 
Trumbull to secure the 118th Observation 
Squadron for the “Constitution State.” The 
118th received federal recognition on 1 
November 1923 and, after receiving its first 
Curtiss Jennies seven months later, began 
flight operations at Brainart Field during the 
summer of 1924. 

In California, the forebear of today’s 115th 
Tactical Airlift Squadron, 146th Tactical Airlift 
Wing, was activated on 16 June 1924 under 
the command of Corliss Moseley who held 
concurrently the positions of inspector/in- 
structor (as a Lieutenant in the Air Service 
Reserve) and of commanding officer (as a 
Major in the California National Guard). De- 
signated the 115th Observation Squadron 
and based at Clover Field, Santa Monica, 
until it moved to Griffith Park Airfield in Janu- 
ary 1925, the unit counted among its first 
members Captain Paul Baer who, on 11 
March 1918, as a Lieutenant in the 103rd 
Aero Squadron, had become the first pilot in 
American uniform to destroy an enemy air- 
craft. Upon moving to Griffith Park, the 115th 
received its first aircraft: one DH-4 for use by 
Major Moseley, two Dayton-Wright TW-3 
trainers, and six Jennies. 


Finally, as the Fiscal Year was drawing to a 
close, the 103rd Observation Squadron was 
activated in Philadelphia on 27 June as part 
of the 28th Infantry (Keystone) Division of the 
Commonwealth of Pennsylvania’s National 
Guard. 

In addition, FY 1924 saw additional 
redesignations: the 136th Observation 
Squadron, Tennessee NG, was renumbered 
the 105th Observation Squadron upon being 
transferred from Corps Aviation to the 30th 
Division on 16 January 1921; while the 114th 
Observation Squadron (ex-135th Squadron 
and 135th Observation Squadron), Alabama 
NG, was renumbered, once again, as the 
106th Observation Squadron when it was 
transferred from the 39th to the 31st Division. 

Fiscal Year 1925: When the 41st Division, 
Washington NG, was authorized in the Spring 
of 1924 to organize an observation squadron, 
the state's adjutant general, Maurice 


Thompson, offered to the cities of Seattle, 
Spokane and Tacoma the opportunity to be- 
come the base of the new unit. Spokane was 
the first to raise the necessary $10,000 for 
the erection of hangars and, based at that 
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city's Felts Field, the 116th Observation 
Squadron became on 6 August 1924 the only 
Guard squadron to be federally recognized \ 
during FY 1925. \\ ~ 

During FY 1925, as in FY 1924, while still 
suffering from lack of funds and equipment, 
the National Guard was able nonetheless to 
increase the number of personnel assigned to 
its air units by 120 officers and men, raising 
its total strength to 1,629 by 30 June 1925. 


Fiscal Year 1926: Besides being marked 
by the activation of two more squadrons — 
the 154th Observation Squadron on 24 Oc- 
tober 1925 at Little Rock as a Corps Aviation z v Fae: mt > 3 
unit in the Arkansas NG, followed on 7 May Jennies (JNS rebuilt at the Fairfield Air Intermediate Depot) of the 110th Observation Squadron. The 
1926 by the 107th Observation Squadron at insignia beneath the rear cockpit is that of the 35th Division, Missouri National Guard. mo ane 
East Jefferson, Detroit, in the 32nd Division, 
Michigan NG — FY 1926 saw the initiation of 
the first major change in equipment for the air 
units of the National Guard. So far these units | 
had received as “free issue” a number of 
Curtiss Jennies for which the Air Service was 
reimbursed by the Militia Bureau the sum of 
$2,000 per aircraft to meet the cost of recon- 
ditioning the equipment. However, by 1926 
the stock of Jennies with which to offset attri- 
tion and equip new units was practically 
exhausted. 

Consequently, a special board, consisting 
of three National Guard officers and three 
regular Army officers, was convened by the 
War Department at the request of the chief of 
the Militia Bureau to study the replacement ž z ae a a sans ee ihe 
question and the general problem of the sup- Personnel of the 120th Observation Squadron, Colorado National Guard, and their JNS being 
ply of National Guard observation squadrons. inspected on 1 June 1925, two years after this unit had been federally recognized. co anc 
After protracted discussions, the board 
recommended that each National Guard 
squadron be equipped with three Air Service 
observation aircraft and five advanced train- 
ers, or special National Guard airplanes. This 
recommendation was endorsed by the chief 
of the Militia Bureau who transferred avail- 
able funds to the Air Service for the purchase 
of fourteen Douglas O-2C observation bi- 
planes (serials NG26-1 through NG26-14) to 
be issued to older Guard squadrons. In order 
to complete the re-equipment program during 
FY 1928, additional funds were scheduled to 
be made available in the budget for fiscal b i C á 
years 1927 and 1928. — - pe ; anes 


Fiscal Year 1927: By Congressional Act, 
on 2 July 1926, the U.S. Army Air Corps suc- 
ceeded the Army Air Service and, as a 
consequence, the Army Air Corps was now to 
assist and support air units of the National 
Guard and to supply training and cadres for 
them. Furthermore, when ordered into federal ee 5 
service, the air units of the National Guard A break in the shade: ground crews of the 118th Observation Squadron, resting by a Curtiss O-11 of 


were now to be incorporated into the Army the Connecticut National Guard. cr ane 
Air Corps. 


Fiscal Year 1927 also saw one additional 
unit, the 112th Observation Squadron, 37th 
Division, Ohio NG, activated on 20 June, 
1927, bringing the total number of National 
Guard air units to seventeen squadrons man- 
ned by 330 officers and 1,636 enlisted men. 
During the year these squadrons took part in 
a number of emergency and relief operations 
including: mail service operated by the 105th 
Observation Squadron, Tennessee NG, when 
communications were cut off by the flooding 
of the Cumberland River; aerial delivery of 
mail and medication by the 120th Observa- 
tion Squadron, Colorado NG, following 
unusually heavy snow slides; and flood relief 
work performed in the Mississippi Valley by 
the 154th Observation Squadron, Arkansas 


Q 


pe H 


NG. Inspection time: An Air Corps Douglas C-1 transport with two Douglas O-2C's and six Consolidated 
Fourteen of the seventeen Guard squad- PT-1's of the 115th Observation Squadron, California National Guard, at Griffith Park Airfield during the 
rons were recipients of a Douglas O-2C at summer of 1927. ca anG 
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some point during this year, when delivery 
was made of aircraft ordered during FY 1926. 
However, the O-2C proved not entirely satis- 
factory and plans to order 27 additional air- 
craft of this type were shelved in favor of an 
order for 35 Curtiss O-11’s (serials 27-1 to 
27-35). In addition, 46 Consolidated PT-1 
trainers, out of 70 aircraft of this type (serials 
27-108 to 27-177) ordered by the Air Corps, 
were paid for with funds made available out 
of the Militia Bureau’s budget and were in- 
tended to complete the equipment of each 
Guard squadron with three observation air- 
craft (O-2C or O-11) and five trainers. Thus, 
although 104 were still on strength at the end 
of Fiscal Year 1927, the phase-out of the 
antiquated Curtiss JNS trainers, which had 
been the mainstay of National Guard air units 
since inception of the program, was planned 
to be completed by 1 September 1927. 


Fiscal Year 1928: The equipment modern- 
ization program initiated during Fiscal Year 
1926 was completed during Fiscal Year 1928 
when all Curtiss JNS trainers were phased 
out and the Guard squadrons received their 
complement of three observation aircraft and 
five Consolidated PT-1’s or O-17’s. However, 
while satisfactory as a JNS replacement, the 
Consolidated PT-1 was not ideally suited to 
NG requirements as it was a primary trainer 
with relatively limited performance. 

The first day of the year also saw the acti- 
vation of the eighteenth National Guard air 

: > : unit, the 108th Observation Squadron, 33rd 
Bearing the insignia of the 32nd Division, Michigan National Guard, this Consolidated PT-1 had been Division, Illinois NG. Manpower now ex- 
overhauled by the Fairfield Air Depot, hence the letter F.A.D. forward of its designation. macna ceeded 2,000 officers and enlisted men for 
the first time since the first air unit of the Na- 
tional Guard received federal recognition on 
17 January 1921. 

Fiscal Year 1929: No new air unit was 
added by the National Guard for the first time 
in nine years and FY 1929 was a year of 
consolidation rather than a year of growth. 

During the year the table of equipment for 
each National Guard observation squadron 
was changed to include four observation air- 
craft and four training aircraft. To cope with 
this change, additional Douglas O-2C’s were 
transferred from the Air Corps inventory while 
the first ten improved Douglas O-2H’s (serials 
28-349 to 28-358) ordered by the Militia Bu- 
reau during Fiscal Year 1928 were delivered. 
Additional orders for forty O-2H’s (serials 29- 
342 to 29-351, and 29-375 to 29-404) and 
twenty O-2K’s (serials 29-413 to 29-432) 
were placed during the year. 


a i Fiscal Year 1930: On 30 January 1930, 
Douglas O-2H of the 119th Observation Squadron. The fuselage insignia is that initially used by the air the last of the nineteen squadrons initially 
unit of the 44th Division, New Jersey National Guard. ni ane allocated to the National Guard — the 119th 
Observation Squadron, 44th Division, New 
Jersey NG — was activated. From that time 
until 27 September 1939, when the first of ten 
additional Guard squadrons authorized by 
Congress as part of the Air Corps expansion 
program was activated, manpower available 
to National Guard air units fluctuated be- 
tween 2,250 and 2,400 officers and enlisted 
men. 

Fiscal Year 1930 was marked by an up- 
grading of equipment to improve the overall 
effectiveness of the National Guard units. Or- 
ders were placed for one Douglas O-38A (se- 
rial 30-407) and twelve O-38’s (serials 30-408 
to 30-419). Powered by Pratt & Whitney R- 
1690 Hornet radials, these aircraft, being 
much improved versions of the long series of 

4 pas Douglas observation biplanes, were destined 

A bulky camera being installed in the rear cockpit of an O-2H from the 112th Observation Squadron, to be the standard mount of Guard observa- 
Ohio National Guard. on anc tion squadrons during much of the thirties. 
Other improvements included the substitution 
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of Browning machine guns for the obsolete 
Lewis guns previously used on flexible 
mount, the supply of photo-cameras and 
camera guns, and the replacement of older 
SCR 109-A radios with more reliable SCR 
136 sets. 

In spite of this re-equipping, the effective- 
ness of these units was much diminished as 
insufficient funds during the lean Depression 
years prevented proper maintenance and ex- 
pansion of existing facilities. So serious was 
the situation that several states had to be 
warned by the Militia Bureau that federal 
recognition of their National Guard air unit 
might be withdrawn if they continued failing to 
provide proper facilities. 


Fiscal Year 1931: Thirty-three O-38's (se- 
rials 31-349 to 31-379, 31-406 and 31-407) 
were ordered during the year to supplement 
the twelve aircraft from the previous year’s 
contract. As satisfactory progress was made 
toward providing adequate facilities for twelve 
of the nineteen National Guard observation 
squadrons, nine of them each received five 
O-38's. Beginning in September 1931, three 
other Guard squadrons received O-38B's, 
which had been ordered by the Army Air 
Corps, while the seven remaining squadrons 
retained their older Liberty-powered Douglas 
O-2H's as their observation aircraft. 

Fiscal Year 1932: During the year a 
change in the number of aircraft allocated to 
each squadron, from four to six observation 
aircraft, necessitated the placing of an order 
for thirty-three O-38B’s (serials 32-102 to 32- 
116, and 32-325 to 32-342). Thus, at the end 
of Fiscal Year 1932, thirteen squadrons were 
primarily equipped with Douglas O-38’s and 
O-38B's, while six were still flying Douglas O- 
2H's; however, all National Guard squadrons 
used either Douglas BT-1’s (redesignated O- 
2K’s) or Consolidated O-17’s as trainers. 


Fiscal Year 1933: Once again the compo- 
sition of National Guard squadrons was 
changed as the Douglas BT-1’s and their 
World War One vintage Liberty engines were 
beginning to show their age and as no suit- 
able replacements were immediately avail- 
able. Likewise, the Consolidated O-17’s, 
which were merely developments of the PT-1/ 
PT-3 trainers, had proved poor substitutes for 
the more powerful observation aircraft. It was 
thus necessary to replace O-17’s with addi- 
tional observation aircraft to bring normal 
squadron allocation to eight aircraft of a 
single type. 

To implement this plan, the National Guard 
Bureau, the newly adopted name for the 
former Militia Bureau, ordered from the Doug- 
las Aircraft Company an unarmed O-38D (se- 
rial 33-1) for use by the Bureau itself, and fif- 
teen O-38E’s (serials 33-2 through 33-16) 
and eight O-38F's (serials 33-322 through 33- 
329) for use by the squadrons. 

Fiscal Year 1934: In spite of receiving the 
aircraft it had purchased during the previous 
year and of ordering, early during FY 1934, 
an additional batch of twenty-two O-38E’s 
(serials 34-1 through 34-22), the National 
Guard ended the year by being forty aircraft 
short of its authorized strength of 153 aircraft 
(eight aircraft per squadron and one for the 
National Guard Bureau). However, as the 
Douglas O-38 series was rapidly approaching 
obsolescence, the National Guard Bureau 
elected to await the availability of aircraft of 
monoplane design rather than ordering an 
additional number of biplanes. 

On 5 December 1933, an amusing facet of 
the National Guard observation squadron's 


squadrons during the early thirties. usar 


at. See 


Consolidated O-17, the light observation aircraft which proved of limited utility with Guard units, in flight 


Bearing the insignia of the 102nd Observation Squadron, 27th Division, New York National Guard, this 
0-38 is typical of the Douglas observation biplanes which were the main mission aircraft of Guard 


ail 


near Felts Field, the base for the 116th Observation Squadron, Washington National Guard. wa ana 
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story — if not of their history — came to an 
end as Congress ratified the Twenty-First 
Amendment, which had prohibited the manu- 
facture, sale and transportation of intoxicating 
liquors. Prior to that time, an attractive, if 
highly unofficial, “fringe benefit” from flying 
with the Guard had prohibited the feasibility 
of “tanking up” during occasional “goodwill” 
flights into Canada and Mexico. Whether or 
not the loss of this “incentive” was real is 
most debatable; nonetheless, this anecdote 
became in some minds part of the unde- 
served flying club image given to the contem- 
porary activities of the Guard. 


Fiscal Year 1935: To bring the observation 
squadrons of the National Guard up to statu- 
tory strength, the Army Air Corps transferred 
to the Guard a number of O-38B’s ordered 
during Fiscal Year 1931 with AAC funds, as 
well as a number of BT-2 trainers which were 

, L. 4 unarmed and lower-powered derivatives of 
F f 41% 4 the O-38 series. Furthermore, the Army Air 


Corps scheduled for delivery to the National 


> = ‘4 BEPC F 2 P Guard forty-six of the seventy-one Douglas 


North American O-47A of the 115th Observation Squadron, California National Guard, flying by Mt. O-46A observation parasol monoplanes (se- 
Whitney, the highest point in the 48 contiguous states. ca anc rials 35-161 through 35-231) it had on order. 
With the influx of ex-Army Air Corps air- 


craft, the National Guard squadrons were 
able, at last, to step up their activities and for 
the first time to exceed the minimum of 
40,000 flight hours per year which had been 
set as a goal for the flying Guardsmen. 


Fiscal Year 1936: Scheduled to com- 
mence in January 1936, the delivery of the 
forty-six O-46A’s ordered by the Army Air 
Corps did not materialize during FY 1936; 
nevertheless, an additional nineteen aircraft 
of this type (serials 36-128 through 36-144, 
36-147 and 36-148) were ordered for the 
Guard. Still depending on the reliable O-38 
series, the observation squadrons of the Na- 
tional Guard continued to increase their level 
of activities and recorded a total of 45,852 
flight hours during the year. 

It was during the early part of that year that 
the War Department elected to identify 
closely the National Guard squadrons with 

TG WARS GU Bahi biade inelania ot th T01 TOG or Squadron: Massachuset their Air Service forebears with which they 

e white gull on a li lue circle insignia of the 101st Observation Squadron, i 

National Guard, ona North American OA7A. Today this insignia adorns Convair F-106A/B’s of the ARONI TAER bees eel Sa 
101st FIS, MA ANG. via coud 9 Photography the War Department reconstituted the 112th 

Aero Squadron and consolidated it with the 

112th Observation Squadron, Ohio NG. In a 

like manner, the other Guard squadrons were 

consolidated to perpetuate the history and 

traditions of their Air Service forebears. 

Fiscal Year 1937: With the delivery of the 
last O-46A taking place on 3 April 1937 and 
the transfer of O-38’s from newly re-equipped 
units to other observation squadrons, the Na- 
tional Guard was able to increase the statu- 
tory strength of each of its squadrons to nine 
aircraft. The year also saw the placing of an 
order for forty-five North American O-47A’'s 
(serials 37-324 to 37-368), the first type of 
aircraft fitted with a retractable undercarriage 
to be acquired for the National Guard. 

Fiscal Year 1938: A new increase in total 
allotment from 171 to 195 aircraft was author- 
ized during the year to provide training or 
similar type aircraft for use by regular Army 
Air Corps officers giving instrument flying in- 
structions and flight checks to Guardsmen. 
Moreover, to continue the modernization of 
the flying equipment of its squadrons, the Na- 
tional Guard Bureau placed during the year 
an order for forty-eight more O-47A's (serials 
North American O-47A of the 115th Observation Squadron, California NG, in 1940. witiam T. Larkins 38-271 through 38-318). 

In addition, the National Guard Bureau took 
delivery on 8 July 1937 of the Guard's first 
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multi-engined aircraft: the Y1C-37, 37-376 (a 
military staff transport version of the Lock- 
heed 10-A twin-engined airliner). 


Fiscal Year 1939: The rapidly deteriorating 
international situation prompted President 
F.D. Roosevelt to propose an ambitious Army 
Air Corps expansion program to more than 
triple the inventory from 1,775 to 5,500 air- 
craft. Under this program, which was ap- 
proved by Congress on 3 April 1939, not only 
were the personnel strength and aircraft allo- 
cation of the nineteen existing squadrons of 
the National Guard to be increased but the 
organization of ten new observation squad- 
rons was authorized as well. 

To implement the intent of this program, 
plans were made to increase the strength of 
each observation squadron to a total of four- 
teen aircraft including ten observation air- 
craft, three short-range liaison aircraft, and 
one basic combat trainer. Consequently, or- 
ders for fifty North American O-47B’s (serials 
39-89 through 39-138) and nineteen North 
American BC-1A trainers (39-798 through 39- 
816) were placed during FY 1939 while the 
ordering of short-range liaison aircraft was 
postponed to the next year. 


Fiscal Year 1940: The first two of the ten 
additional squadrons? authorized as part of 
the expansion program were activated during 
the year: the 153rd Observation Squadron, 
Mississippi NG, on 27 September 1939, and 
the 152nd Observation Squadron, Rhode 
Island NG, on 13 October 1939. With the acti- 
vation of the latter unit, the state of Rhode 
Island, which in 1923 had lost the 118th 
Observation Squadron to Connecticut, at last 


After its activation on 16 September 1940 the 105th Observation Squadron, Tennessee National Guard, moved to the Municipal Airport at ay 
South Carolina. One of its North American O-47B's is seen here over that airport. TN anc 


was able to have its own Guard squadron. Fol- 
lowing the formation of these two squadrons 
and the authorized increase in strength for 
each of the previously formed units, total man- 
power available to air units of the National 
Guard exceeded for the first time 2,500 offi- 
cers and enlisted men. Nevertheless, efficient 
growth was deterred by a major shortage of 
field servicing trucks. 

Record orders totaling 187 aircraft were 
placed by the National Guard Bureau and in- 
cluded ninety Curtiss O-52's (part of a contract 
for 203 aircraft of this type, serials 40-2688 
through 40-2890, issued by the War Depart- 
ment), ten North American BC-1A’s (40-707 
through 40-716), and eighty-seven Stinson O- 
49's (part of a contract for 100 of these air- 
craft—later redesignated L-1's—serials 40-192 


through 40-291). 


Fiscal Year 1941: As the year started, Bel- 
gium, Denmark, France, Luxemburg, the 
Netherlands and Norway had already fallen to 
Nazi invasions and the English sky was about 
to become the arena for one of the epic battles 
in aviation history. The United States, fortun- 
ately, was still spared the new war's miseries 
and thus was able to develop its armed forces. 
In so doing, the nation was able to draw upon 
land and air units of the National Guard which, 
for the most part, had reached a high standard 
of training. In particular, some of the crews of 
its observation squadrons had seven to eight 
years of military flying experience and were 
better trained than regular Army Air Corps/ 
Forces® personnel. 


North ‘American BC- 


bearing on its cowling the ace of spades insignia of the 116th 


Observation Squadron. wa anc 
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To better utilize the Guardsmen’s flight ex- 
perience, it was proposed to train as pursuit 
pilots three of the most proficient officers 
from each National Guard squadrons and to 
use these pilots as cadres for new Guard 
fighter squadrons which were to provide local 
air defense; however, while on the one hand 
not enough fighter aircraft were yet available 
to implement this plan, on the other the Army 
Air Corps/Forces had an urgent need for ex- 
perienced flight crews. Consequently, the 
idea of training Guardsmen as fighter pilots 
was not carried forth and instead some of 
these pilots were transferred to the Army Air 
Forces to serve as cadres for new units being 


organized in that service. 

In spite of this drain of experienced flight 
crews and the late deliveries of aircraft or- 
dered during FY 1940—none of the O-52’s 
and only a few O-49’s were received by the 
National Guard prior to 30 June 1941 due to 
changes in priority for airplane manufacture 
and delivery—seven new units were activated 
as follows: 


12 November 1940 
126th Observation Squadron, Wisconsin NG 


10 February 1941 
125th Observation Squadron, Oklahoma NG 


A camouflaged Douglas O-38E, 34-006, of the 125th Observation Squadron, Oklahoma ANG. The 
Oklahoma ANG was federally recognized on 10 February 1941. ox anc 


25 February 1941 
124th Observation Squadron, lowa NG 


2 March 1941 
122nd Observation Squadron, Louisiana NG 


10 April 1941 
121st Observation Squadron, 
District of Columbia NG 


18 April 1941 
123rd Observation Squadron, Oregon NG 


1 May 1941 
128th Observation Squadron, Georgia NG 


Nevertheless, pursuant to President Roose- 
velts call to active duty on 27 August 1940, 
the National Guard Bureau lost control of 
twenty-one of its observation squadrons 
when, beginning on 16 September 1940 with 
the 105th, 116th, 119th and 154th Squad- 
rons, these units were ordered into active 
service. Thus, on 30 June 1941, only seven 
units—the newly organized 121st, 122nd, 
123rd, 124th, 125th, 128th and 153rd Obser- 
vation Squadrons—were still under state con- 
trol. 


Fiscal Year 1942: The United States en- 
joyed peace for only the first five months and 
six days of this fiscal year. The National 
Guard, on August 1941, activated the 127th 
Observation Squadron, Kansas NG, its last 
authorized air unit. However, this unit was al- 
most immediately called to active duty as 
were the seven squadrons which had still 
been under state control at the end of FY 
1941. Thus, at the time of the Japanese at- 
tacks in the Pacific, all twenty-nine National 
Guard observation squadrons, and some 800 
officers and the enlisted men manning them, 
were on federal active duty. Their history, 
during World War Two is covered in some de- 
tail in the following chapter. 


Douglas O-38E, 33-4, of the 115th Observation Squadron, California NG, of the San Francisco Bay Airdrome, Alameda, in 1939. wiliam T. Larkins 
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Chapter4: Call to Active Duty and 
World War Two Operations 


On 1 September 1939 Hitler unleashed five 
armies, supported by Luftflotten 1 and 4, 
against Poland, and two days later France 
and Great Britain declared war on Germany 
in compliance with their alliance with 
Poland: World War Two had started. In a 
first demonstration of the awesome German 
military strength, Poland was forced to 
surrender on 28 September. A repeat 
performance of Hitlers Blitzkrieg drama 
opened up at first light on 10 May 1940 and, 
supplemented by Italian forces from 10 June, 
the Wehrmacht succeeded in gaining control 
of most of western continental Europe by 
the end of June. The Luftwaffe was then 
poised to strike at Great Britain. 

During the first ten months of the war, air 
supremacy and swift operations by mech- 
anized and armored divisions were proven by 
the Germans to be the key elements in 
achieving victory. America was, at that time, 
sorely lacking in both elements. 

As it was felt that, sooner or later, the 
United States would be drawn into the war, 
President Roosevelt moved to induct all 
federally recognized elements of the 
National Guard into active military service. 
By presidential executive order issued on 27 
August 1940, the twenty-one federally 
recognized Guard observation squadrons 
began their preparation for federal service 
while the organization of eight additional 
squadrons was accelerated. 


On 16 September 1940, in answer to the 
presidential call to active duty, the 105th 
Observation Squadron from Tennessee, the 
116th from Washington, the 119th from New 
Jersey, and the 154th from Arkansas, 
became the first National Guard flying units 
to corne under federal control. As shown in 
Table 3, they were followed by eight 
additional squadrons before the end of 1940, 
by nine squadrons during the first six 
months of 1941, and finally by the eight 
remaining squadrons. The last of these units 
to be activated was the 153rd Observation 
Squadron, Mississippi NG, which was 
federalized on 15 October 1941. 


É s r 4 ee ae ts ANE i oe i 7 A 
Stinson O-49 at Beaumont Airport, Texas, on 14 August 1941 during the Louisiana maneuvers. 
This aircraft bears on its tail the designator of the 107th Observation Squadron, Michigan NG 
and, on the wing, the designator of its previous owner, the 152nd Observation Squadron, Rhode 
Island National Guard. usar 


Initially it had been planned that these 
squadrons would be on active duty for one 
year during which, retaining their personnel 
and identity, they would undergo intensive 
training in preparation for any national 
emergency that might arise; however, the 
pressing need for cadres to help organize 
and train regular AAF units soon resulted in 
the transfer of some key personnel. Further- 
more, as the impending war created an 
equally urgent need for maintaining an 
efficient airline industry, capable of sup- 
plementing the then limited capability of the 
newly formed Air Transport Command, air- 
line pilots serving in Guard squadrons were 
released to resume their critical civilian 
occupation. In spite of these personnel 
drains, the twenty-nine Guard squadrons on 
active duty were able to increase their com- 
bat capabilities. More often than not they 
were relocated, immediately upon being 
activated, to bases with only minimal 
facilities and were thus forced to operate 
under conditions resembling those they 
would find once assigned to combat zones. 

Primary activities during this period 
consisted of aerial observation, anti-tank 
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reconnaissance, liaison, navigation, and gun- 
nery sorties in support of ground forces. In 
addition, several of these squadrons de- 
ployed for brief periods to take part in major 
maneuvers in the southeastern United 
States. 

To prevent the U.S. Navy from interfering 
with their operations in southeast Asia, the 
Philippines, and the southwest and central 
Pacific, the Japanese struck against Amer- 
ican forces on Oahu in the early morning 
hours of Sunday, 7 December 1941. A few 
hours later, U.S. installations in the Phil- 
ippines, Guam and Wake were also attacked 
by Japanese forces. With these acts of 
unprovoked aggression, the United States of 
America was drawn into the Second World 
War and the next day war on Japan was 
declared. Four days later Congress also 
declared war on Germany and Italy. 

The National Guard squadrons were 
placed on full war alert immediately after the 
news of the attack on Pearl Harbor had been 
received. However, as their mixture of 
observation and liaison aircraft were defi- 
nitely obsolete for use in combat zones (see 
Table 4) and, more particularly as enemy 


as we ed 


being camouflaged at the Texarkana Airfield, Texas, on 


16 August 1941. usar 


27 


SSS 
TABLE 3 
SQUADRONS OF THE NATIONAL GUARD IN WORLD WAR TWO 
CHRONOLICAL LISTING BY DATE OF CALL TO ACTIVE SERVICE 


Initial Assignment 


Subsequent Assignments 


Date Squadrons During Active Service To Theaters Of Operations 
16 Sep 1940 105th Obs Sq, Tenn NG Fourth Corps Area Zi 
16 Sep 1940 116th Obs Sq, Wash NG Ninth Corps Area Zi 
16 Sep 1940 119th Obs Sq, NJ NG Second Corps Area Zl 
16 Sep 1940 154th Obs Sq, Ark NG Eighth Corps Area MTO, Fifteenth Air Force 
15 Oct 1940 102nd Obs Sq, NY Second Corps Area Zl 
15 Oct 1940 107th Obs Sq, Mich NG Fourth Corps Area ETO, Eighth and Ninth Air Forces 
25 Nov 1940 101st Obs Sq, Mass NG First Corps Area ETO, Ninth Air Force and IX, XIX, and XXIX Tactical Air 
Commands 
25 Nov 1940 106th Obs Sq, Ala NG Fourth Corps Area PTO, Thirteenth Air Force 
25 Nov 1940 111th Obs Sq, Texas NG Eighth Corps Area MTO, Twelfth and Fifteenth Air Forces 
25 Nov 1940 112th Obs Sq, Ohio NG Fourth Corps Area ETO, Ninth Air Force 
25 Nov 1940 152nd Obs Sq, RI NG First Corps Area MTO, Fifteenth Air Force 
23 Dec 1941 110th Obs Sq, Mo. NG VII Army Corps PTO, Fifth Air Force 
6 Jan 1941 120th Obs Sq, Colo NG Third Army Zi 
17 Jan 1941 113th Obs Sq,Ind. NG V Army Corps Zl 
3 Feb 1941 104th Obs Sq, MD NG Il Army Corps Zi 
3 Feb 1941 108th Obs Sq, IL NG Second Army Canal Zone 
10 Feb 1941 109th Obs Sq, Minn NG V Army Corps ETO, Eighth and Ninth Air Forces 
17 Feb 1941 103rd Obs Sq, Penn NG Il Army Corps CBI, Tenth Air Force 
24 Feb 1941 118th Obs Sq, Conn NG IV Army Corps CBI, Tenth and Fourteenth Air Forces 
3 Mar 1941 115th Obs Sq, Cal NG Ill Army Corps CBI, Tenth Air Force 
2 June 1941 126th Obs Sq, Wisc NG II Army Corps ETO, Ninth Air Force and XII Tactical Air Comand 
1 Sep 1941 121st Obs Sq, DC NG 65th Observation Group MTO and ETO, Twelfth and Ninth Air Forces 
15 Sep 1941 123rd Obs Sq, Ore NG 70th Observation Group CBI, Tenth and Fourteenth Air Forces 
15 Sep 1941 124th Obs Sq, lowa NG II Air Support Command Zl 
15 Sep 1941 125th Obs Sq, Okla Ng 68th Observation Group ETO, Ninth Air Force and XXIX Tactical Air Command 
15 Sep 1941 128th Obs Sq, Georgia NG II Air Support Command MTO, Fifteenth Air Force 
1 Oct 1941 122nd Obs Sq, LANG 68th Observation Group MTO, Fifteenth Air Force 
6 Oct 1941 127th Obs Sq, Kansas NG 68th Observation Group CBI, 2nd Air Commando Group, and PTO, Thirteenth and Seventh 
Air Forces 
15 Oct 1941 153rd Obs Sq, Miss NG Fourth Corps Area ETO, Ninth Air Force and IX Tactical Air Command 
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1941 Louisiana Maneuver: Sharing the apron with aircraft from the Army Air Force are six O-47B’s, three O-49’s, one O-38E and one BC-1A from the 


107th Observation Squadron, Michigan National Guard, which had been activated on 15 October 1940. usar 


Lt. Young of the 115th Observation Squadron, California National Guard, in the cockpit of a North American O-47B at Garlic Springs, Bicycle Dry Lake, 
California, early during World War Two. The aircraft in the background is a Douglas O-46A. ca ane 


TABLE 4 
ACTIVATED OBSERVATION SQUADRONS 
BASE & ASSIGNED AIRCRAFT 
30 NOVEMBER 1941 
Other Types 
Observation Aircraft of Aircraft 
0-31B O-38B O-43A O-46A 0-47A 0-49 0-52 0-57 O-58A 0-59 Total 
D/E 0-47B 0-58B 
101st Observation Squadron 4 4 3 4 15 
Camp Edwards, MA 
102nd Observation Squadron 6 2 3 1 1x C-45A 13 
Reilly Field, Ft. McClellan, AL 
103rd Observation Squadron 6 3 3 1 13 
Harrisburg, PA 
104th Observation Squadron 6 3 3 6 18 
Detrick Field, Frederick, MD 
105th Observation Squadron 1 1 5 10 17 
Columbia AAB, SC 
106th Observation Squadron 9 3 12 
Birmingham MAP, AL 
107th Observation Squadron 5 1 1x C-45A 7 
Camp Beauregard, Alexandria, LA 
108th Observation Squadron 1 z 3 3 14 


Chicago MAP, IL 
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Observation Aircraft 


Other Types 


0-31B 0-38B 0-43A 0-46A 0-47A 0-49 0-52 0-57 0-58A 0-59 FAircraft Total 
D/E 0-47B O-58B 

109th Observation Squadron 7 2 6 15 
Camp Beauregard, Alexandria, LA 

110th Observation Squadron T 3 10 
Adams Field, Little Rock, AR 

111th Observation Squadron 5 4 3 4 6 22 
Brownwood MAP, TX 

112th Observation Squadron 8 3 1 12 
Pope Field, Ft. Bragg, NC 

113th Observation Squadron 4 1 1 6 
Key Field, Meridian, MS 

115th Observation Squadron 1 5 3 1x BC-1A 10 
Paso Robles, CA 

116th Observation Squadron 8 3 11 
Gray Field, Ft. Lewis, WA 

118th Observation Squadron 7 3 3 4 1 5 1 x C-45A 24 
Jacksonville MAP, FL 

119th Observation Squadron 3 3 10 16 
Newark AP, NJ 

120th Observation Squadron 7 3 10 
Biggs Field, Bliss, TX 

121st Observation Squadron 2 1 1 4 1x AT-6A 9 
Columbia AAB, SC 

122nd Observation Squadron 3 1 1 1x BC-1A 6 
New Orleans AAB, LA 

123rd Observation Squadron 1 1x BC-1A 2 
Gray Field, Ft. Lewis, WA 

124th Observation Squadron 2 1 1x BC-1A 4 
Ft. Leavenworth, KS 

125th Observation Squadron 2 1 1xBC-1A 4 
Post Field, Ft. Sill, OK 

126th Observation Squadron 1 3 4. 1xBC-1A 9 
Ft. Dix, NJ 

127th Observation Squadron Al 1 1xBC-1A 3 
Ft. Leavenworth, KS 

128th Observation Squadron 2 1 1xBC-1A 4 
Lawson Field, Ft. Benning, GA 

152nd Observation Squadron 2 3 9 6 1xBC-1A 21 
Ft. Devens, MA 

153rd Observation Squadron 3 3 4 1 TA 
Key Field, Meridi an, MS 

154th Observation Squadron 1 10 2 3 16 
Post Field, Ft. Sill, OK 

National Guard Bureau 1 1xA-17A 4 
Bolling Field, DC 1xC-37 

1xC-56 
TOTAL 1 15 5 35 113 59 41 10 18 25 16 338 


Source: National Guard Aviation, 1940—41, Dr. Robert Krauskopf, AAHS Journal, Vol. 5, No. 1, Spring 1960 
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North American BC-1A from the 101st Observation Squadron, 
Massachusetts ANG, in 1940. watter Fleming 


North American BC-1A from the 115th Observation Squadron, in 1940. 


René Francillon Collection 
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submarines operating off U.S. shores 
presented a greater immediate threat, most 
of these squadrons were retained for use on 
antisubmarine patrols. To fulfill their new 
mission, they were quickly redeployed from 
the eighteen states where they had been 
based on 7 December 1941, to fourteen 
states and the Canal Zone. Thus, by early 
January 1942, deployment of the twenty-nine 
National Guard squadrons was as follows: 
seventeen were flying antisubmarine patrols 
along the eastern seaboard, three were 
flying similar missions over the Gulf of 
Mexico, five squadrons patrolled the Pacific 
Coast, three were training with ground 
forces in the central United States, and one, 
the 108th Observation Squadron, had been 
transferred to the Canal Zone." 

When the former Guard squadrons (upon 
being called to active duty they had become 
units of the United States Army Air Corps/Air 
Forces) began flying antisubmarine patrols 
they were still equipped for the most part 
with their prewar aircraft. The main 
observation types then in use were North 
American O-47's, Douglas O-38’s and O-46’s, 
and Curtiss O-52’s; in addition, Stinson 
0-49’s (redesignated L-1's in 1942) were 
operated by these squadrons in the 
battlefield reconnaissancelliaison role while 
North American BC-1A’s were used for 
advanced and instrument training. Among 
this motley collection of obsolete and 
obsolescent aircraft, only the O-47A/B’s 
could then be regarded as semimodern as, 
with fully enclosed cockpit and retractable 
undercarriage, they were capable of a top 
speed of 221 mph" and could carry two 
325-Ib. depth charges. 

0-47’s, in addition to serving if not glamor- 
ously at least reliably with squadrons 
searching for enemy submarines along the 
American shores, were selected to equip, as 
part of Combat Team X, a unit specially 
formed with ten aircraft and crews from as 
many ex-National Guard squadrons. Bound 
for Singapore, where they were scheduled to 
fly coastal patrols, the crews were shipped 


First wartime assignment for most activated Guard squadrons was antisubmarine patrols. Here, two 
O-47A’s of the 115th Observation Squadron are seen returning from a sortie on 30 July 1942. ca anc 


“Among the motley collection of aircraft operated by Guard squadrons during the first year of the war i 
was this Curtiss P-40F of the 120th Observation Squadron, Colorado National Guard, seen here as it 
appeared on 12 October 1942. usar 


Douglas A-24 from the 102nd Observation Squadron, New York National Guard, at Camp Robinson, Arkansas. usaF 


Bell P-39N-1-BE from the 122nd Observation Squadron over French Morocco. LA anc 


out of San Francisco on 12 January 1942 
aboard the President Coolidge while their 
aircraft left the next day on board the SS 
Mariposa. While at sea, the situation in 
Malaya deteriorated rapidly (eventually Com- 
monwealth forces in Singapore surrendered 
to the Japanese on 15 February 1942) and 
both vessels were diverted to Australia. 
There, Combat Team X reassembled its 
aircraft and used them briefly for antisub- 
marine duties. However, the crews were 
soon transferred to other USAAF units in the 
area and, like their sister ships in the United 
States, the antipodean O-47’s were not 
called to perform more bellicose activities. 
During the first six months of 1942, more 
modern equipment began to trickle down to 
the ex-Guard squadrons. However, in this 
period AAF combat and operational losses 
could be made up only barely by new 
aircraft deliveries and priority had to be 
given to units facing the Japanese onslaught 
in the Pacific and to those being prepared 
for deployment to England. Nonetheless, a 
small number of fighters (such as Bell 
P-39’s, Curtiss P-40's and Republic P-43’s), 
attack aircraft (Douglas A-20’s and A-24’s), 
and twin-engine bombers (Douglas B-18’s 
and Lockheed B-34’s) were added to the 
inventory of these squadrons, enabling their 
crews to familiarize themselves with aircraft 
of performance similar to those they would 
soon be called to operate in combat. At the 
same time, the drain of experienced person- 
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nel continued, with more officers and men 
being transferred to other AAF units. (All in 
all, and counting personnel retained in their 
original units, the Guard contributed 468 
pilots to the USAAF.) 

The menace of enemy submarines peaked 
in February 1942 when, in addition to having 
to deal with Kriegsmarine U-boat operations 
in the Gulf of Mexico, the Caribbean and the 
eastern seaboard, the United States had to 
contend with the threat of Japanese 
submarine operations off the West Coast.? 
The danger gradually receded as better 
defensive methods prompted the U-boats to 
operate further out in the Atlantic and as the 
U.S. Navy victory during the Battle of 
Midway in early June 1942 forced the 
Imperial Japanese Navy to focus its opera- 
tions in the Solomons. Thus, the ex-Guard 
squadrons were progressively able to 
concentrate their efforts in support of 
training ground troops and, in the case of 
several of them, in preparation of their 
deployment overseas. 

The first squadrons to be alerted for 
assignment to overseas theaters of 
operations were the 107th, 109th, and 152rd 
which, as part of the 67th Observation 
Group, were to move to England, and the 
111th, 122nd, and 154th which, forming the 
68th Observation Group, were to take part in 
Operation Torch, the Allied invasion of 
French North Africa. Leaving their aircraft in 
the United States, the pilots and ground 


personnel of the 67th Observation Group 
were shipped across the Atlantic in August- 
September 1942. Setting up station at Mem- 
bury, Wiltshire, on 7 September, the 107th, 
109th and 153rd became the first ex-Guard 
squadrons to take up duty in a theater of 
operations. However, as related later, they 
remained without combat aircraft for an 
extended period of time and, thus, they were 
preceded in combat by the three squadrons 
of the 68th Observation Group. 

Equipped in the United States with 
combat-worthy Douglas A-20’s, the squad- 
rons of the 68th Observation Group were ear- 
marked for operations in North Africa. 
Beginning in late September 1942, their flight 
crews ferried the A-20’s across the South 
Atlantic while their ground personnel and 
equipment were shipped via the North 
Atlantic and the United Kingdom. The first 
duty stations were Fedala, Morocco, where 
the 122nd arrived on 9November and St. 
Leu, Algeria, where the 111th and 154th 
arrived the following day. Shortly after the 
group began operations, its squadrons were 
detached for separate duty to carry out 
diverse activities over a wide area. In the 
process, these squadrons soon flew a 
mixture of aircraft including A-20’s, P-38's, 
P-40’s and P-43’s as their A-20B’s were 
needed to make up combat attritions in the 
47th Bombardment Group. 

Transferred to French Morocco, the 111th 
Observation Squadron flew antisubmarine 
and convoy escort patrols, as well as patrols 
along the border with Spanish Morocco, until 
March 1943 when it was taken out of opera- 
tions. Redesignated as the 111th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron (Fighter) on 31 May 1943, 
the unit was retrained with Allison-powered 
North American Mustangs (P-51’s, P-51A’s 
and A-36A’s). Ready to return to combat in 
time for the Allied invasion of Sicily, the 
111th went back to operations at Bou Ficha, 
Tunisia, on 7 July 1943, distinguishing itself 
while performing in the tactical recon- 
naissance role. Following advancing troops, 
the unit operated from Sicily beginning on 
14 July 1943, from Italian bases starting on 
16 September 1943, from Corsica in July and 
August 1944, and finally, commencing in 
mid-August 1944, from bases in southern 
and eastern France. During its two years as 
a combat unit in the MTO, the 111th Tactical 
Reconnaisance Squadron (designation which 
was adopted on 13 November 1943) flew an 


assortment of P-51/F-6 Mustangs, with 
Merlin-powered versions replacing earlier 
models in 1944. One of its pilots, Lt. V.S. 
Rader, became an ace during the last month 
of the war in Europe and was credited with 
the destruction of 6% enemy aircraft. 

Also initially flying antisubmarine and con- 
voy patrols from French Morocco, the 122nd 
Observation Squadron was transferred on 
22nd March 1943 to Berrechid, French 
Morocco, to become part of the newly 
formed 12th Training Command. Equipped 
with an assortment of fighter aircraft, the 
unit trained Allied crews arriving in North 
Africa in the radio and tactical procedures 
being used in this theater. While performing 
this necessary but glamorless duty, the 
squadron had most of its personnel trans- 
ferred out as experienced pilots and ground 
crews were needed by combat units. Finally, 
on 8 November 1943, the last sixteen officers 
and men, as well as the files of the 122nd, 
were taken over by a new unit, the 885th 
Bombardment Squadron (Heavy). With its 
Boeing B-17’s, later supplemented by 
Convair B-24’s, the 885th BS flew special 
Carpetbagger missions from Algerian and 
Italian bases. These activities, which 
included transporting agents and supplies to 
partisans in occupied Europe and dropping 
leaflets, were carried out with distinction 
between October 1943 and VE-Day. 

After flying antisubmarine patrols from 
Algerian and Moroccan bases for three 
weeks in December 1942 — January 1943, 
the 154th Observation Squadron (the third 
squadron assigned to the 68th Observation 
Group) soon relinquished its A-20B’s. Re- 
equipped with P-38's, P-39’s and P-51’s, and 
serving as a tactical reconnaissance unit 
during the Algeria-Tunisia campaign, it 
became in April 1943 the first USAAF unit to 
take the Allison-powered Mustang into 
combat. During this period its personnel also 
modified P-38’s into photographic recon- 
naisance aircraft by installing cameras in 
the aircraft's nose, as was later done at 
depots in the United States to produce the 


Supermarine Spitfire F. Mk. VB, coded AX-D, of the 107th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, 67th Tactical 
formerly belonged to the Michigan National Guard. usar 
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Nicknamed “The Snoopers,” the 111th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, 68th Reconnaissance 
Group, was the direct successor of the prewar flying unit of the Texas National Guard. A veteran North 
American F-6A, assigned to B Flight, is seen here in Italy. tx ane 
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Claimed to be the first Allied aircraft to land in Southern France, this North American F-6C of the 111th 
Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron was flown on this occasion by Lt. Stanley Fierstein of 
Houston, Texas. usaF 
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Reconnaissance Group, in England. This un 
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Two former Guard squadrons, the 101st and 126th, flew unarmed Lockheed F-5's in the ETO after 
being respectively redesignated the 39th and 34th Photographic Reconnaissance Squadrons. usar 


F-4 and F-5 variants of the Lockheed Light- 
ning. On 11 May 1943, while based in 
Tunisia, the squadron was taken out of oper- 
ations to be reorganized. Equipped with 
Lockheed P-38G/J’s and F-4’s and redes- 
ignated the 154th Weather Reconnaissance 
Squadron, it was assigned to the Fifteenth 
Air Force and, from February 1944 until the 
end of the war, it operated from Bari, Italy, 
in support of the heavy bombers. In so 
doing, its pilots not only flew ahead of the 
bombers to provide weather data but, often, 
they remained with these aircraft to give a 
steady flow of information and to report on 
target damage. 

In the Mediterranean Theater of Opera: 
tions these three units were later joined by 
three other ex-Guard squadrons. Activated 
on 1 May 1941, the 128th Observation Squad- 
ron, Georgia NG, was still in its home state 
when the war started. While flying the usual 
antisubmarine patrols during the first 
months of the war, this unit was redesig- 
nated 21st Antisubmarine Squadron. On 28 
September 1943, after twenty-nine months 
on active duty in the southeastern United 
States, the unit was reorganized at Ephrata 
AAB, WA, as a B-17 unit and became the 
840th Bombardment Squadron (Heavy). As 
part of the 483rd BG, Fifteenth Air Force, it 
began combat operations from Sterparone, 
Italy, on 12 April 1944 with an attack against 
an aircraft component factory at. Fischa- 
mend Markt in Austria. After VE-Day, the 
885th transported redeployed personnel 
between Italy and French Morocco; it was 
finally inactivated at Pisa, Italy, on 25 Sep- 
tember 1945. 

Inactivated on 18 October 1942, after 
having flown the usual early wartime anti- 
submarine patrols, the unit from the District 
of Columbia NG received a new lease on life 
some six months later when it was organ- 
ized anew as the 121st Liaison Squadron. 
After training in the United States, the unit 
was sent to Algeria where it remained for 
three months during the spring of 1944. 
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Finally, having moved to Italy in July 1944, 
the 121st Liaison Squadron went operational 
in September of that year. Equipped with 
Piper L-4’s and Stinson L-5’s, it flew in 
support of U. S. ground troops fighting in 
France and northern Italy until the Germans 
surrendered. Another unit tracing its lineage 
to a prewar Guard unit, Rhode Island’s 
152nd Observation Squadron, had an even 
shorter combat history. Redesignated the 
37th Photographic Reconnaissance Squad- 
ron on 19 March 1944, this unit arrived in 
Italy eight months later and was operational 
with Lockheed F-5’s between February and 
March 1945 only. 

As previously mentioned, the three squad- 
rons forming the 67th Observation Group 
had become in September 1942 the first ex- 
Guard units to arrive, though without 
aircraft, in the European Theater of 
Operations. With the assignment of a few 
Stinson L-5’s, flying activity was resumed at 
a slow pace. The availability of additional 
aircraft, including Piper L-4’s, de Havilland 
Tiger Moth trainers, Douglas Bostons (the 
export version of the A-20 which was then in 
RAF service), and Supermarine Spitfire VB 
fighters, enabled the units’ personnel to 
continue training and to furnish support 
activities such as target towing and liaison 
flights. In addition, some air defense sorties 
were flown with Spitfires; individual Boston 
crews also began operating with RAF 
squadrons. 


On 31 May 1943, the 107th and 109th were 
redesignated Reconnaissance Squadrons 
(Fighter) while responsibility for the liaison 
activities was given to the group’s third 
squadron which became the 153rd Liaison 
Squadron. This change, however, was not 
accompanied by an increase in activity as 
long as the 67th Reconnaissance Group 
(changed from Observation Group in May 
1943) was assigned to the Eighth Air Force. 
In preparation for the Allied invasion of 
Europe, the 67th was redesignated a Tactical 
Reconnaissance Group and, effective on 13 


November 1943, it was transferred to the 
Ninth Air Force. At that time the 107th and 
109th moved to Middle Wallop, England, and 
received the first of their F-6A’s (camera- 
equipped version of the Allison-powered 
Mustang) while the 153rd Liaison Squadron 
relocated to Keevil and was wholly-equipped 
with Stinson L-5’s. 

Combat operations began on 20 December 
1943, when the 107th Tactical Recon- 
naissance Squadron flew its first two sorties 
over France. During the following months 
this unit, joined by the 12th TRS of the 67th 
TRG", photographed “Nobalis” sites (V-1 
launching pads) in the Pas de Calais area. 
Beginning on 23 February 1944, the 
squadrons of the 67th TRG were assigned 
the responsibility of photographing, from an 
altitude of 3,000 to 6,000 feet, a 160-mile 
strip of French coastline and two 120-mile 
inshore strips, covering all possible invasion 
areas. In the process the unit flew 83 
missions (67 of which being credited to the 
107th TRS) without the loss of a single 
aircraft and brought back 9,500 photographs 
which were put to good use in planning and 
carrying out the Allied landings in 
Normandy. 


Launched during the night of 5-6 June 
1944, Operation Overlord took the Nazis by 
surprise and, despite fairly heavy losses in 
some areas, solidly established Allied beach- 
heads in France. Following the advancing 
troops for which they were providing tactical 
reconnaissance, the 107th and 109th TRS 
moved to the continent, with the 107th 
operating from Landing Strip A-4 at Deux 
Jumeaux for seven days beginning on 28 
June, and then moving on to Landing Strip 
A-9 at Le Molay to join the 109th TRS. 
Subsequently, these two squadrons, by then 
flying Merlin-powered F-6C/D's, moved from 
base to base in northern France, Belgium 
(from which they operated with conspicuous 
success during the fierce Battle of the 
Bulge), and Germany to end the war at 
Eschwege in the ruins of the Third Reich. 

Later arrivals in the ETO included the 
112th (ex-Ohio NG) and the 125th (ex-Okla- 
homa NG) Liaison Squadrons which, having 
arrived in England in June 1944 and moved 
to the continent two months later, flew 
courier and liaison sorties for American 
ground troops operating in northern Europe. 
In addition, two Photographic Recon- 
naisance Squadrons serving in this theater 
were the scions of Observation Squadrons: 
the 101st of Massachusetts, which became 
the 39th PRS on 29 March 1944, and the 
126th of Wisconsin, which was redesignated 
the 34th PRS on 11 August 1943. The latter 
unit arrived in England in March 1944 and 
began combat operations from Chalgrove on 
the 19th of the following month. Assigned to 
the 10th Photographic Group, Ninth Air 
Force, and equipped primarily with Lockheed 
F-4’s and F-5’s (with some North American 
F-10’s'* and Douglas A-20’s being added 
later on) the 34th PRS operated from French 
bases from August 1944 until after VE-Day. 
The combat career of the 39th PRS spanned 
only two months as, after arriving in France 
on 24 January 1945, it did not become opera- 
tional until 16 March; war’s end saw it based 
at Wiesbaden, Germany. 


In the Southwest Pacific, after the pre- 
viously related aborted debut of Combat 
Team X, only two ex-Guard squadrons took 
part in the war against the Japanese. The 
110th Reconnaissance Squadron (Fighter), 
equipped with Bell P-39Q’s when it arrived in 


Brisbane, Australia on 5 December 1943, 
moved almost immediately to New Guinea. 
While stationed at Port Moresby, the 110th 
detached flights to Gusap to commence 
combat operations on 21 January 1944 as 
part of the 71st Group, Fifth Air Force. 
Moving along the north coast of New Guinea 
the 110th TRS (designation adopted on 10 
May 1944) was re-equipped with Curtiss 
P-40N’s in the late summer of 1944. 

Following MacArthur's return to the Philip- 
pines, the 110th TRS took up station at 
Dulag, Leyte, from which it was operating 
when eleven of its P-40N’s wiped out a small 
naval convoy on 24 November, killing 1,500 
Japanese troops. It repeated this success on 
26 December when twenty of its pilots 
warded off a Japanese naval force threaten- 
ing the American beachhead on Mindoro. 
Soon thereafter it received North American 
F-6D’s and F-6K’s and with these aircraft it 
moved to Lingayen, Luzon, in January 1945. 
Shortly before the Japanese surrender the 
110th TRS moved to le Shima, its last 
wartime station. 

Redesignated from 106th Observation 
Squadron to 106th Reconnaissance Squad- 
ron (Bombardment) on 2 April 1943, the 
former Alabama NG unit was then stationed 
at Camp Campbell, KY, where it began 
training on North American B-25’s. First 
alerted for deployment overseas in August 
1943, the squadron eventually joined the 
Thirteenth Air Force on Guadalcanal in mid- 
November 1943. Assigned to that Air Force’s 
42nd Bombardment Group and based on 
Sterling Island, the 106th flew its first 
combat sorties against the Japanese on 30 
January 1944. Retaining its B-25’s until the 
end of the war, but redesignated the 100th 
Bombardment Squadron (Medium), the unit 
successively operated from New Guinea 
(Hollandia and  Sansapor), Morotai and 
Palawan. 

Starting on 28 March 1944, when the 118th 
TRS began flying defense patrols in India to 
the rear of the combat zone, five ex-Guard 
squadrons were operational against the 
Japanese in the China-Burma-India theater 
of operations. By far the most active was the 
118th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
which was transferred in June 1944 from the 
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Curtiss P-40N'’s from the 110th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron photographed over the Philippines 


from the waist position of a Consolidated B-24. mo anc 


Tenth Air Force in India to the Fourteenth 
Air Force in China. Within the Fourteenth, 
the squadron was first attached to the 23rd 
Fighter Group, the heir of the famous Flying 
Tigers, with which it flew its first ground 
support sorties from Kewilin on 18 June 1944 
to help blunt a Japanese offensive. Opera- 
ting successively from Liuchow, Suichwan, 
and Laohwangping, the 118th TRS’s status 
within the 23rd Fighter Group was changed 
in January 1945 when it became a full 
component of that prestigious group. In 
fourteen months of heavy operations, during 
most of which time it was equipped with 
North American F-6C’s after having entered 
operations with Curtiss P-40N’s, the 
squadron earned an impressive combat 
record. At least five of its pilots became 
aces: Lt. Col. E. O. McComas (17 air 
victories), Capt. M. M. Lubner and Brig. 
Gen. C. D. Vincent (6 victories each), and 
Capts.L.F. Jones and O. S. Watts (5 
victories each). 

During September 1944 the former Penn- 
sylvania (103rd Observation Squadron) and 
Oregon (123rd Observation Squadron) Guard 
units became operational in the China- 


Burma-India theater as Photographic Recon- 
naissance Squadrons equipped with Lock- 
heed F-5’s. The first of these units, which 
had become the 40th PRS on 21 October 
1943, arrived at Guskhara, India, in July 1944, 
flew its first combat sortie on 6 September 
1944 and remained a component of the 
India-based 8th Photographic Group, Tenth 
Air Force, until the end of the war. The 35th 
PRS (designation given on 11 August 1943) 
arrived at Guskhara one month before the 
40th PRS but was transferred to China in 
September 1944 for service with the 
Fourteenth Air Force. Two weeks before VJ- 
Day, while stationed at Laohwangping, the 
35th PRS was again assigned to the Tenth 
Air Force. 

In the CBI theater of operations, two Liai- 
son Squadrons, the 115th (ex-California NG) 
and 127th (ex-Kansas NG) flew observation, 
light transport and evacuation sorties for 
ground forces in the battle areas. Equipped 
with Stinson L-1’s and L-5’s and with some 
Piper L-4’s, the 115th had arrived in India 
during November 1944. Entering into 
Operations on 3 December 1944, the 115th 
was successively based at forward fields in 
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Line-up of North American F-6K’s from the 110th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron at le Shima on 12 August 1945. moana 
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Redesignated the 115th Liaison Squadron on 2 April 1943, the former California National Guard unit operated Stinson L-1’s (illustrated) and L-5’s in the 


India, Burma and China. The 127th began its 
combat career at Cox’s Bazaar within five 
weeks of its arrival in India on 16 December 
1944. However, on 19 May 1945, the unit was 
withdrawn from the front prior to being 
shipped to Okinawa where it arrived one 
month after the end of the war. 

To round up the history of the Guard’s 
contribution to the American wartime effort, 
mention must be made of the eight squad- 
rons which were retained stateside. After 
serving for periods of up to forty-three 
months in a variety of duties, these squad- 
rons were inactivated prior to the end of the 
war. The first to go was the 105th Recon- 
naissance Squadron (Bombardment) which 
was phased out on 15 August 1943; it was 


CBI theater beginning in November 1944. usar 


followed on 30 November 1943 by the 113th, 
116th and 120th Tactical Reconnaissance 
Squadrons, on 15 April 1944 by the 102nd 
TRS, and finally on 1 May 1944 by the 124th 
TRS and the 489th and 490th Fighter Squad- 
rons (previously designated the 104th and 
119th Observation Squadrons). Likewise, 
after serving for some twenty-one months in 
the Canal Zone, the 108th Reconnaissance 
Squadron (Special) was inactivated at 
Howard Field, CZ, on 1 November 1943. 
After VJ-Day, eighteen of the twenty ex- 
Guard squadrons still on active duty were 
rapidly inactivated between 25 September 
1945, when the 840th Bombardment Squad- 
ron (ex-128th Observation Squadron, Georgia 
NG) was released, and 25 December 1945 


when the 115th Liaison Squadron was 
phased out. The 110th Tactical Reconnais- 
sance Squadron soldiered on into 1946, 
being finally released on 20 February, while 
the heir of the 101st Observation Squadron, 
Massachusetts NG, remained on active duty 
until 29 July 1946. 

When the inactivation process was finally 
complete, all twenty-nine units were again 
assigned their old squadron numbers and 
were allotted to their original states. 
Together with fifty-five ex-AAF regular 
squadrons, which had also been inactivated 
after the war, they were to be reorganized to 
constitute, as detailed in the next chapter, 
the air component of the expanded postwar 
National Guard. 


Under primitive conditions mechanics work on the Lycoming R-680-9 engine of a Stinson L-1A. Two ex-Guard Liaison Squadrons, the 115th and 127th, 
operated this type of aircraft in the CBI theater. usar 
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Chapters: The Air National Guard— 
Postwar Developments and 
Korean War Activation 
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Following the end of World War Two, 
rapid demobilization, with its attendant 
losses of highly-skilled personnel, seriously 
weakened the Army Air Forces (between 
September and December 1945, the AAF 
shrank from 2,253,000 personnel to less than 
889,000 while total aircraft inventory was 
reduced from 63,745 aircraft on 10 August 
1945 to 34,195 on 30 June 1946). Therefore, 
in order to provide a first-line reserve 
component for the postwar military estab- 
lishment, it became necessary to assign a 
greater importance to the air arm of the 
National Guard. As conceived, this reserve 
component was to be capable of rapid 
expansion to war strength and to furnish air 
units fit for immediate service anywhere in 
the world. 

The original plan for the organization of 
the postwar National Guard air units was 
prepared by the Army Air Forces and pre- 
sented to the air staff of 9 October 1945. On 
26 November 1945 a revised version of this 
plan was approved by the Commanding Gen- 
eral, Army Air Forces, and forwarded to the 
Chief of Staff, United States Army, with 
recommendations that it be approved for 
initial implementation and further planning. 
However, pending decisions as to the organ- 
ization, strength and composition of the 
postwar Regular Army, no immediate action 
was taken to implement this plan. Finally, on 
30 January 1946, the Army Chief of Staff 
directed that National Guard air units be 
activated and, ten days later, the plan was 
announced to the several states. Unit 
allotments, revised on the basis of — . : 
comments from the several states, were Four P-51D's—three from the 120th (Colorado) and one from the 124th (Iowa) Fighter Squadron 
announced on 24 May 1946 and the organ- (SE)—displaying the NG markings used on Guard aircraft in the immediate postwar period. co ana 
ization of the National Guard air units 
proceeded without further significant delays. 

While these planning activities were taking 
place, the dual (federal and state) mission of 
the National Guard was defined as follows: 

1. Mission of the National Guard of the 
United States: to provide a reserve compo- 
nent of the Army and Army Air Forces of the 
United States, capable of expansion to 
immediate war strength, able to furnish land 
and air units fit for service anywhere in the 
world, trained and equipped to: 

a. defend critical areas of the United 
States against land, seaborne or air- 
borne invasion, 

b. assist in covering the mobilization and 
concentration of the remainder of the 
reserve forces, 

c. participate, by unit, in all types of 
operations, including the offensive, 
either in the United States or overseas. 

2. Mission of the National Guard of the 
several states: to provide sufficient organ- 
izations in each state so trained and 
equipped as to enable them to function effi- 
ciently at existing strength in the protection 
of life and property and the preservation of 
peace, order and public safety, under com- 
petent orders of the state authorities. 

Its mission having been confirmed and the 
basis for its organization having been agreed 


to, the National Guard proceeded with per- The ace of spades pierced by a stiletto insignia was approved for the 116th Observation Squadron, 
sonnel recruitment and the planning required Washington National Guard, on 6 July 1931. It is seen here beneath the cockpit of a 116th FS P-51D. 
to obtain federal recognition. Subsequent WA ANG 
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In addition to its re-organized prewar squadrons, the National Guard organized during the late ‘forties 
55 new squadrons. Thunderbolts (with P-47D, 42-28788, in the foreground) from one such squadron, 
the 137th Fighter Squadron (SE), New York National Guard, are seen at White Plains. ny ane 


events are summarized anon by fiscal year. 

Fiscal Year 1946: According to the 
modified organization plan, a total of 541 
units of the air arm of the National Guard 
were allotted to the states. Most were 
support units, such as weather detachments, 
anti-aircraft batteries, bands, aircraft 
warning control organizations, etc., while the 
combat elements were to be organized into 
twelve wings. These wings were divided into 
twenty fighter groups (62 squadrons), two 
light bombardment groups (4 squadrons) and 
five composite groups (12 fighter squadrons 
and 6 bombardment squadrons). Each fighter 
squadron was scheduled to be equipped 
with 25 mission aircraft (North American 
P-51D’s for units in the Midwest and West, 
and Republic P-47D/P-47N’s for units in the 
East and South), four target-towing aircraft 
(Douglas A-26’s), two instrument trainers 
(North American AT-6’s), two liaison aircraft 
(Stinson L-5’s) and one transport (Douglas 
C-47). The light bombardment squadrons 
were each to receive 20 Douglas A-26B/C’s, 
two AT-6’s, two L-5’s and one C-47. As 
programmed, these twelve wings were to be 
assigned, under the overall umbrella of the 
six Air Forces (First, Second, Fourth, Tenth, 
Eleventh and Fourteenth Air Forces) of the 
Air Defense Command as shown on Table 5. 

The military authorities in the 48 states, 
the District of Columbia and the territories 
of Hawaii and Puerto Rico immediately 


began recruiting personnel and organizing 
the ground and air units which they had 
been allotted. Working at a frantic pace, the 
State of Colorado succeeded in manning 
and organizing the 120th Fighter Squadron 
(SE)'® prior to the end of Fiscal Year 1946 
and, on 30 June 1946, this squadron became 


a 


Sez 


Beside its twenty-five mission aircraft (P-51D’s or P-47D/N’s) each Fighter Squadron (SE) was initially 


the first Guard unit, ground or air, to be 
extended federal recognition after World 
War Two. 

Fiscal Year 1947: As a result of the 
transfer of $60 million from the National 
Guard appropriation to the Regular Army 
budget, the organization of new air units did 
not proceed as rapidly as scheduled. None- 
theless, during FY47 no fewer than fifty-six 
squadrons were organized in 42 states, the 
District of Columbia and the territory of 
Hawaii (see Table 6). Thirty of these squad- 
rons were initially equipped with North 
American P-51D’s, eighteen received Repub- 
lic P-47D/N’s, and eight were light bomber 
squadrons with Douglas A-26B/c’s. 

By the end of the Fiscal Year 1947, a total 
of 1,965 fighters, light bombers and support 
aircraft had been delivered to equip the fifty- 
six federally recognized squadrons and 
headquarters units. To bring all units to their 
full allotment and to provide ten percent 
reserve aircraft, an additional 359 aircraft 
were to be delivered by August 1947. 

Fiscal Year 1948: The early part of the 
year was marked by a significant develop- 
ment affecting the future of aviation in the 
National Guard: the National Security Act 
(Public Law 253), passed by Congress and 
signed by President Harry S. Truman on 26 
July 1947, created the United States Air 
Force. Coming into its own on 18 September 
1947, the USAF became the gaining service 
for the fighter and bomber squadrons of the 
Guard and, together with their supporting 
units, these squadrons now formed the Air 
National Guard. 

During the course of FY48 sixteen more 
squadrons — nine with Mustangs, five with 
Thunderbolts and two with Invaders'*— were 


assigned four A-26's (for target-towing), two AT-6's, one C-47 and two Stinson L-5’s. An L-5 from the 
District of Columbia National Guard is shown. oc anc 
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A target-towing Douglas A-26C of the Territory of 
Hawaii National Guard in flight off Molokai. Ha ane 


extended federal recognition. These units 
were located in eleven states and Puerto 
Rico and brought the Air National Guard to 
a total strength of 73 mission squadrons and 
320 support units, or 76.5 percent of the 
units which had been allotted to and 
accepted by the several states after World 
War Two. 

Fiscal year 1948 also saw the ANG make 
its belated entry into the jet age.” The first 
of sixty Lockheed Shooting Stars, which 
were ordered in FY47 were delivered to five 
ANG fighter squadrons — the 132nd at 
Bangor, Maine; the 158th at Savannah, Geor- 
gia; the 159th at Jacksonville, Florida; the 
173rd Fighter Squadron at Lincoln, Nebraska; 
and the 196th at San Bernardino, California. 
The latter unit, however, was the only one to 
complete its conversion prior to 30 June 
1948 and, effective on 16 June, it was 
redesignated the 196th Fighter Squadron 
(Jet). Three of the other squadrons, the 
132nd, 158th and 173rd, completed their 
conversions in August 1948 while the 159th 
did so in January 1949. 

Fiscal Year 1949: The last of the eighty- 
four flying squadrons allotted to the Air 
National Guard in the original postwar pro- 
gram were federally recognized during the 
year and included four units with Mustangs, 
five with Thunderbolts and two with Inva- 
ders. The planned jet conversion of a 
number of squadrons could not be accom- 
plished as scheduled due to a need to mod- 
ify the Republic F-84B/C Thunderjets being 
transferred from USAF inventory. Thus, on 30 
June 1949, the Air National Guard was 
organized tactically into 12 wings, 27 groups 
and 84 squadrons with the following types of 
mission aircraft: Shooting Stars (five squad- 
rons), Mustangs (forty-one squadrons), Thun- 
derbolts (twenty-six squadrons) and Invaders 
(twelve squadrons). Including support and 
training aircraft, these units had 104 jets and 
2,159 piston-powered aircraft representing 82 
percent of the ANG authorization. 

Few notable events marked this year for 
the Guard but the ANG did contribute 
approximately 400 aircraft to participate in 
the inauguration ceremonies for President 
Truman on 20 January 1949. In addition, the 
171st Fighter Squadron of the Michigan Air 
National Guard made the first postwar mass 
formation flight of an entire squadron when 
in the last five days of December 1948 its 
Mustangs covered a distance of some 
4,500 miles. 

Typical of the eighty-four squadrons then 
serving in the ANG was the 199th Fighter 
Squadron (SE), Territory of Hawaii, which 
had been extended federal recognition on 4 
November 1946. This unit had received its 
first support aircraft, B-26C 44-35433, on 19 
March 1947 and its first mission aircraft, 
P-47N 44-88529, on 9 July 1947 while it was 
based at Bellows Field. By 28 October 1947, 


the 199th had moved to Hickam AFB where 
better facilities were available. It was there 
that the squadron undertook during FY49, its 
second year of flying operations, to become 
a combat-ready unit. To do so, flying activi- 
ties were stepped up with “dawn patrols” 
being flown between 0550 and 0715 hours — 
in time for pilots to go to work at their civ- 
ilian jobs — and “twilight patrols” being 
scheduled after normal work hours. More fly- 
ing hours were accumulated during the 
squadron’s summer encampment held be- 
tween 14 and 28 June 1949 at Hickam AFB. 

During the year, the 199th received an 
unexpected boost in equipment when the 
81st Fighter Group, USAF, was inactivated at 
Wheeler AFB. The THANG was given respon- 
sibility for reclaiming the units F-47’s for 
transfer to ANG squadrons on the mainland. 
The best airframes and engines were 
retained by the 199th after “acquiring” the 


the squadron’s stock level was increased 


E See 


After World War Two the flying squadron of the Connecticut National Guard received Federal 
number plates of those in its inventory, and Recognition again on 7 August 1946. Then designated 118th Fighter Squadron (SE) it flew Republic 


F-47N's including 44-893 16. srian R. Baker 


TABLE 5 


PROPOSED ALLOTMENT OF NATIONAL GUARD 
AIR UNITS, FISCAL YEAR 1946* 


First Air Force 
51st Wing, Boston, MA 

101st Fighter Group, Augusta, ME 
132nd Fighter Squadron, Bangor, ME 
133rd Fighter Squadron, Manchester, NH 
134th Fighter Squadron, Burlington, VT 

102nd Fighter Group, Boston, MA 
101st Fighter Suadron, Boston, MA 
131st Fighter Squadron, Springfield, MA 

103rd Fighter Group, Hartford, CT 
118th Fighter Squadron, Windsor Locks, CT 
152nd Fighter Squadron, Providence, RI 


52nd Wing, New York, NY 
106th Bombardment Group, New York, NY 
102nd Bombardment Squadron, New York, NY 
114th Bombardment Squadron, New York, NY 
107th Fighter Group, Buffalo, NY 
136th Fighter Squadron, Buffalo, NY 
137th Fighter Squadron, Rochester, NY 
138th Fighter Squadron, Syracuse, NY 
139th Fighter Squadron, Albany, NY 
108th Fighter Group, Newark, NJ 
119th Fighter Squadron, Newark, NJ 
141st Fighter Squadron, Trenton, NJ 
142nd Fighter Squadron, Wilmington, DE 


Second Air Force 
56th Wing, Chicago, IL 
126th Bombardment Group (Composite), Chicago, IL 
108th Bombardment Squadron, Chicago, IL 
168th Bombardment Squadron, Chicago, IL 
169th Fighter Squadron, Peoria, IL 
170th Fighter Squadron, Springfield, IL 
127th Fighter Group (Composite), Detroit, MI 
107th Bombardment Squadron, Detroit, MI 
171st Fighter Squadron, Detroit, MI 
172nd Fighter Squadron, Battle Creek, MI 
128th Fighter Group, Milwaukee, WI 
126th Fighter Squadron, Milwaukee, WI 
176th Fighter Squadron, Madison, WI 
57th Wing, St. Louis, MO 
131st Fighter Group, St. Louis, MO 
110th Fighter Squadron, St. Louis, MO 


180th Fighter Squadron, Kansas City, MO 
132nd Fighter Group, Des Moines, IA 
124th Fighter Squadron, Des Moines, IA 
174th Fighter Squadron, Sioux City, IA 
175th Fighter Squadron, Sioux Falls, SD 
133rd Fighter Group, St. Paul, MN 
109th Fighter Squadron, St. Paul, MN 
178th Fighter Squadron, Fargo, ND 
179th Fighter Squadron, Duluth, MN 
59th Wing, Denver, CO 
140th Fighter Group, Denver, CO 
120th Fighter Squadron, Denver, CO 
127th Fighter Squadron, Wichita,KS 
173rd Fighter Squadron, Omaha, NB 
187th Fighter Squadron, Cheyenne, WY 


Fourth Air Force 
60th Wing, Seattle, WA 
142nd Fighter Group, Portland, OR 
116th Fighter Squadron, Spokane, WA 
123rd Fighter Squadron, Portland,OR 
186th Fighter Squadron, Butte, MT 
190th Fighter Squadron, Boise, ID 
61st Wing, San Francisco, CA 
144th Fighter Group, San Francisco, CA 
191st Fighter Squadron, Salt Lake City, UT 
192nd Fighter Squadron, Reno, NV 
194th Fighter Squadron, Oakland, CA 
199th Fighter Squadron, Honolulu, TH 
62nd Wing, Los Angeles, CA 
146th Fighter Group (Composite), Los Angeles, CA 
115th Bombardment Squadron, Los Angeles, CA 
195th Fighter Squadron, Los Angeles, CA 
196th Fighter Squadron, San Diego, CA 
197th Fighter Squadron, Phoenix, AZ 


Tenth Air Force 
58th Wing, Dallas, TX 
136th Fighter Group, Dallas, TX 
111th Fighter Squadron, Houston, TX 
122nd Fighter Squadron, New Orleans, LA 
181st Fighter Squadron, Dallas, TX 
182nd Fighter Squadron, San Antonio, TX 


* When these units were eventually organized, several were federally 
recognized with different designation, number or location (e.g. the 
proposed 180th Fighter Squadron to be based in Kansas City, MO, 
received federal recognition on 22 August 1946 as the 180th 
Bombardment Squadron stationed at St. Joseph, MO). 
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137th Fighter Group, Tulsa,OK 
125th Fighter Squadron, Tulsa, OK 
154th Fighter Squadron, Little Rock, AR 
185th Fighter Squadron, Oklahoma City, OK 
188th Fighter Squadron, Albuquerque, NM 


Eleventh Air Force 
53rd Wing, Philadelphia, PA 
111th Bombardment Group, Philadelphia, PA 
103rd Bombardment Squadron, Philadelphia,PA 
117th Bombardment Squadron, Philadelphia,PA 
112th Fighter Group, Pittsburgh, PA 
146th Fighter Squadron, Pittsburgh, PA 
147th Fighter Squadron, Reading, PA 
148th Fighter Squadron, Scranton, PA 
113th Fighter Group, Washington, DC 
104th Fighter Squadron, Baltimore, MD 
121st Fighter SQuadron, Washington ,DC 
149th Fighter Squadron, Richmond, VA 
55th Wing, Columbus, OH 
121st Fighter Group (Composite), Columbus, OH 
112th Bombardment Squadron, Cleveland, OH 


166th Fighter Squadron, Toledo, OH 
122nd Fighter Group, Indianapolis, IN 

113th Fighter Squadron, Indianapolis, IN 

163rd Fighter Squadron, Ft. Wayne, IN 
123rd Fighter Group, Louisville, KY 

165th Fighter Squadron, Louisville, KY 

167th Fighter Squadron, Charleston, WV 


Fourteenth Air Force 
54th Wing, Atlanta, GA 

116th Fighter Group, Atlanta, GA 
128th Fighter Squadron, Atlanta, GA 
157th Fighter Squadron, Columbia, SC 
158th Fighter Squadron, Savannah, GA 
159th Fighter Squadron, Miami, FL 
198th Fighter Squadron, San Juan, PR 

117th Fighter Group (Composite), Birmingham, AL 
106th Bombardment Squadron, Birmingham, AL 
153rd Fighter Squadron, Meridian, MS 
160th Fighter Squadron, Mobile, AL 

118th Fighter Group, Nashville, TN 
105th Fighter Squadron, Nashville, TN 


162nd Fighter Squadron, Columbus, OH 
164th Fighter Squadron, Cincinnatti, OH 


155th Fighter Squadron, Memphis, TN 
156th Fighter Squadron, Charlotte, NC 


ne a SSS SSS SSS SSS SSS SEES 


from a normal 45-day supply to a whopping 
two-year supply. 

During February 1949; in addition to its 
normal training activities, the squadron used 
its two Curtiss C-46F transports to fly 76 air- 
lift missions (carrying in the process 1,452 
passengers and 180,758 pounds of freight) to 
provide relief to flash flood victims at the 
Waimea River on Kauai. By the end of the 
fiscal year, the 199th and its support units 
had a strength of 352 personnel — 100% of 
authorized airmen but 13 short of authorized 
officers. Its aircraft inventory included 27 
F-47N’s, 4 TB-26C’s, 5 T-6D's and 2 C-46F’s. 
During FY49 it had flown 4,462 hours and 
had suffered five aircraft accidents resulting 
in the loss of one F-47N and in damage to 
four other fighters; fortunately no personnel 
loss resulted from these accidents. 


P-51D-25-NA, 44-72952, assigned to Major H. H. Kirby, Jr., the first postwar commander of the 154th 


Fiscal Year 1950: Prior to being handed 
over to the Guard, the Republic F-84B/C 
Thunderjets had to be put through an 
$8 million modification and modernization 
program to strengthen their wings, adapt 
their engines to the use of a new-type of jet 
fuel and incorporate some 100 other struc- 
tural and engineering modifications. Their 
entry into ANG service was further com- 
plicated by the insufficient number of spe- 
cialized ground equipment items such as 
auxiliary starting units, jacks, stands, and 
sling assemblies. Nonetheless, beginning in 
early 1950, Thunderjets began equipping the 
101st (MA), 116th (WA), 121st (DC), 127th 
(KS), 138th (NY), 142nd (DE), 166th (OH), 
171st (MI) and 174th (IA) Fighter Squadrons 
(Jet). In addition, the Wisconsin ANG 126th 


Fighter Squadron (SE), Arkansas National Guard. ar anc 
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Fighter Squadron converted during the year 
from F-51D’s to F-80A’s to bring the ANG 
complement of Fighter Squadrons (Jet) to a 
total of fifteen units. Fifty-seven other fighter 
squadrons continued to fly piston-powered 
aircraft while the twelve bombardment 
squadrons retained their Invaders. 

In its fourth year following post World War 
Two organization, the Air National Guard 
faced a number of problems. Personnel 
strength, notably, was below authorization 
with 40,995 officers and men being carried 
on the rolls versus a planned strength of 
49,500 personnel. More significant was the 
fact that the ANG only had some 3,000 
pilots assigned to tactical units, a 25 
percent shortfall, and was faced with an 
annual attrition rate of 18 percent. To pro- 
vide the required replacement pilots, the 
ANG was authorized to train younger offi- 
cers already serving in non-flying capacity, 
to appoint qualified airmen as aviation 
cadets, and to commission 200 new lieu- 
tenants annually and send them to Air Force 
flying schools for training. Pilots already 
assigned to tactical units were authorized 
110 flying hours per year while other ANG 
pilots were limited to 80 hours annually. 
Nearly one-fourth of these flying hours were 
normally accumulated during the two-week 
summer encampment when the average 
fighter squadron and its thirty pilots 
consumed 62,534 gallons of aviation 
gasoline and expended 18,889 rounds of .50 
caliber ammunition, 85 bombs, and 195 
rockets. More flying hours, both during 
encampments and the remainder of the year, 
had been planned when the annual budget 
for the Guard was prepared during the 
previous fiscal year; however, budgetary 
limitations imposed on 10 October 1949 
resulted in a serious. curtailment. 

In spite of staffing, equipment and budget- 
ary constraints, the Air National Guard had 
reached an advanced training status when, 
late in Fiscal Year 1950, the United States 
found itself drawn into another war following 
the North Korean invasion of South Korea 
on 25 June 1950. Five days later, before the 
new mobilization brought Guardsmen back 
into federal active duty, the ANG possessed 
373 jet fighters, 1,489 piston-powered 


Douglas A-26B-55-DL, 44-34360, target towing aircraft of the New Jersey 
National Guard in the snow at Newark Airport, 1947. ns ane 


INITIAL SQUADRON 
DESIGNATION 


120th FS (SE) 
173rd FS (SE) 
118th FS (SE) 
187th FS (SE) 
134th FS (SE) 


104th FS (SE) 
128th FS (SE) 
180th BS (L) 

101st FS (SE) 
124th FS (SE) 


154th FS (SE) 
12rd FS (SE) 
142nd FS (SE) 
127th FS (SE) 
153rd FS (SE) 


109th FS (SE) 
175th FS (SE) 
110th FS (SE) 
107th BS (L) 

195th FS (SE) 


121st FS (SE) 
115th BS (L) 

158th FS (SE) 
190th FS (SE) 
199th FS (SE) 


196th FS (SE) 
191st FS (SE) 
106th BS (L) 
112th BS (L) 
174th FS (SE) 


122nd BS (L) 
157th FS (SE) 
197th FS (SE) 
155th FS (SE) 
178th FS (SE) 


108th BS (L) 

166th FS (SE) 
119th FS (SE) 
105th FS (SE) 
132nd FS (SE) 


POST WORLD WAR TWO ANG FLYING SQUADRONS 


TABLE 6 


Colourful Stinson L-5 liaison aircraft of the 186th Fighter Squadron (SE), 


Montana National Guard. mr ane 


CHRONOLOGICAL LISTING BY DATE OF FEDERAL RECOGNITION 


CURRENT SQUADRON 
DESIGNATION 


120th TFS/140th TFW 
173rd TRS/155th TRG 
118th TFS/103rd TFG 
187th TAS/153rd TAG 
134th TFS/158th TFG 


104th TFS/175th TFG 
128th TFS/116th TFW 
180th TAS/139th TAG 
101st FIS/102nd FIW 
124th TFS/132nd TFW 


154th ARS/189th ARG 
123rd FIS/142nd FIG 

142nd TAS/166th TAG 
127th TFS/184th TFG 
153rd TRS/186th TRG 


109th TAS/133rd TAW 
175th TFS/114th TFG 
110th TFS/131st TFW 
107th TFS/127th TFW 
Inactivated in Sep 1974 


121st TFS/113th TFW 
115th TAS/146th TAW 
158th TAS/165th TAG 
190th TRS/124th TRG 
199th TFS/154th CG 


196th TASS/163rd TASG 
191st ARS/151st ARG 
106th TRS/117th TRW 
112th TFS/180th TFG 
174th TFS/185th TFG 


122nd TFS/159th TFG 
157th TFS/169th TFG 
197th ARS/161st ARG 
155th TAS/164th TAG 
178th FIS/119th FIG 


108th ARS/126th ARW 
166th TFS/121st TFW 
119th FIS/177th FIG 
105th TAS/118th TAW 
132nd ARS/101st ARW 


STATE 


FEDERAL RECOGNITION 


Colorado 
Nebraska 
Connecticut 
Wyoming 
Vermont 


Maryland 
Georgia 
Missouri 
Massachusetts 
lowa 


Arkansas 
Oregon 
Delaware 
Kansas 
Mississippi 


Minnesota 
South Dakota 
Missouri 
Michigan 
California 


D.C. 
California 
Georgia 
Idaho 
Hawaii 


California 
Utah 
Alabama 
Ohio 
lowa 


Louisiana 
South Carolina 
Arizona 
Tennessee 
North Dakota 


Illinois 
Ohio 

New Jersey 
Tennessee 
Maine 


DATE OF 


30 June 1946 
26 July 1946 

7 Aug 1946 
11 Aug 1946 
14 Aug 1946 


17 Aug 1946 
20 Aug 1946 
22 Aug 1946 
23 Aug 1946 
23 Aug 1946 


24 Aug 1946 
30 Aug 1946 
6 Sep 1946 
7 Sep 1946 
12 Sep 1946 


14 Sep 1946 
20 Sep 1946 
23 Sep 1946 
29 Sep 1946 
29 Sep 1946 


2 Oct 1946 
8 Oct 1946 
13 Oct 1946 
13 Oct 1946 
4 Nov 1946 


9 Nov 1946 
18 Nov 1946 
26 Nov 1946 

2 Dec 1946 

2 Dec 1946 


5 Dec 1946 
9 Dec 1946 
12 Dec 1946 
23 Dec 1946 
16 Jan 1947 


19 Jan 1947 
26 Jan 1947 
29 Jan 1947 
3 Feb 1947 
5 Feb 1947 


LINEAGE 


120th Obs Sq, CO NG 

401st FS, 370th FG, 9th AF 
118th Obs Sq, CT NG 

402nd FS, 370th FG, 9th AF 
530th FS, 311th FG, 14th AF 


104th Obs Sq, MD NG 
128th Obs Sq. GA NG 
438th BS, 319th BG, 7th AF 
101st Obs Sq, MA NG 
124th Obs Sq, IA NG 


154th Obs Sq, AR NG 
123rd Obs Sq, OR NG 
342nd FS, 348th FG, 5th AF 
127th Obs Sq, KS NG 
153rd Obs Sq, MS NG 


109th Obs Sq, MN NG 
387th FS, 365th FG, 9th AF 
110th Obs Sq, MO NG 
107th Obs Sq, MI NG 
410th FS, 373rd FG, 9th AF 


121st Obs Sq, DC NG 

115th Obs Sq, CA NG 

351st FS, 353rd FG, 8th AF 
405th FS, 371st FG, 9th AF 
464th FS, 507th FG, 20th AF 


411th FS, 373rd FG, 9th AF 
407th FS, 372nd FG, 3rd AF 
106th Obs Sq, AL NG 
112th Obs Sq, OH NG 
386th FS, 365th FG, 9th AF 


122nd Obs Sq, LA NG 

350th FS, 353rd FG, 8th AF 
412th FS, 373rd FG, 9th AF 
359th FS, 356th FG, 8th AF 
392nd FS, 367th FG, 9th AF 


108th Obs Sq, IL NG 

364th FS, 357th FG, 8th AF 
119th Obs Sq, NJ NG 

105th Obs Sq, TN NG 

528th FS, 311th FG, 10th AF 
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111th FS (SE) 111th FIS/147th FIG Texas 9 Feb 1947 111th Obs Sq, TX NG 


159th FS (SE) 159th FIS/125th FIG Florida 9 Feb 1947 352nd FS, 353rd FG, 8th AF 
116th FS (SE) 116th ARS/141st ARW Washington 10 Feb 1947 116th Obs Sq, WA NG 
185th FS (SE) 185th TAS/137th TAW Oklahoma 13 Feb 1947 506th FS, 404th FG, 9th AF 
125th FS (SE) 125th TFS/138th TFG Oklahoma 15 Feb 1947 125th Obs Sq, OK NG 

165th FS (SE) 165th TRS/123rd TRW Kentucky 16 Feb 1947 368th FS, 359th FG, 8th AF 
131st FS (SE) 131st TFS/104th TFG Massachusetts 24 Feb 1947 333rd FS, 318th FG, 7th AF 
148th FS (SE) Inactivated in May 1956 Pennsylvania 27 Feb 1947 347th FS, 350th FG, 12th AF 
181st FS (SE) 181st TAS/136th TAW Texas 27 Feb 1947 395th FS, 368th FG, 9th AF 
167th FS (SE) 167th TAS/167th TAG West Virginia 7 Mar 1947 369th FS, 359th FG, 8th AF 
133rd FS (SE) 133rd ARS/157th ARG New Hampshire 4 Apr 1947 529th FS, 311th FG, 10th AF 
113th FS (SE) 113th TFS/181st TFG Indiana 14 Apr 1947 113th Obs Sq, IN NG 

114th BS (L) Inactivated in Sep 1958 New York 17 June 1947 439th BS, 319th BG, 7th AF 
149th FS (SE) 149th TFS/192nd TFG Virginia 21 June 1947 328th FS, 352nd FG, 8th AF 
169th FS (SE) 169th TASS/182nd TASG Illinois 21 June 1947 304th FS, 337th FG, 3rd AF 
126th FS (SE) 126th ARS/128th ARG Wisconsin 25 June 1947 126th Obs Sq, WI NG 

186th FS (SE) 186th FIS/120th FIG Montana 27 June 1947 404th FS, 371st FG, 9th AF 
188th FS (SE) 188th TFS/150th TFG New Mexico 7 July 1947 501st FS, 404th FG, 9th AF 
172nd FS (SE) 172nd TASS/110th TASG Michigan 16 Sep 1947 375th FS, 361st FG, 8th AF 
160th FS (SE) 160th TRS/187th TRG Alabama 1 Oct 1947 =-=- 

182nd FS (SE) 182nd TFS/149th TFG Texas 6 Oct 1947 396th FS, 368th FG, 9th AF 
163rd FS (SE) 163rd TFS/122nd TFW Indiana 11 Oct 1947 365th FS, 358th FG, 9th AF 
168th BS (L) Inactivated in May 1958 Illinois 19 Oct 1947 437th BS, 319th BG, 7th AF 
138th FS (SE) 138th TFS/174th TFW New York 28 Oct 1947 505th FS, 339th FG, 8th AF 
162nd FS (SE) 162nd TFS/178th TFG Ohio 2 Nov 1947 362nd FS, 357th FG, 8th AF 
198th FS (SE) 198th TFS/156th TFG Puerto Rico 23 Nov 1947 463rd FS, 507th FG, 20th AF 
102nd BS (L) 102nd AR&RS/106th AR&RG New York 30 Nov 1947 102nd Obs Sq, NY NG 

156th FS (SE) 156th TAS/145th TAG North Carolina 15 Mar 1948 360th FS, 356th FG, 8th AF 
192nd FS (SE) 192nd TRS/152nd TRG Nevada 12 Apr 1948 408th FS, 372nd FG, 3rd AF 
171st FS (SE) 171st FIS/191st FIG Michigan 25 Apr 1948 374th FS, 361st FG, 8th AF 
146th FS (SE) 146th TFS/112th TFG Pennsylvania 18 June 1948 345th FS, 350th FG, 12th AF 
164th FS (SE) 164th TAS/179th TAG Ohio 20 June 1948 363rd FS, 357th FG, 8th AF 
137th FS (SE) 137th TASS/105th TASG New York 24 June 1948 504th FS, 339th FG, 8th AF 
152nd FS (SE) Inactivated in Nov 1955 Rhode Island 15 Sep 1948 152nd Obs Sq, RI NG 

179th FS (SE) 179th TRS/148th TRG Minnesota 18 Sep 1948 393rd FS, 367th FG, 9th AF 
170th FS (SE) 170th TFS/183rd TFG Illinois 30 Sep 1948 305th FS, 338th FG, 3rd AF 
176th FS (SE) 176th TASS/128th TASW Wisconsin 6 Oct 1948 306th FS, 338th FG, 3rd AF 
139th FS (SE) 139th TAS/109th TAG New York 18 Nov 1948 303rd FS, 337th FG, 3rd AF 
136th FS (SE) 136th FIS/107th FIG New York 8 Dec 1948 503rd FS, 339th FG, 8th AF 
103rd BS (L) 103rd TASS/111th TASG Pennsylvania 20 Dec 1948 103rd Obs Sq, PA NG 

117th BS (L) Inactivated in Jan 1957 Pennsylvania 20 Dec 1948 440th BS, 319th BG, 7th AF 
194th FS (SE) 194th FIS/144th FIW California 21 Mar 1949 409th FS, 372nd FG, 3rd AF 
147th FS (SE) 147th ARS/171st ARW Pennsylvania 22 Apr 1949 346th FS, 350th FG, 12th AF 
141st FS (SE) 141st TFS/108th TFW New Jersey 26 May 1949 341st FS, 348th FG, 5th AF 
144th F-BS 144th TAS/176th TAG Alaska 1 July 1953 _ 

183rd TRS 183rd TAS/172nd TAG Mississippi 1 July 1953 _ 

184th TRS 184th TFS/188th TFG Arkansas 15 Oct 1953 —_ 

129th ARS 129th AR&RS/129th AR&RG California 3 Apr 1955 ~- 

135th ARS 135th TAS/135th TAG Maryland 10 Sep 1955 --- 

130th TCS 130th TAS/130th TAG West Virginia 16 Oct 1955 

143rd ARS 143rd TAS/143rd TAG Rhode Island 19 Nov 1955 

150th ATS 150th ARS/170th ARG New Jersey 1 Feb 1956 

145th ATS 145th ARS/160th ARG Ohio 17 Mar 1956 

140th ATS Inactivated in Sep 1967 Pennsylvania 1 May 1956 ==- 

152nd FIS 152nd TFS/162nd TFG Arizona 18 May 1956 152nd FIS, RI ANG 

117th FIS 117th ARS/190th ARG Kansas 23 Feb 1957 117th FIS, PA ANG 

151st FIS 151st ARS/134th ARG Tennessee 15 Dec 1957 =-= 

193rd TEWS 193rd ECS/193rd ECG Pennsylvania 17 Sep 1967 140th MAS/168th MAG, PA ANG 


NOTE: The “Current Squadron Designations” as appearing in the second column of this table are those in use on 30 April 1982 when this 
manuscript was finalized. 
PY 
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fighters, 317 twin-engined light bombers, 306 
trainers and 170 transport aircraft. It was 
ready to face the challenge of communist 
aggression. 


The Korean War. When the war broke out 
in Korea, the Air National Guard had just 
undertaken a major organizational change to 
bring its units into conformity with the new 
combat wing organization of the Regular Air 
Force. To do so necessitated the reorganiza- 
tion of 111 units, activation of 150 new units 
and inactivation of 207 old-type units. The 
previously existing 12 wings were to be 
replaced by 27 self-contained combat wings 
with a like number of fighter and bomber, 
maintenance and supply, air base and 
medical groups. Twenty-two of the new 
combat wings were organized during the 
first quarter of FY50 but, because of the 
partial mobilization of Air Guard units which 
was ordered in October 1950, the five 
remaining combat wings were to be organ- 
ized only after their return from federal 
active duty. 

During the summer of 1950, five squad- 
rons converted to jet aircraft with the 107th 
Bombardment Squadron (Light) of the MI 
ANG becoming the 107th Fighter Squadron 
(Jet) upon exchanging its Invaders for Thun- 
derjets, while the 125th (OK), 128th (GA), 
181st (TX) and 197th (AZ) Fighter Squadrons 
converted from piston-engined fighters to 
Thunderjets. On the other hand, the 173rd 
Fighter Squadron (NB) converted from 
Shooting Stars back to Mustangs. 

The Air National Guard was not initially 
activated at the onset of the Korean War, 
but some of its personnel volunteered on an 
individual basis for active service while 145 
of its 764 F-51D’s were taken over by the 
USAF. Shipped from Alameda, California, to 
the Far East Air Force, these F-51D’s were 
rushed to Korea as they were the only 
fighter aircraft capable of operating from the 
unimproved Korean airfields. They were 
replaced in ANG service later during FY51 by 
F-51H’s and F-51D’s taken out of storage 
and overhauled. 


With the formation of the United States Air Force in September 1947, the flying components of 
the National Guard became the Air National Guard. A New Mexico C-47A-25-DK is seen wearing 
both its old NG and new ANG markings. Wiliam J. Balogh via David W. Menard 


Republic F-47N-5-RE, 44-88513, of the Territory of Hawaii Air National Guard. The insignia of the 
cowling is that of the 199th Fighter Squadron (SE). Ha ana 


More transition. The F-51D’s of the 159th Fighter Squadron still bear NG markings while the hangar has already been adorned by the new title 


Florida Air National Guard. fL anc 
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A brand new Lockheed F-80C-1-LO of the 196th Fighter Squadron (Jet), then based at San 
Bernardino, the first Guard unit to complete jet conversion. Brian R. Baker 


SAR FORCE X 


542 Na 


uae BI is — 
Republic F-84E’s of the all-ANG 136th Fighter-Bomber Wing at Taegu (K-2), Korea. The aircraft in the 
foreground bear on their fin the insignia of the Texas ANG’s 111th Fighter-Bomber Squadron. rx ane 


Beginning on 10 October 1950, when fif- 
teen squadrons were inducted into federal 
active service, a total of sixty-six ANG 
squadrons was called for twenty-one months 
of active duty (See Table 7). Fifty of the 
activated units served in the continental 
United States while three deployed to Korea, 
three to Japan (from where they flew some 
combat sorties), six to continental Europe, 
and four to the United Kingdom. Following 
the initial fifteen squadrons, eighteen 
squadrons were activated on 1 February 
1951, fifteen squadrons activated on 1 March 
1951, and eighteen squadrons activated on 
1 April 1951. These last units were released 
from active duty on 30 December 1952, seven 
months before the end of the war. The eigh- 
teen ANG squadrons remaining under state 
control retained their obsolete piston-en- 
gined aircraft with which they supplemented 
the meager air defense of the United States 
and served with TAC, SAC and ADC. 

Upon being called to active duty, the 111th 
Fighter Squadron, TX ANG (normally sta- 
tioned at Ellington Field, Houston), the 154th 
Fighter Squadron, AR ANG (at Adams Field, 
Little Rock), and the 182nd Fighter Squad- 
ron, TX ANG (at Brooks AFB, San Antonio), 
were organized to form the all-ANG 136th 
Fighter-Bomber Group which was assigned 
to Tactical Air Command and initially head- 
quartered at Hensley Field, Dallas. Two 
weeks later, the 136th Group moved to 
Langley AFB, VA, where it began its conver- 
sion from F-51D’s to Republic F-84E 
Thunderjets in preparation for its deploy- 
ment overseas. Rumors circulated that the 
136th would be assigned to Europe but, 
finally, on 1 May 1951 its personnel were 
alerted for shipment to the Far East to take 
over the Thunderjets of the veteran 27th 
Fighter-Escort Wing, USAF. 

The first combat mission by pilots of the 
136th was flown eight weeks later from Ita- 
zuke AB, Japan, when on 26 June four 


North American F-51D-30-NT of the 179th Fighter Squadron in flight over typical Minnesota lake country. maj. Gen. Wayne C. Gatlin 
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Republic F-84C-6-RE, 47-1499, of the 121st Fighter Squadron (Jet), District of Columbia Air National Guard. Note that, even though these jets were 


¥ Sat ae 


+ owe. oe 


received by this unit in 1949, they were still marked NG instead of ANG. oc anc 


flights of the 182nd Fighter-Bomber Squad- 
ron joined two flights manned by pilots of 
the 27th Wing on a strike against the airfield 
at Yongyu. In the process, the Guardsmen 
tangled for the first time with MiG-15’s and 
Capt. Underwood and Lt. Oligher shared 
credit for the destuction of an enemy air- 
craft. Four days later the 136th Fighter- 
Bomber Wing was officially declared oper- 
ational and for the next three months it 
remained based at Itazuke AB. Finally, in 
October 1951 it moved to K-2 airfield at 
Taegu where a 9000-foot asphalt and PSP 
runway had been built to accommodate the 
pavement-hungry Thunderjets. 

Now closer to the battle front, the ANG 
unit intensified its operations (B-29 escort 
and ground attack sorties). Among its 
increasing losses was its C.O., Col. Albert C. 
Prendergast, who was shot down on 5 No- 
vember 1951 while leading the wing. Another 
loss was narrowly avoided in a spectacular 
mid-air rescue which occurred when, after 
Capt. J. Paladino had lost consciousness 
due to a malfunction of his oxygen system, 
two pilots of the 154th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron — Capt. J. Miller and Lt. W. 
MacArthur — reacted swiftly. While Capt. 
Miller placed his left wing beneath the right 
wing of Paladino’s aircraft, MacArthur pos- 
itioned his aircraft in a similar fashion 
beneath the other wing of Paladino’s 
Thunderjet. Thus preventing the disabled 
pilot’s aircraft from spinning or diving, they 
proceeded to descend in tight formation 
until reaching a lower altitude at which 
Paladino regained consciousness in time to 
land back safely at Taegu. While not all 
missions were that eventful, the 136th 
completed its 5000th combat sortie on 31 
October 1951 and its 10,000th sortie less 
than three months later. Finally, after being 
credited with being the outstanding fighter- 
bomber unit in Korea, the 136th completed 
its twenty-one months on active duty on 9 
July 1952. 

In the Far East the 136th had been joined 
by a second all-ANG unit, the 116th Fighter- 
Bomber Wing, composed of the 158th (GA 


ANG), 159th (FL ANG) and the 196th (CA 
ANG) Fighter-Bomber Squadrons. Shortly 
after being activated on 10 October 1950, 
these three squadrons had taken their 
Shooting Stars to George AFB, CA, where 
they converted to F-84E’s in preparation for 
their planned assignment to NATO in 
Europe. However, the urgent need for more 
aircraft and pilots to fight the war in Korea 
resulted in the transfer of the 116th to 
Misawa AB, Japan, where it arrived in late 
July 1951. Four months later the squadrons 
of the 116th began rotating one at a time to 
K-2 to relieve, on a temporary basis, squad- 
rons of the battle-weary 49th and 136th 
Fighter-Bomber Wings. In addition, another 
squadron of the 116th was rotated to 
Chitose AB to provide air defense for nor- 
thern Japan. 

As no other airfield with a runway long 
enough for the Thunderjets was available in 
Korea, and as the F-84’s had insufficient 
loiter time over the front when operating 
from their Japanese base, the 116th was 
selected in February 1952 as the first unit to 
experiment under combat conditions with 
inflight refueling. Using Boeing KB-29M’s, 
the unit’s F-84’s were fitted with a refueling 
probe on the nose of each tiptank. After 
qualifying its pilots in the new technique, the 
116th flew four combat missions using 
inflight refueling. However, as only the 
tiptanks could be refueled in flight, the 
experiment was only marginally useful and 
was terminated when the 116th completed 
its period of active duty on 9 July 1952. 

Also eventually moving overseas was a 
third all-ANG wing equipped with Thunder- 
jets, the 123rd Fighter-Bomber Group. With 
its three squadrons, Kentucky’s 165th, North 
Carolina’s 156th, and West Virginia's 167th, 
then flying Mustangs, the 123rd was ordered 
into active duty at the Standiford Municipal 
Airport, Louisville KY, on 10 October 1950. 
Assigned to Tactical Air Command, the 
123rd moved to Godman AFB, KY, some 10 
days later for intensive training and jet con- 
version. Transferred to USAFE in late 1951, 
the unit and its F-84’s set up station at RAF 


Manston, England, on 10 December. Seven 
months later its three squadrons were re- 
turned to state control. Their aircraft, how- 
ever, were retained in the UK for use by the 
406th Fighter-Bomber Wing, USAF. 

The three activated ANG squadrons and 
their F-84’s had been preceded in England by 
the 116th Fighter Interceptor Squadron. This 
unit, while serving in the Washington ANG, 
had begun its conversion to Thunderjets in 
April 1950 and was fully qualified in jets 
when on 1 February 1951 it was ordered to 
active duty. Soon thereafter, the 116th be- 
came the first mobilized Guard unit to be 
equipped with North American F-86A’s, then 
the world’s most advanced fighter aircraft. 
Accelerated training soon bore fruit and the 
116th FIS was declared ready to bolster 
NATO’s defense. Flying its Sabres across 
the North Atlantic, with several refueling 
stops along the way, the squadron arrived at 
RAF Shepherds Grove, Suffolk, England, in 
late August 1951. Fourteen months later, 
having completed their tour of active duty, 
the 116th’s personnel were returned to the 
States and their F-86A’s were absorbed into 
the USAFE inventory. 

On the European continent, NATO’s 
strength was increased during the Korean 
War period by six squadrons. First to arrive 
were the Douglas Invaders of the 126th Bom- 
bardment Wing (Light) and its 108th (IL), 
168th (IL) and 180th (MO) Squadrons. Acti- 
vated on 1 April 1951, the personnel of these 
three squadrons underwent stepped up train- 
ing first at their home base and then, from 
July 1951, at Langley AFB, VA. On 30 Octo- 
ber 1951, the first echelon of B-26 bombers 
left Langley AFB and, stopping in Boston, 
Labrador, Greenland, Iceland, Scotland and 
England, proceeded to its assigned station 
at Mérignac AB, Bordeaux, France. There the 
126th Bombardment Wing became the first 
US tactical air unit to be stationed in France 
since the end of World War Two. The unit 
remained at Mérignac AB until May 1952 and 
then transferred to Laon AB in northern 
France to complete its tour of active duty by 
31 December 1952. 
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Already a veteran of 1,000 hours, this F-84E taxies out on her 364th combat mission against North 
Korea. The insignia beneath the cockpit is that of the 182nd Fighter-Bomber Squadron, TX ANG. usar 


RRC VRESA 


A pair of F-84E-25-RE’s of the 159th Fighter-Bomber Squadron, Florida ANG, which served in Japan 
and Korea during the Korean War. FL anc 


North American F-86A’s of the 1 16th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Washington ANG, on arrival at 
RAF Shepherds Grove, Suffolk, England, on 27 August 1951. usar 


Repainted in standard USAF markings, this F-51D-25-NA of the 146th Fighter Squadron was operated on Active Duty at Godman AFB, KY, prior 


Even though the 157th Fighter Squadron 
(SC ANG) and 160th Fighter Squadron (AL 
ANG) had been among the first fifteen ANG 
units to be activated on 10 October 1950, 
they very nearly did not get an assignment 
overseas. Together with the 112th Fighter 
Squadron (OH ANG) they had been assigned 
a tactical reconnaissance role and were 
grouped into the 117th Tactical Reconnais- 
sance Wing at Lawson AFB, Georgia. 
Trained initially on RF-51D’s, the 157th and 
160th TRS converted to RF-80A’s while the 
112th received RB-26C’s. Delays then pre- 
vented the unit from being deployed over- 
seas until its personnel had less than twelve 
months to serve prior to the end of their 
21-month callup when, according to Air 
Force regulations, they could no longer be 
sent overseas. However, by signing Indefinite 
Career Reserve statements, many of the offi- 
cers were again qualified to go overseas 
and, finally, in January 1952, the 157th and 
160th TRS left for Europe. As their intended 
facilities at Toul-Rosiéres AB, France, were 
not yet ready, both squadrons first went to 
Furstenfeldbruck AB in Germany. The 160th 
TRS later transferred to Neubiberg AB, Ger- 
many, and finally to Toul-Rosiéres. The offi- 
cers having signed Indefinite Career Reserve 
agreements were retained on active duty 
until May 1953 while most other personnel 
were released, as scheduled, on 9 July 1952. 

Shortly after their activation on 10 October 
1950, the Thunderjet-equipped 125th (OK 
ANG), 127th (KS ANG) and 128th (GA ANG) 
Fighter Squadrons forming the 137th Fighter- 
Bomber Group moved as a unit to the 
Alexandria Municipal Airport, LA. After 
delays were incurred, some personnel from 
all three squadrons signed Indefinite Career 
Reserve statements and were incorporated 
into the reorganized 127th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron. Equipped with F-84G’s, the latest 
Thunderjet variants fitted with inflight re- 
fueling equipment and capable of delivering 
tactical nuclear weapons, this squadron was 
deployed to Chaumont AB in France to com- 
plete its twenty-one months of active duty. 

While the Guard units deployed to Korea 
and Europe during the Korean War retained 
their unit number, most became manned by 
a mix of ANG and USAF personnel as their 
own crews volunteered for service with 


to the unit's conversion to F-84E’s and departure for England. nc anc 
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Regular USAF units serving in Korea and 


e 


Isewhere. The same situation prevailed to 


an even larger extent in the ANG units which 
were mobilized but remained stateside and 
in the eighteen ANG flying squadrons which 
were kept under state control. 


Most of the activated ANG squadrons 


which did not deploy overseas were retained 
within their newly-formed wings as follows: 


The 101st Fighter Interceptor Wing was 
activated on 1 February 1951 and was 
comprised of the 132nd FIS (flying Mus- 
tangs from Bangor, ME), the 133rd FIS 
(with F-47D’s at Grenier Field, NH), the 
134th FIS (F-51D/H’s at Burlington, VT), 
and the 136th FIS (F-47D’s at Niagara 
Falls, NY). 

Activated on 1 March 1951 as the 106th 
Bombardment Group (Light), this unit was 
transferred to SAC two months later to 
fly B-29A’s from March Field, CA, as the 
106th Bombardment Wing (Medium); in 
addition to its two original NY ANG 
squadrons, the 102nd and 114th, it in- 
cluded the 135th Bombardment Squadron, 
USAF. 

With three squadrons of Thunderbolts 
(the 141st, NJ, 149th, VA, and 153rd, MS), 
the 108th Fighter-Bomber Wing served on 
active duty from 1 March 1951 until 30 
November 1952. First assigned to SAC it 
took up station at Turner AFB, GA, on 14 
March 1951; however, upon being trans- 
ferred to TAC in December of the same 
year, it was relocated to Godman AFB, 
KY. 

Prior to being activated on 1 February 
1951, two of the squadrons of the 113th 
Fighter Interceptor Wing, Delaware’s 
142nd and the District of Columbia’s 
121st, had converted from Thunderbolts 
to Thunderjets but its third squadron, 
Pennsylvania’s 148th, was still flying 
Mustangs. However, as neither their 
F-84’s or F-51’s were suitable for their air 
defense mission, the three squadrons 
were promptly converted to interceptor 
units. The first two received Lockheed 
F-94B’s to protect the mid-Atlantic states 
under all-weather conditions and were 
based respectively at the New Castle 
County Airport in Delaware and at 
Andrews AFB, Maryland. The 148th FIS 
moved from its home base, which was 
unsuitable for jet operations to Dover 
AFB, Delaware, where it successively flew 
F-86A day fighters and F-94B all-weather 
interceptors. 

Redesignated from 118th Composite 
Group to 118th Tactical Reconnaissance 
Group (later Wing) in February 1951, this 


£ D 3 
Two Illinois ANG Bombardment Squadrons 


(the 108th and 168th) and the As the F-51D had received priority for shipment to Korea, many stateside 


During its Korean activation the 141st Fighter-Bomber Squadron of the New Jersey ANG operated 
Republic F-47D's from Turner AFB, GA, and Godman AFB, KY. nana 


G 
The 127th Pilot Training Wing, made up of three ANG squadrons—the 107th and 171st from 


Michigan, and the 197th of Arizona—trained Thunderjet pilots at Luke AFB, AZ. Seen at Luke 
AFB on 19 March 1951 is an F-84E-25-RE which supplanted the Wing's earlier Thunderjets. usar 


MO ANG'’s 180th Squadron formed the 126th Bombardment Wing (Light) ANG squadrons were re-equipped with F-51H's. This F-51H-5-NA served 
which bolstered NATO's capabilities upon their deployment to France in the with the 134th Fighter Interceptor Squadron at Burlington, Vermont. Brian R. Baker 
fall of 1951. william J. Balogh via David W. Menard 
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Assigned to the Air Defense Command and based at Chicago’s O'Hare Airport during its Korean War activation, the 123rd Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
continued to fly F-51D’s. on ane 


= maea wr 
Lockheed F-80C, 47-203, one of 60 Shooting.Stars ordered during FY47 to become the Guard's first 
jets, in the markings of the 159th FIS (Jet), Florida ANG, at Nellis AFB, Nevada, 26 March 1950. witiam T. 
Larkins 


awe 


While on active duty from 1 April 1951 until 31 December 1952, the Utah ANG’s 191st Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron, flying F-51D’s, was stationed at Clovis AFB, New Mexico. ur anc 
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unit was equipped with RF-51D’s upon 
being activated on 1 April 1951. Trans- 
ferred to Shaw AFB, SC, its three squad- 
rons (106th, AL, 155th, TN, and 185th, OK) 
were converted to RF-80A’s in January 
1952. All three squadrons lost their jets 
upon being returned to the control of 
their respective states at the end of 1952. 
For the duration of their period of active 
duty (1 Feb 51-31 Oct 52) Indiana’s 113th 
and 163rd FIS and Ohio’s 166th FIS were 
assigned to the 122nd Wing. The Indiana 
squadrons kept flying Mustangs (F-51D 
and H’s) and were initially based at Baer 
Field, Fort Wayne, IN; later the 113th had 
a detachment at Sioux City, IA, prior to 
moving on 24 May 51 to Scott AFB, IL. 
The Ohio unit operated F-84C’s from two 
stations in its home state: Lockbourne 
AFB and the Youngstown MAP. 
Assisting regular USAF squadrons in pro- 
viding air defense to midwestern states, 
three squadrons of the 128th Fighter 
Interceptor Wing each flew different 
types of aircraft. Michigan’s 172nd FIS, 
which was based at Selfridge AFB, MI, 
while it was on active duty, continued to 
fly its F-51D’s from 1 February 1951 until 
31 October 1952. Based at Truax Field, 
WI, during the same period, Wisconsin’s 
126th and 176th FIS respectively convert- 
ed from F-80A’s to F-86A’s, and from 
F-51D’s to F-89B’s. 

Providing type-conversion and operational 
training to USAF Thunderjet pilots, the 
127th Pilot Training Group (later Wing) 
operated F-84B/C’s from Luke AFB, AZ. 
On twenty-one month active duty begin- 
ning on 1 February 1951, this wing was 
comprised of one squadron from the Ari- 
zona ANG (the 197th) and two from the 
Michigan ANG (the 107th and the 171st). 
Strengthening SAC upon being called to 
active duty on 1 March 1951, the 131st 
Fighter-Bomber Group/Wing was transfer- 
red to TAC in November of that year. 
Equipped with F-51D’s and based at Berg- 
strom AFB, TX, for SAC duty, and at 
George AFB, CA, for TAC-duty, it was 
made up of Illinois’ 170th F-BS, 
Missouri’s 110th F-BS and Nevada’s 
192nd F-BS; the Nevada unit moved to 


Iceland during the summer of 1952 and 
was assigned air defense duties until 
returned to state control. 

Two other Fighter-Bomber Groups/Wings, 
the 132nd and 146th, were called up on 1 
April 1951 for initial service with SAC and 
were transferred to TAC in November 
1951. The former served with SAC at Dow 
AFB, DE, and with TAC at Alexandria 
AFB, LA. Initially its 174th F-BS (IA ANG) 
was equipped with F-84’s but it was 
quickly converted to F-51D’s with which 
the other two squadrons (lowa’s 124th 
and Nebraska’s 173rd) were already 
equipped. Bases for the 146th Fighter- 
Bomber Wing were Moody AFB, GA (SAC 
duty) and George AFB, CA (TAC duty); its 
Mustang -equipped squadrons came from 
the Air National Guard of Idaho (190th), 


Montana (186th) and North Dakota 
(178th). 
As was typical with other Fighter 


Interceptor Wings on active duty, the 
133rd had its three squadrons 
(Minnesota’s 109th and 179th and South 
Dakota’s 175th) assigned to different 
bases: Holman Field and Wold- 
Chamberlain Field in Minnesota; the 
Duluth Municipal Airport in the same 
state; and Ellsworth AFB in South 
Dakota, respectively. All three squadrons 
flew F-51D’s while on active duty between 
1 March 1951 and 30 November 1952. 


STATE SQUADRON 
Alabama 106th TRS 
160th TRS 
Arizona 197th FS 
Arkansas 154th FS 
California 115th BS 
195th FS 
196th FS 
Connecticut 118th FS 
Delaware 142nd FS 
District of Columbia 121st FS 
Florida 159th FS 
Georgia 128th FS 
158th FS 
Idaho 190th FS 
Illinois 108th BS 
168th BS 
170th FS 
Indiana 113th FS 
163rd FS 
lowa 124th FS 


The 140th Fighter-Bomber Wing, which 
served at Clovis AFB, New Mexico, from 1 
April 1951 until 31 December 1952, was 
unique as only two of its squadrons 
(Utah’s 191st and Wyoming’s 187th) were 
activated. The Colorado ANG supplied 
the organization and headquarters per- 
sonnel for the wing, although its 120th 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron was not acti- 
vated. 

Also unique, the 111th Bombardment 
Wing (Light) was equipped with Invaders 
and was made up of two Pennsylvania 
squadrons, the 103rd and 117th, and of 
Louisiana’s 122nd Squadron when it re- 
ceived its call to active duty on 1 April 
1951. However, the 117th and 122nd Bom- 
bardment Squadrons were soon trans- 
ferred out to provide B-26 crew training at 
Langley AFB, VA, until returned to state 
control at the end of 1952. The 103rd 
Squadron was then joined by two regular 
squadrons, the 129th and 130th, to form 
at Fairchild AFB, WA, the 111th Strategic 
Reconnaissance Wing (Medium) equipped 
with Boeing RB-29A’s. 

In addition to the above-mentioned 41 


squadrons serving as part of stateside- 
based wings and to the previously men- 
tioned squadrons (112th, 125th and 128th) 
which did not deploy overseas as part of 
their wing, six squadrons were placed on 
active duty as individual units (105th, TN; 


TABLE 7 
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115th, CA; 118th, CT; 123rd, OR; 188th, NM; 
and 195th, CA). Their equipment and duty 
stations are listed in Table 7. 

Finally, the eighteen squadrons not acti- 
vated during the Korean War included eleven 
squadrons flying Mustangs (101st, MA; 
120th, CO; 138th and 139th, NY; 146th and 
147th, PA; 162nd and 164th, OH; 169th, IL; 
181st, TX; and 194th, CA), four which con- 
verted from Thunderbolts to Mustangs 
during that period (104th, MD; 119th, NJ; 
131st, MA; and 137th, NY), and three which 
retained their obsolete Thunderbolts (152nd, 
RI; 198th, PR; and 199th, HA). All remained 
at their home bases. 

As the war in Korea ended with the sign- 
ing on 27 July 1953 of the Panmunjom 
armistice, the Guardsmen could be justly 
proud of their deeds. Considering that at the 
start of the Korean War the USAF had only 
48 combat wings, the influx of 22 mobilized 
ANG wings had indeed contributed 
greatly — whether directly through deploy- 
ment overseas or by freeing regular units for 
such deployment — to the nation’s ability to 
oppose the communist aggression in Korea, 
and to deter further Soviet moves on the 
European continent. The price paid by the 
Air National Guard was, however, high both 
in terms of personnel loss and in terms of 
the initial lack of organization which fol- 
lowed the return of demobilized units to 
state control. 
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FLYING SQUADRONS CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY 


AIRCRAFT DURATION OF ACTIVE DUTY 
RB-26C 1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
F-51D/RF-80A 10 Oct. 50 - 9 Jul 52 
F-84B/C 1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
F-51D/F-84E 10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
B-26/B-45A 1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
F-51D 1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 
F-80C/F-84E 10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
F-47N 1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
F-84C/F-94B 1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
F-84C/F-94B 1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
F-80C/F-84E 10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
F-84C 10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
F-80C/F-84E 10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
F-51D 1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
B-26B/C 1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
B-26B/C 1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
F-51D 1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 
F-51D 1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
F-51D 1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
F-51D 1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 


MAIN STATION 
Birmingham MAP, AL 
Shaw AFB, SC 
Birmingham MAP, AL 
Lawson AFB, GA 
Furstenfeldbruck AB, Germany 
Neubiberg AB, Germany 
Toul-Rosiéres AB, France 
Luke AFB, AZ 

Langley AFB, VA 

Itazuke AB, Japan 

Taegu AB, Korea 
Langley AFB, VA 

Van Nuys AP, CA 
George AFB, CA 

Misawa AB, Japan 
Suffolk County AP, NY 
New Castle County AP, DE 
Andrews AFB, MD 
George AFB, CA 

Misawa AB, Japan 
Dobbins AFB, GA 
Alexandria AFB, LA 
George AFB, CA 

Misawa AB, Japan 
Moody AFB, GA 

George AFB, CA 

Langley AFB, VA 
Bordeaux-Mérignac AB, France 
Laon AB, France 

same as 108th BS 
Bergstrom AFB, TX 
George AFB, CA 

Sioux City, 1A 

Fort Wayne, IN 

Scott AFB, IL 

Fort Wayne, IN 

Dow AFB, ME 

Alexandria AFB, LA 
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50 


lowa (cont.) 
Kansas 
Kentucky 
Louisiana 


Maine 
Michigan 


Minnesota 


Mississippi 


Missouri 


Montana 
Nebraska 
Nevada 

New Hampshire 
New Jersey 
New Mexico 
New York 

North Carolina 
North Dakota 


Ohio 


Oklahoma 


Oregon 


Pennsylvania 


South Carolina 
South Dakota 


Tennessee 


Texas 


Utah 

Vermont 
Virginia 
Washington 
West Virginia 


Wisconsin 


Wyoming 


174th FS 


127th FS 


165th FS 


122nd BS 
132nd FS 
107th FS 
171st FS 
172nd FS 
109th FS 


179th FS 
153rd FS 


110th FS 


180th BS 


186th FS 


173rd FS 


192nd FS 


133rd FS 
141st FS 


188th FS 
102nd BS 
114th BS 
136th FS 
156th FS 


178th FS 


112th BS 
166th FS 


125th FS 
185th TRS 
123rd FS 


103rd BS 
117th BS 
148th FS 
157th TRS 


175th FS 
105th FS 


~ 155th TRS 


111th FS 


182nd FS 
191st FS 
134th FS 
149th FS 


116th FS 
167th FS 
126th FS 


176th FS 
187th FS 


F-84B/F-51D 


F-84C/G 


F-51D/F-84E 


B-26B/C 
F-51D 
F-84B 
F-84B/C 
F-51D 
F-51D 


F-51D 
F-47N 


F-51D 


B-26B/C 


F-51D 


F-51D 


F-51D 


F-47D 
F-47D 


F-51D 
B-29A 
B-29A 
F-47D 
F-51D/F-84E 


F-51D 


B/RB-26B/C 
F-84C 


F-84B 
RF-51D/RF-80A 
F-51D 


B-26/RB-29 
B-26B/C 
F-51D/F-86A/F-94 
RF-51D/RF-80A 


F-51D 
F-47D 
RF-51D/RF-80A 


F-51D/F-84E 
F-51D/F-84E 
F-51D 
F-51D/H 
F-47D 
F-84B/F-86A 
F-47D/F-84B 
F-80A/F-86A 


F-51D/F-89A/B 
F-51D 


1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 


Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 


Sa Se Se ee eo 


1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 
1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 


1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 


1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 


1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 


1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 


1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 


1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 
1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 
1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 
10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 


1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 


10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 


10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 


1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 


1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 
1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 
1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 


10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 
1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
1 Mar 51 - 30 Nov 52 
1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
10 Oct 50 - 9 Jul 52 
1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 


1 Feb 51 - 31 Oct 52 
1 Apr 51 - 31 Dec 52 


Dow AFB, ME 
Alexandria AFB, LA 
Alexandria AFB, LA 
Chaumont AB, France 
Godman AFB, KY 
RAF Manston, England 
Langley AFB, VA 
Bangor, ME 

Luke AFB, AZ 

Luke AFB, AZ 
Selfridge AFB, MI 
Holman Field, MN 
Wold-Chamberlain Field, MN 
Duluth MAP, MN 
Turner AFB, GA 
Godman AFB, KY 
Bergstrom AFB, TX 
George AFB, CA 
Langley AFB, VA 
Bordeaux-Mérignac AB, France 
Laon AB, France 
Moody AFB, GA 
George AFB, CA 

Dow AFB, ME 
Alexandria AFB, LA 
Bergstrom AFB, TX 
George AFB, CA 
Keflavik AB, Iceland 
Grenier Field, NH 
Turner AFB, GA 
Godman AFB, KY 
Long Beach MAP, CA 
March AFB, CA 

March AFB, CA 
Niagara Falls, NY 
Godman AFB, KY 
RAF Manston, England 
Moody AFB, GA 
George AFB, CA 
Lawson AFB, GA 
Lockbourne AFB, OH 
Youngstown MAP, OH 
Alexandria AFB, LA 
Shaw AFB, SC 
Portland MAP, OR 
Chicago O’Hare AP, IL 
(to 27 Apr 51) 
Fairchild AFB, WA 
Langley AFB, VA 
Dover AFB, DE 
Lawson AFB, GA 
Furstenfeldbruck AB, Germany 
Ellsworth AFB, SD 
Nashville, TN 
Memphis, TN 

Shaw AFB, SC 
Langley AFB, VA 
Itazuke AB, Japan 
Taegu AB, Korea 
same as 111th FS 
Clovis AFB, NM 
Burlington, VT 

Turner AFB, GA 
Godman AFB, KY 
Moses Lake AFB, WA 
RAF Bentwaters, England 
Godman AFB, KY 
RAF Manston, England 
Truax Field, WI 

Truax Field, Wi 

Clovis AFB, NM 


Chaptere: The Cold War Era and the 
Southeast Asia War 


Upon their return to state control, which 
occured in the period July-December 1952, 
the demobilized ANG squadrons again faced 
severe problems. Many of their experienced 
air and ground crews were still serving with 
the USAF under their extended service 
agreements, while many old timers were 
rapidly approaching retirement age or, at 
least, were to be reassigned to non-flying 
positions. Equipment, particularly aircraft, 
was in short supply as all ANG jet aircraft 
had been turned over to the USAF, the F-47’s 
had reached the end of their useful life, and 
the F-51’s were fast approaching the same 
point. Furthermore, in anticipation of their 
re-equipment with jets, many units needed 
either to improve their facilities and 
lengthen/strengthen the runways from which 
they operated, or, when the former was not 
feasible, to relocate in order not to lose the 
opportunity of converting to jets. On the 
other hand, as the end of the war in Korea 
approached, the prospects for the Air 
National Guard markedly improved as both 
experienced crews and modern aircraft were 
anticipated to become available in quantities 
sufficient, not only to bring up the strength 
of the existing units, but also to enable the 
formation of new squadrons. 

Fiscal Year 1954: On 1 July 1953, the first 
day of the new fiscal year, two new units, 
both still without aircraft— the 144th 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron, Territory of Alaska 
ANG, and the 183rd Tactical Reconnaissance 
Squadron, Mississippi ANG — were 
extended federal recognition and joined the 
84 pre-Korean War squadrons. Sixty-five of 
these flying units were equipped with 
F-51D/H’s and were designated either 
Fighter-Bomber or Fighter Interceptor Squad- 
rons, two fighter units still flew Thunderbolts 
(the 198th and 199th), six Bombardment 


Squadrons had Invaders, four TRS operated 
RF-51D’s, and two further Tactical Recon- 
naissance Squadrons had been assigned 


Following their return to state control in July 1952, both fighter interceptor squadrons, the 128th and 
158th, of the Georgia ANG were re-equipped with F-51H'’s. The one illustrated here belonged to the 
158th FIS. ca ana 


Douglas RB-26C's. In addition, five squad- 
rons had already begun their jet conversion 
with the 117th, 124th, 164th and 185th slated 
to receive Shooting Stars (for the most part 
early F-80A/B models respectively brought up 
to F-80C-11/F-80C-12 standards) while the 
137th FIS acquired Lockheed F-94A/B all- 
weather interceptors. Admittedly, however, 
as of 1 July 1953, the Air National Guard had 
received only six jet aircraft. 

The lack of jet aircraft was known to be 
temporary, as aircraft released by the USAF 
were being overhauled and modernized prior 
to being delivered to ANG squadrons. Thus, 
operational plans and budget estimates for 
FY54 included conversion of all fighter 
squadrons. However, mainly due to the lack 
of facilities suitable for jet operations, the 
allocation of jets to the ANG failed to mate- 
rialize as programmed. By 30 June 1954, the 
674 jet aircraft on hand enabled the ANG to 
convert, or initiate the conversion of only 53 
of its 73 fighter squadrons. Of this 674, 
approximately 150 were T-33A trainers and 
the remainder were mission aircraft: RF-80A 


and F-80C Shooting Stars, F-84D/E Thunder- 
jets, F-86A Sabres and F-94A/B Starfires. The 
Sabre, the most modern of these types, had 
emerged from the Korean War as the world’s 
outstanding fighter aircraft and was 
assigned in the fall of 1953 to the 186th FIS, 
MT ANG, and to the 190th FIS, ID ANG. Pre- 
viously, the F-86 had been flown by other 
ANG squadrons while they were on active 
duty. 

In support of this sweeping conversion en- 
deavor, the National Guard Bureau 
undertook during FY54 the largest construc- 
tion program in its history. Contracts were 
awarded at 34 ANG bases where construc- 
tion was performed on property owned by, or 
under lease to, the United States govern- 
ment. In addition, construction of facilities 
and runway extensions at airfields not pre- 
viously used by the Air National Guard was 
initiated. In spite of the magnitude of this 
effort, however, it became evident that sev- 
eral units would not be able to obtain the 
facilities necessary for jet operations and 
would have either to be relocated or to be 


In the post-Korean war period both of Oklahoma's squadrons, the 125th and 185th, flew Shooting Stars. Originally built as a P-80A-1-LO, 44-85014, this 


aircraft had subsequently been brought up to F-80C standards. ok ane 
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FISCAL 
YEAR 


(1) 


1946 
1947 
1948 
1949 


1950 
1951 
1952 
1953 
1954 


1955 
1956 
1957 
1958 
1959 


1960 
1961 
1962 
1963 
1964 


1965 
1966 
1967 
1968 
1969 


1970 
1971 
1972 
1973 
1974 


1975 
1976 
1977 
1978 
1979 


1980 
1981 


NUMBER OF 


FEDERALLY-RECOGNIZED 
UNITS (2) 


ALL 
UNITS 


514 
N.A. 
N.A. 

498 

554 


572 
614 
588 
573 
567 


546 
584 
415 
670 
706 


728 
850 
856 
756 
858 


958 
985 
1,014 
1,041 
1,046 


1,016 
1,018 
1,020 
1,033 
1,020 


1,054 
1,053 


MISSION 


SQUADRONS 


(+ 163) 


(+87) 


1 
84 
84 
84 


84 
18 
18 
82 
87 


87 
94 
94 
93 
92 


92 
92 
61 
92 
92 


92 
92 
92 
78 
92 


92 
92 
92 
92 
92 


91 
91 
91 
91 
91 


91 
91 


(+66) 
(+66) 


(+31) 


(+14) 


AIR NATIONAL GUARD 
GROWTH SINCE 1946 


TABLE 8 


MANPOWER (2) 


(UNDER STATE CONTROL ONLY) 


ENLISTED 
OFFICERS PERSONNEL 

N.A. N.A. 
2,742 7,599 
4,242 25,088 
6,556 34,875 
6,747 37,981 
2,589 17,941 
1,527 13,361 
3,839 31,717 
5,741 44,104 
6,698 54,608 
7,300 56,234 
8,033 59,917 
8,354 61,641 
8,473 62,521 
8,570 62,250 
8,718 62,177 
6,278 44,041 
9,650 64,675 
9,843 63,374 
10,268 66,142 
10,220 69,663 
10,566 73,192 
9,292 65,969 
10,281 73,133 
10,872 78,975 
11,210 74,479 
11,489 77,748 
11,564 78,807 
11,669 82,215 
11,635 83,725 
11,341 79,865 
11,219 80,621 
11,157 80,517 
11,503 81,876 
11,897 84,386 
12,378 85,915 


Source: Annual Reports of the Chief of the National Guard Bureau 


TOTAL 


108 
10,341 
29,330 
41,431 


44,728 
20,530 
14,888 
35,556 
49,845 


61,306 
63,534 
67,950 
69,995 
70,994 


70,820 
70,895 
50,319 
74,325 
73,217 


76,410 
79,883 
83,758 
75,261 
83,414 


89,847 
85,689 
89,237 
90,371 
93,884 


95,362 
91,206 
91,840 
91,674 
93,379 


96,283 
98,293 


NUMBER OF NUMBER OF 
AIRCRAFT FLIGHT-HOURS 
ON STRENGTH PER YEAR 
(2) (1) 

1 N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
2,263 N.A. 
2,655 N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
N.A. N.A. 
1,812 N.A. 
2,060 358,275 
2,138 394,019 
2,027 458,999 
2,429 436,863 
2,421 464,256 
2,269 442,101 
2,039 434,455 
1,263 329,142 
1,658 387,423 
1,810 433,458 
1,772 455,180 
1,814 501,724 
1,811 540,060 
1,430 463,108 
1,703 415,953 
1,900 487,662 
1,938 455,645 
1,935 427,677 
1,859 N.A. 
1,800 405,427 
1,634 417,008 
1,615 511,877 
1,560 386,015 
1,540 382,115 
1,497 380,102 
1,550 393,252 
1,669 410,129 


(1) For Fiscal Years 1946 through 1975, the period covered is from 1 July to 30 June (e.g.: FY 1946 = 
Fiscal Year 1976, the period covered includes the Transitional Quarter and thus runs 1 July 1975 to 30 September 1976; for the following 
Fiscal Years the period covered is from 1 October to 30 September. 


(2) Up to and including FY 1975 data are as of 30 June; thereafter, as of 30 September. 
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1 July 1945 to 30 June 1946); for 


assigned new missions not requiring the use 
of jet aircraft. 

A plan was approved during FY54, follow- 
ing the success of an experiment conducted 
beginning in March 1953 by the NY ANG’s 
138th FIS at Hancock Field, Syracuse, to 
order individual combat crews to active duty 
on a voluntary basis for the purpose of 
standing 5-minute runway readiness alert 
during daylight hours. As members of the air 
defense team, these crews were to be ready 
at all times to become immediately airborne 
and challenge unidentified aircraft. The over- 
all value of this plan, which was imple- 
mented on 15 August 1954, was twofold: 


e It augmented ADC with additional 
combat-ready personnel and aircraft, and 
e It provided valuable tactical training for a 
maximum number of air and ground per- 
sonnel, thus increasing the overall readi- 
ness capabilitiy of the Air National 

Guard. 

FY54 also saw the 144th F-BS and the 
183rd TRS, both of which had been federally 
recognized on 1 July 1953, receive their mis- 
sion aircraft (F-80C’s and RB-26C’s respec- 
tively) and the extension on 15 October 1953 
of federal recognition to yet another unit. 
Based at Fort Smith, Arkansas, and equip- 
ped with RB-26C’s, the 184th TRS became 
the eighty-seventh flying squadron in the Air 
National Guard."® 


Fiscal Year 1955: The facilities construc- 
tion program initiated in FY54 and expanded 
during FY55, started to bear fruit and 
enabled the Guard to convert twelve more 
fighter squadrons to jets. Deliveries of more 
modern aircraft were also accelerated and 
included two new types: the Republic F-84F 


“City of Billings,” a North American F-86A-5-NA of the 186th Fighter Interception Squadron. The 
Montana unit was the first ANG squadron to receive Sabres while not on active duty. In active duty, 
Sabres had earlier been operated by the 116th, 126th and 148th Squadrons. mr anc 


Northrop F-89C from the 176th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Wisconsin ANG. This unit was the first 
ANG squadron to acquire Scorpions. usar 


The three squadrons comprising the 144th Fighter Wing, from Nevada, Utah, and California, are represented by these three F-51D's formation flying over 
the Santa Rosa, California area on 29 August 1950. witiam T. Larkins 


on 
aw 


— 


Lockheed F-94A-5-LO of the 178th Fighter Interceptor Squadron in the unit's hangar at Hector Field, Fargo, North Dakota. no anc 


Thunderstreak and Northrop F-89 Scorpion. 
Nevertheless, the ANG inventory at the end 
of FY55 remained short, with only sixty per- 
cent of the authorized fighter and jet recon- 
naissance aircraft, and ninety percent of the 
night photo reconnaissance and light bom- 
bardment aircraft being available. Total 
number of aircraft on hand reached 2,060 by 
30 June 1955 and included 1,063 jet fighters 
(F-80, F-84, F-86, F-89 and F-94), 38 RF-80A 
jet reconnaissance aircraft, 179 T-33A jet 
trainers, 288 F-51 fighters, 105 B/RB-26 twin- 
engined light bomber and reconnaissance 
aircraft, 175 T-6 piston-powered advanced 
trainers, 146 twin-engined transports (C-45, 
C-46 and C-47), and 66 aircraft of various 
types. 

At the end of the fiscal year these aircraft 
were assigned to the twenty-seven combat 
wings and various support units. Distribution 
among the combat wings was as follows: of 


the 73 squadrons composing the six Fighter 
Interceptor Wings and seventeen Fighter- 
Bomber Wings, 8 flew F-51’s, 18 flew F-80’s, 
6 flew F-84’s, 7 flew F-84F’s, 18 had F-86’s, 4 
had F-89’s and 12 had F-94’s; the six squad- 
rons composing the two Bombardment 
Wings flew B-26’s; and two RB-26 squadrons 
and four RF-80 squadrons formed the two 
Tactical Reconnaissance Wings. 

To replace fighter aircraft in units pro- 
grammed for bases which were not.adapta- 
ble to jet aircraft operations, the Air National 
Guard was authorized to form four Air Re- 
supply Groups, each with one Air Transport 
Squadron, Medium, which were to be equip- 
ped with piston-engined Grumman SA-16 am- 
phibians and Curtiss C-46 transports. The 
first two C-46’s were delivered to the 129th 
Air Resupply Squadron which was federally 
recognized on 3 April 1955, and which re- 
placed the 194th Fighter Interceptor Squad- 


ron, CA ANG at the Hayward Municipal Air- 
port. The 194th FIS was then relocated to 
Fresno. 

The Air Defense Augmentation program, 
which had been instituted in FY54 and called 
for each of the participating squadrons to 
have two jet fighter and five combat-capable 
crews on runway alert during daylight hours 
seven days a week, was continued during 
FY55. Seventeen ANG units participated in 
the program and averaged 700 scrambles a 
month during the year. 

Fiscal Year 1956: With the availability of 
additional specialized F-89 and F-94 aircraft 
and the scheduled delivery of F-86D’s, the 
Air National Guard converted eight of its 
Fighter Interceptor (day fighter) Wings to Air 
Defense (all weather) Wings. In addition, one 
of its last eight figher squadrons flying the 
decidedly antiquated F-51D was converted to 
jet fighter aircraft. Further modernization, 


Quartet of Republic F-84D’s of the Georgia ANG. Both the 128th and 158th Squadrons converted from F-51H’s to Thunderjets and 
subsequently flew F-84F's. ca ane 
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however, was impeded by the impracticality 
of providing suitable facilities for jet oper- 
ations at a number of bases. Thus, for 
example, the state of Rhode Island could not 
improve the facililites for its 152nd FIS and 
was forced to inactivate it. The unit was 
then transferred to the Arizona ANG. In 
exchange, a new unit, the 143rd Air Resupply 
Squadron, received federal recognition as 
part of the RI ANG. In the PA ANG, the 
140th Aeromedical Transport Squadron 
replaced at Spaatz Field, Reading, the 148th 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron which was inacti- 
vated. Four new squadrons were also fed- 
erally recognized to take over the facilities 
vacated by fighter squadrons being trans- 
ferred to new locations within their state. 
These new units were the 135th (MD ANG), 
150th (NJ ANG), 145th ATS (OH ANG), and 
130th TCS (WV ANG). 

Thus, at the end of FY56 the Air National 
Guard had 23 all-weather fighter squadrons, 
50 day fighter squadrons, 6 tactical bom- 
bardment squadrons, 8 tactical reconnais- 
sance squadrons, 3 aeromedical transport 
squadrons, and 4 air resupply/troop carrier 
squadrons. To equip these 94 flying squad- 
rons and their support units, the Guard had 
a total of 2,138 aircraft, of which more than 
two-thirds were jet powered. 

Fiscal year 1956 was also marked by the 
inception of organizational changes which 
shaped up the squadron/group/wing relation- 
ship still prevailing today. In 1946, when the 
Air Guard was organized after World War 
Two, squadrons were assigned to groups in 
batches of two to four. In turn, two or more 
groups were assigned to regional wings. 
(See Table 5 in preceding chapter.) The 
intent of this organization, which cut across 
state boundaries, was to provide the frame- 
work for group-sized units along the then- 
current USAF practice. In theory, the groups 
were to provide the administrative and 
support structure required for the activation 
of individual squadrons. Shortly before the 
Korean War, however, the USAF had 
dropped its previous squadron/group/wing 
hierarchy to adopt the wing/base complex. 
Thus, all required support units to achieve 
self-contained status were added to the old 
groups which then became wings. For 
example, during this reorganization, the 4th 
Fighter Interceptor Group became the 4th 
Fighter Interceptor Wing. 
` To comply with this change in the active 
force, the ANG was to be reorganized so 
that, at each base, administrative and sup- 
port units were to be added to each flying 
squadron to achieve self-supporting group 
status. The parent organizations, incorpor- 
ating one flying squadron and its supporting 
units, were to be designated groups while 
the multi-squadron organizations (ex-groups) 
were to be redesignated wings."® 


Fiscal Year 1957: The long delayed phase- 
out of the F-51D from the ANG was finally 
accomplished during the third quarter of 
FY57% when the 167th FIS, WV ANG, handed 
its last two Mustangs to the Air Force Mu- 
seum and to Post 20, American Legion, 
Charleston. As previously indicated, seven 
ANG squadrons were still flying Mustangs at 
the end of FY56 as the lack of suitable 
facilities had delayed their conversion. The 
problem was finally solved as follows: 

e 109th FIS, MN ANG: Pending completion 
of adequate facilities, the unit was re- 
equipped with North American T-28A 
basic trainers. During the summer of 


Shining jewel: an F-86A-5-NA from the Nevada ANG’s 192nd FIS. nv anc 


1957, it temporarily took over the 
F-94A/B’s of the 179th FIS prior to receiv- 
ing F-89H’s in December of that year. 


e 112th FIS, OH ANG: In order to convert to 


jets, this squadron was forced to move 
from the Akron-Canton Airport to the 
Toledo Municipal Airport. Prior to moving 
to its new base and re-equipping with 
F-84F's, it flew T-28A’s. 


e 148th F-BS, PA ANG: Plans were made to 


re-activate this unit and to move it to 
York, where it could have jets; the unit, 
however, was not re-activated. 


e 165th FIS, KY ANG: After the runway at 


Standiford Field, Louisville, was extend- 
ed, the 165th converted to F-86A’s during 
the fall of 1956. 


e 167th FIS, WV ANG: Moving from 


Charleston to Martinsburg, the 167th flew 
T-28A’s until its new facilities were ready 
for operations with F-86H’s. 


e 169th F-BS, IL ANG: Based at Peoria, this 


squadron flew T-28A’s until it converted 
to F-84F’s in April 1958. 


e 182nd F-BS, TX ANG: In August 1956, the 
182nd moved from Brook AFB to Kelly 

AFB where it converted to F-80C’s. 

Other significant changes during the year 
included the transfer of the 117th FIS from 
the PA ANG to the KS ANG — in which it 
was extended federal recognition on 23 Feb- 
ruary 1957 — and the conversion of two Tac- 
tical Bomb Wings (the 106th and 131st) to 
Fighter Interceptor Wings. FY57 was also 
noteworthy in that aircraft straight from the 
production line — Republic RF-84F’s — were 
phased into the National Guard inventory for 
the first time since the Korean mobilization 
and in that the F-86D made its debut in the 
ANG. 

Fiscal Year 1958: Truly a banner year, 
FY58 saw the introduction into the ANG 
inventory of two significant new types: the 
Northrop F-89H and the North American 
F-100A. The former, the first ANG aircraft to 
be armed with guided missiles, was first 
used by the 109th FIS, MN ANG, in Decem- 
ber 1957, and the latter, the first supersonic 


First receiving F-89C’s (as illustrated) in August 1955, the 186th Fighter Interceptor Squadron acquired 
F-89H's in April 1958 and F-89J's in March 1960. The Scorpions were finally replaced by F-102A's 
beginning in July 1966. wr anc 
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The last type of fighter aircraft operated by the Kentucky ANG’s 165th Squadron, the Sabre, was 
replaced by Canberras in 1958. ky ane 
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First four-engined mission aircraft to be operated by the ANG, the Boeing Stratofreighter first entered 


service with the 133rd Air Transport Squadron in New Hampshire. A New York ANG 139th 
ATS C-97A is shown. ny ANG 
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From 1954 until 1972 the Republic F-84F was one of the most important types to equip ANG squadrons. 
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fighter in the Guard, was received by the 
188th FIS, NM ANG, in April 1958. During the 
year the Douglas B-26 bomber, the last 
piston-powered combat aircraft in the ANG 
inventory, was also phased out as a mission 
aircraft?’ when the 114th (NY) and 168th (IL) 
squadrons were inactivated. In October 1957, 
the ANG began full-time operations of its 
own jet instrument school. Run by the 111th 
FIS, TX ANG, this school provided the instru- 
ment phase of advanced pilot training and, 
thus relieved ANG squadrons throughout the 
country of the necessity of conducting such 
training at home stations. 

All in all, the Air Defense Augmentation 
program was expanded during the year when 
two of the twenty participating squadrons 
increased their air defense coverage from 14 
hours to 24 hours. However, at the end of 
the year, two squadrons were temporarily 
withdrawn from the program. .In a related 
development affecting tactical fighter units, 
eleven ANG squadrons were assigned in 
June 1958 a new combat-type training mis- 
sion to become proficient in the special 
bombing technique required to deliver tacti- 
cal nuclear weapons. 

By 30 June 1958, all of the Air National 
Guard’s 84 combat squadrons were 
equipped with jet aircraft. Forty-three squad- 
rons possessed F-86D/L, F-89C/D/H, F-94B/C 
and F-100A/F aircraft to perform fighter inter- 
ceptor (all weather) missions; 26 squadrons 
were equipped with F-80C, F-84E, F-84F and 
F-86A/E/H aircraft to perform tactical fighter 
(day) missions; and 15 squadrons had RB- 
57A/B and RF-84F aircraft to provide tactical 
reconnaissance. In addition, nine support 
squadrons were equipped with SA-16, C-119 
and C-47 aircraft for aeromedical, air re- 
supply and transport type missions. 

Fiscal Year 1959: No significant new types 
of aircraft were taken on strength by the 
ANG during FY59 but several obsolete 
models of combat aircraft (F-80C, F-84E, 
F-86A/E, F-89C and F-94B) and the last of the 
T-28’s were phased out. At the end of the 
year, the ANG had 2,421 aircraft in its inven- 
tory which were distributed in forty-three all 
weather interceptor squadrons (29 with 
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The one illustrated belonged to the New Jersey 


ANG which, between 1958 and 1962, had two squadrons of Thunderstreaks, the 119th and 141st TFS. nuanc 


After having been the only Guard squadron to use Douglas C-47A's as mission aircraft, the 144th Air Transport Squadron, Alaska ANG, became in 1960 


the only one to be equipped with Fairchild C-123J's. Norman E. Taylor via Cloud 9 Photography 


F-86D/L’s, 11 with F-89D/H’s, 1 with F-94C’s, 
and 2 with F-100A’s), twenty-five tactical 
fighter squadrons (12 with F-84F’s, 12 with 
F-86H’s, and one with F-100A’s), fourteen 
tactical reconnaissance squadrons (10 with 
RF-84F’s and 4 with RB-57A/B’s), and ten 
tactical support squadrons (4 with SA-16A’s, 
5 with C-119J’s and one with C-47A’s). 

Renamed the Air National Guard Air 
Defense Alert Program, the ADC mobilization 
assignment was expanded to include 22 
ANG squadrons. Of this number, seven 
squadrons performed alert coverage on a 
24-hour schedule with the remaining fifteen 
units on a 14-hour daylight basis. 

Fiscal Year 1960: Four new aircraft types 
and two new models offering substantially 
increased capability were introduced during 
the year. The new types included the Convair 
F-102A, a supersonic all-weather interceptor; 
the Lockheed F-104A, the first ANG aircraft 
capable of Mach 2+ performance; the 
Boeing C-97, the first four-engined transport 
to be used by the Guard; and the Fairchild 
C-123J, a twin-engined transport with 
auxiliary turbojets on its wingtips. The 
improved models were the F-89J, a version 
of the Northrop Scorpion capable of carrying 
nuclear-tipped missiles, and the F-100C, the 
first tactical fighter version of the North 
American Super Sabre. Mission aircraft 
phased out during the year were the Douglas 
C-47A* and the Lockheed F-94C. 

To fly the new-to-the-ANG C-97 four- 
engined transports, six fighter squadrons — 
the 115th and 195th (CA), 109th (MN), 133rd 
(NH), 139th (NY) and 125th (OK) — were 
redesignated as Air Transport Squadrons 
(Heavy). The new interceptors entered 
service with the 182nd FIS, TX ANG 
(F-102A’s) and with the 157th FIS, SC ANG 
(F-104A's). 

Fiscal Year 1961: The history of the ANG 
is characterized in part by a broadening of 
its scope of activities. Prior to World War 
Two, all Guard flying units had been obser- 
vation squadrons and in the initial postwar 
period they had served either as fighter or 
bombardment squadrons. The fifties had 
seen the introduction of two new missions 
(tactical reconnaissance and transport), the 
deletion of the bombardment mission, and 
the division of the fighter mission into inter- 
ception and fighter-bomber/tactical special- 


izations. During FY61 this broadening of the 
ANG’s activities was accelerated with 
fourteen squadrons changing missions. 
Thus, on 30 June 1961 the ANG was com- 
posed of 32 Fighter Interceptor Squadrons, 
22 Tactical Fighter Squadrons, 12 Tactical 
Reconnaissance Squadrons, 11 Air Transport 
Squadrons (Heavy), 10 Aeromedical Trans- 
port Squadrons, 4 Troop Carrier Squadrons 
(formerly Air Resupply Squadrons), and one 
Air Transport Squadron (Medium) based in 
all 50 states, the District of Columbia and 
Puerto Rico. 

Fiscal Year 1962: Brought about by the 
erection of the infamous Berlin wall and the 
resultant rise in Cold War tension, the Berlin 
Crisis saw the Guard back on federal active 
duty. As a first step to meet the new Soviet 
challenge, President John F. Kennedy 
ordered the mobilization of 28 flying 
squadrons (3 TFS equipped with F-100C’s, 
3TFS with F-86H’s, 12 TFS with F-84F’s, 
4 TRS with RF-84F’s, and 6 ATS with C-97’s), 
effective 1 October 1961. (See Table 9.) One 
month later, three Fighter Interceptor Squad- 
rons flying F-104A’s were also activated. To 
man the units on active duty, 2,670 officers 
and 18,392 NCO’s and airmen, representing 
29.8 percent of the total ANG strength, were 
mobilized. 

The Minutemen’s reaction was swift and 
effective. Before the end of October 1961, 
eight of the recalled squadrons, with more 
than 150 combat-ready aircraft, had 
deployed to Europe. With little experience in 
overwater flying, the pilots of these units 
crossed the Atlantic in their F-84F’s, F-86H’s 
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and RF-84F’s — some going the northern 
route, via Labrador, Greenland and Iceland, 
and others the southern route, via New- 
foundland and the Azores. The three F-86H 
squadrons (the 101st, 131st and 138th) went 
to Phalsbourg Air Base in France. In that 
country they were joined at Etain Air Base 
by an F-84F squadron (the 166th), at Chau- 
mont Air Base by the 141st TFS (F-84F’s), at 
Chambley Air Base by the 163rd TFS 
(F-84F’s), at Toul-Rosiéres Air Base by the 
110th TFS (F-84F’s) and at Dreux Air Base by 
the RF-84F’s of the 106th TRS. A few days 
later the F-104A’s of the three Fighter Inter- 
ceptor Squadrons were loaded in C-124 
Globemasters of the Military Air Transport 
Service to begin flying alert missions from 
Moron Air Base in Spain (157th) and 
Ramstein AB in Germany (151st and 197th). 

The other activated Tactical Fighter 
Squadrons and Tactical Reconnaissance 
Squadrons remained in the United States 
and with the exception of the 119th TFS, 
which moved within New Jersey from its 
base at Newark to the Atlantic City NAFEC, 
operated from their home bases. Likewise, 
the six Air Transport Squadrons stayed 
based at their home stations but, utilizing 
fully the long range capability of their 
Boeing Stratofreighters, they augmented 
MATS airlift by flying worldwide missions. At 
the end of FY62, the mobilized ANG units, 
both in the United States and in Europe, 
were still on federal active duty. 

During the year, ten of the 61 squadrons 
remaining under state control underwent 
aircraft conversions and/or mission changes. 


First entering ANG service in March 1958 with the 154th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, 
Arkansas ANG (RB-57A illustrated), the Martin-built Canberra remains in service 22 years later with 
the Vermont ANG’s 134th DSES. ar anc 
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North American F-86H-1 0-NH'’s of the 101st TFS/102nd TFG at Prestwick, Scotland, in October 1961. 


USAF 
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Republic F-84F-30-RE of the 141st TFS/108th TFW on arrival at Chaumont AB, France, in October 
1961. The unit's activation provided the basis for Richard Bach’s novel, Stranger to the Ground. usar 
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With USAF markings replacing those of the 


crossing to Toul-Rosiéres AB, France. mo anc 
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MO ANG, this F-84F-40-RE of the 110th TFS is readied to depart Lambert Field, St. Louis, for its Atlantic 


Most significant of these changes was that 
affecting the 108th FIS (IL), 126th FIS (WI), 
and 145th AMS (OH) which, respectively, 
converted from F-86L’s, F-89J’s and 
MC-119J’s to Boeing KC-97F airtankers. In 
the process, they pioneered in the Guard the 
air refueling mission. FY62 also saw the arri- 
val in the ANG inventory of the first two 
Lockheed C-121C four-engined transports, 
the commencement of crew training on the 
Super Constellation, and the assignment of 
one C-121C each to the 156th (NC) and 183rd 
(MS) Aeromedical Transport Squadrons 
which were scheduled to complete their 
conversion from MC-119J’s early in the fol- 
lowing year. 

Of special interest is a development which 
first took place in the 185th ATS, OK ANG, 
as one of its C-97E’s was specially fitted as 
an airborne command post. Coded “Talking 
Bird,” this aircraft saw much use during this 
and subsequent years. 

Fiscal Year 1963: In the second half of 
August 1962, the 31 units which had been 
mobilized during the Berlin Crisis were 
returned to state control. However, as the 
USAF needed their aircraft, half of the F-84F 
squadrons and the three F-104A units were 
divested of their aircraft. Upon returning to 
their home bases, the six Tactical Fighter 
Squadrons which had left their Thunder- 
streaks with USAFE were converted to 
F-100C’s (two squadrons), to F-86H’s (two 
squadrons), and to RF-84F’s. Although these 
latter were reconnaissance aircraft, the two 
units involved — Indiana’s 113th and 163rd 
TFS — retained their tactical fighter mission. 
Two of the FIS, the 151st and 157th, con- 
verted to F-102A’s while the third ex-F-104A 
unit received Boeing C-97G’s and was redes- 
ignated the 197th Air Transport Squadron. 
Other aircraft conversions taking place 
during FY63 involved six Aeromedical Trans- 
port Squadrons which exchanged their 
C-119J’s for C-97G’s (two units) or C-121C’s 
(four units). 


The demobilized squadrons had barely 
settled back into normal operations when, 
on 22 October 1962, President Kennedy 
informed the nation of a new communist 
challenge: the installation of Soviet offensive 
missiles’ in Cuba. Although they were not 
called to federal active duty during the 
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STATE SQUADRON 
Alabama 106th TRS 
160th TRS 
Arizona 197th FIS 
Arkansas 184th TRS 
California 115th ATS 
195th ATS 
Colorado 120th TFS 
District of Columbia 121st TFS 
Illinois 169th TFS 
170th TFS 
Indiana 113th TFS 
163rd TFS 
Massachusetts 101st TFS 
131st TFS 
Minnesota 109th ATS 
Mississippi 153rd TRS 
Missouri 110th TFS 
New Hampshire 133rd ATS 
New Jersey 119th TFS 
141st TFS 
New York 136th TFS 
138th TFS 
139th ATS 
Ohio 112th TFS 
162nd TFS 
164th TFS 
166th TFS 
Oklahoma 125th ATS 
South Carolina 157th FIS 
Tennessee 151st FIS 
Virginia 149th TFS 


Note: The * in front of the main station indicates that the 


TABLE 9 
BERLIN CRISIS, 1961 - 1962 


FLYING SQUADRONS CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY 


AIRCRAFT DURATION OF ACTIVE DUTY 
RF-84F 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
RF-84F 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
F-104A 1 Nov 61 - 15 Aug 62 
RF-84F 1 Oct 61 - 15 Aug 62 
C-97C 1 Oct 61 - 31 Aug 62 
C-97C 1 Oct 61 - 31 Aug 62 
F-100C 1 Oct 61- Aug 62 
F-100C 1 Oct 61 - 24 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 16 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 24 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
F-86H 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
F-86H 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
C-97 1 Oct 61 - 31 Aug 62 
RF-84F 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
C-97A 1 Oct 61 - 31 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 17 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 17 Aug 62 
F-100C 1 Oct 61 - Aug 62 
F-86H 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
C-97 1 Oct 61 - 31 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 31 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 20 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - 15 Aug 62 
C-97 1 Oct 61 - Aug 62 
F-104A 1 Nov 61 - 15 Aug 62 
F-104A 1 Nov 61 - 15 Aug 62 
F-84F 1 Oct 61 - Aug 62 


MAIN STATION 
Chaumont AB, France 
*Dannelly Field, AL 
Ramstein AB, Germany 
*Ft Smith MAP, AR 
*Van Nuys AP, CA 

*Van Nuys AP, CA 
*Buckley ANG Base, CO 
*Andrews AFB, MD 
*Greater Peoria AP, IL 
*Capitol AP, IL 
*Hulman Field, IN 
Chambley AB, France 
Phalsbourg AB, France 
Phalsbourg AB, France 
*Minneapolis-St Paul IAP, MN 
*Key Field, MS 
Toul-Rosiéres AB, France 
*Grenier Field, NH 
Atlantic City NAFEC, NJ 
Chaumont AB, France 
*Niagara Falls MAP, NY 
Phalsbourg AB, France 
*Schenectady City AP, NY 
*Toledo Express AP, OH 
*Springfield MAP, OH 
*Mansfield MAP, OH 
Etain AB, France 

*Tulsa MAP, OK 

Moron AB, Spain 
Ramstein AB, Germany 
*Byrd Field, VA 


squadron remained based at its home base. 


Cuban contingency, fourteen ANG fighter 
units were placed in an accelerated training 
status and prepared for possible “no notice” 
deployment. At the same time, ANG heavy 
transport units assisted MATS’ worldwide 
airlift capability. In addition, 26 ANG bases 
became hosts for SAC B-47E units and ADC 
F-101B, F-102A and F-106A units which were 
dispersed during the Cuban contingency. 

Fiscal Year 1964: A new degree of pre- 
paredness was reached by the Air National 
Guard during the year as tactical squadrons 
were provided with fly-away kits and full 
clothing bags to enable them to be more 
mobile and capable of being deployed to 
Europe in nine hours nonstop. To demon- 
strate the effectiveness of this new program 
the Alabama ANG flew twelve of its RF-84F’s 
nonstop to Alaska (3,500 miles) while the DC 
and MO ANG’s sent eighteen F-100C’s on a 
nonstop flight to Puerto Rico; in both 
instances ANG tankers refueled the tactical 
aircraft. 

New aircraft types being readied for ser- 
vice with the ANG included Republic 
F-105B’s, which were delivered to the 141st 
TFS, NJ ANG, and jet-augmented KC-97L’s 
which were pioneered by the 108th ARS of 
the Illinois ANG. Other aircraft conversions 
undertaken during the year were less drastic 
and resulted in an ANG roster on 30 June 
1964 comprised of 24 FIS, 23 TFS, 11 TRS, 4 
ARS, 4 ACS (Air Commando Squadrons pre- 
viously designated Air Resupply or Troop 
Carrier Squadrons), and 26 Air Transport 


Squadrons. These 92 squadrons, together 
with headquarters units, operated a total of 
1,810 aircraft. 

Fiscal Year 1965: The make-up of the ANG 
roster was again modified as one squadron, 
the 181st, TX ANG, switched from fighter 
interception to the air refueling role, and one 
TFS, the 173rd, NB ANG, became a Tactical 
Reconnaissance Squadron. Two other FIS’s 
exchanged F-86L’s for the more capable 
F-102A Delta Daggers while three F-86H- 
equipped TFS converted to F-84F’s (two 
squadrons) and F-100C’s (one squadron). 

A convincing demonstration of the 
Guard’s readiness was given during Opera- 
tion Ready Go which saw two Tactical 
Fighter Wings deployed to Europe. With the 
help of three mid-air refuelings from ANG 
KC-97’s, the fighters flew 4,600 miles non- 
stop in nine hours and twenty minutes. 
Forty-five minutes after landing in Europe, 
the same aircraft were fully armed, refueled, 
crewed with fresh pilots, and ready for com- 
bat. Furthermore, the usefulness of the 
Guard was also proved during the U.S. inter- 
vention in the Dominican Republic when 
ANG transport units supplemented MATS 
airlift and the OK ANG deployed its “Talking 
Bird” communications command post to 
Ramey AFB, Puerto Rico. 

The twelve-year-old ANG Air Defense Alert 
Program continued to provide a much needed 
boost in ADC capability and, during FY 1965, 
involved twenty-two Fighter Interceptor 
Squadrons providing alert coverage on a 24- 


hour schedule with two to three aircraft on 
5-or 15-minute alert. Two of these units, the 
198th FIS, PR ANG, and 199th FIS, HA ANG, 
provided sole air defense coverage of their 
islands. 


Fiscal Year 1966: With the USAF now 
heavily committed to Southeast Asia, the 
ANG stepped in to fill vital gaps in the 
nation’s defense establishment. This added 
responsibility was discharged in four ways: 


e TAC-gained fighter squadrons took over 
training responsibilities from the USAF in 
air-ground support exercises for regular 
Army units; 

e MAC-gained transport squadrons 
expanded the pace of their Military Airlift 
Command’s global commitments, includ- 
ing cargo flights to the war zone in 
Southeast Asia as well as the provision 
of an aeromedical evacuation system fly- 
ing regularly scheduled routes; 

e Nine Tactical Fighter Squadrons and 
four Tactical Reconnaissance Squadrons, 
all TAC-gained, became fully-manned, 
equipped, and geared for instant mobil- 
ization. Known as the “Beef Broth” force, 
these units soon were operationally ready 
for active deployment; and 

e Short-term exercises saw several ANG 
units deployed outside the continental 
United States to Europe, Panama and 
Alaska. 


As the training pace was increased, the 
Air National Guard became a more mature 
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Martin RB-57B of the 165th TRS/123rd TRG, Kentucky Air National Guard. usaF 
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Providing the sole air defense for the Hawaiian Islands, the 199th FIS received its first Convair 
F-102A's in January 1961 and became in 1976 the last ANG to fly the Deuce. Ha anc 


“City of Jackson Hole,” a Lockheed C-121G (ex-US Navy R7V-1, BuNo 131636) of the 187th Air Transport Squadron. wy ane 
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force and no squadrons underwent a mis- 
sion change during FY66. However, four of 
its 22 FIS converted from F-89J’s to 
F-102A’s, and three of its 12 TRS substituted 
McDonnell Voodoos for their Martin RB-57’s. 
These Voodoos, the first to be assigned to 
the ANG, were unique as they were F-101A 
and C tactical fighters phased out by the 
81st TFW, USAFE, and modified by Lock- 
heed Aircraft Service for service with the 
154th (AR), 165th (KY) and 192nd (NV) TRS in 
the RF-101G and H tactical reconnaissance 
configurations. 

Fiscal Year 1967: During this year, the 
ANG flew a total of 540,060 flying hours to 
establish a Guard record which has yet to be 
exceeded. This achievement was the direct 
result of the intensified flying training of 
“Beef Broth” units, of the all out participa- 
tion of the ANG transport units in support of 
Southeast Asia airlift requirements, and of 
intensified aeromedical evacuation missions 
on a continental and overseas (Labrador, 
Newfoundland, Bermuda, Puerto Rico, the 
Canal Zone, and-Cuba) network. 

Again no units changed mission and the 
ANG roster of flying units remained at a 
total of 92 squadrons (26 ATS, 23 TFS, 22 
FIS, 12 TRS, 5 ARS and 4 ACS). The only 
new type in the inventory was the Douglas 
C-124C which replaced C-121’s in the 156th 
(NC) and 183rd (MS) ATS and C-97’s in the 
128th ATS (GA ANG). Three FIS (178th, ND; 
179th MN; and 186th MT) converted from 
Northrop F-89J’s to Convair F-102A’s. 

A significant development took place on 
1 May 1967 when the 136th Air Refueling 
Wing inaugurated a new mission for the 
ANG. Named “Creek Party,” this operation 
involved support of an overseas command — 
USAFE — on a regular basis and provided 
for five KC-97L’s to be based in Germany on 
a rotational basis. These aircraft provided 
refueling training and emergency capability 
to USAFE tactical aircraft. 


Fiscal Year 1968: Already heavily com- 
mitted to the Southeast Asia War (on 31 
December 1967, U.S. Armed Forces in Viet- 
nam totalled 487,300 men to which were 
added 47,000 men in Thailand and 25,000 
men serving offshore on U.S. Navy ships), 
the United States found itself facing a new 
challenge when on 24 January 1968, the 


FLYING SQUADRONS CALLED TO ACTIVE DUTY 


STATE SQUADRON 
Arkansas 154th TRS 
Colorado 120th TFS 
District of Columbia 121st TFS 
lowa 174th TFS 
Kansas 127th TFS 
Kentucky 165th TFS 
Maryland 104th TFS 
Nevada 192nd TRS 
New Jersey 119th TFS 
New Mexico 188th TFS 
New York 136th TFS 
138th TFS 
Ohio 166th TFS 
Pennsylvania 147th AAS 


TABLE 10 
PUEBLO CRISIS, 1968-1969 


AIRCRAFT DURATION OF ACTIVE DUTY 
RF-101G/H 26 Jan 68 - 20 Dec 68 
F-100C 26 Jan 68 - 30 Apr 69 
F-100C 26 Jan 68 - 18 June 69 
F-100C 26 Jan 68 - 28 May 69 
F-100C 26 Jan 68 - 18 June 69 
RF-101G/H 26 Jan 68 - 9 June 69 
F-86H 13 May 68 - 20 Dec 68 
RF-101G/H 26 Jan 68 - 7 June 69 
F-100C 26 Jan 68 - 17 June 69 
F-100C 26 Jan 68 - 4 June 69 
F-100C 26 Jan 68 - 11 June 69 
F-86H 13 May 68 - 20 Dec 69 
F-100C 26 Jan 68 - 18 June 69 
C-121C 13 May 68 - 12 Dec 69 


MAIN STATIONS 
Richards-Gebaur AFB, MO 
Itazuke AB, Japan 

Phan Rang AB, Vietnam 
Myrtle Beach AFB, SC 
Phu Cat AB, Vietnam 
Kunsan AB, Korea 
Richards-Gebaur AFB, MO 
Itazuke AB, Japan 
Cannon AFB, NM 
Richards-Gebaur AFB, MO 
Itazuke AB, Japan 

Myrtle Beach AFB, SC 
Tuy Hoa AB, Vietnam 
Tuy Hoa AB, Vietnam 
Cannon AFB, NM 

Kunsan AB, Korea 
Greater Pittsburgh AP, PA 


North Koreans seized the U.S.S. Pueblo. 
Reacting swiftly, President Johnson issued 
the next day a Presidential Executive Order 
mobilizing eight Tactical Fighter Squadrons 
and three Tactical Reconnaissance Squad- 
rons, with necessary support elements. 
Thirty-six hours later, 1,076 officers 
(including 447 pilots) and 8,102 airmen were 
on federal active duty. A second Presidential 
Executive Order, issued on 11 April 1968, 
added two Tactical Fighter Squadrons, one 
Aeromedical Airlift Squadron and 1,333 Air 
Guardsmen to the units and personnel on 
federal active duty as of 13 May. Thus, at 
the end of FY68, the Air National Guard only 
retained 78 flying squadrons under state 
control (See Tables 8 and 10). 

Four of the Tactical Fighter Squadrons, 
using 11 to 12 air-to-air refuelings, flew their 
F-100C’s to South Vietnam. First to reach 
the war zone was the 120th TFS, CO ANG, 
which joined the 35th TFW at Phan Rang Air 
Base and entered combat on 5 May 1968. It 
was followed by the 174th TFS, IA ANG, with 
the 37th TFW at Phu Cat Air Base, and by 
the 136th TFS, NY ANG, and 188th TFS, NM 
ANG, with the 31st TFW at Tuy Hoa Air 
Base. In addition, volunteer personnel from 
the 119th (NJ) and 121st (DC) — whose units 


Northrop F-89D-25-NO of the 178th FIS proudly displaying its assignment to 
the North Dakota ANG on its tiptank/rocket pods. m. isham via Cloud 9 Photography 


formed an F-100 training unit at Myrtle 
Beach AFB, SC, during the Pueblo Crisis 
Mobilization — provided 85 percent of the 
manning of the 355th TFS, USAF. The two 
remaining F-100C TFS (the 127th, KS,and the 
166th, OH) deployed to Kunsan Air Base, 
Korea, in the latter part of June 1968. 


During FY68 the other six mobilized units 
remained in the United States. The three 
squadrons (154th, AR; 165th, KY; and 192nd, 
NV) of the 123rd TRW were relocated to 
Richards-Gebaur AFB, MO, for intensive 
training prior to overseas deployment. The 
104th (MD) and 138th (NY) TFS moved to 
Cannon AFB, NM, where they provided a 
Forward Air Controller and Air Liaison 
Officer transition training wing. Finally, the 
147th Aeromedical Airlift Squadron of the 
Pennsylvania ANG operated out of its home 
station, the Greater Pittsburgh Airport. 


The C-124 conversion program continued 
at an accelerated pace with six units switch- 
ing from C-97’s to Globemasters. Two Mili- 
tary Airlift Squadrons (previously designated 
Air Transport Squadrons) of the Pennsyl- 
vania ANG retained their Lockheed C-121’s 
but were assigned new missions. The 147th 
became an Aeromedical Airlift Squadron 


while the 140th MAS was inactivated and re- 
placed at Olmsted AFB by the 193rd Tactical 
Electronic Warfare Squadron. Manned by the 
personnel of the former 140th MAS, the 
193rd soon operated Super Constellations 
modified to the EC-121S configuration. In the 
PR ANG, the 198th TFS converted from 
F-86H’s to F-104C/D's. 

Excluding the aircraft assigned to its 
mobilized units, the ANG ended FY68 with a 
force of 1,220 aircraft including 414 inter- 
ceptors (40 F-89J’s and 374 F/TF-102A's), 319 
tactical fighters (250 F-84F’s, 22 F-100C/F’s, 
19 F-104C/D's, and 28 F-105B’s), 166 recon- 
naissance aircraft (136 RF-84F’s and 30 RB- 
57A/C/E’s), 55 KC-97L tankers, 66 sundry tac- 
tical aircraft (18 HU-16B’s, 24 U-10D's, 16 
C-119C’s and 8 EC/C-121's), and 200 four- 
engined transports (102 C-97's, 26 C-121's 
and 72 C-124C’s). 


Fiscal Year 1969: At the start of the year 
six mobilized units were in Asia and eight 
remained in the United States. However, 


soon thereafter, the 154th TRS deployed to 
Itazuke Air Base, Japan, on 24 July 1968. It 
was rotated back to the United States on 18 
November 1968, and its place at Itazuke was 
taken on that date by the 192nd TRS. In turn, 


A demanding aircraft in terms of maintenance, the all-weather interception 
version of the Sabre equipped 26 squadrons of the ANG between 1956 and 


1965. The three F-86L's shown belonged to the 191st FIS. uranc 
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on 3 February 1969, this squadron was 
replaced in Japan by the 165th TRS and the 
KY ANG returned to Richards-Gebaur AFB 
on 24 April 1969 to end the rotation of 
squadrons of the 123rd TRW. 

Beginning on 12 December 1969 with the 
147th Aeromedical Airlift Squadron, the 
mobilized units were progressively returned 
to state control. The last three units (the 
121st, 166th and 174th TFS) ended their 
period of federal active service on 18 June 
1969. Once again, the Guardsmen’s service 
to the nation had been truly outstanding; 
however, due to the antiwar feelings damp- 
r a2 A ening the country’s morale, their deeds were 
With yellow roadrunners on their fins, these F-100C-26-NA’s can be identified as belonging to the too often not fully appreciated. Each of the 

188th TFS, New Mexico ANG. via Cioud 9 Photography five Guard-manned F-100 squadrons in Viet- 
nam completed its full eleven-month combat 
tour without a single reportable accident due 
to pilot, material or maintenance failure. 
Combat losses claimed the life of five pilots 
and accounted for 14 aircraft. 

On 30 June 1969, following the return of 
all mobilized units, the assignment of a new 
mission (Tactical Air Support with the 103rd 
MAS, PA ANG, 137th MAS, NY ANG, and 
169th TRS, IL ANG, re-equipping with Cessna 
U-3A’s and becoming the 103rd, 137th and 
169th TASS*), changes in mission and air- 
craft affecting five squadrons, and aircraft 
conversion for two squadrons, the Air 
National Guard was composed of 27 FIS (all 
now equipped with F/TF-102A’s), 22 TFS, 12 
TRS, 21 MAS/AAS, 6 ARS, 4 SOS, 3 TASS, 1 
TAS and 1 TEWS. 

Fiscal Year 1970: The big gainers during 
FY70 were the TAC-gained units which in- 
Except for the small, black letters VA near the top of its fin, this F-84F-25-RE of the 149th TFS cannot creased in number and received more mod- 

be identified as a Guard aircraft. Frank C. Hartman via Cloud 9 Photography ern equipment. Additions to this segment of 
the Air National Guard came through the 
conversion of four FIS to the tactical fighter 
role, the switch of two squadrons from the 
transport to the air tanker role, and of one 
squadron from military airlift to tactical air- 
lift. New aircraft types entering service with 
the TAC-gained squadrons were the 
Lockheed C-130A (with the 115th TAS), the 
Cessna A-37B (with the 104th TFS) and the 
Cessna 0-2A (with the 103rd, 137th and 169th 
TASS). 

Now numbering only eighteen squadrons, 
the ADC-gained units gained in capability as 
r three of them (the 116th, 132nd and 178th 
— FIS) converted from the F-102A’s to the more 


o oÁ potent McDonnell F-101B. In addition, some 
McDonnell RF-101H of the 192nd TRS photographed at Richards-Gebaur AFB when this unit was on of the remaining F-102A squadrons re- 
active duty during the Pueblo Crisis. Ken Buchanan via Cloud 9 Photography equipped with later models of the Delta 


The three squadrons of the 123rd TRW—Arkansas’ 154th, Kentucky's 165th (to which belonged this RF-101H) and Nevada's 192nd—saw widespread 
service during the Pueblo Crisis. xy ane 
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Jet-augmented KC-97L of the 181st ARS/136th ARG, Texas ANG. The Guard’s KC-97L units supported for ten years the operations of USAFE by 


deploying tankers to Germany as part of Operation Creek Party. Tx anc 


Daggers which had been fitted with infrared 
detecting equipment. Several of these air- 
craft were ferried by ANG crews from Europe 
to CONUS when the F-102A became surplus 
to USAFE requirements. Furthermore, the 
111th FIS, TX ANG, assumed the added re- 
sponsibility of training new pilots in the 
aerospace defense role. 

Meanwhile, the MAC-gained squadrons 
continued to fly in support of the Southeast 
Asia War and to operate aeromedical evacu- 
ation flights within the CONUS. However, 
their combined capacity had been reduced 
by approximately twenty percent from the 
peak reached in 1968-69 due to the transfer 
of several units to TAC roles (air tanker, air 
support and tactical airlift). 

Fiscal Year 1971: In its fiftieth anniver- 
sary? year the Air Guard achieved a new 
peak of strength as its aircraft inventory, 
which reached a post-World War Two low of 
1,659 aircraft at the end of FY63%, climbed 
back to 1,938 on 30 June 1971. In the 


Wn, 


Process an unprecedented number of 
units — 34 squadrons or almost 37 percent 
of the ANG’s roster — underwent either air- 
craft conversion and/or change in mission 
and gaining Command. Two units, the 106th 
and 160th TRS of the Alabama ANG, became 
the first Guard units to fly Phantom II's 
when they converted from RF-84F’s to RF- 
4C’s. Furthermore, as more A-37’s, C-130’'s, 
F-100’s, F-101's, F-105’s, O-2’s and RF-101’s 
replaced older aircraft, the ANG boosted 
markedly its effectiveness as an adjunct to 
the USAF.?” 

Fiscal Year 1972: In spite of the drain im- 
posed by the Southeast Asia War on its 
parent service, the USAF, the Air National 
Guard was able to pursue aggressively its 
modernization program and to retire its 
decidedly obsolete Republic F-84F’s and RF- 
84F’s. New aircraft types added to the ANG 
inventory included the Convair F-106A, first 
assigned to the 186th FIS, MT ANG, and the 
McDonnell F-4C, which first replaced the 


F-84F in the 170th TFS, IL ANG. Four more 
Tactical Airlift Squadrons, including the 
183rd TAS, MS ANG, which received the 
longer-ranged C-130E version instead of the 
C-130A or B assigned to other ANG units, 
converted to Lockheed Hercules. Also 
notable was the conversion of the 117th 
TRS, KS ANG, which became a Tactical 
Bombing Squadron after converting from RB- 
57A/B’s to the B-57G night interdiction ver- 
sion of the twinjet Martin aircraft. During 
FY72 women were first authorized to enlist 
in the Air National Guard. 

Fiscal Year 1973: With the winding down 
of the Southeast Asia War, in support of 
which its MAC-gained units had flown a sub- 
stantial number of missions without ever 
being mobilized, the Air National Guard lost 
much of its airlift capability. During FY73 
three of its Military Airlift Squadrons were re- 
organized into Air Refueling Squadrons and 
converted to KC-97L’s, two MAS switched to 
the tactical fighter role and re-equipped with 


Heaviest transport yet flown by Guard units, the Douglas C-124C equipped ten squadrons between 1966 and 1974. The one illustrated belonged to the 
156th Military Airlift Squadron/145th Military Airlift Group of the North Carolina ANG. usar 


Lockheed T-33A-1-LO of the 199th FIS, Hawaii Air National Guard. Ha ane 


Built by Kaiser in Willow Run, Michigan, this C-119G-KM served with the 130th Special Operations 
Squadron of the West Virginia ANG. Lionel Pau! via Cloud 9 Photography 


McDonnell F-101B-75-MC of the 116th FIS/141st FIG, Washington ANG at Spokane 
in September 1974. cloud 9 Photography 


F-100D’s, and the 150th Squadron exchanged 
its C-121C’s for de Havilland C-7A’s to 
become a Tactical Airlift Squadron. In addi- 
tion, during the fall of 1972, several of the 
ANG’s Hercules-equipped Tactical Airlift 
Squadrons were stripped of many of their 
C-130A/B’s which were delivered to the 
Republic of Vietnam Air Force as part of 
“Operation Enhance Plus.” 

Main gainer during the year was the ADC- 
gained component which was increased by 
three squadrons following the mission 
change undertaken by the 102nd ARS, NY 
ANG, the 119th TRS, NJ ANG, and the 171st 
TRS, MI ANG. 

Fiscal Year 1974: As the first full year fol- 
lowing United States disengagement in the 
Southeast Asis War, FY74 saw reductions in 
the active forces announced and full imple- 
mentation of the Total Force Policy which re- 
quired that greater reliance be placed on 
reserve forces — notably the Air and Army 
National Guard— to meet the nation’s 
defense needs. At the same time, fuel short- 
ages brought about by the Arab embargo on 
oil shipments to the United States following 
the October 1973 Yom Kippur Arab-Israeli 
war, and budgetary limitations curtailed 
somewhat the ANG operations (for example, 
a total of 432,206 flying hours had been pro- 
grammed for the year but actual flight hours 
were limited to 405,428 for a variance of 6.2 
percent). 

The reduced level of activities was also 
evidenced by the fact that only six units 
underwent aircraft conversions during the 
year. Two of these conversions were only 
minor as they involved only exchange of 
early aircraft models for later models of the 
same type (C-130A to C-130B for the 115th 
TAS, CA ANG, and F-100C to F-100D for the 
174th TFS, IA ANG). Two Tactical Fighter 
Squadrons, New Mexico’s 188th and Colo- 
rado’s 120th, became the first ANG units to 
fly LTV A-7D’s when they traded in their 
F-100C/D’s. The remaining conversions in- 
volved not only a change in aircraft (to Mar- 
tin EB-57B’s) but also a change in mission 
as the 117th Bombardment Tactical Squad- 
ron, KS ANG, and the 134th Fighter Inter- 
ceptor ‘Squadron, VT ANG, both became 
Defense System Evaluation Squadrons. In 
their new role, the crews of these two squad- 
rons became ADC-gained and were tasked 
with providing electronic countermeasure 
training to Army and Air Defense forces of 
the United States and Canada. 


First assigned to the 141st TFS in April 1964, and still operated by this unit, Republic F-105B’s also equipped between 1970 and 1973 another New Jersey 
squadron, the 119th TFS. nian 
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Chapter7: TOday’s Air National Guard 


During the second half of the seventies, 
the ANG fleet was steadily modernized and 
the decade ended with the delivery straight 
off the assembly line of Lockheed C-130H’s 
and Fairchild Republic A-10A’s.7® Thus, in 
terms of aircraft types the Air National 
Guard is now among the best-equipped air 
forces in the world. However, in terms of air- 
craft inventory the ANG experienced a 
decline during the seventies (from 1,938 air- 
craft at the end of FY71 until the inventory 
stabilized at around 1,500 aircraft). Further- 
more, several of its aircraft were veterans of 
many flying hours, including combat opera- 
tions in Vietnam; for example, some of its 
McDonnell F-4C’s had logged in excess of 
6,000 flight hours and bore kill markings 
acquired during service in the Southeast 
Asia War. 

As part of the Total Force Policy, the Air 
National Guard is now a combat ready force 
that is immediately available for mobilization 
to support active Air Force requirements. In 
addition to the mobilization ready forces, it 
supports USAF missions in a non-mobiliza- 
tion status in the European and Middle East 
areas, as well as in the Caribbean and in 
Greenland. Moreover, the interceptor units of 
the ANG are assuming an ever-increasing 
share of the air defense of the United 
States. While its federal reserve potential 
has been strengthened, the Air National 
Guard of each state remains constitutionally 
a state-administed force. Thus, the ANG is 
actively involved in its state mission with 
units providing assistance in all types of 
natural disasters, labor disputes, prison dis- 
orders, civilian aircraft crashes, and other 
emergencies. 

As in prior chapters, significant events in 
ANG activity are summarized by Fiscal Year. 

Fiscal Year 1975: Budgetary limitations, 
resulting in part from fuel price increases, 
led to the streamlining of the Air National 
Guard organization to avoid unnecessary 
duplications. In the process, the ANG began 
to inactivate groups at bases where wings 
were located. Thus, flying squadrons located 
at the same base as their wing headquarters 
began reporting directly to the wing while 
the other flying squadrons in the wing con- 
tinued to receive support (maintenance, 
administration, etc.) through groups. The 
nineteen groups inactivated during the year 
included nine Tactical Fighter Groups (108th, 
NJ; 113th, DC; 116th, GA; 121st, OH; 122nd, 
IN; 127th, Ml; 131st, MO; 132nd, IA; and 
140th, CO), five Tactical Airlift Groups (118th, 
TN; 133rd, MN; 137th, OK; 146th and 195th, 
CA), three Air Refueling Groups (126th, IL; 
136th, TX; and 171st, PA) and two Tactical 
Reconnaissance Groups (117th, AL and 
123rd, KY). In the case of the 195th TAG, the 
inactivation involved not only the group but 
also its flying squadron, the 195th TAS, as 
its C-130B’s and personnel were absorbed 
into the 115th TAS/146th TAW with which it 
had shared facilities at the Van Nuys 
Airport. 

Another significant change, occurring as a 
result of organizational changes within the 
Air Force, was the transfer from TAC-gained 
to MAC-gained status of the Air National 


Guard’s tactical airlift fleet equipped with 
C-130’s, C-123’s and C-7’s. 

Aircraft conversions taking place during 
FY75 affected twelve squadrons. Half of 
these conversions did not result in mission 
changes and involved the following units: 
two interceptor squadrons — the 159th, FL, 
and 194th, CA, which traded F-102A’s for 
F-106A’s; three airlift squadrons — the 155th, 
TN, 158th, GA, and 185th, OK, which ex- 
changed C-124’s for Hercules; and the 166th 
TFS, OH ANG, which received A-7D’s to 
replace its F-100D’s. Two squadrons (the 
146th, PA, and 157th, SC) switched from an 
air defense role to a tactical fighter role 
upon converting from F-102A’s to A-7D’s 
while two other FIS (California’s 196th and 
Wisconsin's 176th) became Tactical Air Sup- 
port Squadrons upon exchanging their 
F-102A’s for O-2A’s. 

Finally, the 102nd FIS of the NY ANG and 
the 129th SOS of the CA ANG respectively 
exchanged eighteen F-102A’s and eight 
C-119L’s for a mix of four HC-130’s and six 
Sikorsky HH-3’s. These latter conversions, 
which resulted in the two units being 
redesignated Aerospace Rescue and 
Recovery Squadrons, marked “firsts” for the 
Air National Guard in terms of the assign- 
ment of both the rescue mission and of 
rotary-winged aircraft. 


Fiscal Year 1976: The Nation’s Bicen- 
tennial Year was another banner year for the 
Air National Guard. Four F-100 Tactical 
Fighter Wings (ten squadrons) and one Tac- 
tical Reconnaissance Wing deployed to 
Europe for two weeks of theater indoctrina- 
tion and training while three F-100D and 
A-7D squadrons participated in multi-threat 
simulated combat training at Nellis AFB, 
Nevada, under the TAC “Red Flag” training 
program.” In addition, the ADC-gained inter- 
ceptor and defense systems evaluation 
squadrons continued their active participa- 
tion in the peacetime NORAD alert program, 
and the KC-97L-equipped air refueling squad- 
rons completed their ninth successful year 
providing refueling support for fighter/recon- 
naissance forces in overseas locations 
(“Operation Creek Party”). 

Project Pace Angler, which had begun in 
the third quarter of FY75 with the instal- 
lation of Aerospace Ground Equipment at 
the initial conversion site and the receipt on 
18 April 1975 by the 145th ARS/160th ARG, 
OH ANG, of its first Boeing KC-135A’s, 


a i x 

Delivery in 1979 of the first Fairchild-Republic 
A-10A to the 131st FGS/104th TFG, 
Massachusetts ANG. Fairchild Republic 
moved into full-swing during the Bicentennial 
Year and involved the conversion of ANG re- 
fueling squadrons to jet tankers. During this 
conversion, one of these units, the 145th 
ARS, merely replaced its KC-97L’s with the 
new aircraft while the other four squadrons 
also underwent a mission change: from tac- 
tical airlift for New Hampshire’s 133rd; from 
tactical reconnaissance for Arkansas’ 154th; 
and from fighter interception for Maine’s 
132nd and Washington’s 116th. In addition 
to its mission change, the latter, together 
with its parent 141st ARW, moved from the 
Spokane International Airport to Fairchild 
AFB. With the start of the conversion to KC- 
135A’s, all ANG air refueling units, whether 
they were equipped with jet tankers or with 
KC-97L's, switched from TAC- to SAC-gained 
status to preclude dual command manage- 

ment of tanker forces. 
Besides these conversions to KC-135A’s, 
the Air National Guard undertook during 


First entering service in January 1972 with the 170th TFS/183rd TFG, Illinois ANG, the Phantom II is 
now becoming the most important tactical fighter in Guard service. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


Based at the McEntire ANG Base, the 157th TFS/169th TFG of the South Carolina ANG has 
flown A-7D’s since October 1974. Jim Sullivan via Cloud 9 Photography 


Preceding its fighter versions in ANG service, the RF- 4C. now jegue eight squadrons in two wings, 
including the Reno-based 192nd TRS/152nd TRG. nv ane 


FY76 and the Transitional Quarter the 
conversion of twelve other squadrons with 
six of these also switching missions as 
detailed below: 


Mission Aircraft 


Squadron From To 
130th SOS to 130th 

TAS, WV ANG C-119C C-130A 
139th TAS, NY ANG C-130A C-130D 


(ski-equipped) 
143rd SOS to 143rd 


TAS, RI ANG C-119C C-130A 
144th TAS, AK ANG C-123J C-130E 
152nd TFTrS, 

AZ ANG F-100D F-100D 

& A-7D" 


164th TFS to 164th 

TAS, OH ANG F-100D C-130B 
165th TRS, KY ANG RF-101C RF-4C 
179th FIS to 179th 


TRS, MN ANG F-101B RF-4C 
190th FIS to 190th 

TRS, ID ANG F-102A RF-4C 
192nd TRS, NV ANG RF-101B RF-4C 
198th TFS, PR ANG F-104C A-7D 
199th FIS to 199th 

TFS, HA ANG F-102A F-4C 


During FY76 two groups, the 101st Fighter 
Interceptor Group, ME ANG, and the 141st 
FIG, WA ANG, were inactivated as their 
squadrons, the 132nd and 116th, respec- 
tively, began reporting directly to the 101st 
ARW (ex 101st FIW) and the 141st ARW (ex 
141st FIW) upon converting from F-101B’s to 
KC-135A’s. During the Transitional Quarter it 
was the turn of the 102nd (MA ANG) and the 
144th (CA ANG) Fighter Interceptor Groups 
to be inactivated. Thus, at the end of the 
Transitional Quarter, the Air National Guard 
was composed of twenty-four wings 


Convair F-106A-110-CO from the “Jersey Devils,” the 119th FIS/177th FIG based at NAFEC Atlantic City. nu anc 
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Ski-equipped C-130D with which the 139th TAS/109th TAG now provides valuable logistic support to the polar regions. via cloud 9 Photography 


(3 FIW’s, 2 TRW’s, 9 TFW’s, 2 TASW’s, 
4 TAW’s and 4 ARW’s) with sixty-nine groups 
and ninety-one squadrons. 

Fiscal Year 1977: Phase-out of the KC-97L 
tankers, scheduled to be completed during 
FY78, resulted in the conversion of three 
squadrons to KC-135A’s** and of one squad- 
ron to C-130A’s during FY77 and in the ter- 
mination in May 1977 of “Operation Creek 
Party,” the air refueling support by ANG 
tankers of Air Force tactical aircraft in 
Europe. During ten years of successful, 
accident-free operations, the ANG KC-97L’'s 
had flown 6,512 sorties, completed 47,207 
hookups and off-loaded 137,398,620 pounds 
of fuel. 

FY77 also saw three Tactical Fighter 
Squadrons exchange their F-100D’s for 
A-7D’s, the placing of EC-121S in non- 
operational status as the 193rd Tactical 
Electronic Warfare Squadron, PA ANG, con- 
verted to Lockheed EC-130E’s, and the sub- 
stitution of F-4D’s for F-101B’s in the 178th 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron, ND ANG. 
Finally, the 135th Tactical Air Support 
Squadron, MD ANG, was redesignated 135th 
Tactical Airlift Squadron when it converted 
from O-2A’s to C-7A's. 


Fiscal Year 1978: Four more Air Refueling 
Squadrons underwent conversion to KC- 
135A’s to complete the ANG’s planned force 
of thirteen jet tanker squadrons. Three of 
these units had previously flown KC-97L's 
while the fourth, Kansas ANG’s 117th Air Re- 
fueling Squadron, had been an EB-57- 
equipped Defense System Evaluation Squad- 
ron. This loss of one of the two Defense 
System Evaluation Squadrons of the Air 
National Guard was partially offset by in- 
creasing the UE strength of the 134th DSES, 
VT ANG, from nine to fifteen EB-57B/C’s. 
Other aircraft conversions taking place 
during FY78 affected two Tactical Fighter 
Squadrons (125th, OK ANG, and 162nd, OH 
ANG), which exchanged their F-100D’s for 
A-7D’s, the 171st Fighter Interceptor Squad- 
ron, MI ANG, which traded F-106A’s for 
F-4C’s, and the Texas ANG’s 181st, which 
changed from a KC-97L-equipped Air 
Refueling Squadron into a C-130B-equipped 
Tactical Airlift Squadron. 


During the year two Tactical Air Support 
Groups, the 105th in the NY ANG, and the 
128th in the WI ANG, were inactivated and 
similarly-numbered TASW’s became the di- 
rect parent units for the 137th TASS and the 
176th TASS. 

The Air National Guard attained the high- 
est combat ready status in its history (97 
percent) during FY78 as it continued unit 
participation in the enhanced Operational 
Readiness Inspection (ORI) concept. In addi- 
tion to wartime sortie generation rates, units 
were tasked with responding to realistic 
combat scenarios. Inspections tested coor- 
dination between the Command and Control, 
Intelligence, Operations, Security, and 
Maintenance functions in response to a 
simulated threat. Using the same criteria as 
was applied to active Air Force units, the 
pass rate was 100 percent. 


Fiscal Year 1979: No squadrons changed 
mission during the last year of the decade; 
however, aircraft conversions taking place 
during FY79 saw the phasing out from the 
ANG inventory of two long-serving types, the 
F-100 and RF-101, the beginning of the sub- 
stitution of Cessna OA-37B’s for Cessna 
0-2A’s in the Tactical Air Support Squad- 
rons, and a 150 percent increase in the 
number of ANG squadrons flying F-4’s. More 
importantly, FY79 witnessed the delivery of 
brand new Fairchild Republic A-10A’s to the 


three squadrons of the 174th Tactical 
Fighter Wing, and the replacement of war- 
weary C-130A’s in the 185th TAS, OK ANG, 
with factory-fresh C-130H’s. Details of 
aircraft conversions completed during FY79 
follow: 


Mission Aircraft 


Squadrons From To 
107th TRS, MI ANG F-100D A-7D 
110th TFS, MO ANG _ F-100D F-4C 
112th TFS, OH ANG F-100D A-7D 
113th TFS, IN ANG F-100D F-4C 
118th TFS, CT ANG F-100D A-10A 
122nd TFS, LA ANG F-100D F-4C 
128th TFS, GA ANG F-100D F-105G 
131st TFS, MA ANG F-100D A-10A 
153rd TRS, MS ANG RF-101C RF-4C 
163rd TFS, IN ANG F-100D F-4C 
182nd TFS, TX ANG F-100D F-4C 
184th TFS, AR ANG F-100D F-4C 
185th TAS, OK ANG C-130A C-130H 


During the fourth quarter the ANG also 
completed its conversion to Boeing T-43A’s. 
Four of these aircraft, modified as trans- 
ports, were then assigned to the DC ANG, 
Andrews AFB, for the purpose of flying oper- 
ational support airlift through MAC schedul- 
ing. Two other T-43A’s were handed to the 
CO ANG, Buckley ANGB, to fly missions in 
support of the USAF Academy Airmanship 
Program. 


Beginning during Fiscal Year 1976, when Project Pace Angler was implemented, the Guard's Air 
Refueling Squadrons have progressively been converted from KC-97L's to KC-135A’s. This KC- 
135A was one of the first received by the 133rd ARS/157th ARG at Pease AFB. nx anc 
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Also serving in the interception role with the 178th FIS, ND ANG, and the 171st FIS, MI ANG (to which 
belongs this F-4C-19-MC) the F-4 is gaining in importance within the Guard. macna 


Modified to serve as a personnel transport for special missions, this T-43A-BN ,71-1406, is one of the 
six military Boeing 737's operated by the National Guard Bureau. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


amen sa >- 
TFS/103rd TFG taking off at the Bradley International Airport, 
Windsor Locks, Connecticut. crane 
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Convair F-106B of the 186th FIS/120th FIG, Montana Air National Guard. Peter J. Mancus/Cloud 9 Photography 


Into the eighties: The new decade began 
with a marked slowdown in conversions, 
with those completed during FY80 involving 
only five units: 


Mission Aircraft 


Squadrons From To 
104th TFS, MD ANG A-37B A-10A 
127th TFS, KS ANG F-105D/F F-4D 
138th TFS, NY ANG A-37B A-10A 
169th TASS, IL ANG 0-2A OA-37B 
176th TASS, WI ANG O-2A ` OA-37B 


During the following year aircraft conver- 
sions picked up again and those undertaken 
during FY81 or in the process at the begin- 
ning of FY82 were: 


103rd TASS, PA ANG O-2A OA-37B 
111th FIS, TX ANG F-101B/F  F-4C 
121st TFS, DC ANG F-105D/F = F-4C 
123rd FIS, OR ANG F-101B/F  F-4C 
134th TFS, VT ANG EB-57 F-4D 
135th TAS, MD ANG C-7A C-130B 
136th FIS, NY ANG F-101B/F  F-4C 
141st TFS, NJ ANG F-105B F-4D 
149th TFS, VA ANG F-105D A-7D 
158th TAS, GA ANG C-130E C-130H 
172nd TASS, MI ANG O-2A OA-37B 
176th TASS, WI ANG OA-37B A-10A 
183rd TAS, MS ANG C-130E C-130H 


Significant among these conversions were 
those affecting the VT ANG, which marked 
the retirement of the Martin EB-57, as well 
as the progressive phase-out of the Republic 
F-105, McDonnell F-101B and Cessna O-2A. 

Already, by the time the manuscript of this 
book was updated in April 1982, additional 
conversions had been announced. During 
FY83 the 128th TFS/116th TFW, GA ANG, 
will phase-out the last Thunderchiefs in ANG 
service and will re-equip with F-4D’s, while 
the 160th TRS/187th TRG, AL ANG, and the 
196th TASS/163rd TASG, CA ANG, will 
become Tactical Fighter units and will 
convert respectively from RF-4C’s to F-4D’s, 
and from O-2A’s to F-4C’s. During FY84 the 
144th TAS/176th TAG, AK ANG, will replace 
its C-130E’s with brand new C-130H’s. How- 
ever, the most significant conversion .an- 
nounced so far is that affecting the 157th 
TFS/169th TFG, SC ANG, as this unit will 
become during FY83 the proud owner of the 
first F-16A/B’s to be delivered to the Guard 
straight from the General Dynamics assem- 
bly line in Fort Worth. 

In a study — Vista 1999 — commissioned 
in December 1980 and released in April 1982, 
a panel of senior Guard officers identified 
future NG and ANG requirements. Signifi- 
cant recommendations for the ANG in- 
cluded: (1) procurement of 670 relatively 
simple air superiority fighters, such as an 
austere version of the GD F-16 or the 
Northrop F-5G, and of 750 close air support 
aircraft simpler and lighter than the A-10; 
(2) replacement of all older Hercules with 


Lockheed C-130E-LM of the 144th TAS/176th TAG at Kulis ANG Base, Functioning as a Replacement Training Unit, the 152nd TFS/162nd TFG 
Anchorage International Airport. ak anc operates A-7D from the Tucson International Airport. Peter J: Mancus/Cioud 9 Photography 
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Based at Forbes ANG Base, Topeka, the 117th ARS/190th ARG is one of the thirteen ANG squadrons presently flying KC-135A’S. ks ANG 


new C-130H’s; (3) transfer of some C-141B’s 
from USAF squadrons to ANG units; (4) ac- 
quisition of used McDonnell Douglas DC-9’s 
or Boeing 727’s for training and transport 
duties; and (5) development of an O-2A 
replacement for ANG squadrons and units 
of the NG Aviation. Whether or not this 
ambitious program will be approved and 
implemented remains to be seen. In any 
event, the ANG inventory will continue to 
be modernized. 

With the completion of the aircraft con- 
versions scheduled through FY82, the Air 
National Guard will possess a strength of 
over 1,600 aircraft organized into twenty-four 
wings, sixty-seven groups and _ ninety-one 
squadrons* (nineteen with C-130’s, seven- 
teen with F-4’s, fifteen with A-7’s, thirteen 
with KC-135’s, eight with RF-4’s, five with 
F-106’s, five with A-10’s, three with OA-37’'s, 
two with O-2’s, two with HC-130/HH-3’s, one 
with F-105’s, and one with EC-130’s). 

Since 1979 two units have been relocated: 
the 143rd TAS/143rd TAG, RI ANG, trans- 
ferred with its C-130A’s from the T.F. Green 
Airport to the Quonset State Airport in April 
1980, while the following month the 129th 
AR&RS/129th AR&RG, CA ANG, moved its 
HC-130/HH-3’s from the Hayward Municipal 
Airport to NAS Moffett Field. Another re- 
location, that of the 196th TFS/163rd TFG, 
CA ANG, is scheduled for FY83 when this 
unit will convert from O-2A’s to F-4C’s. 

During the late seventies another signi- 
ficant change affected the air defense units. 
In accordance with an Air Force decision, 
which had been announced on 29 March 
1979, the aerospace defense resources were 
to be transferred from ADCOM to other 
major commands; accordingly, the Fighter 
Interceptor Squadrons became TAC-gained. 
Notwithstanding this change in command, 
the ANG interceptors provided during FY80 
60 percent of the dedicated air defense 
forces. for CONUS and continued to provide 
the entire air defense of Hawaii. 

Other Guard units comprised a significant 
share of the Total Force. Thus, ANG Tactical 
Reconnaissance Squauions provided 57 per- 
cent of the total reconnaissance during 
FY80, ANG Tactical Fighter Squadrons ac- 
counted for 59 percent of available close 
support, ANG Air Refueling Squadrons main- 
tained alert crew and aircraft capable of im- 


Bearing on its chin intake the cougar insignia of the 120th TFS/140th TFW, this Corsair II 
is an A-7D-12-CV. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


F-86A-7-NA’s of the 197th Fighter Squadron, AZ ANG, in tight formation during a 


summer encampment. Maj. Gen. Wayne C. Gatlin 


mediate response to short-term enemy 
attack warnings, and ANG Tactical Airlift 
Squadrons augmented MAC in the United 
States and overseas. Moreover, quantity was 
not the only contribution of the Air Guard as 
the 194th FIS/144th FIW, CA ANG, won over- 


all honors in the 1980 William Tell competi- 
tion, the 120th TFS/140th TFW, CO ANG, 
won the 1981 Gunsmoke competition, the 
124th TFS/132nd TFW, IA ANG, was cited in 
1980 as having the best-maintained aircraft 
in the Twelfth Air Force, and the two AR&RS 
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were credited with saving 53 lives during 
FY80. During that year, 56 tactical fighter 
and reconnaissance aircraft were deployed 
by eight ANG squadrons to Hawaii, Guam, 
Japan, Germany, Norway, the United King- 
dom and Turkey, while 113 ANG aircraft took 
part in Red Flag and Maple Flag exercises. 
Overall, the ANG flying units closed FY80 
with an unprecedented 98 percent combat 
ready status. Indeed, the Air Guard can 
justly boast to be ready... and to be darned 
good at it! 

To support these activities the Air 
National Guard, in addition to receiving 
substantial contributions from each of the 
fifty states, the District of Columbia, the 
Virgin Islands and Puerto Rico, relied during 
FY80* on four major federal sources as ap- 
propriated by the United States Congress. 
The largest of these, the Operation and 
Maintenance appropriation, is used to 
finance the recurring operation and main- 
tenance of ANG organizations and facilities. 
The Military Personnel appropriation covers 
- training, pay and allowances for an average 
— monthly strength of 90,949 Air Guardsmen, 

while the Military Construction appropriation 
pays for major construction and facilities up- 


U.S.AIR-FORCE 
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Four Guard fighters of the late sixties and early seventies. The F-102A saw service with the ANG from j i i 
1960 to 1976, the F-101B from 1969 until the present, the F-100 from 1958 to 1979, and the F-84F BSS pojecia, Fina Iy -other procaremen! 
from 1954 to 1972. noe unds are used for miscellaneous items of 


u s r equipment. Total federal appropriations 
amounted to over $1.6 billion for FY80 and 
were as follows: 


Operation & Maintenance. .$1,282,622,000 


Military Personnel........... 299,860,000 
Military Construction : . 50,118,702 
Other Procurement............. 1,326,806 


$1,633,927,508 


Inflation, as well as the expanding role 
assigned to the ANG as part of the Total 
Force, have resulted over the past ten years 
in a 244 percent increase in these appropri- 
ations, with increases of 272, 171 and 162 
percent, respectively, in O&M, Personnel and 
Construction items. 

Freedom has its price but, for the U.S. 
taxpayer, the Air National Guard is, without 
a doubt, one of the most cost-effective in- 
surance policies to preserve what was 


A Lockheed T-33A-1-LO of the National Guard Bureau photographed on the apron at Andrews AFB. achieved back on 19 April 1775 by the Mas- 
Jim Sullivan via Cloud 9 Photography sachusetts Volunteer Militia. 


Finally retired in 1972, this Douglas VB-26B , 44-34 160, of the National Guard Bureau, was the last Invader in US military service. via cloud 9 Photography 
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Two Convair F-102A-95-CO's of the 157th FIS. This South Carolina unit became the 157th TFS on 1 April 1975 after completing its 
conversion to LTV A-7D’s. sc ane 


TABLE 11 
AIR NATIONAL GUARD 
WING/GROUP/SQUADRON ALIGNMENT 
AS OF 30 SEPTEMBER 1981 
(with conversions, planned or underway, 
noted as appropriate) 


TAC Fighter Interceptor Units 
102nd FIW, MA ANG, Otis AFB 
101st FIS, MA ANG, Otis AFB (F-106A/B) 
119th FIS/177th FIG, NJ ANG, NAFEC Atlantic City (F-106A/B) 
159th FIS/125th FIG, FL ANG, Jacksonville IAP (F-106A/B) 
111th FIS/147th FIG, TX ANG, Ellington AFB (F-101B/F, 
converting to F-4C) 
136th FIS/107th FIG, NY ANG, Niagara Falls IAP, (F-101B/F, 
converting to F-4C in FY82) 
144th FIW, CA ANG, Fresno MAP 
194th FIS, CA ANG, Fresno MAP (F-106A/B) 
186th FIS/120th FIG, MT ANG, Great Falls IAP (F-106A/B) 
171st FIS/191st FIG, MI ANG, Selfridge ANGB (F-4C) 
123rd FIS/142nd FIF, OR ANG, Portland IAP (F-101B/F, con- 
verting to F-4C in FY82 
No wing assignment 
178th FIS/119th FIG, SD ANG, Hector Field (F-4D) 


TAC Defense System Evaluation Unit 
No wing assignment 
134th DSES/158th DSEG, VT ANG, Burlington MAP (EB-57B/C, 
converting to F-4D as 134th TFS/158th TFG during FY82) 


TAC Tactical Fighter Units 
108th TFW, NJ ANG, Mcguire AFB 
141st TFS, NJ ANG, Mcguire AFB (F-4D) 
149th TFS/192nd TFG, VA ANG, Byrd Field (F-105D, converting 
to A-7D in FY82) 
113th TFW, DC ANG, Andrews AFB 
121st TFS, DC ANG, Andrews AFB (F-4C) 
104th TFS/175th TFG, MD ANG, Glenn L. Martin AP (A-10A) 
116th TFW, GA ANG, Dobbins AFB 
128th TFS, GA ANG, Dobbins AFB (F-105G, converting to F-4D 
in FY83) 
122nd TFS/159th TFG, LA ANG, NAS New Orleans (F-4C) 
182nd TFS/149th TFG, TX ANG, Kelly AFB (F-4C) 
121st TFW, OH ANG, Rickenbacker AFB 
166th TFS, OH ANG, Rickenbacker AFB (A-7D) 
162nd TFS/178th TFG, OH ANG, Springfield MAP (A-7D) 
112th TFS/180th TFG, OH ANG, Toledo Express AP (A-7D) 


122nd TFW, IN ANG, Baer Field 

163rd TFS, IN ANG, Baer Field (F-4C) 

113th TFS/181st TFG, IN ANG, Hulman Field (F-4C) 
127th TFW, MI ANG, Selfridge ANGB 

107th TFS, MI ANG, Selfridge ANGB (A-7D) 

146th TFS/112th TFG, PA ANG, Greater Pittsburgh AP (A-7D) 

157th TFS/169th TFG, SC ANG, McEntire ANGB (A-7D, con- 

verting to F-16A in FY83) 

131st TFW, MO ANG, St. Louis-Lambert IAP 

110th TFS, MO ANG, St. Louis-Lambert IAP (F-4C) 

170th TFS/183rd TFG, IL ANG, Capital AP (F-4C) 

184th TFS/188th TFG, AR ANG, Fort Smith MAP (F-4C) 
132nd TFW, IA ANG, Des Moines AP 

124th TFS, IA ANG, Des Moines AP (A-7D) 

175th TFS/114th TFG, SD ANG, Sioux Falls MAP (A-7D) 

174th TFS/185th TFG, IA ANG, Souix City ANGB (A-7D) 
140th TFW, CO ANG, Buckley ANGB 

120th TFS, CO ANG, Buckley ANGB (A-7B) 

188th TFS/150th TFG, NM ANG, Kirtland AFB (A-7D) 

125th TFS/138th TFG, OK ANG, Tulsa MAP (A-7D) 
174th TFW, NY ANG, Hancock Field 

138th TFS, NY ANG, Hancock Field (A-10A) 

118th TFS/103rd TFG, CT ANG, Bradley IAP (A-10A) 

131st TFS/104th TFG, MA ANG, Barnes MAP (A-10A) 
No wing assignment 

127th TFS/184th TFG, KS ANG, McConnell AFB (F-4D) 

152nd TFS/162nd TFG, AZ ANG, Tucson IAP (A-7D/K) 

198th TFS/156th TFG, PR ANG, San Juan IAP (A-7D) 


TAC Reconnaissance Units 

117th TRW, AL ANG, Birmingham MAP 
106th TRS, AL ANG, Birmingham MAP (RF-4C) 
160th TRS/187th TRG, AL ANG, Dannelly ANGB (RF-4C, con- 

verting to F-4D in FY83) 

179th TRS/148th TRG, MN ANG, Duluth IAP (RF-4C) 
153rd TRS/186th TRG, MS ANG, Key Field (RF-4C) 

123rd TRW, KY ANG, Standiford Field 
165th TRS, KY ANG, Standiford Field (RF-4C) 
192nd TRS/152nd TRG, NV ANG, Reno MAP (RF-4C) 
190th TRS/124th TRG, ID ANG, Boise MAP (RF-4C) 
173rd TRS/ 155th TRG, NB ANG, Lincoln AFB (RF-4C) 


TAC Air Support Units 
128th TASW, WI ANG, Truax Field 

176th TASS, WI NG, Truax Field (OA-37B, converting to A-10A 
in FY82) 

137th TASS/105th TASG, NY ANG, Westchester County 

AP(O-2A) 

172nd TASS/110th TASG, MI ANG, Battle Creek MAP (OA-37B) 

103rd TASS/111th TASG, PA ANG, Nas Willow Grove (O-2A), 
converting to (OA-37B) 

196th TASS/163rd TASG, CA ANG, Ontario IAP (O-2A, con- 
verting to F-4C in FY83) 

169th TASS/182nd TASG, IL ANG, Peoria MAP (OA-37B) 


TAC Electronic Warfare Unit 
No wing assignment 
193rd ECS/193rd ECG, PA ANG, Harrisburg IAP (EC-130E) 


PACAF Fighter Unit 
No wing asssignment 
199th TFS/154th TFG, HA ANG, Hickham AFB (F-4C) 


MAC Airlift Units 
118th TAW, TN ANG, Nashville Metropolitan AP 
105th TAS, TN ANG, Nashville Metropolitan AP (C-130A) 
142nd TAS/166th TAG, DE ANG, Greater Wilmington AP(C-130A) 
143rd TAS/143rd TAG, RI ANG, Quonset State AP (C-130A) 
155th TAS/164th TAG, TN ANG, Memphis IAP (C-130A) 
180th TAS/139th TAG, MO ANG, Rosecrans Memorial AP 
(C-130A) 
133rd TAW, MN ANG, Minneapolis-St. Paul IAP 
109th TAS, MN ANG, Minneapolis-St. Paul IAP (C-130E) 
130th TAS/130th TAG, WV ANG, Kanawha AP (C-130E) 
139th TAS/109th TAG, NY ANG, Schenectady County AP 
(C-130D) 
167th TAS/167th TAG, WV ANG, Eastern WVa Regional AP 
(C-130B) 
136th TAW, TX ANG, NAS Dallas 
181st TAS, TX ANG, NAS Dallas (C-130B) 


135th TAS/135th TAG, MD ANG, Glenn L. Martin AP (C-130B) 
156th TAS/145th TAG, NC ANG, Douglas MAP (C-130B) 
164th TAS/ 179th TAG, OH ANG, Mansfield Lahm AP (C-130B) 
137th TAW, OK ANG, Will Rogers World AP 
185th TAS, OK ANG, Will Rogers World AP (C-130H) 
158th TAS/165th TAG, GA ANG, Savannah MAP (C-130H) 
183rd TAS/172nd TAG, MS ANG, Allen C. Thompson Field 
(C-130H) 
146th TAW, CA ANG, Van Nuys AP 
115th TAS, CA ANG, Van Nuys AP (C-130E) 
144th TAS/176th TAG, AK ANG, Kulis ANGB (C-130E, 
converting to C-130H in FY84) 
187th TAS/153rd TAG, WY ANG, Cheyenne MAP (C-130B) 


MAC Rescue and Recovery Units 
No wing assignment 
102nd AR&RS/106th AR&RG, NY ANG, Suffolk County AP 
(HC-130/HH-3) 
129th AR&RS/129th AR&RG, CA ANG, NAS Moffett Field 
(HC-130/HH-3) 


SAC Air Refueling Units 
101st ARW, ME ANG, Bangor IAP 
132nd AS, ME ANG, Bangor IAP (KC-135A) 
133rd ARS/157th ARG, NH ANG, Pease AFB (KC-135A) 
151st ARS/134th ARG, TN ANG, McGhee Tyson AP (KC-135A) 
126th ARW, IL ANG, O'Hare IAP 
108th ARS, IL ANG, O’Hare IAP (KC-135A) 
126th ARS/128th ARG, WI ANG, Mitchell ANGB (KC-135A) 
154th ARS/189th ARG, AR ANG, Little Rock AFB (KC-135A) 
117th ARS/190th ARG, KS ANG, Forbes ANGB (KC-135A) 
141st ARW, WA ANG, Fairchild AFB 
116th ARS, WA ANG, Fairchild AFB (KC-135A) 
197th ARS/161st ARG, AZ ANG, Phoenix IAP (KC-135A) 
191st ARS/151st ARG, UT ANG, Salt Lake City AP (KC-135A) 
171st ARW, PA ANG, Greater Pittsburgh AP 
147th ARS, PA ANG, Greater Pittsburgh AP (KC-135A) 
145th ARS/160th ARG, OH ANG, Rickenbacker AFB (KC-135A) 
150th ARS/170th ARG, NJ ANG, McGuire AFB (KC-135A) 


Cessna O-2A-CE (68-11003) of the 137th Tactical Air Support Squadron, New York ANG, based at the Westchester County Airport. ny ane 
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. Miscellaneous ANG Aircraft Color 
Schemes (drawings not to scale) 


A 


North American F-51H-5-NA, 44-64383, of the 139th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, New York ANG, Schenectady County Airport, Schenectady, 
New York, in June of 1954. This aircraft had a natural metal finish with black or navy blue nose and vertical fin trim, black serial numbers, and 
a black anti-glare panel. NY ANG was also in black. 


Republic F-47D-28-RA, 42-28738, of the 105th Fighter Squadron (SE), Tennessee ANG, Berry Field, Nashville, Tennessee, in October of 1948. 
This aircraft had a natural metal finish with red trim and fuselage stripes. The wingtip was also painted red, and the anti-glare panel was black. 
NG and serial number on vertical fin, as well as TEN NG on fuselage side were also black. 
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A 
Douglas B-26B-45-DL, 44-34108, of the 149th Bombardment Squadron (Light), Virginia ANG, Byrd Field, Sandston, Virginia, in February of 1955. 
This aircraft had a natural metal finish with a yellow rudder and yellow engine cowls. NG and VA NG were black, as was the serial number and 
engine nacelles. 


A 


Lockheed RF-80C, 45-85160, of the 160th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, Alabama ANG, Birmingham MAP, Alabama, in March of 1956. 
This aircraft had a natural metal finish with a vertical fin tip, nose, and tip tank color of either red or blue. All lettering was in black, as was the 
serial number on the vertical fin. 


Republic F-84B-3-RE, 45-59504, of the’ 116th Fighter Squadron (Jet), Washington ANG, Geiger Field, Spokane, Washington, in May of 1950. 
This aircraft had a natural metal finish with nose, fuselage, underwing, wingtip, and vertical fin tip markings in red. The anti-glare panel was 
black, both in front and to the rear (on fuselage spine) of the cockpit. All lettering was black, as was the serial number on the vertical fin. 


Boeing KC-97L, 52-905, of the 126th Air Refueling Squadron, 128th Air Refueling Group, Wisconsin ANG, General Mitchell Field, Milwaukee, 
Wisconsin, in September of 1976. This aircraft had a natural metal finish with a black radome, a black fuselage spear, black dorsal radome tip, 
and black lettering. The serial number was also black, as was the forward fuselage underbelly. The aft fuselage underbelly was light gray. 
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107th TFS Michigan 109th TAS Minnesota 


112th TFS Ohio 118th TFS Connecticut 


144th TAS Alaska 


158th MAS Georgia 167th TAS West Virginia 170th TFS Illinois 
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155th TRG Nebraska 177th FIG New Jersey 


184th TFTrG Kansas 


189th ARG Arizona 


108th TFW New Jersey 117th TRW Alabama 121st TFW Ohio 


Miscellaneous ANG Aircraft Color 
Schemes (drawings not to scale) 


Republic F-84F-35-GK, 51-9474, of the 110th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Missouri ANG, Lambert Field, Missouri, in July of 1960. This aircraft had 
a natural metal finish with red markings outlined by white cheat lines. All lettering was black and the unit patch was painted above the ANG 
lettering on the vertical fin. The stars painted on the red vertical fin markings were white. The anti-glare panel was black. 


A 


Northrop F-89J-71-NO, 53-2664, of the 178th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, 119th Fighter Interceptor Group, North Dakota ANG, Hector Field, 
Fargo, North Dakota, in November of 1965. This aircraft was painted light gray over-all and had a black radome, red tip tanks, and a black anti- 
glare panel and vertical fin tip. All lettering was black, as was the “no step” panel underneath the canopy ahead of the wing. The special ATR-2A 

Genie missile pylon was also painted black. 
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Martin RB-57B-MA, 52-1551, of the 165th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, 123rd Tactical Reconnaissance Group, Kentucky ANG, Standiford 

Field, Louisville, Kentucky, in April of 1964. This aircraft had a natural metal finish with a red vertical fin tip, red outline around the black KY Air 

Guard markings on the tip tanks, and black anti-glare panels on the nose and on the upper inside quadrant of each engine forward nacelle. The 
inside of the airbrake panel was painted chrome yellow, and all lettering was in black. 


Lockheed F-94A-5-LO, 49-2540, of the 101st Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Massachusetts ANG, Logan Airport, Boston, Massachusetts, in December 
of 1957. This aircraft had a natural metal finish with red lightning bolt markings outlined by white cheat lines. All lettering was black and the 
nose radome was red to conform to the lightning bolts on the fuselage sides. 


A 


North American F-86L-56-NA, 53-775, of the 159th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, 125th Fighter Interceptor Group, Florida ANG, Jacksonville IAP, 
Florida, in Sept. 1959. This aircraft had a natural metal finish with a black radome, a wide black stripe with white lightning flash and cheat lines 
running horizontally across the vertical fin and rudder, dayglo orange panels on the nose and empennage sections of the fuselage, and black 
lettering and black serial numbers. The anti-glare panel was green. 


A 


North American F-100C-26-NA, 54-066, of the 120th Tactical Fighter Squadron, Colorado ANG, on active duty at Phan Rang AB, Vietnam, as 
part of the 35th Tactical Fighter Wing, USAF, in the summer of 1968. This aircraft was painted in standard period camouflage markings with a 
white VS code and white 066 on the vertical fin. Prefacing serial numbers (54) were in black, as was the lettering (AF) above it. The drop tanks 
were camouflaged, and a small tiger's head appeared on the nose gear forward door. 
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Part II: Unit Histories 


Whereas the first part of this history of the 
Air National Guard was told from the broader, 
national point of view, Part Il is devoted to the 
history of individual flying units. It is com- 
prised of a series of brief historical synopses 
covering each of the squadrons which are 
serving, or have served, in the Guard. 

These histories are arranged in numerical 


sequence of squadron designation, starting 
with the 101st Fighter Squadron of the 
Massachusetts ANG and ending with the 
199th Tactical Fighter Squadron of the 
Hawaii ANG. Each unit history is listed under 
the present squadron title, and the number of 
its parent group or wing and the name of its 
state are given. 


For ease of reference, Table 12 cross- 
indexes the name of the states with the 


corresponding wings, groups and squadrons 
(including those which have been inacti- 


vated). Table 13 lists the wings and groups 
with their corresponding squadrons and 
states. 


a aama a amaaa O” 


TABLE 12 
CROSS REFERENCE 


States Groups/Wings Squadrons Remarks States 
Alabama 117th TRW 106th TRS Louisiana 
AL ANG 187th TRG 160th TRS LA ANG 
Alaska 176th TAG 144th TAS Maine 
AK ANG ME ANG 
Arizona 161st ARG 197th ARS Maryland 
AZ ANG 162nd TFG 152nd TFS MD ANG 
Arkansas 188th TFG 184th TFS Massachusetts 
AR ANG 189th ARG 154th ARS MA ANG 
California 129th AR&RG 129th AR&RS Michigan 
CA ANG 144th FIW 194th FIS MI ANG 
146th TAW 115th TAS 
163rd TASG 196th TASS . Minnesota 
195th TAG 195th TAS (Inactivated in MN ANG 
Sept. 1974) Mississippi 
Colorado 140th TFW 120th TFS MS ANG 
COANG Missouri 
Connecticut 103rd TFG 118th TFS MO ANG 
CT ANG Montana 
Delaware 166th TAG 142nd TAS MT ANG 
DE ANG Nebraska 
District of Columbia 113th TFW 121st TFS NB ANG 
DC ANG 
X Nevada 
Florida 125th FIG 159th FIS 
FL ANG NVANG 
Georgia 116th TFW 128th TFS ae 
GA ANG 165th TAG 158th TAS 
deol 154th CG 199th TFS New Jersey 
NJ ANG 
Idaho 124th TRG 190th TRS 
IDIANG New Mexico 
Illinois 126th ARW 108th ARS NM ANG 
IL ANG 182nd TASG = 169th TASS 
183rd TFG 170th TFS New York 
168th TFS (Inactivated in NY ANG 
May 1958) 
Indiana 122nd TFW 163rd TFS 
IN ANG 181st TFG 113th TFS 
lowa 132nd TFW 124th TFS 
IA ANG 185th TFG 174th TFS 
Kansas 184th TFG 127th TFS North Carolina 
KS ANG 190th ARG 117th ARS NC ANG 
Kentucky 123rd TRW 165th TRS North Dakota 
KY ANG ND ANG 


STATES TO GROUPS/WINGS AND SQUADRONS 


Groups/Wings Squadrons Remarks 
159th TFG 122nd TFS 
101st ARW 132nd ARS 
135th TAG 135th TAS 
175th TFG 104th TFS 
102nd FIW 101st FIS 
104th TFG 131st TFS 
110th TASG 172nd TASS 
127th TFW 107th TFS 
191st FIG 171st FIS 
133rd TAW 109th TAS 
148th TRG 179th TRS 
172nd TAG 183rd TAS 
186th TRG 153rd TRS 
131st TFW 110th TFS 
139th TAG 180th TAS 
120th FIG 186th FIS 
155th TRG 173rd TRS 
152nd TRG 192nd TRS 
157th ARG 133rd ARS 
108th TFW 141st TFS 
170th ARG 150th ARS 
177th FIG 119th FIS 
150th TFG 188th TFS 
105th TASG 137th TASS 
106th AR&RG 102nd AR&RS 
107th FIG 136th FIS 
109th TAG 139th TAS 
174th TFW 138th TFS 
114th FIS (Inactivated in 
Sept. 1958) 
145th TAG 156th TAS 
119th FIG 178th FIS 


States Groups/Wings Squadrons Remarks States Groups/Wings Squadrons Remarks 


Ohio 121st TFW 166th TFS South Carolina 169th TFG 157th TFS 
OH ANG 160th ARG 145th ARS SC ANG 
178th TFG 162nd TFS 
479th TAG 464th TAS South Dakota 114th TFG 175th TFS 
180th TFG 112th TFS SDANG 
Oklahoma 137th TAW 185th TAS Tennessee 118th TAW 105th TAS 
OK ANG 138th TFG 125th TFS TANG ISARARG: | “ISISLARS 
164th TAG 155th TAS 
Oregon 142nd FIG 123rd FIS 
Texas 136th TAW. 181st TAS 
OR ANG 
TX ANG 147th FIG 111th FIS 
Pennsylvania 111th TASG 103rd TASS 149th TFG 182nd TFS 
PA ANG 168th MAG 140th MAS (Reorganized 
IN Soph II Utah 151st ARG  191st ARS 
as 193rd UT ANG 
TEWG/193rd 
TEWS) Vermont 158th TFG 134th TFS 
112th TFG 146th TFS VT ANG 
171st ARW 147th ARS ines 
148th F-BS (Reorganized AANG 192nd TFG 149R TRS 
in May 1956 as 
140th ATS) 
193rd ECG 193rd ECS Washington 141st ARW 116th ARS 
117th FIS (Inactivated in WA ANG 
Jan. 1957) West Virginia 130th TAG 130th TAS 
Puerto Rico 156th TFG 198th TFS WV ANG 167th TAG 167th TAS 
PR ANG Wisconsin 128th TASW 176th TASS 
Rhode Island 143rd TAG 143rd TAS WI ANG 128th ARG 126th ARS 
RI ANG 152nd FIS (Inactivated in Wyoming 153rd TAG 187th TAS 
Nov. 1955) WY ANG 


McDonnell’s ubiquitous F-4 Phantom Il, represented by this 108th TFW, NJ ANG F-4D at McGuire AFB, is perhaps the most important fighter 
in the ANG inventory. Don Spering 
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Groups/Wings Squadrons 


101st ARW 
102nd FIW 
103rd TFG 
104th TFG 
105th TASG 


106th AR&RG 
107th FIG 
108th TFW 
109th TAG 
110th TASG 


111th TASG 
112th TFG 
113th TFW 
114th TFG 
116th TFW 


117th TRW 
118th TAW 
119th FIG 
120th FIG 
121st TFW 


122nd TFW 
123rd TRW 
124th TRG 
125th FIG 

126th ARW 


127th TFW 
128th TASW 
128th ARG 
129th AR&RG 
130th TAG 


131st TFW 
132nd TFW 
133rd TAW 
134th ARG 
135th TAG 


136th TAW 
137th TAW 
138th TFG 
139th TAG 
140th TFW 


141st ARW 
142nd FIG 
143rd TAG 
144th FIW 
145th TAG 


146th TAW 
147th FIG 

148th TRG 
149th TFG 


132nd ARS 
101st FIS 
118th TFS 
131st TFS 
137th TASS 


102nd AR&RS 
136th FIS 
141st TFS 
139th TAS 
172nd TASS 


103rd TASS 
146th TFS 
121st TFS 
175th TFS 
128th TFS 


106th TRS 
105th TAS 
178th FIS 
186th FIS 
166th TFS 


163rd TFS 
165th TRS 
190th TRS 
159th FIS 
108th ARS 


107th TFS 
176th TASS 
126th ARS 
129th AR&RS 
130th TAS 


110th TFS 
124th TFS 
109th TAS 
151st ARS 
135th TAS 


181st TAS 
185th TAS 
125th TFS 
180th TAS 
120th TFS 


116th ARS 
123rd FIS 
143rd TAS 
194th FIS 
156th TAS 


115th TAS 
111th FIS 
179th TRS 
182nd TFS 


TABLE 13 
CROSS REFERENCE 


GROUPS/WINGS TO SQUADRONS AND STATES 


States 


Maine 
Massachusetts 
Connecticut 
Massachusetts 
New York 


New York 
New York 
New Jersey 
New York 
Michigan 


Pennsylvania 
Pennsylvania 
District of Columbia 
South Dakota 
Georgia 


Alabama 
Tennessee 
North Dakota 
Montana 
Ohio 


Indiana 
Kentucky 
Idaho 
Florida 
Illinois 


Michigan 
Wisconsin 
Wisconsin 
California 
West Virginia 


Missouri 
lowa 
Minnesota 
Tennessee 
Maryland 


Texas 
Oklahoma 
Oklahoma 
Missouri 
Colorado 


Washington 
Oregon 

Rhode Island 
California 
North Carolina 


California 
Texas 
Minnesota 
Texas 


Remarks 


150th TFG 


151st ARG 
152nd TRG 
153rd TAG 
154th CG 

155th TRG 


156th TFG 
157th ARG 
158th TFG 
159th TFG 
160th ARG 


161st ARG 
162nd TFG 
163rd TASG 
164th TAG 
165th TAG 


166th TAG 
167th TAG 
168th MAG 


169th TFG 
170th ARG 


171st ARW 
172nd TAG 
174th TFW 
175th TFG 
176th TAG 


177th FIG 
178th TFG 
179th TAG 
180th TFG 
181st TFG 


182nd TASG 
183rd TFG 
184th TFG 
185th TFG 
186th TRG 


187th TRG 
188th TFG 
189th ARG 
190th ARG 
191st FIG 


192nd TFG 
193rd ECG 
195th TAG 


Groups/Wings Squadrons 


188th TFS 


191st ARS 
192nd TRS 
187th TAS 
199th TFS 
173rd TRS 


198th TFS 
133rd ARS 
134th TFS 
122nd TFS 
145th ARS 


197th ARS 
152nd TFS 
196th TASS 
155th TAS 
158th TAS 


142nd TAS 
167th TAS 
140th MAS 


157th TFS 
150th ARS 


147th ARS 
183rd TAS 
138th TFS 
104th TFS 
144th TAS 


119th FIS 
162nd TFS 
164th TAS 
112th TFS 
113th TFS 


169th TASS 
170th TFS 
127th TFS 
174th TFS 
153rd TRS 


160th TRS 
184th TFS 
154th ARS 
117th ARS 
171st FIS 


149th TFS 
193rd ECS 
195th TAS 


States Remarks 


New Mexico 


Utah 
Nevada 
Wyoming 
Hawaii 
Nebraska 


Puerto Rico 
New Hampshire 
Vermont 
Louisiana 

Ohio 


Arizona 
Arizona 
California 
Tennessee 
Georgia 


Delaware 
West Virginia 
Pennsylvania (Reorganized 
in Sept. 1967 
as 193rd 
TEWG/193rd 
TEWS) 
South Carolina 

New Jersey 


Pennsylvania 
Mississippi 
New York 
Maryland 
Alaska 


New Jersey 
Ohio 

Ohio 

Ohio 
Indiana 


Illinois 
Illinois 
Kansas 
lowa 
Mississippi 


Alabama 
Arkansas 
Arkansas 
Kansas 
Michigan 


Virginia 
Pennsylvania 
California (Inactivated in 


Sept. 1974) 


101st Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
102nd Fighter Interceptor Wing 
Massachusetts ANG 


The 101st Squadron was the fifth National 
Guard observation squadron to be organized. 
Activated on 18 November 1921 in the 26th 
Division, Massachusetts NG, it assumed the 
history and tradition of the 101st Aero Squad- 
ron which had served with the AEF in 1918 


The first postwar mission aircraft assigned to the 101st Fighter Squadron 
(SE) were Republic Thunderbolts, including this F-47D-30-RA. via Brian R. Baker 


as a maintenance unit. Redesignated the 
101st Observation Squadron on 25 January 
1923, the unit was initially equipped with Cur- 
tiss Jennies and later, during the twenties 
and thirties, flew a variety of observation (O- 
2, O-11, XO-12, O-17, O-38, O-46 and O-47) 
and training (PT-1 and BT-1) aircraft. 
Mobilized on 25 November 1940, the squad- 
ron flew antisubmarine patrols from De- 
cember 1941 until August 1942. Based in the 
U.S., the unit was successively redesignated 
as the 101st Reconnaissance Squadron 
(from 2 April 1943), the 101st Tactical Recon- 
naissance Squadron (from 11 August 1943), 
the 101st Photographic Mapping Squadron 
(from 9 October 1943) and the 39th Photo- 
graphic Reconnaissance Squadron (from 29 
March 1944). Finally, with the latter designa- 
tion and equipped with Lockheed F-5’s, the 
unit was assigned to the Ninth Air Force with 
which it flew combat operations in the ETO 
from March to May 1945. Returned to the 
United States after VE-Day and redesignated 
the 39th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron, 
the unit flew North American P-51D’s and 
Lockheed P-80A’s until inactivated on 29 July 
1946. 

Within one month of its inactivation, the 
unit was organized at Logan Airport, Boston, 
as the 101st Fighter Squadron (SE). Feder- 
ally recognized on 23 August 1946, the unit 


U.S.AIR FORCE 


was then equipped with Republic P-47D’s. 
Conversion to Republic F-84B’s was under- 


taken in the spring of 1950; however, as the 
unit was not activated during the Korean War, 
it was forced to convert back to piston- 
powered North American F-51H’s_ in 
November 1951. As the 101st FIS, it con- 
verted back to jets in July 1954 when mission 
aircraft became Lockheed F-94A/B’s. The fall 


of 1958 brought a switch from ADC-gained to 
TAC-gained status as North American 
F-86H’s were assigned to the now 101st TFS. 
The Berlin Crisis saw the 101st TFS serving 
on active duty (1 October 1961 to 20 August 
1962) with its F-86Hs being based at 
Phalsbourg AB, France. Group status was 
achieved on 15 October 1962 with the organ- 
ization of the 102nd TFG. Still TAC-gained, 
the unit converted to Republic F-84F’s in 
March 1964 and to North American F-100D’s 
in June 1971. Equipped with Thunderstreaks, 
in August 1968 the 101st TFS/102nd TFG 
moved from Logan Airport to Otis AFB. 


There, on 10 June 1972, the unit again 
became ADC-gained as the 101st FIS/102nd 
FIG, following conversion to the present mis- 
sion aircraft, Convair F-106A’s. When the 
102nd FIG was inactivated on 9 July 1976, 
the 101st FIS became directly assigned to 
the 102nd FIW. 


Since the summer of 1972 the 101st FIS at Otis AFB, MA, has been 
equipped with Convair F-106A/B’S. via cloud 9 Photography 


102nd Aerospace 

Rescue & Recovery Squadron 
106th Aerospace 

Rescue & Recovery Group 
New York ANG 


84 


Heir to both the prewar 1st Company of the 
New York National Guard and to the 102nd 
Aero Squadron, which served with the AEF 
as a repair and maintenance unit, the 102nd 
Squadron was activated in the 27th Division 
on 17 November 1921. Redesignated the 
102nd Observation Squadron on 25 January 
1923, the squadron was initially equipped 
with Curtiss JN-4H’s but later flew such 
diverse types as the Detroit TW-3, Consol- 
idated PT-1 and O-17, Curtiss O-11, Douglas 
BT-1, O-38 and O-46, and North American 
0-47. Called to active duty on 15 October 
1940, the 102nd Observation Squadron was 
assigned antisubmarine patrol duty in Cali- 
fornia from December 1941 until October 
1942, and then provided air support for 
ground forces training in the southeastern 
United States. During this period it was 
equipped with a variety of aircraft including 
A-20's, A-24's, B-25’s, L-5’s, O-46's, O-47’s, 
O-49’s, P-39's and P-40’s and was succes- 
sively redesignated the 102nd Reconnais- 
sance Squadron on 2 April 1943 and the 
102nd Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron on 
11 August 1943. The unit was finally dis- 


banded at Thermal AAFid, CA, on 15 April 
1944. 

Equipped with Douglas B-26’s and now 
designated the 102nd Bombardment Squad- 
ron (Light), the NY Guard unit was again 
granted federal recognition on 30 November 
1947. Based at Miller Field before the war, 
the 102nd was reorganized at Mitchel Field 
from where it soon moved to White Plains, 
prior to setting up base at NAS Floyd Bennett 
in 1948. On active duty from 1 March 1951 
until 30 November 1952, the 102nd was 
transferred to March AFB, CA, soon after 
being called up and was equipped with 
Boeing B-29A's. Its. return to state control 
saw it once again assigned /nvaders for four 
years. Conversion to jets began in February 
1957 and, equipped with Lockheed F-94B's, it 
became the 102nd FIS on 15 June 1957. The 
fighter mission was only retained briefly, how- 
ever, as in September 1958 the unit received 
Fairchild MC-119J’s and was renamed the 
102nd Aeromedical Transport Squadron. Still 
a transport unit, but with a less specialized 
duty, on 1 January 1963, the 102nd became 
an Air Transport Squadron (Heavy)—later 


Military Airlift Squadron—when it was re- 
equipped with Boeing Stratofreighters. Con- 
verting to jet-augmented KC-97L's during the 
summer of 1969, the unit and its parent group 
became the 102nd ARS/106th ARG. With 
these designations and mission aircraft they 
moved to their present base, the Suffolk 
County Airport, in June 1970. Two and one- 


Among the aircraft equipping the 102nd Observation Squadron when it was 


half years later, on 2 December 1972, 
another mission change took place with Con- 
vair F-102A’s replacing KC-97L’s and with 
the designations being changed to 102nd 
FIS/106th FIG. 


Having served as an observation, tactical 
reconnaissance, 


bombardment, interceptor, 
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called to Active Duty on 15 October 1940 was this Douglas O-46A. Peter westburg 


aeromedical transport, airlift and air refueling 
squadron, the 102nd was assigned yet 


another role when, in 1975, it was re- 
equipped with Lockheed HC-130P’s and 
Sikorsky HH-3E’s. Becoming MAC-gained 


units on 14 June 1975, the squadron and 
group took their present designations. 


Fairchild MC-119J of the 102nd Aeromedical Squadron in the late fifties. 


Brian R. Baker 


103rd Tactical Air Support Squadron 
111th Tactical Air Support Group 
Pennsylvania ANG 


Activated on 17 June 1924 as divisional 
aviation, 28th Division, Pennsylvania NG, the 
103rd Observation Squadron was initially 
equipped with the ubiquitous Curtiss Jenny. 
Subsequently, like other Guard squadrons of 
the time, the Philadelphia-based 103rd flew 
many types of training (PT-1 and BT-1) and 
observation (O-1, O-2, O-11, 0-17, O-38, 
0-46 and O-47) aircraft. When ordered to 
active service on 17 February 1941, the unit 
was still flying an assortment of observation 
aircraft among which the North American 
0-47 was the most modern type. Between 
December 1941 and August 1942, the 103rd 
Observation Squadron provided antisub- 
marine patrols from Hillsgrove, Rl, and Hyan- 
nis, MA. Remaining in the United States until 
the summer of 1944, the unit was redesig- 
nated as the 103rd Reconnaissance Squad- 
ron on 2 April 1943, the 103rd Tactical 
Reconnaissance Squadron on 11 August 
1943, and the 40th Photographic Reconnais- 
sance Squadron on 21 October 1943. Under 
the latter designation and equipped with 
Lockheed F-5's, it was assigned to the 8th 
Photographic Reconnaissance Group, Tenth 
Air Force, with which it flew combat opera- 
tions in India and Burma between September 
1944 and May 1945. After the end of the war, 
the unit was again alloted to the Pennsyl- 
vania Guard. 

As the 103rd Bombardment Squadron 
(Light) and equipped with Douglas B-26’s, the 
unit was extended federal recognition on 20 
December 1948. It continued to fly Invaders 
from the Southwest Philadelphia Airport until 
called to active duty during the Korean War. 
Activated on 1 April 1951, the unit moved to 
Fairchild AFB, WA, where as the 103rd Stra- 
tegic Reconnaissance Squadron it operated 
Boeing RB-29's until released from active 
duty on 31 December 1952. Reorganized in 
the Pennsylvania ANG as the 103rd Fighter- 
Bomber Squadron, it flew North American 
F-51D's until converting to Republic F-84F's 


in October 1954. Nine months later, it was 
redesignated the 103rd FIS and for its new 
role was equipped with Lockheed F-94A/B's. 
Then, in May 1959, the 103rd FIS converted 
to Northrop Scorpions. Its original F-89H’'s 
were supplanted by F-89J's during 1961. 


Having converted to Boeing Strato- 
freighters and reaching group status on 
1 April 1962, the 103rd Air Transport Squad- 
ron (Heavy) moved to NAS Willow Grove in 
the spring of 1963. Six years later, on 27 May 
1969, the unit's mission was changed to tacti- 
cal air support. For this new role, the TAC- 
gained 103rd TASS/111th TASG initially flew 
Cessna U-3A/B's; however, in 1970, the 
Cessna O-2A became the unit's mission air- 
craft. Finally, jets were returned to the unit 
with its conversion to Cessna OA-37B's being 
completed during FY82. 
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When in May 1969 the 103rd ATS was re-organized as the 103rd TASS it converted from Boeing 
Stratofreighters to Cessna U-3A’'s and U-3B'S. via Cloud 9 Photography 


Replacing the U-3 “Blue Canoe” in 1970, Cessna O-2A’s were still the mission aircraft of the 103rd TASS during FY79. Pa anc 


104th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
175th Tactical Fighter Group 
Maryland ANG 


Activated on 29 June 1921 as divisional 
aviation in the 29th Division, the 104th 
Squadron was the first National Guard flying 
unit to be equipped with its own aircraft (Cur- 
tiss Jennies) and the first to attend a summer 
encampment (in July 1922 at Langley Field, 
VA). It was redesignated the 104th Observa- 
tion Squadron on 25 January 1923 and re- 
tained this designation until after the start of 
World War Two. Aircraft assigned to the 
104th during its first twenty years included 
Consolidated PT-1’s and O-17's, Curtiss 


O-11's, Douglas O-2’s, O-38's, O-46’s and 
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North American F-51H-10-NA. This version of the Mustang served with the 
104th from June 1951 until December 1954. Brian R. Baker 


BT-1's, and North American O-47’s. Ordered 
to active duty on 3 February 1941, the unit re- 
mained initially at its home base at Logan 
Field in Baltimore and then moved to Detrick 
Field, MD, in September 1941, and to the 
Atlantic City Municipal Airport, NJ, in January 
1942. Assigned to the 59th Observation 
Group and equipped mainly with O-47's, as 
well as with some O-46’s and O-49’s, the 
104th flew antisubmarine patrols from Atlantic 
City until the summer of 1942. Remaining at 
Atlantic City, the unit was then briefly desig- 
nated the 517th Bombardment Squadron, but 
on 18 October 1942, it became the 12th Anti- 
submarine Squadron. Flying Douglas B-18B’s 
and then early model North American B-25’s, 
the squadron was part of the 15th Anti- 
submarine Wing, AAF Antisubmarine Com- 
mand. On 24 September 1943, it was 
disbanded and its personnel transferred to 
other units as replacement crews. 

After World War Two the unit was reor- 
ganized at Harbor Field and, designated the 
104th Fighter Squadron (SE), was extended 
federal recognition on 17 August 1946. The 
unit's first postwar mission aircraft were Re- 
public P-47D’s which five years later were 
replaced by North American Mustangs, with 
F-51H’s being operated from June 1951 until 
December 1954, and F-51D’s from October 
1954 until December 1955. During the Ko- 
rean War, the 104th was not called to active 
duty as a unit but several of its members flew 
combat operations in Korea after volunteering 
for active service. 

The conversion to jets, which began in July 
1954 when the unit received its first Lock- 


heed T-33A trainers, was a long affair as Har- 
bor Field could not accommodate jets. The T- 
33A’s were initially based at Andrews AFB 
and then were moved to Baltimore's 
Friendship Airport. When in June 1955, the 
104th received its first Canadian-built North 
American F-86E’s, it was forced to split its air 
operations between Harbor Field (F-51D’s), 
Friendship Airport (T-33A’s) and Andrews 
AFB (F-86E’s). In July 1955, all jet operations 
were consolidated at Friendship Airport but 
the problem was not resolved fully until two 
years later. At that time, after converting to 
North American F-86H's during a two-week 
encampment at Travis AFB, CA, the 104th 
FIS moved to new permanent quarters at the 
Glenn L. Martin Airport outside Baltimore. 
There the unit was redesignated the 104th 
TFS in November 1958. It reached group 
status on 1 October 1962 when the 175th 
TFG was federally recognized. During the 
Pueblo Crisis the 104th TFS/175th TFG was 
called to active duty (13 May 1968-20 De- 
cember 1968) and with its F-86H's operated a 
combat crew training school at Cannon AFB, 
NM. After returning to state control, the Balti- 
more unit continued to fly F-86H’s until the 
spring of 1970. 


The 104th TFS/175th TFG received the 
first of its factory-fresh Cessna A-37B’s, the 
aircraft it operated during most of the seven- 
ties, on 25 April 1970. During the first quarter 
of.FY80 the unit began its conversion to yet 
another new aircraft: the Fairchild Republic 
A-10A. 


The 104th TFS became in 1970 the last ANG unit to fly North American 
Sabres. This F-86H-5-NA was photographed at Andrews AFB, a few miles 


from its home base at Glenn L. Martin Airport. Frank MacSoriey via Cloud 9 Photography 


105th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
118th Tactical Airlift Wing 
Tennessee ANG 


Currently flying Lockheed Hercules from 
the Metropolitan Airport, the MAC-gained 
Nashville unit traces its origins to both the 
105th Aero Squadron, which had served as 
an AEF supply unit during World War One, 
and the 136th Squadron, which had been ac- 
tivated on 4 December 1921 as a Corps Avia- 
tion unit in the Tennessee National Guard. 
Initially equipped with Curtiss JN-6H’s and 
based at Blackwood Field, Nashville, the 
Guard unit was redesignated the 136th Ob- 
servation Squadron on 25 January 1923 and 
later, upon becoming part of the 30th Division 
on 16 January 1924, the 105th Observation 
Squadron. Its history and tradition were com- 
bined with those of the old 105th Aero 
Squadron in 1936. 


In the late twenties and early thirties, the 
105th Observation Squadron moved three 
times: first to McConnell Field in Nashville, 
then to Memphis, and finally to Sky Harbor 
Airport in Murfreesboro. This last base as- 
signment lasted less than six years, however, 
as in November 1937 the unit moved to its 
last prewar station, the Municipal Airport in 
Nashville. Throughout this period the squad- 
ron’s equipment was upgraded and, after be- 
coming the last unit to fly Jennies, it operated 
the usual mix of TW-3’s, PT-1's, BT-1's, 


North American O-47A of the 105th Observation Squadron at Berry Field, 
Nashville, in 1939. tN ANG 


O-11's, O-17’s and O-38’'s, as well as the 
rarer Douglas O-25’s. 


Called to active duty on 16 September 
1940, the 105th took its O-38’s and O-47's 
one week later to Columbia, SC. Between 
December 1941 and October 1942 it flew 
antisubmarine patrols from Langley Field, VA; 
Cherry Point, NC; Georgetown, SC; and 
Charleston, SC. For the next six months it 
was used to provide aerial support for training 
ground troops. On 2 April 1943, however, it 
was redesignated the 105th Reconnaissance 
Squadron (Bombardment) and was re- 
equipped with North American B-25's. The 
105th was based at Florence AAFld, SC, and 
served as a replacement training unit when 
on 15 August 1943 it was disbanded. 


As part of the post-World War Two reor- 
ganization of aviation units in the Guard, the 
105th received federal recognition on 3 Feb- 
ruary 1947 as a Fighter Squadron (SE) 
equipped with Republic Thunderbolts. Four 
years later, effective on 1 March 1951, the 
squadron was called to active duty and, as- 
signed to Air Defense Command, it remained 
stationed at Berry Field, Nashville. In addition 
to its Thunderbolts, the 105th flew four North 
American F-82F Twin Mustangs for a nine to 
ten-month period during 1951. Upon its return 
to state control on 1 December 1952 the unit 
was re-equipped with North American RF- 
51D’s and was redesignated the 105th TRS. 
It converted to Lockheed RF-80A’s in Sep- 


Boeing C-97G of the 105th Military Airlift Squadron at Wilmington, NC, 


tember 1954. 

Switching to the air transport role, the unit 
was successively redesignated the 105th Air 
Transport Squadron on 1 April 1961, the 
105th Military Airlift Squadron on 1 January 
1966, and the 105th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
on 26 March 1971. During these past eigh- 
teen years the 105th has operated Boeing C- 
97G's (April 1961—March 1967), Douglas C- 
124C’s (April 1967—March 1971), and Lock- 
heed C-130A’s (March 1971 to date). Since 
its parent 118th TAG was inactivated on 9 
February 1975, the 105th TAS has reported 
directly to the 118th TAW. 


in April 1966. Jim Sullivan via Cloud 9 Photography 


106th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
117th Tactical Reconnaissance Wing 
Alabama ANG 


Perpetuating the history and tradition of the 
106th Aero Squadron, a repair and mainte- 
nance unit which had served in France with 
the AEF, the 135th Squadron received fed- 
eral recognition on 21 January 1922 at 
Roberts Field, Birmingham. During the next 
two years the unit was succesively redesig- 
nated the 135th Observation Squadron on 25 
Jaunary 1923, the 114th Observation Squad- 
ron on 1 May 1923 (when it was changed 
from a Corps Aviation unit to a unit of the 
39th Division) and the 106th Observation 
Squadron on 16 January 1924 (when it was 
transferred to the 31st Division). First 
equipped with Jennies, the Squadron also op- 
erated TW-3’s, PT-1's, O-11's, O-17’s and 


O-38's prior to standardizing in the late thir- 
ties on the North American O-47. During 
1937, the 106th Observation Squadron 
moved to new quarters at the Birmingham 
Municipal Airport and it was there that on 25 
November 1940 it was called to active duty. 
Remaining at its Birmingham base until 
December 1941, the squadron undertook in- 
tensive training and participated in Army 
maneuvers. From December 1941 until Oc- 
tober 1942, it flew antisubmarine patrols from 
Miami and Jacksonville, FL; Savannah, GA; 
and Tullahoma, TN. Thereafter it flew a mix 
of liaison, fighter and light bomber types until 
14 April 1943 when it was redesignated the 
106th Reconnaissance Squadron (Bombard- 
ment) and re-equipped with North American 
B-25's in preparation for movement overseas. 

Assigned to the Thirteenth Air Force, the 
106th was shipped to Guadalcanal where it 


began combat operations in November 1943. 
It was redesignated the 100th Bombardment 
Squadron (Medium) on 25 May 1944 but, re- 
maining as a Thirteenth Air Force unit, it con- 
tinued to fly B-25’s in New Guinea and the 
Philippines. Inactivated in December 1945, 
the 100th Bombardment Squadron was re- 
designated the 106th Bombardment Squad- 
ron (Light) and was again allotted to the 
Alabama Guard. 

Equipped with Douglas A-26B/C’s, the 
106th was federally recognized on 26 
November 1946 at the Birmingham Municipal 


En route to Europe during the Berlin Crisis, this RF-84F of the 106th TRS is 
seen here at Lajes Field in the Azores in November 1961. usar 


107th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
127th Tactical Fighter Wing 
Michigan ANG 


Tracing its heritage to the 107th (later re- 
numbered 801st) Aero Squadron which in 
1918 had maintained AEF aircraft in France, 
the 107th Observation Squadron was acti- 
vated on 7 May 1926 in the 32nd Division, 
Michigan NG. Commencing flying operations 
with Curtiss JN-4H’s at Rouge Park in Detroit 
and later flying PT-1’s and O-2H’s, the unit 
moved to the City Airport in 1929 and to the 
Wayne County Airport in 1930. During the 
thirties, O-38B/E’s and O-47A/B’s became 
successively the primary mission aircraft 
asigned to the squadron. These aircraft were 
taken by the 107th to Camp Beauregard (re- 
named Esler Field in May 1941 after a 107th 
pilot was killed in a take-off accident), LA, 
when the unit was inducted into federal active 
duty on 15 October 1940. The unit then 
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Airport. Still equipped with Douglas Invaders, 
the unit was redesignated the 106th Tactical 
Reconnaissance Squadron (Night-Photo) on 
1 February 1951. Two months later it was 
mobilized for twenty-one months during which 
time it operated its RB-26’s from its home 
base and, beginning on 10 January 1952, 
from Shaw AFB, SC. Released from active 
duty on 31 December 1952, the 106th TRS 
continued to fly RB-26’s until the spring of 
1957 when it converted to Republic RF-84F’s. 
During the Berlin Crisis the 106th was called 
to active duty for the third time. The squadron 


served at Biloxi, MS; Beaumont, TX; and 
Charleston, SC; it flew antisubmarine patrols 
from the latter during the first months of the 
war. Transferred back to Esler Field, LA, in 
January 1942, the 107th received additional 
training prior to being shipped to England in 
August 1942 as part of the 67th Observation 
(later Reconnaissance and Tactical Recon- 
naissance) Group. 

Arriving at Membury, England, in Sep- 
tember 1942, the squadron was trained on 
Supermarine Spitfire Vs prior to becoming 
operational with North American P-51/F-6’s in 
the late fall of 1943. Designated the 107th 
Tactical Reconnaissance Group, the unit flew 
pre-invasion photographic sorties until June 
1944 when it moved to the continent in sup- 
port of the First Army. Successively based in 


McDonnell RF-4C-22-MC from the 106th TRS/117th TRW at Birmingham 
in July 1979. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


flew its Thunderflashes via New Jersey, New- 
foundland, the Azores and Spain to set up 
quarters at Dreux AB, France. Released from 
active duty on 20 August 1962, the unit 
reached group status on 15 October 1962 
when the 117th TRG was extended federal 
recognition. The 106th TRS/117th TRG be- 
came the first ANG unit to be assigned Phan- 
tom II’s when it received its first RF-4C’s on 
25 February 1971. On December 1974, the 
co-located 117th TRG was inactivated and 
the TAC-gained 106th TRS has since re- 
ported directly to the 117th TRW. 


France and Belgium, it ended the war at Es- 
chwege, Germany. Six months later it was 
inactivated to be allotted back to the Michigan 
Guard as the 107th Bombardment Squadron 
(Light). * 


Equipped with Douglas A-26B/C’s, the 
107th BS was extended federal recognition 
on 29 September 1946. Stationed at the 
Detroit-Wayne Major Airport, the unit con- 
tinued to fly Invaders until 1950 when it was 
reorganized as a fighter squadron and con- 
verted to Republic F-84B's. With these air- 
craft the 107th FS was called to active duty 
on 1 February 1951 and assigned to the Air 
Training Command for duty at Luke AFB, AZ, 
as part of the 127th Pilot Training Group. 
Upon being returned to state control twenty- 


Douglas A-26B-25-DL of the 107th Bombardment Squadron (Light) in early 1947. Brian R. Baker 


one months later, the unit became the 107th 
FIS and was equipped with North American 
F-51H’s. As an interceptor squadron the 
107th then changed mission aircraft twice, 
with North American F-86E’s being received 
in November 1953 and Northrop F-89C’s in 
June 1955. 

Effective on 12 April 1958, the unit 
changed mission and, equipped with Repub- 
lic RF-84F’s, was designated the 107th TRS. 
Group status was achieved on 1 October 
1962 when the parent 127th TRG was feder- 
ally recognized. After flying RF-84F’s for 
some thirteen years, the 107th TRS/127th 
TRG converted to McDonnell RF-101A/C’s in 
January 1971. 

The present tactical fighter mission was as- 
signed on 30 June 1972 when the 107th TFS/ 
127th TFG received North American F-100D's. 
Since 9 December 1974 the 107th TFS has 
been directly part of the TAC-gained 127th 
TFW as the co-located 127th TFG was inacti- 
vated on that date. Conversion to the- LTV A- 
7D was undertaken in September 1978. 


Returning from a bombing practice sortie this A-7D-8-CV of the 107th TFS lands at his home 
base, Selfridge ANGB. macna 


108th Air Refueling Squadron 
126th Air Refueling Wing 
Illinois ANG 


The first aviation unit in the Illinois Guard 
was activated on 1 July 1927 as the 108th 
Observation Squadron, 33rd Division. At that 
time the unit assumed the history and tradi- 
tion of the 802nd Aero Repair Squadron 
which had been organized at Kelly Field, TX, 
in August 1917 and had served with the AEF 
in France during the last year of World War 
One. Initially assigned Consolidated PT-1’s, 
the 108th Observation Squadron later re- 
ceived Douglas O-2H’s, BT-1's, O-31's, and 
O-38's, and finally North American O-47’'s 
and BC-1’s. Mainly equipped with the latter 
types, the unit was ordered to active duty on 
3 February 1941. With the exception of a two- 
month period, during which it was based in 
Tennessee and temporarily re-equipped with 
Stinson L-1’s and Curtiss O-52’s, the unit op- 
erated during 1941 from its base at Midway 
Airport, Chicago. Later assigned to the 72nd 
Observation Group, the 108th was shipped to 
Panama in early 1942. For the next twenty- 
two months, until de-activated on 1 
November 1943, it was based at Rio Hato 
and Howard Field, CZ, and flew anti- 


submarine, photographic and liaison sorties. 
The primary mission aircraft during that 
period were O-47's; however, the squadron 


For use as an instrument trainer this Douglas BT-1 of the 108th Observation 
Squadron was fitted with a collapsible canvas hood over the rear cockpit. The 


also flew a variety of other types including 
Curtiss A-12’s, Douglas B-18's, Northrop 
A-17's and Piper L-4’s. After World War Two 
the unit was allotted once again to the Illinois 
Guard in which it was federally recognized on 
19 January 1947. 


Designated the 108th Bombardment 
Squadron (Light) and equipped with Douglas 
Invaders, the unit was based at the Chicago 
Municipal Airport until called to active duty on 
1 April 1951. During its Korean activation the 
squadron was deployed to Langley AFB, VA, 
prior to being sent as reinforcement to NATO 
forces in Europe. There the 108th was suc- 
cessively based at Bordeaux-Mérignac (from 
November 1951) and at Laon AB, France 
(from May 1952). After its return to state con- 
trol, the unit was reorganized as the 108th 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron and equipped with 
North American F-51D's. Having moved in 
April 1954 from the Municipal Airport (Mid- 
way) to the International Airport (O'Hare), the 
Chicago-based unit converted to Republic 
F-84F’s in July 1955 and was redesignated 
the 108th FIS. 


On 1 July 1961 the 108th became the first 
ANG squadron to be assigned an air refueling 
role and, five weeks later, it received the first 
of its Boeing KC-97F/G's. The O’Hare-based 
unit distinguished itself during the spring of 


fuselage insignia is that of the 35th Division, Illinois National Guard. via Paui R. Matt 


1964 when one of its KC-97G’s served as the 
prototype of the jet-augmented KC-97L ver- 
sion. The successful completion of this exper- 
iment led to a modification program bringing 
all ANG tankers to the KC-97L standards. 
After operating KC-97F/G's and KC-97L’s for 
fifteen years as a TAC-gained unit, the 108th 
ARS/126th ARW became SAC-gained on 1 
July 1976 and commenced conversion to the 
present Boeing KC-135A’s in December 


1976. 
P ‘ 


During the spring of 1964 the 108th ARS became the first unit to 
fly jet-augmented KC-97L's. usar 


109th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
133rd Tactical Airlift Wing 
Minnesota ANG 


1334 MILITARy AIRLIFT WING 


As the first observation squadron in the Na- 
tional Guard to receive federal recognition, 
the 109th Squadron occupies a special place 
in the history of military aviation in the United 
States. Its forebear, the 109th Aero Squad- 
ron, was organized on 27 August 1917 and, 
after having been renumbered the 803rd Aero 
Squadron, had served with the AEF as a 
transportation unit. Federally recognized on 
17 January 1921, the 109th Squadron 
nevertheless did not receive its aircraft until 


service with ANG squadrons. 


110th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
131st Tactical Fighter Wing 
Missouri ANG 
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Seldom photographed with its full armament, including rear-firing machine 
gun and bomb racks beneath the wings, the Douglas O-38 provided sterling 
MN ANG 


January 1922 as it did not have the perma- 
nent hangar facilities required by the War De- 
partment. This situation was remedied when 
the State of Minnesota rented a former race 
track and built three hangars to create 
Speedway Field (later expanded into the 
present Minneapolis-St. Paul International 
Airport). While awaiting its federally-supplied 
Curtiss JN-6H’s, the 109th rented aircraft 
from the Curtiss Northwest Airplane Com- 
pany. 

Assigned to the 34th Division, Minnesota 
NG, the unit was redesignated the 109th Ob- 
servation Squadron on 25 January 1923. Dur- 
ing the twenties and thirties it flew the usual 
assortment of observation and training air- 
craft. Equipped with O-38’s and O-47’s, the 
squadron was ordered to active duty on 10 
February 1941 and later moved to Camp 
Beauregard, LA (soon renamed Esler Field). 
It flew antisubmarine patrols from Savannah, 
GA, for a few months after the start of the 
war. The squadron, assigned to the 67th Ob- 
servation Group, moved back to Esler Field 
and began preparing for deployment over- 
seas. Arriving at Membury, England, in Sep- 
tember 1942, the unit was re-equipped with 
Supermarine Spitfire VB's to provide weather 
and target data for the heavy bombers of the 
Eighth Air Force. Continuing with this mission 
but adding tactical reconnaissance, the unit 
was redesignated the 109th Reconnaissance 
Squadron on 13 November 1943. During that 
year it also converted to North American P- 
51/F-6B’s and later went on to fly F-6D’s. 
From October 1943 until after VE-day, the 


Activated on 23 June 1923 as the heir of 
the Air Service 110th and 804th Aero Squad- 
rons, the 110th Observation Squadron, 35th 
Division, Missouri NG started flying opera- 
tions at Lambert Field, St. Louis, with a used 
Curtiss Jenny which had been purchased by 
the officers of the squadron. Its first three 
Curtiss JN-4H’s supplied by the Federal Gov- 
ernment were received in early 1924 and 
from then on the unit's activities expanded 
rapidly with Curtiss JNS-1's and O-11’s, De- 
troit TW-3’s, Consolidated PT-1's and O-17’s, 
and Douglas BT-1’s and O-38's being oper- 
ated during the twenties and thirties. When 
the 110th was ordered to active duty on 23 
December 1940, it was equipped with North 
American O-47’s and Stinson O-49’s. Two 
weeks later, it took these aircraft to Adams 
Field, Little Rock, AR, for accelerated train- 
ing. From December 1941 until January 
1943, the 110th Observation Squadron flew 
antisubmarine patrols and took part in Army 
maneuvers from the Salinas AAB, CA. 
Redesignated the 110th Reconnaissance 
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North American T-28A-NT, one of the trainers with which the 109th FIS was 
equipped in 1956-57 while its facilities at Holman Field were being upgraded 
to accommodate jets. mA ANG 


109th and the other squadrons of the 67th 
Tactical Reconnaissance Group were as- 
signed to the Ninth Air Force. 

On 14 September 1946, the unit was again 
extended federal recognition with a new des- 
ignation—109th Fighter Squadron (SE), but 
with familiar aircraft—North American P- 
51D’s, the fighter version of its mount late in 
the war. At Holman Field, St. Paul, until after 
being called back to active duty on 1 March 
1951, the 109th FIS moved to Wold-Cham- 
berlain Field in May of that same year. Re- 
turned to state control on 1 December 1952, 
the squadron continued to fly F-51D’s. For 
one year, beginning in the summer of 1956, 
the 109th FIS was forced to fly North Ameri- 
can T-28A trainers until the arrival of its first 
jet-powered mission aircraft, Lockheed 
F-94A/B’s. At the end of 1957, the 109th took 
over the facilities and the Northrop 
F-89H’s of a USAF squadron which was 
being de-activated, and the 109th flew these 
Scorpions until January 1960. 

Switching missions in January 1960, the 
squadron received Boeing C-97A’s and be- 
came the 109th Air Transport Squadron 
(Heavy). Re-equipped with C-97G’s, the unit 
was renamed the 109th Military Airlift Squad- 
ron in January 1966. On 20 March 1971, the 
unit became TAC-gained when it converted to 
Lockheed C-130A’s and was redesignated 
109th TAS/133rd TAW. Based at the Min- 
neapolis-St. Paul International Airport, the 
MAC-gained unit continues to fly Hercules, 
with C-130E’s replacing the C-130A’s during 
1981. 


Squadron (Fighter) on 2 April 1943, the unit 
completed its training in Louisiana and Mis- 
sissippi prior to overseas shipment. 

Assigned to the 71st Reconnaissance 
Group, Fifth Air Force, the squadron began 
combat operations in New Guinea during 
January 1944 and was equipped succes- 
sively with Bell P-39’s, Curtiss P-40’s and 
North American P-51’s. Redesignated the 
110th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron on 
10 May 1944, the unit moved forward with the 
Fifth Air Force and successively operated in 
New Guinea, the Philippines, and Okinawa to 
compile a brilliant war record. The 110th was 
finally inactivated on 20 February 1946 and 
was re-allotted to the Missouri National 
Guard in which it was extended federal rec- 
ognition on 23 September 1946. 

Based again at Lambert Field, the 110th 
Fighter Squadron (SE) was equipped with 
North American F-51D’s, as well as some 
RF-51D's, until late in 1952. Ordered to ac- 
tive duty on 1 March 1951, the unit moved to 
Bergstrom AFB, TX, where it served as the 


110th Fighter-Escort Squadron, SAC, until 
July 1951. It then transferred to TAC as the 
110th Fighter-Bomber Squadron and oper- 
ated from George AFB, CA, until returned to 
state control effective 1 December 1952. The 
unit was then reorganized in the Missouri 
ANG in which it was equipped with Douglas 
B-26B/C’s and designated the 110th Bom- 
bardment Squadron (Light). 

In the spring of 1957, the unit switched to 


5 te ek y 
Main hangar of the 35th Division Aviation, Missouri National Guard at 
Lambert Field in the thirties. The Douglas O-38E with the number 1 on its fin 
was assigned to the Commanding Officer, 110th Observation Squadron. 
via Cloud 9 Photography 


the fighter role and, as the 110th FIS, con- 
verted first to Lockheed F-80C’s and then, a 
few months later, to Republic F-84F’s. Trans- 
ferring from ADC-gained to TAC-gained 
status on 1 January 1960, the unit was redes- 
ignated the 110th TFS. 

During the Berlin Crisis, the 110th TFS was 
placed on active duty from 1 October 1961 to 
20 August 1962 and flew its Thunderstreaks 
across the Atlantic to operate from Toul- 


Rosiéres AB, France, as part of the tempo- 
rary 7131st TFW, USAFE. Back at Lambert 
Field as a MO ANG unit, the 110th converted 
to North American Super Sabres in the fall of 
1962. For the next sixteen years, the 110th 
TFS/131st TFW was equipped with the 


F-100C and F-100D single-seat models and 
the F-100F two seaters. Finally, the St. Louis 
unit converted to McDonnell F-4C's in early 
1979: 


North American F-100C-6-NA of the 110th TFS. Practice bombs are 
mounted on the outboard wing racks. mo anc 


111th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
147th Fighter Interceptor Group 
Texas ANG 


The 111th Observation Squadron, 36th Di- 
vision, Texas NG, was first activated at Hous- 
ton on 29 June 1923. Equipped during the 
twenties with Curtiss Jennies, Dayton-Wright 
TW-3's, Consolidated PT-1’s, PT-3’s and 
O-17’s, and Douglas O-2’s and BT-1’s, the 
unit continued to fly a mixture of aircraft dur- 
ing the thirties with Douglas O-38's being 
added in 1931, Douglas O-43's in 1935 and 
North American O-47's in 1939. Ordered to 
active duty on 25 November 1940, the 111th 
took its North American O-47's and Stinson 
O-49's to Brownwood, TX, in January 1941, 
where it also operated Curtiss O-52’s and 
Piper O-59/L-4's. During the first months of 
the war, while stationed at Daniel Field, GA, 
the unit was re-equipped with Douglas A-20’s 
and Republic P-43's. 

Deployed overseas to take part in “Opera- 
tion Torch” (the Allied invasion of North Af- 
rica), the 111th Observation Squadron and its 
A-20's arrived in Algeria during 1942. Initially 
the unit flew antisubmarine, convoy escort 
and border patrols but on 31 May 1943 it was 
redesignated as the 111th Reconnaissance 
Squadron (Fighter). Re-equipped with North 
American A-36's and P-51's, it began combat 
operations in July 1943 during the invasion of 
Sicily. Exchanging its Allison-powered Mus- 
tangs for Merlin-powered P-51/F-6’s and re- 
named the 111th Tactical Reconnaissance 
Squadron in November 1943, the unit served 
with distinction in Italy, France and Germany 
until inactivated on 15 December 1945. 

Back in the Texas Guard, the unit received 
federal recognition on 9 February 1947 as the 
111th Fighter Squadron (SE). From this date 
until activated during the Korean War, the 
111th was based at Ellington Field and flew 
North American P-51D's. On active duty from 


10 October 1950, the squadron moved to 
Langley AFB, VA, where as part of the 136th 
Fighter-Bomber Group it converted to Repub- 
lic F-84E’s in March 1951. Two months later 
the unit began moving to the Far East where, 
after being briefly based at Itazuke AB, 
Japan, it began combat operations from 
Taegu AB, Korea, in September 1951. Re- 
leased from active duty on 17 July 1952, the 
unit was reorganized in the Texas ANG as 
the 111th FIS and equipped with F-51H’s. For 
two years, beginning in January 1953, it was 
designated as the 111th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron; however, the arrival of Lockheed 
F-80C’s and the assignment of runway alert 
duty brought back the FIS designation in 
January 1955. Conversion to North American 
F-86D's was undertaken in August 1957 and 
in September of that year the 111th FIS also 
began running the ANG Jet Instrument 


With bombs and rockets mounted on underwing racks this F-51H of the 111th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron sits on the ramp at Matagorda, 1954. Tx ane 
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McDonnell F-101B and Lockheed T-33A of the 11th FIS/147th FIG in formation flight near Ellington 


AFB, Texas. Don Spering 


School with T-33A’s. With this dual mission 
the squadron became part of the federally 
recognized 147th FIG on 17 May 1958 and 
thirteen months later converted to F-86L's. 
These late-model Sabres gave place during 
the summer of 1960 to Convair F-102A's 
which were retained for fifteen years. How- 
ever, beginning in May 1971, the Delta 
Daggers were supplemented by McDonnell 
F-101B’s with the Voodoos finally supplanting 
the Delta Daggers during FY75. Since Janu- 
ary 1970 the 111th FIS/147th FIG has run a 
Combat Crew Training School to train new 
pilots in the aerospace defense role. 

With the progressive phasing-out of the 
Voodoo in ANG service, the 111th FIS ter- 
minated its training role on 30 April 1976. 
However, it continued to fly F-101B’s for 
another five years, with alert crew and aircraft 
being maintained at its home base and at 
NAS New Orleans, until it began converting 
to McDonnell F-4C’s during 1981. 


112th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
180th Tactical Fighter Group 
Ohio ANG 


Perpetuating the history and traditions of 
the 112th Aero Squadron, which had been or- 
ganized at Kelly Field, TX, on 18 August 
1917 and redesignated the 633rd Aero 
Squadron four months later, the 112th Obser- 


vation Squadron was activated on 20 June 
1927 in the 37th Division, Ohio NG. Based at 
Cleveland’s Hopkins Airport and initially 
equipped with four Consolidated PT-1’s, the 
112th Observation Squadron later received 
some Curtiss O-11’s as well as Douglas 
BT-1's and O-2H’s. Beginning in 1930, how- 
ever, the unit was primarily equipped with 
various models of Douglas O-38 biplanes 
which served until 1941, alongside the more 
modern North American O-47's and BC-1A’s 
received in the late thirties. Ordered to active 
service on 25 November 1940, the 112th Ob- 
servation Squadron moved to Pope Field, 
NC, one week later. After Pearl Harbor and 
until inactivated on 18 October 1942, the unit 
served in an antisubmarine role and flew pa- 
trols alongside the eastern seaboard. 


On 30 April 1943, the unit was re-activated 
at the Salinas AAB, CA, as the 112th Liaison 
Squadron. After training in California and 
Oregon, the squadron was shipped to En- 
gland where, equipped with Cessna UC-78’s, 
Stinson L-1’s and Douglas C-47’s, it flew 
courier missions in England, France, Belgium 
and Germany until it was brought back to the 
States in August 1945 to be inactivated. 

After release from active duty, the unit was 
again federally recognized on 2 December 


1946 as the 112th Bombardment Squadron 
(Light). Equipped with Douglas A-26B/C’s, 
the squadron served in the Ohio Guard until 
10 October 1950 when it was called back to 
active service. Still flying /nvaders, the 
squadron was based at Lawson AFB, GA, 
until returned to state control in March 1952. 
At that time the unit was redesignated the 
112th Fighter-Bomber Squadron and, 
equipped with North American F-51H’s, it was 
based at Berea, OH. Six months later it was 
moved to the Akron-Canton Airport where it 
operated until April 1956. Still without a base 
from which to operate a full complement of jet 
fighters, but now designated the 112th FIS, 
the squadron was forced to move to the To- 
ledo Municipal Airport where it flew a mix of 
North American T-28A's and Lockheed T- 
33A’s trainers as well as a few Republic F- 
84E’s. Finally, in January 1959, the 112th 
moved to its present base, the Toledo Ex- 
press Airport, where it received a full comple- 
ment of Republic F-84F’s. With these aircraft, 
the unit was placed on active duty at its home 
base from 1 October 1961 until 20 August 
1962 as part of the 180th Tactical Fighter 
Group. TAC-gained, the 112th TFS/180th 
TFG converted in October 1970 from F-84F’s 
to North American F-100D’s, and during the 
summer of 1979 to its present LTV A-7D's. 


Douglas O-38's of the 112th Observation Squadron, Ohio National Guard, practice formation work on 18 February 1934. national Guard Bureau 
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North American F-100D-71-NA of the 112th TFS/180th TFG at Toledo in September 1978. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


113th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
181st Tactical Fighter Group 
Indiana ANG 


The forerunner of this ANG unit, the 113th 
Aero Squadron, was organized on 26 August 
1917, renumbered as the 634th Aero Squad- 
ron in February 1918, and demobilized in 
March 1919 after serving in Texas and Penn- 
sylvania. As a Corps Aviation unit, the 137th 
Squadron was activated on 1 August 1921 in 
the Indiana NG and equipped with Curtiss 
Jennies. Upon being assigned to the 38th Di- 
vision on 3 January 1923, the unit first be- 
came the 113th Squadron and three weeks 
later the 113th Observation Squadron. The 
113th moved from its original base at 
Kokomo to temporary quarters at Schoen 
Field in early 1926 and to permanent facilities 
at Mars Hill (later renamed Stout Field), In- 
dianapolis, in October 1926. During this 
period and through the thirties, the unit was 
equipped with Consolidated PT-1’s and O- 
17's, Curtiss O-11's, and Douglas O-2’s, O- 


38's and BT-1's. 


Still based at Stout Field, the squadron was 
called to active duty on 17 January 1941. Ten 
days later the 113th, by then primarily 
equipped with Douglas O-38’s and North 
American O-47's, was transferred to Merid- 
ian, MS. From December 1941 until June 
1942, the squadron flew antisubmarine pat- 
rols with O-47's, O-49's, O-52’s and L-4’s 
from MacDill Field, FL; Key Field, MS; and 
New Orleans AAB, LA. From June 1942 until 
30 November 1943, when it was disbanded at 
Birmingham AAFld, AL, the unit provided air 
support for ground forces in training. During 
that period it was equipped mostly with Bell 
P-39's and was successively redesignated 
the 113th Reconnaissance Squadron on 2 
April 1943 and the 113th Tactical Reconnais- 
sance Squadron on 11 August 1943. 

Equipped with North American P-51D’s, the 
oldest unit in the Indiana ANG received fed- 
eral recognition at Stout Field on 14 April 
1947 as the 113th Fighter Squadron (SE). 


In this formation photograph of North American O-47A's of the 113th Observation Squadron, four 
uncamouflaged aircraft retain the prewar tail stripes and unit insignia on the rear fuselage, while aircraft 
number 1 has already been camouflaged and has the national star insignia on the fuselage, but no tail 
Stripes. via Paul R. Matt 


The squadron was on active duty from 1 Feb- 
ruary 1951 until 31 October 1952 with opera- 
tions being initially split between Baer Field, 
Fort Wayne, IN, and Sioux City, IA; finally, on 
24 May 1951 the 113th moved its F-51H's to 
Scott AFB, IL. Returned to state control on 
1 November 1952 at Stout Field, the unit 
moved to Hulman Field in 1954. There jet 
conversion was undertaken in the summer of 
1955 with the 113th FIS operating Lockheed 
F-80C's until March 1956 when it was re- 
equipped with North American F-86A's. Fly- 
ing Republic F-84F’s from April 1958 to Sep- 
tember 1962 as the 113th Tactical Fighter 
Squadron, the unit was trained for delivering 
tactical nuclear devices and was on active 
duty at its home base from 1 October 1961 
until 20 August 1962. Then, notwithstanding 
the fact that it retained its 113th TFS desig- 
nation, the unit flew mission aircraft con- 
figured for photographic reconnaissance 
(RF-84F's) until May 1964. During this period, 
on 15 October 1962, the 181st TFG was fed- 
erally recognized as the parent organization 
of the 113th TFS. 

From May 1964 until August 1971, the unit 
once again flew F-84F’s. This TAC-gained 
unit converted to North American F-100D's in 
September 1971; in November 1979 it flew 
the last AF/ANG F-100 mission when it deliv- 
ered 56-2979 for storage at the MASDC, 
Davis-Monthan AFB, AZ. Conversion to its 
present mission aircraft, the F-4C, was 
undertaken during the second half of 1979. 


D 


After the Berlin Crisis call-up the USAF found it expedient to retain the ANG F-84F’s to equip newly activated units. Thus, after return to state control both 
the 113th and 163rd TFS were forced to fly RF-84F’s for nineteen months. in anc 


114th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
New York ANG 


Serving in the Air Guard for only eleven 
years, including twenty-one months on active 
duty during the Korean War, this unit had 
been granted federal recognition on 17 June 


Patch 
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1947 as the 114th Bombardment Squadron 
(Light). Its predecessor, the 439th Bombard- 
ment Squadron, 319th Bombardment Group, 
had flown B-26’s and B-25’s in the MTO, and 
A-26’s during the war in the Pacific. 
Stationed at Floyd Bennett Field, the 114th 
Bombardment Squadron was equipped with 
Douglas B-26's for the first four years of its 


existence. While on active duty at March 
AFB, CA, from 1 March 1951 until 30 Novem- 
ber 1952, the unit flew Boeing B-29A’s; how- 
ever, after returning to state control it once 
again was equipped with B-26’s. Redesig- 
nated as the 114th FIS in June 1957, the 
114th was assigned Lockheed F-94B’s until 
inactivated on 14 September 1958. 


Douglas B-26B-35-DL of the short-lived 114th Bombardment Squadron (Light), NY ANG. Brian R. Baker 


115th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
146th Tactical Airlift Wing 
California ANG 


Activated on 16 June 1924 at Clover Field, 
Santa Monica, as part of the 40th Division, 
California National Guard, the 115th Obser- 
vation Squadron was based at Griffith Park, 
Los Angeles, from January 1925 until it was 
called to active duty on 3 March 1941. It suc- 
cessively operated a mix of aircraft which 
included Curtiss Jennies, Dayton-Wright 
TW-3’s, Consolidated PT-1’s and O-17’s, 
Douglas BT-1's, O-2’s and O-38’s, and North 
American O-47's. The latter two types are 
distinguished as the main mission aircraft of 
the 115th beginning respectively in 1931 and 
1938. From December 1941 until September 
1942, while still stationed in California, the 
115th Observation Squadron flew anti- 
submarine patrols with Stinson O-49's 
supplementing its O-47's. Redesignated as 
the 115th Liaison Squadron on 2 April 1943, 
the unit trained in Louisiana and Texas prior 
to moving to the CBI theater of operations 
where it operated Stinson L-1's and L-5’s and 
Piper L-4’s from November 1944 until the end 
of the war. 


Reorganized at Van Nuys Airport as the 
115th Bombardment Squadron (Light), the 
oldest California Guard squadron was feder- 
ally recognized on 8 October 1946 and re- 
ceived Douglas B-26's as its first postwar 


On Armed Forces Day (21 May) 1955, Lt. John M. Conroy of the 115th 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron set a round trip, coast-to-coast, record (5,085 


miles in 11 hr 26 min 33 sec, including six refueling stops). The Lockbourne 
AFB refueling stop is shown. usaF 


116th Air Refueling Squadron 
141st Air Refueling Wing 
Washington ANG 


The forebear of the present SAC-gained air 
refueling unit came into being on 6 August 
1924 when the 116th Observation Squadron 
was activated in the 41st Division, Washing- 
ton NG. At that time the new Guard squadron 
took over the designation and history of the 
116th Aero Squadron which had served in 
France during 1918 after having been redes- 
ignated the 637th Aero Squadron (Supply). 
Based at Felts Field and initially equipped 
with Curtiss Jennies, the 116th Observation 
Squadron flew a variety of aircraft during the 
twenties and thirties, including Consolidated 
PT-1's and O-17's, Douglas O-2’s, BT-1's 
and O-38's, and North American BC-1's and 
O-47's. On 16 September 1940, the 116th 
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mission aircraft. In April 1948, the unit moved 
to the Lockheed Air Terminal, Burbank, from 
where it was called to active duty for twenty- 
one months beginning on 1 April 1951. With 
its Invaders, the unit was then transferred to 
Langley AFB, VA, where it became part of the 
47th Bombardment Group and converted in 
September 1951 to North American B-45A’s. 
Five months later the 115th was assigned out 
of the 47th BG. Re-equipped with B-26’s but 
remaining at Langley AFB, the unit was re- 
designated as the 4430th Combat Crew 
Training Squadron until de-activated on 31 
December 1952. 


Returning to state control in January 1953, 
the unit was again reorganized at Van Nuys. 
Now the 115th Fighter-Bomber Squadron, the 
unit was assigned North American F-51H's as 
its new mission aircraft. It then converted to 
North American F-86A's in January 1955 and, 
soon thereafter, became a Tactical Fighter 
Squadron. A new change in mission took 
place in January 1960 when, as the 115th Air 
Transport Squadron (Heavy) of the 146th 
ATG, the unit exchanged its Sabre fighters 
for Boeing C-97C's. The 115th was called to 
active duty during the Berlin Crisis and, still 
based at Van Nuys and flying its Strato- 
freighters, it flew worldwide missions in sup- 
port of MATS operations between 1 October 
1961 and 31 August 1962. Conversion to 
Lockheed Hercules was undertaken in April 
1970 when the designations 115th TAS/146th 


became one of the first four NG observation 
squadrons to be mobilized. The early months 


of mobilization saw this unit, now primarily 
equipped with O-47’s and O-49's, flying anti- 


submarine patrols along the Pacific Coast. 
Moving to Oregon in March 1943 and re- 
equipped with Bell P-39's, the unit was suc- 


cessively redesignated the 116th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron (Fighter) in April 1943 and 


the 116th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
in August 1943. Less than four months later, 


however, it was disbanded and its personnel 
were re-assigned to other USAAF units. 


After World War Two, the unit was reorgan- 
ized at Felts Field and, equipped with North 
American P-51D's, it was extended federal 


C-130B of the 115th TAS/146th TAW at Gowen Field, Boise, Idaho, on 21 
June 1978. René J. Francillon 


TAG were adopted. Losing most of its 
C-130A's in 1972 when these aircraft were 
transferred to the VNAF, the Van Nuys unit 
later operated a mix of C-130A’s and 
C-130B's. 

The 146th TAG was de-activated in Feb- 
ruary 1975 and since that time the 115th TAS 
has been directly part of the MAC-gained 
146th TAW. Continuing to fly Hercules from 
Van Nuys, the unit replaced its C-130A's with 
C-130E's during FY75 and standardized on 
the E model five years later with the phasing- 
out of its last C-130B's. 


recognition on 10 February 1947. Eighteen 
months later the 116th Fighter Squadron (SE) 
moved to Geiger Field (later renamed Spo- 
kane International Airport) where in April 


1950 it began its conversion to Republic 
F-84B’s. Equipped with Thunderjets, the unit 
was Called to active duty on 1 February 1951 
to become part of the 81st Fighter Interceptor 
Wing at Moses Lake AFB, WA. After convert- 
ing to North American F-86A’s, the 116th FIS 
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Douglas O-38 of the 116th Observation Squadron in flight near Felts Field, 
Spokane, Washington. wa ane 


moved to RAF Bentwaters, England, where 
the Sabres of the 81st FIW were deployed to 
bolster NATO. Returned to state control on 
1 November 1952, the 116th once again was 
equipped with F-51D’s until the arrival of its 
ANG F-86A’s in 1954. As an air defense unit, 
the 116th FIS subsequently converted to 
Lockheed F-94B’s in August 1955, to North- 
rop F-89D’s in December 1957, to F-89J’s in 
July 1960, to Convair F-102A’s in March 1966 
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and to McDonnell F-101B’s in November 
1969. Its parent, the 141st FIG, was federally 
recognized on 1 July 1960. 


The unit switched from ADC-gained to 
SAC-gained status when it was re-equipped 
with Boeing KC-135A’s and redesignated the 
116th ARS/141st ARW on 1 July 1976. At 
that time it took up station at Fairchild AFB. 


Northrop F-89J with which the 116th FIS was equipped during 
the late fifties. wa anc 


117th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
Pennsylvania ANG 


Patch 
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Constituted on 19 June 1942 as the 440th 
Bombardment Squadron (Medium), this unit 
flew Martin B-26’s and North American B-25’s 
in Africa, Sicily, Italy and France as part of 
the Twelfth Air Force. Following its re-assign- 
ment to the United States in January 1945 
and its conversion to Douglas A-26’s, the unit 
transferred to the Seventh Air Force with 
which it operated from Okinawa until VJ-Day. 
The 440th BS was inactivated in January 
1946 and, after being redesignated as the 
117th Bombardment Squadron (Light), was 
allotted to the National Guard on 24 May 
1946. 


Assigned to the Pennsylvania ANG and 
equipped with Douglas B-26’s, the 117th BS 
(Light) received federal recognition at the 
Philadelphia Municipal Airport on 20 De- 
cember 1948. The 117th Bombardment 
Squadron served on active duty from April 
1951 as a B-26 training unit during the Ko- 
rean conflict while stationed at Langley AFB, 
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VA. The unit was de-activated in December 
1952. Early in 1953 it received Lockheed 
F-80C’s and was reorganized in the Pennsyl- 
vania ANG as the 117th Fighter Interceptor 
Squadron. In January 1957, however, the 


117th FIS was again deactivated, this time 
due to an inability to maintain the required 
personnel strength of 60 percent, and its des- 
ignation was transferred to a new ANG unit 
being organized in the State of Kansas. 


Built as an A-26B-61-DL this aircraft of the 117th Bombardment Squadron (Light) was later modified as 
a B-26C, as illustrated, with bombardier position. PA anc 


Lockheed T-33A’s equipped the 117th FIS during the mid-fifties. Robert Eposito 


117th Air Refueling Squadron 
190th Air Refueling Group 
Kansas ANG 


Following the deactivation of the 117th 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron, Pennsylania 
ANG, the designation was transferred to a 
squadron being formed in the Kansas ANG. 
Equipped with Lockheed F-80C’s, the new 
117th FIS was federally recognized on 23 
February 1957 at NAS Hutchinson. 


Fourteen months later, the unit began its 
long association with the Martin Canberras as 
it was re-equipped with RB-57A’s. With its 
new aircraft, the squadron was assigned tac- 
tical reconnaissance as its new mission and, 
effective 10 April 1958, was redesignated the 
117th TRS. On 15 October 1962 the tactical 


reconnaissance unit was enlarged to group 
status with the organization and federal rec- 


ognition of the 190th TRG. In August 1967 
the 117th TRS/190th TRG was relocated 
from NAS Hutchinson to Forbes AFB. It was 
there that on 12 June 1972 the units’ desig- 
nations were changed to 117th Tactical 
Bombing Squadron/190th Tactical Bombing 
Group when their RB-57A/B’s were replaced 
with B-57G's. A third main variant of the Mar- 
tin twinjet, the EB-57B, followed less than two 
years later when these units became ADC- 
gained as the 117th DSES/190th DSEG. 


After twenty years of service with the Kan- 
sas ANG, the Canberras were finally replaced 
by Boeing KC-135A’s and, becoming SAC- 
gained, the unit was redesignated the 117th 
ARS/190th ARG on 8 July 1978. 


Night interdiction version of the Martin B-57, the B-57G equipped the 117th 
Tactical Bombing Squadron in 1972-74. via Cloud 9 Photography 


Boeing KC-135A-BN of the 117th ARS/190th ARG at Forbes ANG Base in 
September 1978. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


118th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
103rd Tactical Fighter Group 
Connecticut ANG 


The “Flying Yankees” of the Connecticut 
Guard were first organized on 1 November 
1923 when the 118th Observation Squadron, 
which initially had been allotted to the state of 
Rhode Island, was activated in the 43rd Divi- 
sion. Like other prewar observation squad- 
rons of the National Guard, the 118th first 
flew Curtiss Jennies and went on to operate a 
mix of observation and training aircraft includ- 
ing all of the usual types as well as some 
rarer ones such as the Curtiss XO-12. Sta- 
tioned at Brainart Field, Hartford, throughout 
the twenties and thirties, the unit was consoli- 
dated in 1936 with the 118th (later 639th) 


Aero Squadron to combine its lineage and 
history with those of the former AEF repair 
and transportation unit. 

Ordered to active duty on 24 February 
1941, the 118th Observation Squadron 
moved to Jacksonville, FL, three weeks later 
and to Charleston, SC, in January 1942. 
From this latter station it flew antisubmarine 
patrols until August 1942. The unit was trans- 
ferred six times during the next sixteen 
months as it was successively redesignated 
the 118th Reconnaissance Squadron 
(Fighter) on 2 April 1943 and the 118th Tacti- 
cal Reconnaissance Squadron on 11 August 
1943. Finally, however, the 118th TRS was 
readied for deployment overseas and was 
shipped from Key Field, MS, to India in De- 
cember 1943. Equipped with North American 


Lockheed F-94B-5-LO of the 118th FIS. si curry. Isham via Cloud 9 Photography 


P-51's and assigned to the Tenth Air Force, 
the squadron flew defensive air patrols in 
India during the second quarter of 1944. 
Later attached to the 23rd Fighter Group, 
Fourteenth Air Force, it operated in China as 
a fighter and reconnaissance unit equipped 
with P-51/F-6's. Inactivated in November 
1945, the unit was allotted back to the Guard 
and received federal recognition on 7 August 
1946 as the 118th Fighter Squadron (SE). 
Based at Bradley Field, Windsor Locks, the 
118th initially received only T-6's and C-47 
training and support aircraft; however, in Feb- 
ruary 1947 it acquired its first batch of Re- 
public P-47N mission aircraft. With Thunder- 
bolts, the unit served on active duty from 
1 February 1951 until 31 October 1952 and, 
assigned to the 103rd Fighter Interceptor 
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During the summer of 1979, the 118th TFS/103rd TFG became the first ANG unit to receive Fairchild 
Republic A-10A’s crane 


Wing, Air Defense Command, was relocated 
to the Suffolk County Airport, NY. After re- 
turning to Bradley Field under state control, 
the 118th FIS received North American 
F-51H’s in December 1952. Less than a year 
later it completed its jet conversion and was 
re-equipped with Republic F-84D’s. In the 
spring of 1956, the 118th FIS converted to 
Lockheed F-94B’s but eighteen months later 
the elderly Starfires gave place to North 
American F-86H’s. Retaining its fighter inter- 
ceptor mission until 1971, the 118th under- 
went two more changes in mission aircraft 
with North American F-100A's being first re- 
ceived in October 1959, followed by Convair 
F-102A’s from December 1965. 

In April 1971, the unit began to receive 
North American F-100D's. Redesignated the 
118th TFS/103rd TFG, it became TAC-gained 
on 12 June 1971. The Super Sabre era 
ended in the summer of 1979 when the 118th 
TFS became the first ANG squadron to be 
equipped with Fairchild Republic A-10A’s. 


119th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
177th Fighter Interceptor Group 
New Jersey ANG 


When it was activated at Newark’s Metro- 
politan Airport on 30 January 1930, the 119th 
Observation Squadron, 44th Division, New 
Jersey NG, became the last of the nineteen 
Guard squadrons originally authorized under 
the 1920 National Defense Act. Its history 
and traditions were consolidated six years 
later with those of the 5th Aviation School 
Squadron and the 119th Aero Squadron 
which had served in the Air Service in 1917- 
1919. First equipped with Consolidated 
O-17’s and Douglas O-2H’s, the 119th Obser- 
vation Squadron later received Douglas 
O-38B/E’s and O-46A’s, Curtiss O-52’s, and 
North American O-47A/B’s and BC-1A’s. 

The 119th Observation Squadron was in- 
ducted into federal active service on 16 Sep- 
tember 1940, at the beginning of the pre- 
World War Two mobilization. Remaining in 
Newark until March 1942, the unit moved 
successively to Ft. Dix, NJ; Hyannis, MA; and 
Grenier Field, NH, from which it flew anti- 
submarine patrols. Inactivated on 18 October 
1942, the unit was again activated in March 
1943 and became the 119th Reconnaissance 
Squadron (Fighter) one month later. 
Equipped with Bell P-39's, it was redes- 
ignated the 490th Fighter Squadron on 11 
August 1943. With this designation, the 
squadron served as a replacement training 
unit at Thomasville AAFld, GA, until dis- 
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banded on 1 May 1944. 


After the war, the 119th Fighter Squadron 
(SE) was organized again at Newark and, 
equipped with Republic P-47D’s, it was ex- 
tended federal recognition on 29 January 
1947. During the Korean War the squadron 
remained under state control and was re- 
equipped with North American F-51H’s in 
February 1952 and with F-51D’s in July 1954. 
The last of these Mustangs was retained until 
May 1955 when the 119th FIS began its con- 
version to North American F-86E’s. Three 
years later the squadron converted to Repub- 
lic F-84F’s and, equipped with these aircraft, 
it moved to its present base at the National 
Aviation Facilities Experimental Center 


(NAFEC) in Atlantic City. There the unit be- 
came the 119th TFS in 1960 and served on 
active duty from 1 October 1961 until 17 Au- 
gust 1962, during the Berlin Crisis. Reaching 


group status on 15 October 1962 as part of 
the 177th TFG, the 119th converted to North 
American F-86H's in late 1962. 

Barely a year and a half after receiving its 
F-86H’s, the 119th TFS converted once again 
as its mission aircraft became the North 
American F-100C. With these aircraft, the 
unit served on active duty between 26 Janu- 
ary 1968 and 17 June 1969 when it operated 
a USAF tactical fighter rotational training unit 
at Myrtle Beach AFB, SC. In addition, some 
50 percent of its pilots served in the 355th 
TFS at Phu Cat AB, Vietnam. In June 1970, 
the 119th TFS began its transition to Repub- 
lic F-105B’s to become the second NJ ANG 
unit to fly Thunderchiefs. The unit was as- 
signed a new mission on 27 January 1973 
and was redesignated the 119th FIS/177th 
FIG. Since then, as an ADC-gained unit, the 
squadron has been equipped with Convair 
F-106A/B's. 
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Currently equipping the oldest NJ ANG Squadron, the Delta Dart (including this F-106B) replaced 
Thunderchiefs at NAFEC Atlantic City in early 1973 when the 119th TFS became the 199th FIS. nJ anG 


120th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
140th Tactical Fighter Wing 
Colorado ANG 


Tracing its lineage back to the 120th Aero 
Squadron, organized in August 1917 at Kelly 
Field, TX, and briefly serving with the AEF in 
France, the 120th Observation Squadron was 
activated on 27 June 1923 in the 45th Divi- 
sion, Colorado NG. The 120th was based at 
Lowry Field, Denver, with a flight operating 
from Pueblo where the lower elevation was 
more suitable to aircraft operations. The unit 
received its first Curtiss JNS in May 1924, 
and in the succeeding years newer aircraft 
were progressively operated, often concur- 
rently. Douglas O-2C’s were received in 1926 
and were followed by Consolidated PT-1's 
and O-17's, Thomas-Morse O-19's, Douglas 
BT-1's and O-38's, and North American 
O-47's and BC-1A’s. Early in 1938 the squad- 
ron moved from Lowry Field to the Denver 
Municipal Airport where, in February 1939, it 
was transferred from the 45th Division to the 
24th Cavalry Division. The unit was called to 
active duty on 6 January 1941, for transfer to 
the Third Army at Biggs Field, Fort Bliss, TX, 
and until July 1942 flew patrols along the 
Mexican border. Then assigned the task of 
providing aerial support for training ground 
forces, the unit added Bell P-39's, Curtiss 
P-40's and Stinson O-49's to its O-47’'s. 
Redesignated the 120th Reconnaissance 
Squadron on 2 April 1943 and the 120th Tac- 
tical Reconnaissance Squadron on 11 August 
1943, it was successively based in Louisiana, 
Texas, and Alabama. After its personnel had 
been transferred to other USAAF units, the 


First jet aircraft to be assigned to the 120th FIS, the F-80C served with the 


squadron was disbanded at the Birmingham 
AAFid on 30 November 1943. 

Thirty-one months later, on 30 June 1946, 
the 120th Fighter Squadron (SE) became the 
first flying unit in the National Guard to re- 
ceive federal recognition in the postwar 
reorganization. Equipped with North Ameri- 
can P-51D's and support aircraft, the 120th 
was again based at Denver. During the Ko- 
rean War many of its pilots served in the 
combat zone while the bulk of the unit was 
called to active duty for two months (April and 
May 1951) at Cannon AFB, NM. Jet conver- 
sion was undertaken in late 1953 when Lock- 
heed F-80C's were received. While equipped 
with Shooting Stars, the 120th FIS organized 
the “Minutemen,” a precision flying team, and 
this demonstration unit represented the ANG 
at air shows for a period of two and one-half 
years. In early 1958 the “Minutemen” and the 
rest of the 120th converted to North American 
F-86E's. Two years later these Sabres were 
replaced by all-weather F-86L interceptors. 


On 1 January 1961, the unit became TAC- 
gained as the 120th TFS and began convert- 
ing to North American F-100C’s, the mission 
aircraft with which it was twice placed on ac- 
tive duty. Activated for ten months (October 
1961—August 1962) during the Berlin Crisis, 
the squadron remained stationed at its home 
base, Lowry AFB, with the exception of ninety 
days at George AFB, CA. A little over two 
months after being returned to state control, 
the 120th TFS became part of the 140th TFG 
which was extended federal recognition on 
1 October 1962. Five years of peacetime op- 
erations followed; however, on 26 January 


Colorado unit from 1953 until 1958. sim Sullivan via Cloud 9 Photography 


1968, the unit was recalled to active duty. 
After accelerated training at Buckley ANG 
Base (formerly Lowry AFB), CO; Homestead 
AFB, FL; and Cannon AFB, NM; the 120th 
TFS/140th TFG was deployed to Phan Rang 
AB, Vietnam, from which operations began 
on 8 May 1968. After flying 5,905 combat sor- 
ties in eleven months, the unit was de- 
mobilized on 30 April 1969. Back at its Buck- 
ley ANG Base, the 120th TFS exchanged its 
F-100C’s for F-100D's in 1971 and in April 
1974 became the second ANG unit to convert 
to A-7D's, its present mission aircraft. The 
parent 140th TFG was inactivated on 9 De- 
cember 1974 and the TAC-gained 120th TFS 
is now directly part of the co-located 140th 
TFW. 


An immaculate North American F-86L-56-NA from the 120th FIS in 1960. co 
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121st Tactical Fighter Squadron 
113th Tactical Fighter Wing 
District of Columbia ANG 


Unique in the nation as the only ANG unit 
to have the President of the United States as 
its Commander-in-Chief in both “state” and 
“federal” status, the 121st TFS/113th TFW 
was first organized on 10 April 1941 as the 
121st Observation Squadron. Ordered to ac- 
tive duty on 1 September 1941, the squadron 
flew antisubmarine patrols with a mixture of 
observation aircraft from bases in South 
Carolina, Virginia and Alabama until April 
1943. The unit, redesignated the 121st Liai- 
son Squadron and equipped with Piper L-4's 
and Stinson L-5's, then prepared for deploy- 
ment overseas. Arriving in Algeria in March 
1944, it subsequently operated in support of 
Army units in Italy and France prior to being 


inactivated in November 1945. 

As the 121st Fighter Squadron (SE) 
equipped with Republic P-47D's, the unit was 
again federally recognized on 2 October 
1946. A little over three years later the DC 
ANG squadron took delivery of its first jet 
fighter, a Republic F-84C. Fully equipped with 
Thunderjets, the unit was activated on 1 Feb- 
ruary 1951 and, assigned to the Air Defense 
Command as the 121st FIS in July of that 
year, the 121st became the first CONUS- 
based squadron to fly Lockheed F-94B's. De- 
mobilized on 31 October 1952, it reverted to 
propeller-driven aircraft until March 1954 
when its North American F-51H’s were re- 
placed with North American F-86A’s. These 
early mode! Sabres gave place to F-86E's in 
late 1955 and to F-86H’s in late 1957. In 
November 1958, the 121st FIS was renamed 
the 121st TFS as it became a TAC-gained 


99 


unit. Retaining its tactical fighter role, the unit 
converted to North American F-100C’s in mid- 
1960 and, in the wake of the Berlin Crisis, 
was again called to active duty on 1 October 
1961. Demobilized on 24 August 1962, the 
121st TFS became part of the 113th TFG 
which received federal recognition on 15 Oc- 
tober 1962. Later, the 121st TFS exchanged 
its F-100A’s for F-100C’s, as the C model 
Super Sabres were better suited to the unit's 


Rt at 


First postwar equipment of the 121st Fighter Squadron (SE) were Republic 


tactical fighter role. 


Between 26 January 1968 and 18 June 
1969, during the Pueblo Crisis, the DC ANG 
was Called to active duty for the fourth time in 
its history. Moving to Myrtle Beach AFB, SC, 
the 121st TFS/113th TFG formed an F-100 
training unit while most of its aircrews were 
assigned to the 355th TFS at Phu Cat AB, 
Vietnam. Two years after its demobilization 


fe, 


Thunderbolts, including this P-47D-35-RA. oc anc 


122nd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
159th Tactical Fighter Group 
Louisiana ANG 


The checkered but interesting career of the 
Louisiana Air Guard began on 2 March 1941 
when the 122nd Observation Squadron was 


Two B-26C's, led by a B-26B, of the 122nd Bombardment Squadron (Light) 


activated in New Orleans. First equipped with 
a motley collection of Douglas O-38’s and O- 
46's, North American O-47's and BC-1A’s, 
and Stinson O-49's, the unit moved to Esler 
Field upon being called to active duty on 1 
October 1941. Beginning one week after 
America’s entry into the war, the unit flew 
antisubmarine patrols from airfields in 
Louisiana, Georgia and North Carolina. Re- 
equipped with Douglas A-20's, the 122nd was 
shipped in the fall of 1942 to North Africa 
where, as part of the 68th Observation/Re- 
connaissance Group, it continued to fly an- 
tisubmarine sorties. However, after replacing 
its A-20’s with a mix of P-38's, P-39’s and P- 
40’s, this squadron was used between March 
and October 1943 to train French and Ameri- 
can pilots in navigation and general fighter 
tactics. This needed, but glamorless, re- 
sponsibility terminated when the unit, rede- 
signated 885th Bombardment Squadron 
(Heavy) was assigned to the Fifteenth Air 
Force. Equipped with B-17’s and B-24’s, it 
was used to transport supplies to partisans 
and to drop leaflets in occupied Europe. Inac- 
tivated on 4 October 1945, the 885th BS was 
redesignated 122nd Bombardment Squadron 


during a practice bomb run. ta ane 
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North American F-86L of the 122nd FIS, over the Louisiana coa. 
the Mississippi River. ta anc 


and return to Andrews AFB, the DC ANG 
converted to Republic F-105D’s. Retaining 
these aircraft and its TAC-gained status, the 
121st TFS has been directly part of the 113th 
TFW since 1975 when the 113th TFG was 
deactivated. 


Without change in status or assignment, 
the 121st TFS/113th TFW converted to 


McDonnell F-4C’s during FY81. 


North American F-86E-15-NA from the 121st FIS in the mid-fifties. oc ana 


(Light) and was allotted to the Louisiana 
Guard. 


Assigned Douglas A-26’s as mission air- 
craft, the 122nd BS was based at the New 
Orleans Airport from the date of its federal 
recognition (5 December 1946) until two 
weeks after its call to active duty on 1 April 
1951. It then served at Langley AFB, VA, until 
demobilized on 31 December 1952. Retaining 
its Invaders for another four and one-half 
years, the 122nd Bombardment Squadron 
(Light) was again based at the New Orleans 
Airport as a Louisiana ANG unit. On 1 June 
1957, the unit became ADC-gained and, re- 
equipped with Lockheed F-80C’s, was incor- 
porated into the 159th FG (AD). Later in that 
year the 122nd FIS exchanged its F-80C’s for 
North American’ F-86D/L’s and on 5 De- 
cember 1957 it moved from the New Orleans 
Airport to its present base, NAS New Or- 
leans. Changes in mission aircraft took place 
in July 1960, when Convair F-102’s were ac- 
quired, and in July 1970, when North Ameri- 
can F-100D's were assigned to the redesig- 
nated 122nd TFS/159th TFG. This TAC- 


gained unit converted to McDonnell F-4C’s in 
April 1979. 


ist and 


123rd Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
142nd Fighter Interceptor Group 
Oregon ANG 


Operating from the Portland International 
Airport, the 123rd FIS/142nd FIG was origi- 
nally organized on 18 April 1941 when the 
123rd Observation Squadron was activated at 
the Swan Island Airport, Portland. The 123rd, 
equipped with North American O-47's and 
Stinson O-49's, was ordered to active service 
on 15 September 1941 and ten days later 
took up station at Gray Field, Ft. Lewis, WA, 
to fly antisubmarine patrols along the Pacific 
coast. From August 1942 until the summer of 


1944, the unit operated in Washington, Cali- 
fornia, Texas and Oklahoma to provide air 
support for training ground troops, with a mix 
of aircraft (mostly B-25's and P-38’s but also 
including A-20's and P-39's). During that 
period it was redesignated twice, becoming 
the 123rd Reconnaissance Squadron (Bom- 
bardment) on 2 April 1943 and the 35th 
Photographic Reconnaissance Squadron on 
11 August 1943. Equipped with Lockheed 
F-5's, the 35th PRS completed its training 
stateside prior to being shipped to the CBI 


theater of operations. The squadron flew 
combat operations in China with the Four- 
teenth and, briefly, the Tenth Air Forces from 
September 1944 until VJ-Day 


Postwar, the unit was reorganized in the 
Oregon National Guard and, equipped with 
North American P-51D's, was extended fed- 
eral recognition as the 123rd Fighter Squad- 
ron (SE) on 30 August 1946. Still equipped 
with Mustangs, the 123rd was called back to 
active duty on 1 March 1951. Most personnel 
were rapidly reassigned to various com- 
mands under Western Air Defense Force but 
others went to Chicago O'Hare from which 
they briefly flew Republic F-84C’s as part of 
the 142nd Fighter Wing, Continental Air Com- 
mand. Finally, on 27 April 1951 all OR ANG 
personnel had been transferred out. The unit 
was returned to state control on 1 December 
1952 and was once again equipped with 
F-51D's. 


As the 123rd FIS, the squadron converted 
to North American F-86A’s in the summer of 
1953. Since that time it has retained its mis- 
sion, gaining command, and designation and 
has flown Lockheed F-94B’s (from October 
1955), Northrop Scorpions (from June 1957 


when F-89D’s were received and with subse- 
quent conversions to F-89H’s and F-89J's), 
Convair F-102A's (from January 1966) and 
McDonnell F-101B's (first received in March 
1971). Finally, the 123rd FIS/142nd FIG com- 
pleted its conversion to McDonnell F-4C’s 
during FY82. 


Republic F-84C-11-RE bearing the insignia of the Oregon ANG's 
123rd Squadron. or anc 


Squadron Commander's aircraft—Lockheed F-94B-5-LO—123rd FIS at 
the Portland Airport. on anc 


124th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
132nd Tactical Fighter Wing 
lowa ANG 


The oldest air unit in the lowa Guard was 
first organized at Des Moines on 25 February 
1941. Equipped primarily with North Ameri- 


A post-Korean war scene at the Des Moines Airport with a Douglas C-47A from the lowa ANG 


can O-47's and Douglas O-38’s, the 124th 
Observation Squadron also operated O-31's, 
O-46's, O-49's and O-52’s during its first year 
of existence. Shortly after its call to active 
duty on 15 September 1941, the 124th began 
operating from Sherman Field, KS, where it 
remained until April 1942 when it was trans- 


headquarters and a Republic F-84E-25-RE of the 124th Squadron. 1a anc 


ferred to Texas to fly antisubmarine patrols 
over the Gulf of Mexico. Redesignated suc- 
cessively as the 124th Reconnaissance 
Squadron (Fighter) on 2 April 1943 and the 
124th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron on 
11 August 1943, and equipped with P-39's, 
P-40's and P-51's, the unit was used to train 
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North American F-89J from the 124th FIS. Scorpions equipped this unit for seven years during the 
Mid-sixties. via Cloud 9 Photography 


combat crews and ground personnel until dis- 
banded on 1 May 1944. 
After World War Two, the unit was reor- 


125th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
138th Tactical Fighter Wing 
Oklahoma ANG 


Organized as the 125th Observation 
Squadron, Oklahoma NG, in November 1940, 
the unit received federal recognition at Tulsa 
on 31 January 1941. Equipped with a variety 
of aircraft including Curtiss O-52's, Douglas 
O-38E’s and North American O-47A's, the 
125th Observation Squadron was called to 
active duty on 20 September 1941. Serving in 
the Zone of the Interior until the summer of 
1944, the unit was successively stationed at 
Post Field, Fort Sill, OK; Abilene, TX; and 
Thermal AAFId, CA. It was redesignated the 
125th Liaison Squadron on 2 April 1943 and, 
fourteen months later, moved to England to 
serve with the Ninth Army as a liaison and 
messenger unit. Primarily equipped with Stin- 
son L-5’s, the 125th moved across the En- 
glish Channel to France in August 1944 and 
took part in the campaigns of northern 
France, the Ardennes, the Rhineland and 
Central Europe. It was inactivated on 15 De- 
cember 1945 and allotted once again to the 
National Guard on 24 May 1946. 

Federally recognized at Tulsa on 15 Feb- 
ruary 1947, the 125th Fighter Squadron (SE) 
flew North American F-51D’s until June 1950 
when, upon converting to Republic F-84B's, it 
became the 125th Fighter-Bomber Squadron 
(Jet). Four months later, on 10 October 1950, 
the unit was called to active duty and, still 
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ganized and, equipped with North American 
P-51D’s, it received federal recognition on 
23 August 1946 as the 124th Fighter Squad- 


equipped with Thunderjets, it operated from 
Alexandria AFB, Louisiana, from November 
1950 until 10 July 1952. Upon being returned 
to state control, the 125th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron was initially equipped with F-51D’s 
and gradually converted to Lockheed F-80C’s 
during 1954. The Shooting Stars gave place 
to North American F-86D's in mid-1957 and 
group status was achieved on 1 August of 
that year when the 125th Fighter Interceptor 
Squadron became the flying squadron of the 
138th FIG. 

In January 1960, a complete change of 
mission took place when Boeing Strato- 
freighters were received and the unit was 
redesignated 125th Air Transport Squadron/ 
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ron (SE). Still equipped with Mustangs, the 
unit was recalled to active duty from 1 April 
1951 until 31 December 1952, during which 
time most of its aircrews were assigned over- 
seas while the unit itself was stationed at 
Dow AFB, ME (April 1951-June 1952) and 
Alexandria AFB, LA (June—December 1952). 
A few months after being returned to state 
control on 1 January 1953, the 124th FIS 
converted to Lockheed F-80C’s which it re- 
tained as mission aircraft until September 
1956 when it received Republic F-84E’s. Sub- 
sequent changes in mission aircraft saw the 
124th FIS re-equipped with North American 
F-86L's in April 1958 and with Northrop 
F-89J’s in April 1962. 

In August 1969 the unit became TAC- 
gained and, as the 124th TFS, was equipped 
with Republic F-84F’s. Since then the unit's 
mission and gaining command have re- 
mained unchanged; however, the 124th TFS 
converted to North American F-100D's in 
April 1971 and to the present A-7D’s in Janu- 
ary 1977. 


138th Air Transport Group. In this capacity 
the unit was placed on active duty on 1 Oc- 
tober 1961 when units of the ANG were 
called up during the Berlin Crisis. Returned to 
state control, the squadron and group were 
redesignated 125th MAS/138th MAG, flying 
Douglas C-124C’s from February 1968 until 
1973. On 25 January 1973, after serving in 
the transport role for thirteen years, it re- 
verted to the fighter role when North Amer- 
ican F-100D/F’s were assigned to the 125th 
TFS/138th TFG. As such, the unit became 
gained by the Tactical Air Command. Re- 
maining based in Tulsa, the 125th TFS/138th 
TFW converted to A-7D's beginning in July 
1978. 


= whip — 


Photographed during a summer encampment are a Lockheed T-33A and F-80C from the 125th 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron, OK ANG. The two Shooting Stars in the background are from the 
187th FIS, WY ANG. ox anc 
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Landing at Nellis AFB, NV, during a 


“æ 
Red Flag exercise this LTV A-7D-10-CV bears the markings 


of the 125th TFS. Peter J. Mancus/Cloud 9 Photography 


126th Air Refueling Squadron 
128th Air Refueling Group 
Wisconsin ANG 


Activated at Milwaukee on 12 November 
1940, and equipped with North American 
O-47’s, the 126th Observation Squadron was 
ordered to active duty less than seven 
months later and was moved to Ft. Dix, NJ. 
On 27 August 1941, it took up station at 
Hyannis, MA, from which it flew anti- 


submarine patrols with its O-47’s supple- 
mented by O-46’s, O-49’s, O-52’s and O- 
59's. Inactivated on 18 October 1942, the unit 
was reorganized less than five months later 
and was redesignated the 126th Reconnais- 
sance Squadron (Fighter) on 2 April 1943, 
and the 34th Photographic Reconnaissance 
Squadron on 11 August 1943. The 34th PRS, 
as part of the 10th Photographic Group, 
moved to England in March 1944 to fly Loc- 
kheed F-5's in the Ninth Air Force. From Au- 


gust 1944 until after VE-Day, it continued to 
operate its F-5’s, as well as some Douglas F- 
3's and North American F-10’s. The unit was 
inactivated in Germany on 22 November 
1945 and, allotted back to the Wisconsin 


Northrop F-89C’s of the 126th FIS, WI ANG, during the mid-fifties. 


M. Isham via Cloud 9 Photography 


Guard, received federal recognition as the 
125th Fighter Squadron (SE) on 25 June 
1947. 


Based at the General Mitchell Field in Mil- 
waukee, where it has been stationed ever 
since, the 126th Fighter Squadron was ini- 
tially equipped with North American P-51D’s. 
In September 1949, jet conversion was 
undertaken when the unit received the first of 
its Lockheed F-80A’s with which it was fully 
equipped when the unit was called to active 
duty on 1 February 1951. Based at Truax 
Field, WI, it converted to North American 
F-86A's until returned to state control on 1 
November 1952. Back at its home base the 
126th FIS again flew F-51D's until August 
1953, when it received back F-86A’s. Still as 
a Fighter Interceptor Squadron, the 126th 
successively converted to Northrop F-89B/C’'s 
in October 1954, to F-89D's in July 1957, and 
to F-89J’s in January 1960. 


In August 1961 the 126th was assigned a 
new mission, air refueling, and the first of its 
Boeing KC-97F's was received during March 
1962. After training with these aircraft for 
twenty-one months, the 126th ARS/128th 
ARG became the first ANG tanker unit to be 
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For twelve years, 1965-1977, the 126th ARS flew Boeing KC-97L's. 


fully operational ready. Between March and 
August 1965, the squadron’s KC-97's were 
modified to the jet-augmented L standards 
and these aircraft remained in service until 
the conversion to the present Boeing KC- 
135A's. SAC-gained, the 126th ARF/128th 
ARG received its first Stratotanker in De- 
cember 1977. 


U.S. AIR FORCE. 
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via Cloud 9 Photography 


127th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
184th Tactical Fighter Group 
Kansas ANG 


On 4 August 1941, while equipped with 
several Stinson L-1’s, one Douglas O-38E 
and one North American BC-1A, the 127th 
Observation Squadron became the last of the 
prewar National Guard observation squad- 
rons to receive federal recognition. Stationed 
at the Wichita Municipal Airport, the unit was 
mobilized into federal service on 6 October 
1941. The unit served in the southeast United 
States for the next thirty-one months, during 
which time it flew a variety of aircraft (mainly 
O-47's, O-49's, L-4’s and L-5's) and was re- 
designated as the 127th Liaison Squadron 
(effective 4 January 1943). After being re- 
assigned to the 2nd Air Commando Group on 
1 May 1944, the 127th Liaison Squadron pre- 
pared for deployment overseas. From 16 De- 
cember 1944 until ten days before VJ-Day, it 
flew observation, light transport and evacua- 
tion sorties with Stinson L-5’s and Noorduyn 
C-64's from its main base at Kalaikunda, 
India, and from other airstrips in India and 
Burma. The squadron was then transferred to 
Okinawa where it was deactivated in 


November 1945. 

As the 127th Fighter Squadron (SE) the 
unit was once again federally recognized on 
7 September 1946. Based at the Wichita 
Municipal Airport, it flew North American 
F-51D’s until early 1950 when, upon re- 
equipping with Republic F-84C’s, it became 
first the 127th Fighter Squadron (Jet) and, 
from 10 March 1950, the 127th Fighter- 
Bomber Squadron. It was while equipped with 
Thunderjets that the unit was activated on 10 
October 1950. After six weeks of active ser- 
vice at Wichita, the 127th F-B Squadron 
moved to the Alexandria Municipal Airport, 
LA, and then to Chaumont Air Base, France, 
where it flew F-84G’s from 13 May 1952 until 
demobilized on 9 July of that year. 

Upon being returned to control of the State 
of Kansas, the 127th F-B Squadron reverted 
to its original post-World War Two equipment, 
flying Mustangs from the Wichita Municipal 
Airport until June 1954. During that month it 
was transferred to McConnell AFB, Wichita, 
where it received Lockheed F-80C’s and was 
redesignated as the 127th FIS on 1 July 
1955. As a FIS, the 127th then flew North 
American F-86L’s beginning in January 1958 
but, on 1 April 1961, it became the 127th TFS 


when it was assigned North American 
F-100C’s. Major events during the ten-year 
Super Sabre period were the achievement of 
group status (the 184th TFG received federal 
recognition on 1 October 1962) and a seven- 
teen-month period of active duty from 26 Jan- 
uary 1968 during the Pueblo Crisis when the 
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127th TFS operated as part of the USAF 
354th TFW based at Kunsan Air Base, Korea, 
from 4 July 1968 to 18 June 1969. 


Back to McConnell AFB and state control, 


the 127th TFS flew F-100C’s until 25 March 
1971 when the unit was re-equipped with Re- 
public F-105D/F’s and, as a Tactical Fighter 
Training Squadron, was tasked with training 
regular, 


reserve and ANG Thunderchief 


crews. Now classified as a Replacement 
Training Unit (RTU) and designated 127th 
TFS/184th TFG, this TAC-gained unit con- 
verted to McDonnell F-4D’s during the last 
quarter of FY79. 


With dayglo markings on their nose, rear fuselage and wing tips, these 


F-86L's served with the 127th FIS. ks anc 


North American F-100C-26-NA of the 127th TFS at McConnell AFB. ks anc 


128th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
116th Tactical Fighter Wing 
Georgia ANG 


The first aviation unit in the Georgia Na- 
tional Guard, the 138th Observation Squad- 
ron, was organized on 1 May 1941 at Candler 
Field, Atlanta. Initially equipped with North 
American BC-1A’s and Douglas O-38E’s and 
O-46’s, the unit was called to active duty on 
15 September 1941. Moving successively to 
Lawson Field, GA, Key Field, MS, and New 
Orleans AAB, LA, the 128th Observation 
Squadron was progressively re-equipped with 
a mixture of aircraft including Curtiss A-18's, 
North American O-47’s and Piper L-4’s, and 
flew antisubmarine patrols over the Gulf of 
Mexico. On 3 March 1943, by which time it 
was flying North American B-25’s and O-47’s, 
the unit was redesignated 21st Antisubmarine 
Squadron and then moved to Gulfport AAFid, 
MS. While the unit was still in the United 
States two more designation changes took 
place; however, on 9 April 1944, it arrived at 
Sterparone, Italy, as the 840th Bombardment 
Squadron, 483rd Bombardment Group. Flying 
Boeing B-17G’s as part of the Fifteenth Air 
Force, the 840th BS remained in the MTO 


until after VE-Day. Inactivated in September 
1945, the unit was once again allotted to the 
National Guard and, equipped with Republic 
P-47N’'s, was federally recognized as the 
128th Fighter Squadron (SE) on 20 August 
1946. 

Re-equipped with Thunderjets in early 
1950 and based at Marietta Air Base, the 
128th Fighter Squadron was called to active 
duty on 10 October 1950 and was assigned 
to the 137th Fighter-Bomber Wing at Alexan- 
dria AFB, LA. It was returned to state control 
on 10 July 1952 and then re-equipped with 
North American F-51H’s for a few months 
prior to receiving Republic F-84D's again. 
Conversion to the Republic F-84F was under- 
taken in the summer of 1955; however, five 
years later, the 128th FIS received North 
American F-86L’s which were better suited to 
its air defense mission. Effective on 1 April 
1961, the unit’s mission was changed to air 
transport as Boeing C-97F’s became the mis- 
sion aircraft of the 128th Air Transport 
Squadron, 116th Air Transport Group. The 
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A General Motors-built F-84F-35-GK of the 128th TFS during the late fifties. ca anc 


een acute 


C-97F’s were replaced with Douglas 
C-124C’s by 1 January 1966 when the group 
and squadron were designated Military Airlift. 


Assignment as TAC-gained units became 
effective on 4 April 1973 when the 128th 


TFS/116th TFG was re-equipped with North 
American F-100D’s. Since 10 December 


1974 the squadron has reported directly to 
the 116th TFW, as the intermediate unit, the 
116th TFG, was de-activated. Finally, the 
Georgia ANG units based at Dobbins AFB 


acquired their present mission aircraft, the 
Republic F-105G, during the summer of 1979 
to perform in the Wild Weasel defense 
suppresion role. However, the 128th TFS/ 
116th TFW is scheduled to convert to F-4D 
during FY83. 


F-86L of the 128th FIS. This unit flew all-weather Sabre interceptors for only one year. GA ANG 


129th Aerospace Recovery 
& Rescue Squadron 
129th Aerospace Recovery 
& Rescue Group 
California ANG 


When the 194th Fighter Squadron began 
its conversion to jet aircraft in the fall of 1954, 
it became necessary to relocate this unit to 
Fresno, some 160 miles from its original base 
at Hayward Municipal Airport. As most of the 
194th personnel could not transfer, the ANG 
activated a new unit in Hayward, equipped 
with Curtiss C-46D’s. The newly organized 
unit was federally recognized on 3 April 1955 
as the 129th Air Resupply Squadron. Soon 
thereafter its original mission aircraft were 
supplemented and eventually supplanted with 
amphibious Grumman HU-16A’s. On January 
1962, the squadron became part of the 129th 
Troop Carrier Group. In early 1963, Helio U- 
10A’s were added to the unit's inventory and 
later in that year Fairchild C-119C’'s replaced 
the HU-16’s. Except for a few months in 
1966-67, when de Havilland U-6A’s temporar- 
ily replaced the U-10A's, the 129th flew a mix 


of U-10A’s and C-119C/G/L’s until early 


1975. While equipped with these aircraft, the 
designation of the group and squadron was 
changed to Air Commando and then to Spe- 
cial Operations. Finally, after converting to 
Lockheed HC-130P’s and Sikorsky HH-3E's, 


the Hayward units became on 5 May 1975 
the 129th AR&RS/129th AR&RG. 

With the same designation and equipment, 
the Northern California unit moved across the 
bay during the spring of 1980 to become 
based at NAS Moffett Field. 


The initial equipment of the 129th Air Resupply Squadron at Hayward consisted of Curtiss C-46D's. 


Brian R. Baker 


Fairchild C-119G-36-FA of the 129th Air Commando Squadron. ca anc 
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130th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
130th Tactical Airlift Group 
West Virginia ANG 
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* 
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After deciding to transfer the 167th FIS 
from the Kanawha County Airport, Charles- 
ton, to the Martinsburg Municipal Airport, the 
West Virginia ANG was authorized to or- 
ganize a new flying squadron in Charleston. 
As the Kanawha County Airport was not suit- 
able for jet operations, the new unit, the 
130th Troop Carrier Squadron, was equipped 
with Curtiss C-46D’s when it was federally 
recognized on 16 October 1955. During the 
following year Grumman SA-16A/B's began 
supplementing the original C-46D’s. On 16 
January 1962, when the 130th Troop Carrier 
Group received federal recognition, the am- 
phibious Albatross was the unit's mission air- 
craft. The designation of this group and its 
subordinate squadron was changed from 
Troop Carrier to Air Commando in July 1963 
and to Special Operations in August 1968. In 
1964, the 130th was re-equipped with a mix 
of Fairchild C-119's and Helio U-10's, with 
the initial C-119C’s and U-10B's being later 
replaced by C-119G’s and U-10D’s. The U- 
10D’s were dropped from the unit's inventory 


eric 
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Grumman SA-16A from the 130th Troop Carrier Squadron in flight over Charleston, WV, 


on 8 May 1957. usar 
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For ten years (1964-1974) the 130th Air Commando/Special Operations Squadron flew a mix of 
C-119's and U-10's. A camouflaged 130th C-119G is seen at the Kanawha County Airport. wv anc 


in November 1974 and were followed, ten 


months later, by the last of the C-119L’s. At 
that time Lockheed C-130E’s were taken on 


strength and on 4 October 1975 the squadron 
and group became MAC-gained as the 130th 
TAS/130th TAG. 


131st Tactical Fighter Squadron 
104th Tactical Fighter Group 
Massachusetts ANG 


Constituted in August 1942 and initially 
equipped with P-39's, the 333rd Fighter 
Squadron trained and provided air defense 
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for the Hawaiian Islands until deployed to the 
Central Pacific as part of the 318th Fighter 
Group, Seventh Air Force. From July 1944 
until VJ-Day, the 333rd flew combat opera- 
tions in the Marianas and Ryukyus with 


P-47's and P-38's. Disbanded and allotted to 
the Massachusetts Guard, this squadron re- 
emerged on 24 February 1947 when, as the 


Republic F-47N-25-RE's of the 131st Fighter Squadron (SE) during the late forties. Brian R. Baker 


131st Fighter Squadron (SE), it received fed- 
eral recognition at Barnes Field, Westfield, as 
a P-47N unit. During the Korean War, the 
131st was not activated but, re-equipped with 
North American F-51H’s in November 1951, 
served to provide air defense for the New 
England states. In July 1954 the 131st FIS 
converted to Lockheed F-94A/B Starfires 


which were retained until the unit became a 
tactical fighter squadron in the fall of 1958. 

For its new mission the 131st TFS con- 
verted to North American F-86H’s and these 
Sabres were its mission aircraft during activa- 
tion for the Berlin Crisis. Called to active duty 
on 1 October 1961, the squadron deployed to 
Phalsbourg AB, France, within one month 
and remained based there until returned to 
state control on 20 August 1962. Its parent 
group, the 104th TFG, was federally recog- 
nized on 15 October 1962. TAC-gained, the 
131st TFS/104th TFG has since changed 
mission aircraft three times with conversions 
to Republic F-84F’s being made in March 
1964, to North American F-100D's in June 
1971, and to Fairchild A-10A's in July 1979. 


Two Fairchild Republic A-10A’s, of the 131st TFS/104th TFG formate with a MA ANG 
North American F-100F. Don spering 


132nd Air Refueling Squadron 
101st Air Refueling Wing 
Maine ANG 


Organized in March 1942 and initially 
equipped with the Vultee Vengeance, the 
382nd Bombardment Squadron (Dive) be- 
came the 528th Fighter-Bomber Squadron 
upon converting to North American A-36's in 
1943. With these aircraft, and as part of the 
311th Fighter-Bomber Group, Tenth Air 
Force, the squadron began combat opera- 
tions in the CBI theater during the fall of 
1943. Re-equipped with North American Mus- 
tangs and redesignated in May 1944 as the 
528th Fighter Squadron, the unit was based 
in China at the end of the war. Allotted to the 
National Guard in May 1946, it received fed- 
eral recognition on 5 February 1947. 


In 1948, just over a year after commencing 
operations with Republic Thunderbolts, the 
132nd Fighter Squadron at Bangor became 


Lockheed F-94A-5-LO of the 132nd FIS, 


USAF 


133rd Air Refueling Squadron 
157th Air Refueling Group 
New Hampshire ANG 


Taking on the air refueling mission on 
1 October 1975 when it was re-equipped with 
Boeing KC-135A's, the flying component of 
the NH ANG had previously flown Republic 
P-47D's (April '47—October '52), North Ameri- 
can F-51H’s (November '52—June '54), Lock- 
heed F-94A/B's (June '54—April '58), North 
American F-86L’s (April '58—-August '60), 
Boeing C-97A’s (September ‘60—February 
68), Douglas C-124C’s (February '68—April 
'71), and Lockheed C-130A's (April '71—Sep- 
tember '75). 

Heir of the 529th Fighter Squadron, 311th 
Fighter Group, which had flown combat oper- 
ations in the CBI theater with North American 
A-36's and P-51's, the 133rd Fighter Squad- 


ME ANG, at Otis AFB, MA, in 1954. 


one of the first ANG units to become jet 
equipped when it converted to Lockheed 
F-80C's. Following the start of the Korean 
War, however, the Shooting Stars were re- 
turned to the USAF and the unit received 
Mustangs in their place. With these aircraft, 


the 132nd was on active duty at its home 
base from 1 February 1951 until 31 October 
1952. After returning to state control, the 
squadron flew F-51H's briefly prior to convert- 
ing to Lockheed F-94A's. As the 132nd FIS it 
converted to Northrop F-89D’s in the fall of 
1957 and to F-89J’s in December 1959. One 
year later, on 1 December 1960, the 101st 
FIG received federal recognition. Convair 


F-102A’s equipped the ADC-gained 132nd 
FIS/101st FIG from July until November 
1969, with McDonnell F-101B’s serving as 
the mission aircraft of the Maine Bangors 
until 1976. Finally, in April of the bicentennial 
year, the Maine ANG switched to SAC-gained 
status as its 132nd ARS, reporting directly to 


ES Cag, 
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Proudly displa ing the ni 
KC-135A is seen trans 


A Douglas C-124C of the 133rd Military Airlift Squadron. via cloud 9 Photography 


the 101st ARW, converted to Boeing KC- 
135A's. 


——. ei 
ickname of the 132nd ARS/101st ARW, a Boeing 


ient at Des Moines, IA in May 1979. 
Geer via Cloud 9 Phot 
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ron (SE) received federal recognition at Gren- 
ier Field, Manchester, on 4 April 1947. Still 
equipped with P-47D's, it served on active 
duty from 1 February 1951 until 31 October 
1952 during which time it operated from its 
home base in the air defense role. In the im- 
mediate post-Korean War period, the 133rd 


Since 1975 the 133rd ARS at Pease AFB has been equipped with KC-135A's. nH anc 


FIS was re-equipped with F-51H’s prior to 
converting to jets in June 1954. 


For fifteen years, beginning in September 
1960 when it converted from F-86L’s to 
C-97A's, the 133rd served as a transport unit 
and was designated successively as an Air 
Transport Squadron, a Military Airlift Squad- 
ron and a Tactical Airlift Squadron. While 


equipped with Stratofreighters, the unit 
reached group status with the organization of 
the 157th ATG, served on active duty from 
1 October 1961 to 31 August 1962 during the 
Berlin Crisis, and moved from Grenier Field 
to Pease AFB in 1966. With its Hercules re- 
equipment, the 133rd became TAC-gained in 
the spring of 1971. Four and one-half years 
later the 133rd ARS/157th ARG switched to 
its present SAC-gained status. 


134th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
158th Tactical Fighter Group 
Vermont ANG 


The forerunner of the VT ANG was the 
530th Fighter Squadron which, as part of the 
311th Fighter Group, had operated North 
American A-36’s and P-51’s in India with the 
Tenth Air Force and in China with the Four- 
teenth Air Force prior to being allotted to the 


Guard in May 1946. In the Guard it received 
federal recognition on 14 August 1946 as the 
134th Fighter Squadron (SE) equipped with 
Republic P-47D’s and based at the Burlington 
Municipal Airport. Thunderbolt phase-out 


began in July 1950, with conversion to North 
American Mustangs completed when the 
134th was activated.on 1 February 1951. For 
the twenty-one months of its activation, the 
134th Fighter Interceptor Squadron was as- 


signed to the Eastern Air Defense Command. 
On 31 October 1952, it was released from ac- 
tive duty and returned with its Mustangs to 
state control. 

Following completion of a runway exten- 


sion program at the Burlington Municipal Air- 
port, the 134th FIS began its jet conversion, 
receiving the first of its Lockheed 
F-94A/B’s in April 1954. Four years later the 
Starfires were replaced by the more effective 
Northrop F-89D's. During this Scorpion 


period the unit began 24-hour runway alert 
and achieved group status with the granting 
of federal recognition to the 158th FIG on 1 
July 1960. In August 1965, as an ADC-gained 
interceptor unit, the 134th FIS/158th FIG con- 


verted to Convair F-102A’s which it retained 
until June 1974 when a change of mission 
took place. At that time ECM-equipped EB- 
57B/E’s were phased in and the unit, remain- 
ing ADC-gained until FY80, became the 


134th DSES/158th DSEG. This mission 
lasted for nearly eight years but during FY82 
the EB-57’s were phased out. Converting to 
McDonnell F-4D's, the TAC-gained unit was 
then redesignated 134th TFS/158th TFG. 
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135th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
135th Tactical Airlift Group 
Maryland ANG 


When the planned jet conversion of the 
104th FIS forced it to relocate from Harbor 
Field, Baltimore, the MD ANG was authorized 
to organize a new unit which received federal 
recognition on 10 September 1955. Initially, 
the 135th Air Resupply Squadron” was 
tasked with providing air transport for military 
and airborne forces, and with flying air evacu- 
ation and rescue missions. For these tasks it 
first received three Curtiss C-46D's and four 
Grumman HU-16B’s. Redesignated the 135th 
Troop Carrier Squadron in October 1958, the 
unit remained at Harbor Field until April 1960, 
when it was transferred to the Glenn L. Martin 
Airport. 


The squadron became part of the federally 
recognized 135th Troop Carrier Group on 12 
January 1962 and, at that time, was equipped 


pe~ 


with twelve Grumman HU-16B's. Eighteen 
months later it was redesignated 135th Air 
Commando Squadron/Group and in August 
1963 added six Helio U-10A Couriers to its in- 
ventory. During a two-year period from August 
1965, these U-10A’s were replaced by de 
Havilland U-6A Beavers as the Couriers were 
needed in Southeast Asia by the USAF. The 
U-10A's were returned to the 135th in August 
1967 and, equipped with these aircraft and 
with HU-16B's, the unit changed designation 
to 135th SOS/SOG one year later. Converting 
to Cessna O-2A's in the spring of 1971, the 
TAC-gained unit was redesignated the 135th 
TASS/TASG in June 1971. 


On 1 April 1977 the unit became MAC- 
gained with de Havilland C-7B mission aircraft, 
and was designated the 135th TAS/135th 


aad 


A Curtiss C-46D-15-CU of the 135th Troop Carrier Squadron. Brian R. Baker 


TAG. Finally, it received the first of its current 
aircraft, the Lockheed C-130B, in October 
1980. 


Lockheed C-130B of the 135th TAS warms up for bad weather mission. 


René Francillon Collection 


136th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
107th Fighter Interceptor Group 
New York ANG 


The forerunner of the 136th FIS was the 
482nd Bombardment Squadron (Dive) which 
had been activated in August 1943 and 
redesignated as the 503rd Fighter Squadron 
in May 1944. Assigned to the 339th Fighter 
Group, Eighth Air Force, it flew P-51D’s in the 
ETO during the last year of World War Two 
prior to being inactivated and allotted to the 


Guard as the 136th Fighter Squadron (SE). 
Equipped with Republic F-47D’s and based at 
NAS Niagara Falls, this unit was granted fed- 
eral recognition on 8 December 1948. After 
moving to the Niagara Falls Municipal Airport 
in the fall of 1950, the 136th was placed on 
active duty at its home base for a twenty-one 
month period beginning on 1 March 1951. 
Back as an ANG unit, the 136th FIS was re- 
equipped with North American F-51H’'s in 
late 1952 and with Lockheed F-94B'’s in 
January 1954. 
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A McDonnell F-101B of the 136th FIS/107th FIG. Don Spering 


Upon converting to North American 
F-86H's in October 1957, the Niagara Falls 
unit became the 136th TFS. Still as a TAC- 
gained unit, the 136th TFS converted to 
North American F-100C’s in August 1960 and 
retained these Super Sabres for almost 
eleven years. The squadron was called to ac- 
tive duty during the Berlin Crisis, when it 
served at its home base from 1 October 1961 
until August 1962, and the Pueblo Crisis. 
During this third period of activation, the unit 
remained at its home base for five months, 


beginning on 26 January 1968, prior to de- and returned to state control. Beginning in been ADC-gained as the 136th FIS/107th 
ployment to Tuy Hoa AB, Vietnam. On 11 April 1971, the unit converted to McDonnell FIG. Its FY82 conversion to F-4C will mark 
June 1969, the 136th TFS was deactivated F-101B’s and, since 15 June 1971, it has the final phase-out of the F-101. 


Lockheed F-94B-1-LO of the 136th Fighter Squadron at Niagara Falls. ny ane 


137th Tactical Air Support Squadron been equipped with Cessna O-2A’s since April 1971. 
105th Tactical Air Support Group 
New York ANG 


After flying combat operations with P-51D’s 
as part of the 339th Fighter Group, Eighth Air 
Force, the 504th Fighter Squadron was allot- 
ted to the New York Guard as the 137th 
Fighter Squadron (SE). Equipped with Re- 
public F-47D’s, the new unit received federal 
recognition at White Plains on 24 June 1948. 
Its designation was changed to 137th FIS on 
1 September 1952 after it exchanged its 
Thunderbolts for F-51H’s. Converting to 
F-94A/B’s in June 1953, the unit remained an 
interceptor squadron until 1 May 1958. At that 
time, with F-86H’s as mission aircraft, it be- 
came the 137th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 
105th Tactical Fighter Group. 

Beginning in February 1961, when the unit 
was reorganized as the 137th Aeromedical 
Transport Squadron, and continuing through 
the end of the sixties, the 137th served in the 
air transport role. Then equipped with Boeing 
Stratofreighters, it had its designation 
successively changed to Air Transport 
Squadron and to Military Airlift Squadron. In 
March 1970 the present designation and duty 
were adopted and Cessna U-3A’s were deli- 
vered as interim mission aircraft. TAC- 
gained, the 137th TASS/105th TASG has 


For nine years the White Plains unit served in the transport role and was equipped with Boeing 
Stratofreighters, including this C-97G. wy ane 
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138th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
174th Tactical Fighter Wing 
New York ANG 


Following the end of World War Two, the 
505th Fighter Squadron, 339th Fighter Group, 
Eighth Air Force was inactivated and allotted 
to the Guard. Redesignated as the 138th 


Fighter Squadron (SE), it became the first 
tactical squadron to be organized within New 
York State and was federally recognized on 
28 October 1947. Due to a lack of facilities, 
however, the 138th did not receive its Repub- 
lic P-47D’s until March 1948. Beginning in 
January 1950, the unit converted to Republic 
F-84B’s but, in the fall of that year, these 
Thunderjets were replaced by propeller- 
driven North American F-51H’s. Equipped 
with Mustangs, the unit was alerted during 
the Korean War but was not called to active 


duty. In March 1953, the 138th became one 
of the first two Guard units to begin runway 
alert status for the Air Defense Command, a 


On a visit to Andrews AFB, MD, in 1967 this F-86H-10-NH of the 138th TFS 
bears on its wing tanks the unit's nickname. Clay Jansson via Cloud 9 Photography 


duty which it performed with F-51H’s from its 
home base at Hancock Field, Syracuse. 
Seven months later the 138th FIS converted 
to Lockheed F-94B's. 


Receiving its first F-86H's in December 
1957, the unit was fully converted to the new 
type by the summer of 1958 when it became 
TAC-gained as the 138th TFS/107th TFG. 
Three years later the 138th TFS was called to 
active duty during the Berlin Crisis and, within 
one month from being activated on 1 October 
1961, the unit and its F-86H’s were deployed 
to Phalsbourg AB, France, where they served 
until return to state control on 20 August 
1962. The Pueblo Crisis saw the 138th TFS 
being called back to active duty from 13 May 
to 20 December 1968 when it operated a for- 
ward air controller school and combat crew 
training school at Cannon AFB, NM. 


From late 1970 until the summer of 1979, 
the 138th TFS/174th TFG flew Cessna 
A-37B's. During FY79, the 174th TFG was in- 
activated and the TAC-gained 138th TFS 


began reporting directly to the newly or- 
ganized 174th TFW. At the same time the 
“Boys from Syracuse” became the third ANG 
unit to receive A-10A’s. 


Cessna A-37B's were used as mission aircraft by the 138th TFS between 
1970 and 1979. via Cloud 9 Photography 


139th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
109th Tactical Airlift Group 
New York ANG 


Operating ski-equipped Lockheed C-130D's 
and stationed at the Schenectady Airport, the 
MAC-gained 138th TAS/109th TAG is respon- 
sible for providing air transportation and 


emergency relief in support of USAF and ANG 
operations in the Arctic/Antarctic regions. 
Heir to the 303rd Fighter Squadron, 337th 


Fighter Group, which had served between 
1942 and 1944 as an operational/replacement 
training unit in the southern United States, the 
139th Fighter Squadron (SE) was federally 
recognized on 18 November 1948. Converting 
in 1951 from its original Republic F-47D's to 
North American F-51H’s, the Schenectady unit 
was redesignated as the 139th FIS in 1952. In 
keeping with its new role, the 139th was as- 
signed missile and radar equipped Lockheed 
F-94B’s in 1954 and two years later the 


squadron became part of the newly recog- 
nized 109th FIG. Beginning in the spring of 
1957, however, the Starfires were replaced by 
North American F-86H’s and the squadron and 
group became TAC-gained as the 139th TFS/ 
109th TFG. 

A change to the transport role was initiated 
in January 1960 when Boeing C-97A’s were 
assigned to the 139th ATS/109th ATG (later 
139th MAS/109th MAG). With these aircraft, 
the unit was placed on active duty from 1 Oc- 


Lockheed Starfires (two F-94B-1-LO’s flanking an F-94B-5-LO) of the 139th FIS. ny anc 
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tober 1961 until 31 August 1962, during the 
Berlin Crisis. The Stratofreighters remained in 
service for more than eleven years until re- 
placed by Hercules beginning in March 1971. 
During the summer of 1975 the original C- 
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A ski-equipped Lockheed C-130D of the 139th TAS taking off against a rugged fjord background. ny ane 


130A’s were replaced by ski/wheel-equipped 
C-130D's. With these aircraft the unit began 


its new task of supporting and resupplying the 
Arctic DEW line. 
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140th Military Airlift Squadron 
168th Military Airlift Group 
Pennsylvania ANG 


To make use of the personnel and facilities 
made available by the inactivation of the 
148th Fighter-Bomber Squadron, the Penn- 
sylvania ANG organized a new unit at Read- 
ing. Designated the 140th Aeromedical 
Transport Squadron (Medium) and federally 
recognized on 1 May 1956, this unit was 
equipped with Curtiss C-46D’s which could 
be operated from the relatively short runway 
at Spaatz Field. In September 1957, the 
squadron's designation was changed from 
(Medium) to (Light) and in April of 1958 the 
unit began flying Fairchild C-119J’s. Three 


years later, in anticipation of its re-equipment 
with four-engined aircraft, the 140th moved to 
nearby Olmsted AFB where the parent 168th 
Aeromedical Transport Group was federally 
recognized in 1962 and conversion to Lock- 
heed C-121C's was made. These Super Con- 


stellations were retained until 16 September 
1967 when, together with personnel and facil- 
ities of the 140th, they were transferred to the 
newly organized 193rd TEWS/TEWG. On that 
date, the 140th MAS/168th MAG ceased to 
exist. 


Fairchild MC-119J of the 140th Aeromedical Transport Squadron. Brian R. Baker 


The final mission aircraft assigned to the 140th Military Airlift Squadron was the Lockheed C-121C. pa 
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141st Tactical Fighter Squadron 
108th Tactical Fighter Wing 
New Jersey ANG 


The second ANG squadron in the State of 
New Jersey was federally recognized on 26 
May 1949 and was the heir of the 341st 
Fighter Squadron which had flown combat 
operations with P-47D’s and P-51D’s as part 
of the 348th Fighter Group, Fifth Air Force 
between July 1943 and August 1945. Desig- 
nated 141st Fighter Squadron (SE) and 
based at Mercer Airport, Trenton, the new 
unit was initially equipped with Republic 
F-47D’s. Ordered on 1 March 1951 for 
twenty-one months of active duty during the 
Korean War, the 141st was first assigned to 
SAC and based at Turner AFB, GA; however, 
on 16 November 1951 it was transferred to 
TAC with which it was stationed at Godman 


AFB, KY. Upon being returned to state con- 
trol on 1 December 1952, the 141st Fighter- 
Bomber Squadron was re-equipped with 
North American F-51H’s and was assigned to 
McGuire AFB, NJ. Jet conversion was under- 
taken during the summer of 1955 when, as 
the 141st FIS, the unit received North Ameri- 
can F-86E’s. Less than three years later the 
squadron converted to Republic F-84F’s with 
which it was assigned a dual interceptor/nu- 
clear strike mission as the 141st FIS (Special 
Delivery). However, later in 1958 the FIS 
designation was replaced by the more appro- 
priate Tactical Fighter Squadron designation. 

With Thunderstreaks, the unit was called 
back to active duty on 1 October 1961 and, 
shortly thereafter, flew its aircraft across the 
Atlantic to take station at Chaumont AB, 
France, as part of the all-ANG 7108th Tacti- 
cal Fighter Wing. Released from active duty 


on 17 August 1962, and having left its 
F-84F’s in France for use by the 366th TFW, 
USAFE, it was necessary for the 141st to 
convert to North American F-86H's. This con- 
version was accompanied by a change to 
group status and the 108th TFG was federally 
recognized on 15 October 1962. 

Less than two years after converting to 
F-86H’s, the 141st TFS/108th TFG became 
the first ANG unit to be assigned Republic 
Thunderchiefs when the first of its F-105B’s 
was received in April 1964. TAC-gained and 
still flying F-105B's, the 141st TFS began re- 
porting directly to the 108th TFW when the 
co-located 108th TFG was inactivated on 9 
December 1974. 

With the same gaining command, mission 
and designation, the McGuire AFB unit con- 
verted to McDonnell F-4D's during FY81. 
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F-47D of the 141st Fighter Squadron (SE) at Mercer Airport, Trenton, in the late forties. nu anc 


In April 1964 the 141st TFS became the first ANG squadron to receive Thunderchiefs. Five 141st F-105B’s are seen here at McGuire AFB. ny anc 


142nd Tactical Airlift Squadron 
166th Tactical Airlift Group 
Delaware ANG 


The Delaware ANG was first organized on 
6 September 1946 when the 142nd Fighter 
Squadron (SE), the heir of the 342nd Fighter 
Squadron, was federally recognized. From 


June 1943 until VJ-Day, the 342nd had flown 
P-47’s and P-51's in New Guinea, the Philip- 
pines and le Shima as part of the 348th 
Fighter Group, Fifth Air Force. 


Converting from Republic P-47N's, its initial 


SP ee eee 
North American T-6G-NG trainer of the 142nd Fighter-Bomber Squadron. ve anc 


mission aircraft, to Republic F-84C’s in Feb- 
ruary 1950, the 142nd Fighter Squadron (Jet) 
was called to active duty during the Korean 
War for a period of twenty-one months be- 
tween 1 February 1951 and 31 October 1952. 
During most of that time it was based at New 
Castle County Airport, DE, where in Sep- 
tember 1951 it was re-equipped with Lock- 
heed F-94B’s. Redesignated 142nd Fighter- 
Bomber Squadron upon being returned to 
state control, the unit was assigned North 
American F-51H's. However, from March 
1954 the 142nd FIS went back to jets with 
North American F-86A’s being progressively 


supplemented by F-86E’s. On 10 November 
1958, by which tme it was flying 
F-86H’s, the unit was renamed the 142nd 
TFS and reassigned from ADC-gained to 
TAC-gained status. 

Switching to the transport mission and re- 
equipped with Boeing C-97F/G's, the 142nd 
Air Transport Squadron became part of the 
166th Air Transport Group which had been 
federally recognized on 7 April 1962. Stratof- 
reighters soldiered on until May 1971 when 
Lockheed C-130A's were received by the pre- 
sent 142nd TAS/166th TAG at the Greater 
Wilmington Airport. 
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Lockheed C-130A of the 142nd TAS. Shortly after this photograph was taken this aircraft was transferred to the VNAF. via Cloud 9 Photography 


143rd Tactical Airlift Squadron 
143rd Tactical Airlift Group 
Rhode Island ANG 


A Grumman HU-16A of the 143rd Air Commando Squadron on approach to the T. F. Green Airport. 
RIANG 


A Helio U-10D-HE of the 143rd Special Operations Squadron. ri ane 
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The re-equipment of its 152nd FIS with Re- 
public F-84D’s and the impracticality of 
adapting the T. F. Green Airport to accommo- 
date jet aircraft operations left the Rhode Is- 
land ANG in a difficult situation and led to the 
transfer of its only flying squadron to the 
State of Arizona. However, a new unit 
equipped with piston-engined Curtiss C-46's 
and Grumman SA-16's was organized and, 
based at the T. F. Green Airport, received 
federal recognition on 19 November 1955 as 
the 143rd Air Resupply Squadron. Less than 


three years later the unit lost its elderly Com- 
mandoes and, equipped only with SA-16's, 
was redesignated as the 143rd Troop Carrier 
Squadron (Medium) on 10 October 1958. 
Group status was reached on 10 January 
1962 with the federal recognition of the 143rd 
Troop Carrier Group (Medium). Redesignated 
as the 143rd Air Commando Squadron/Group 
on 1 July 1963, the RI ANG units added Helio 
U-10's to their equipment. Five years later, on 
19 August 1968, the Air Commando desig- 
nation gave place to that of Special Opera- 


tions Squadron/Group. Retaining U-10's, the 
143rd SOS/SOG substituted Fairchild 
C-119G/L's for its Grumman HU-16’s begin- 
ning in September 1971. The 143rd TAS 
143rd TAG designations were adopted on 4 
October 1975 when Lockheed C-130A's re- 
placed the C-119/U-10 combination in these 
MAC-gained units. On 15 April 1980 the RI 
ANG headquarters and the 143rd TAG were 
relocated at the Quonset State Airport; on 
1 July of that year the 143rd TAS joined them 
at this base. 


144th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
176th Tactical Airlift Group 
Alaska ANG 


In November 1952, more than six years be- 
fore Alaska became the 49th state in the 
Union, the 8144th Air Base Squadron was or- 
ganized at Elmendorf AFB as the first ANG 
unit in the Territory of Alaska. Three months 
later this unit received its first aircraft, a North 
American T-6G, to begin crew training while 
the first mission unit of the Alaska ANG was 
being organized. The 144th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron was extended federal recognition 
on 1 July 1953 but it did not receive its first 
operational aircraft, Lockheed F-80C Shoot- 
ing Stars, until the spring of 1954. 

Less than a year after receiving its 
F-80C's, the 144th Fighter-Bomber Squadron 
moved from Elmendorf AFB to the Anchorage 


International Airport where this squadron has 
been based ever since. On 1 July 1955 the 
unit exchanged its F-80C’s for North Ameri- 
can F-86E’s and was redesignated as the 
144th Fighter Interceptor Squadron. Mission 
aircraft and unit designation remained un- 
changed for two years but, on 1 July 1957, 
the 144th was re-equipped with Douglas C-47 
twin-engined transport aircraft and was 
redesignated the 144th Air Transport Squad- 
ron (Light). The unit became the 144th Air 
Transport Squadron (Medium) exactly three 
years later when it was re-equipped with Fair- 
child C-123J Providers powered by two R- 
2800 reciprocating engines and fitted with 
two J44 auxiliary turbojets in wing-tip nacel- 
les. This unit is the only ANG squadron to 
have used the Douglas C-47 and the Fair- 
child C-123 as mission aircraft. 

Group status was reached on 1 April 1969 


F-80C-10-LO of the 144th Fighter-Bomber Squadron taxiing downs the street during the 1954 Anchorage Fur “Rhondyvouz.” (. . . a rather unique spelling 
for the French “rendez-vous” . . .). AK ANG 
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when federal recognition was extended to the Squadron. Still designated 144th TAS/176th unit exchanged its C-123J’s for C-130E’s dur- 
ing FY76. The unit’s aircraft will be upgraded 
during FY84 when new C-130H's will replace 


its present C-130E’s. 


176th Tactical Airlift Group, the flying squad- 
ron then becoming the 144th Tactical Airlift 


TAG and based at Kulis ANG Base, Anchor- 
age International Airport, this MAC-gained 


145th Air Refueling Squadron 
160th Air Refueling Group 
Ohio ANG 


After the transfer of the 112th FIS to To- 
ledo, the Ohio ANG organized at the Akron- 
Canton Municipal Airport a new unit cadred 
by veterans of the 112th. Equipped with Cur- 
tiss C-46D’s and initially designated the 145th 
Air Transport Squadron (Medium), the new 
unit received federal recognition on 17 March 


146th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
112th Tactical Fighter Group 
Pennsylvania ANG 


Activated in England in preparation for Op- 
eration Torch, the 345th Fighter Squadron, 
350th Fighter Group, flew combat operations 
in the MTO from November 1942 until VE- 
Day. It was then allotted to the Guard in 
which, as the 146th Fighter Squadron (SE), it 
was extended federal recognition on 18 June 
1948. Since that date the unit has been 
based at the Greater Pittsburgh Airport and 
has never been called to active duty. Its initial 
mission aircraft were Republic F-47N’s but in 
June 1951 it converted to North American 
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Creek Party deployment: a KC-97L of 145th ARS at Rhein-Main AB. Lionel Pau! via Cloud 9 Photography 


1956. It was redesignated the 145th Aero- 
medical Transport Squadron (Light) in Feb- 
tuary 1957 and, shortly thereafter, was re- 
equipped with Fairchild C-119J's. 


The present mission was assigned on 8 
July 1961 when the parent 160th ARG was 
federally recognized and the 145th ARS was 
moved to Clinton County AFB. Although not 
equipped for air refueling, the C-119J’s were 


retained until February 1962. Since then the 
145th ARS/160th ARG has been equipped 
with Boeing KC-97F/G's (1962-1965), jet- 
augmented KC-97L’s (from March 1965), and 
KC-135A's (from April 1975). In September 
1971, the unit was moved from Clinton 


County AFB to its present station at Lock- 
bourne AFB, which was renamed Ricken- 
backer AFB in May 1974. Previously TAC- 
gained, the 145th ARS/160th ARG became 
SAC-gained after converting to KC-135A’s. 


Touchdown: LTV A-7D-10-CV of the 146th TFS at Nellis AFB. Peter J. Mancus/Cloud 9 Photography 


F-51H’s with which it provided air defense for 
the eastern United States. Jet conversion 
was effected in late 1954 when the unit was 
re-equipped with Republic F-84F’s. Three 
years later, as the 146th FIS, it converted to 


all-weather North American Sabres with the 
F-86D's being progressively replaced with 


F-86L’s. In turn, the Sabres were exchanged 
for Convair F-102A’s in 1960. Finally, in April 


1975, the unit switched from ADC-gained to 
TAC-gained status when Vought A-7D’s were 


assigned as mission aircraft to the 146th 
TFS/112th TFG. 


147th Air Refueling Squadron 
171st Air Refueling Wing 
Pennsylvania ANG 


Federally recognized on 22 April 1949, the 
147th Fighter Squadron initially flew Republic 
F-47N’s from the Greater Pittsburgh Airport 
as the heir of the 346th Fighter Squadron, 
350th Fighter Group, Twelfth Air Force. Like 
its sister unit in Pittsburgh, the 146th Fighter 
Squadron, the 147th was not called to active 
duty during the Korean War but, re-equipped 
with North American F-51H's in June 1951, it 
provided air defense for the eastern United 
States. As the 147th FIS it converted to Re- 
public F-84F’s in late 1954 and to North 
American F-86D/L's in early 1958. 


The similar histories of the two Pittsburgh- 
based units diverged in May 1961 when the 


147th received Fairchild C-119J’s and be- 
came an Aeromedical Transport Squadron. 
Retaining this mission, the unit converted to 
Lockheed C-121G’s in 1963 and on 16 Feb- 
ruary 1964 became the flying squadron of the 
171st Aeromedical Transport Group. Subse- 
quently the aeromedical specialization gave 
place to general transport duties and, be- 
tween 13 May 1968 and 12 December 1969, 
the 147th MAS/171st MAG was placed on ac- 
tive duty to supplement the overtaxed capa- 
bility of the Military Airlift Command. The 
unit's mission was again changed three years 
later when, on 4 October 1972, the 147th 
ARS/171st ARG became an air refueling unit 
with Boeing KC-97L’s. Becoming SAC-gained 
on 1 July 1976, the 147th ARS commenced 
conversion to Boeing KC-135A’s in July 1977 
and later began reporting directly to the 171st 
ARW. 


In late 1954 three squadrons of the PA ANG became the first Guard units to fly Republic Thunderstreaks. The F-84F-20-RE illustrated was operated by the 


147th FIS. Jim Sullivan via Cloud 9 Photography 
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Supporting the A-7D of the 146th TFS during a Red Flag exercise, a KC-135A of the 147th ARS lands at Nellis AFB. Peter Mancus/Cloud 9 Photography 


148th Fighter-Bomber Squadron 
Pennsylvania ANG 


Inheriting the history and tradition of the 
347th Fighter Squadron, which was or- 
ganized in England in October 1942 and flew 
P-39's, P-38’s and P-47's in the MTO as part 
of the 350th Fighter Group, Twelfth Air Force, 
the 148th Fighter Squadron (SE) became on 
27 February 1947 the first squadron in the 
Pennsylvania Guard to receive federal recog- 
nition after World War Two. Based at Spaatz 


North American F-51H's of the 148th Fighter-Bomber Squadron at Spaatz Field, Reading, PA in the 
summer of 1953. usar 


Field, Reading, the 148th Fighter Squadron 
was initially equipped with Republic P-47D's 
but converted to North American F-51D's in 
July 1950. Activated for twenty-one months 


(1 February 1951—31 October 1952) during 
the Korean War, the 148th was transferred to 
Dover AFB, DE, where it converted succes- 
sively to North American F-86A’s and Lock- 


heed F-94B's. After returning to Spaatz Field 
under state control, the unit again was 
equipped with F-51D's until late in 1955. As 
its base could not be upgraded for jet opera- 


tions, the 148th Fighter-Bomber Squadron 
was inactivated and was replaced in the ros- 
ter of the Pennsylvania ANG by the 140th 
Aeromedical Transport Squadron (Medium). 


149th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
192nd Tactical Fighter Group 
Virginia ANG 


Stationed at Byrd Field, Sandston, the 
149th TFS/192nd TFG, equipped with LTV- 
Vought A-7D’s and a TAC-gained unit, is the 
heir of the 328th Fighter Squadron which, 
after flying P-47’s and P-51’s with the Eighth 
Air Force in Europe, was deactivated and al- 
lotted to the National Guard. As the 149th 
Fighter Squadron (SE), and equipped with 
Republic P-47D's, the unit was federally rec- 
ognized on 21 June 1947. 

As part of the ANG contribution to the 
USAF build-up during the Korean War, the 
149th Fighter Squadron was placed on active 
duty on 1 March 1951. Assigned first to SAC 
and then to TAC, it operated successively 
from Turner AFB, GA, and from Godman 
AFB, KY, until returned to state control on 
1 December 1952. At that time, while still fly- 
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Republic F-47D-35-RA of the 149th Fighter Squadron (SE) photographed shortly after this unit had 


received Federal Recognition. va anc 


Two F-84F's of the 149th TFS at Byrd Field, Sandston, on 12 February 1961. Frank C. Hartman via AAHS 


ing Thunderbolts, it was redesignated 149th 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron. This designation, 
however, gave place to 149th Bombardment 
Squadron (Light) when, in November 1953, 
the mission aircraft became Douglas B-26’s. 

The change to jets brought about a period 
of uncertainty for the unit as it went through 
three changes in designation (to 149th FIS on 
15 June 1957, 149th TRS on 10 April 1958, 
and back to 149th FIS on 14 June 1958) and, 


while retaining Invaders as its main equip- 
ment, it was tentatively assigned North Amer- 
ican F-86E’s (only three aircraft received), 
one Martin RB-57B, and Republic F-84F’s. Fi- 


nally, the last type replaced the B-26’s and on 
10 November 1958 the unit was redesignated 
the 149th Tactical Fighter Squadron (SD). 
Three years later the 149th TFS was mobil- 
ized during the Berlin Crisis and, in active 


1961 
1962, it continued to fly Thunderstreaks from 
its home station. 


duty between October and August 


Group status was achieved on 15 October 
1962 when the 192nd Tactical Fighter Group 
received federal recognition. The 149th TFS/ 
192nd TFG began its conversion to F-105D's 
in January 1971. Eleven years later, during 
FY82, it converted to A-7D's. 


150th Air Refueling Squadron 
170th Air Refueling Group 
New Jersey ANG 


The transfer of both the 108th Tactical 
Fighter Wing and associated units to McGuire 
AFB and of the 119th TFS/177th TFG to At- 
lantic City left the major urban center at 
Newark without an ANG unit. Accordingly, to 
make use of trained personnel in the area, 
the New Jersey ANG organized the 150th 
Aeromedical Transport Squadron (Light) at 
the Newark Airport. Equipped with Curtiss 
C-46D’s, the new unit was extended federal 
recognition on 1 February 1956. Two years 
later, while retaining its mission, the squad- 
ron converted to Fairchild MC-119J’s. 

In late 1961, the 150th ATS was re- 
equipped with Lockheed C-121C’s and two 
years later the unit, now classified as an Air 
Transport Squadron (Heavy), reached group 
status with the activation on 18 January 1964 
of the 170th Air Transport Group. In July 
1965, the 150th ATS/170th ATG moved from 
Newark Airport to McGuire AFB where, in De- 
cember 1969, it was again assigned the aero- 
medical airlift mission. After converting in 


For four years the 150th TAS was equipped with C-7B-DH's. These aircraft were transferred to the 


June 1973 from C-121C/G’s to de Havilland 
C-7A/B STOL transports, the unit became the 
150th TAS/170th TAG. Still based at McGuire 


135th TAS, MD ANG, in the spring of 1977. Lionel Pau! via Cloud 9 Photography 


A Fairchild MC-119J of the 150th Aeromedical Transport Squadron. pa anc 


AFB, the unit acquired its present designation 
and mission on 1 April 1977 when it became 
SAC-gained with its Boeing KC-135A's. 
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151st Air Refueling Squadron 
134th Air Refueling Group 
Tennessee ANG 


The second youngest Guard squadron re- 
ceived federal recognition on 15 December 
1957 at the McGhee Tyson Airport in Knox- 
ville. Initially designated the 151st FIS/134th 
FIG and equipped with North American 
F-86D’s, the unit was assigned daylight run- 
way alert duty beginning in January 1959. 
One year later its original F-86D's were re- 


152nd Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
Rhode Island ANG 


Activated on 13 October 1939 at Hillsgrove, 
RI, the 152nd Observation Squadron was the 
second of ten additional squadrons formed in 
the National Guard beginning during Fiscal 
Year 1940. Equipped with Douglas O-38’s 
and North American O-47’s and BC-1A’s, the 
unit was called to active duty on 25 
November 1940. For the next four years it 
flew a variety of single- and twin-engined air- 
craft on antisubmarine patrol and other sup- 
port roles from bases in the eastern and 
southeastern United States. During this 
period its numerical designation remained un- 
changed but it was successively reclassified 
as a Reconnaissance Squadron (Bombard- 
ment), Reconnaissance Squadron (Fighter) 
and Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron. On 
9 October 1943, however, the unit became 
the 37th Photographic Mapping Squadron 
and was assigned to the 69th Tactical Recon- 
naissance Group. A final wartime change in 
designation took place on 29 March 1944. 
Renamed the 37th Photographic Reconnais- 
sance Squadron and equipped with Lockheed 
F-5's, the squadron was assigned to the 5th 
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Receiving Federal Recognition on 15 December 1957, the 151st FIS was initially equipped with North 
American F-86D’s. sili Curry. Isham via Cloud 9 Photography 


placed with improved F-86L’s and, in July 
1960, the 151st FIS converted to Lockheed 
F-104A/B supersonic interceptors. With its 
Starfighters, the 151st assumed in January 
1961 an ADC 24-hour alert commitment. 
Later that year the 151st FIS became one of 
thirty-one ANG squadrons to be called up 
during the Berlin Crisis. On active duty from 
1 November 1961 until 15 August 1962, the 
unit was transferred to Ramstein AB, Ger- 
many, where it set an all-time USAFE record 
for jet fighters by flying 836 hours in a single 
month. Back under state control, the 151st 


ee! 


A North American F-51H of the 152nd FIS running up its engine at the T. 


FIS was forced in March 1963 to transfer its 
Lockheed F-104A/B’s back to the USAF and 
for the next thirteen months it flew Convair 
F-102A's. 

Effective on 18 April 1964, the unit became 
a TAC-gained air refueling squadron 
equipped with Boeing KC-97G’s. Its tankers 
were upgraded to the jet-augmented KC-97L 
configuration in March 1965 and these air- 
craft remained in service until 1976. The 
151st ARS/134th ARG became SAC-gained 
on 1 July 1976 when it began its conversion 
to the present Boeing KC-135A’s. 


s ye So 


F. Green Airport. ri anc 


In addition to its Mustang fighters, the 152nd TIS operated T-6G's in the early fifties. ni anc 


Photographic Reconnaissance Group, Fif- 
teenth Air Force, and flew combat sorties 
from Italian bases beginning in November 
1944. Deactivated on 6 November 1945, the 
37th PRS was reallotted to the RI National 


Guard as the 152nd Fighter Squadron (SE). 


Based at the T. F. Green Airport, Warwick, 
RI, the 152nd Fighter Squadron (SE) was 


federally recognized on 15 September 1948 
and flew Republic F-47D's until the summer 
of 1952. On 31 August of that year, by which 
time it had been re-equipped with North 
American F-51D/H's, the unit was redesig- 
nated as the 152nd FIS; three months later 
this designation was changed to 152nd 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron. In July 1955 the 
unit, again designated as the 152nd FIS, re- 
ceived Republic F-84D's. However, as its 


base was not suitable for jet operations, it 
was forced to operate an unpractical split- 
base system with its Thunderjets being 
housed and maintained at Bradley Field, CT. 
As this situation was not acceptable, the 
152nd FIS was transferred to the State of 
Arizona and, in exchange, the Rhode Island 
ANG was authorized to activate at the T. F. 
Green Airport the 143rd Air Resupply Squad- 
ron equipped with piston-engined aircraft. 


152nd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
162nd Tactical Fighter Group 
Arizona ANG 


Following the re-equipment of the 152nd 
FIS with Thunderjets, the Rhode Island ANG 
was unable to retain this unit due to the lack 
of airfields suitable for jet operations and, on 
19 November 1955, the unit was deactivated. 
Reallotted to the State of Arizona, the 152nd 
FIS received North American F-86A's at the 
Tucson International Airport and was ex- 
tended federal recognition on 18 May 1956. A 
year later, the unit became a Tactical Fighter 
Squadron upon re-equipping with Republic 
F-84F’s. The Thunderstreaks were in turn re- 
tained for just over a year as, during the sum- 
mer of 1958, the unit obtained North Ameri- 
can F-100A’s and was again designated as 
the 152nd FIS. Effective on 15 June of that 
year group status was achieved as the 152nd 
FIS became the flying squadron of the 162nd 
FIG. Conversion to Convair F-102A’s was ef- 
fected in February 1966. 

On 16 September 1969 a mission change 
resulted in the adoption of the present desig- 
nations when the Tucson unit was tasked 
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Convair F-102A-55-CO of the 152nd FIS at Davis-Monthan AFB on 13 March 1967. ciay Jansson via Cloud 9 


Photography 


with the responsibility of training F-100 crews 
for the TAC and ANG. For this purpose the 
mission aircraft became the North American 
Super Sabre, with F-100F’s being 
supplemented initially with F-100C’s and then 
with F-100D’s. The mission, designations and 
gaining command (TAC) remained un- 


The first Super Sabres to be operated by the Tuscon Guard unit, then designated the 152nd FIS, were 
F-100A’s. Later the 152nd flew F-100C’'s, F-100D's and F-100F'S. via Cloud 3 Photography 


changed as, beginning during FY77, the 
Super Sabres progressively gave place to 
LTV A-7D’s. Continuing to be responsible for 
training of A-7D crews, the 152nd TFS is 
classified as a Replacement Training Unit 
and has now added two-seat A-7K’s to its 
inventory. 
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153rd Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
186th Tactical Reconnaissance Group 
Mississippi ANG 


Activated at 


Key Field, 
27 September 1939, the 153rd Observation 


Meridian, on 


Squadron, Mississippi NG, was initially 
equipped with Douglas O-38E’s. Less than 
thirteen months later it was ordered to active 
service, initially at its home base. In De- 
cember 1941, after exchanging its initial 
equipment for North American O-47’s, Stin- 
son O-49’s and Curtiss O-52’s, it was as- 
signed an antisubmarine role with missions 
being flown from Bluethenthal Field, NC; Key 
Field, MS; and Esler Field, LA; until August 
1942. As part of the 67th Observation Group, 
it was then transferred to England where it 
flew a mix of aircraft including A-20's, L-4’s, 
P-51’s and Spitfires in the tactical reconnais- 
sance and liaison roles until 1944. Redesig- 
nated the 153rd Liaison Squadron on 31 May 
1943, the unit was progressively re-equipped 
with Stinson L-5’s with which it moved to 
France on 18 June 1944, less than two 
weeks after the allied landing in Normandy. 
The 153rd flew its L-5’s in support of ground 
operations in northern Europe until the end of 
the war. 

Inactivated on 15 December 1945, the 
153rd Liaison Squadron was reorganized in 
the Mississippi Guard. Again based at Key 
Field, but equipped with Republic P-47N’s, it 
was federally recognized on 12 September 
1946 as the 153rd Fighter Squadron (SE). 
Still equipped with Thunderbolts, it was called 
to active duty on 1 March 1951 as an escort 


Ex-153rd TRS RF-84F-30-RE in the boneyard at Davis-Monthan AFB. Brian R. Baker 
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Lockheed T-33A-1-LO bearing beneath its windshield insignia of the 153rd Squadron. Brian R. Baker 


squadron assigned to SAC. Transferred to 
TAC as the 153rd Fighter-Bomber Squadron, 
it was then based at Turner AFB, GA, from 
December 1951 until returned to state control 
on 27 November 1952. At that time the unit 
was assigned its reconnaissance role and be- 
came the 153rd Tactical Reconnaissance 
Squadron. To fulfill this new mission, the 
squadron was first equipped with North Amer- 
ican RF-51D’s in December 1952 and then 
converted to Lockheed RF-80A’s in June 
1955. During the period October 1956 to 
March 1958, the 153rd moved its aircraft 
maintenance and air operations to Gulfport, 
MS, while the runways and facilities at its 


home base were repaired and enlarged. 
While at Gulfport, the unit received new RF- 
84F's directly from Republic’s assembly lines. 
Equipped with these aircraft, the 153rd TFS 
served on active duty at its home station from 
1 October 1961 until 20 August 1962. 


In November 1970, the unit received the 
first of its McDonnell RF-101C Voodoos, an 
aircraft which it operated until the fall of 1978. 
The TAC-gained 153rd TRS/186th TRG 
began conversion to its present mission air- 
craft, the McDonnell RF-4C, in September 
1978. It phased out the last RF-101 in AF/ 
ANG service on 13 January 1979. 
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154th Air Refueling Squadron 
189th Air Refueling Group 
Arkansas ANG 


The lineage of the present SAC-gained air 
refueling unit of the Arkansas ANG can be 
traced back to the 154th Aero Squadron 
which, following its organization at Kelly 
Field, TX, on 8 December 1917, repaired and 
maintained AEF aircraft in England and 
France during 1918. Demobilized in February 
1919, the unit re-emerged on 24 October 
1925 as the 154th Observation Squadron, 
Corps Aviation, Arkansas National Guard. 
Based at Little Rock and initially equipped 
mainly with Curtiss Jennies, it successively 
used Douglas O-2’s and O-38's, and North 
American O-47’s as primary mission aircraft 
with Consolidated PT-1’s and Douglas BT-1’s 
serving as trainers. On 16 September 1940, 
the 154th Observation Squadron became one 
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of the first four air units of the National Guard 
to be called to active duty. Assigned to the 
Eighth Corps Area, the squadron took its O- 
38's and O-47’s, soon supplemented by Stin- 
son O-49’s, to Post Field, OK. After the 
United States’ entry into the war, the 154th 
flew antisubmarine patrols from airfields in 
Florida, Georgia and North Carolina until 
alerted to move to England en route to North 
Africa. Equipped with Douglas A-20’s, the 
unit arrived in Algeria on 16 November 1942 
to provide antisubmarine patrols in the North 
African theater of operations. Redesignated 
the 154th Reconnaissance Squadron 
(Fighter) on 13 November 1943, it operated a 
motley collection of Bell P-39’s, Lockheed 
P-38's and F-4’s, and North American P-51's. 
In February 1944, equipped solely with 
P-38's and assigned to the Fifteenth Air 
Force, the unit finally moved to Bari, Italy, 
where it was redesignated the 154th Weather 


Reconnaissance Squadron and flew combat 
sorties until VE-Day. Demobilized on 12 De- 
cember 1945, the 154th was again allotted to 
the Arkansas Guard. 

The Little Rock unit was extended federal 
recognition on 24 August 1946 as the 154th 
Fighter Squadron (SE), and was equipped 
with North American P-51D’s until called to 
active duty on 10 October 1950. Joining two 
Texas ANG squadrons at Langley AFB, VA, 
to form the 136th Fighter-Bomber Wing, the 
only all-ANG unit to be based in Korea during 
the war, the 154th was re-equipped with Re- 
public F-84E’s prior to moving to Itazuke AB, 
Japan, and on to Taegu AB, Korea. Returned 
to state control on 10 July 1952 and assigned 
RF-51D’s, the Arkansas ANG unit became 
the 154th Tactical Reconnaissance Squad- 
ron. The mission remained unchanged for 
more than twenty-three years but changes in 
mission aircraft occurred in December 1954, 


North American P-51D Mustangs of the 154th Fighter Squadron (SE) at Little Rock during the 
summer of 1947. AR ANG 


to Lockheed RF-80A’s; in April 1957, to Re- 
public RF-84F's; in March 1958, to Martin 
RB-57A/B’s; and in the summer of 1965, to 


155th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
164th Tactical Airlift Group 
Tennessee ANG 


At the end of World War Two the 359th 
Fighter Squadron, 356th Fighter Group, 
Eighth Air Force, was inactivated and allotted 
to the National Guard. Equipped with North 
American P-51D’'s, this unit was extended 
federal recognition on 23 December 1946 as 
the 155th Fighter Squadron (SE), Tennessee 
NG. Based at the Memphis Municipal Airport, 
the 155th was called to active duty on 1 April 
1951 and, becoming a Tactical Reconnais- 
sance Squadron equipped with RF-51D’s, it 
remained stationed in Memphis until January 
1952 when it moved to Shaw AFB, SC. Re- 
turned to state control effective 1 January 
1953, the 155th TRS was then re-equipped 
with Douglas RB-26C’'s. In April 1956 it 
underwent jet conversion and received the 
first of the Republic RF-84F’s with which it 
was equipped for five years. 

On 1 April 1961 the Memphis unit became 


McDonnell RF-101H’s. 
While serving as a tactical reconnaissance 
unit, the 154th moved from Adams Field, Lit- 


tle Rock, to the Little Rock AFB in 1962 and 
on the 15th of October of that year it became 
part of the 189th Tactical Reconnaissance 
Group, Arkansas ANG. The 154th was again 
called to active duty in 1957, when it served 
for thirty days during the Little Rock integra- 
tion crisis, and during the 1968 Pueblo Inci- 
dent, when it served from 26 January to 20 
December including a four-month deployment 
to Itazuke AB, Japan. 

Effective on 1 January 1976, the unit con- 
verted to Boeing KC-135A's and was redesig- 
nated 154th Air Refueling Squadron/189th Air 
Refueling Group. 


P-51D's of the 155th Fighter Squadron (SE) during the summer of 1947. usar 
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a Military Airlift Squadron and reached group 
status with the activation of the parent 164th 
Military Airlift Group. For the next six years 
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the 155th MAS/164th MAG 
Stratofreighters but, in May 1967, these air- 


flew Boeing 


craft were replaced by Douglas C-124C’s. 
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From 1967 until 1974 the 155th Military Airlift Squadron operated Douglas C-124C’S. via Cioud 9 Photography 


The present mission aircraft, Lockheed 
C-130A’s, were taken on strength on 1 Au- 
gust 1974 when the designations were 
changed to 155th TAS/164th TAG. 


) 
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156th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
145th Tactical Airlift Group 
North Carolina ANG 


The unit presently known as the 156th 
TAS/145th TAG, NC ANG, had its origin in 
December 1942 when the 360th Fighter 
Squadron was constituted. After training in 
the United States, this squadron moved to 
England where, as part of the 356th Fighter 
Group, Eighth Air Force, it flew combat oper- 
ations with P-47’s and P-51's until it was in- 
activated in November 1945. The squadron 
was redesignated the 156th Fighter Squadron 
(SE) in May 1946 and allotted to the National 
Guard; however, almost two years went by 
before the 156th, equipped with Republic 
F-47D's and based at Morris Field, Charlotte, 
was extended federal recognition on 15 
March 1948. Having converted to North 
American F-51D’s in December 1949, the 
156th was called to active duty on 1 October 
1951 and transferred to Godman AFB, KY. 
After converting to Republic F-84E’s, the unit 
deployed to RAF Manston, England, in 
November 1951. Back under state control on 
10 July 1952, the 156th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron resumed flying F-51D’s at the 
Douglas Municipal Airport (formerly Morris 
Field). 
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The 156th Squadron’s first Sabres, F-86A’s, were received by that unit in January 1954. nc anc 


>. o 
NORTH CAROLINA AIR GUARD. 


For four years (1967-1971) the 156th MAS/145th MAG operated Douglas C-124C's. via Cioud 9 Photography 


The unit's first North American F-86A ar- 
rived in January 1954 and marked the start of 


more than six years of Sabre operations by 
the NC ANG. During that period the original 
F-86A's were replaced by F-86E’s in October 


1957 and by all-weather F-86L’s in March 
1959, and the designation of the 156th was 
changed from Fighter-Bomber to Fighter In- 


terceptor on 1 July 1955. In January 1961, 
the NC ANG was reorganized as an aero- 


medical airlift unit (156th AAS/145th AAG) 
and was re-equipped with Fairchild C-119C’s. 
During the following year the C-119C’s were 


replaced by Lockheed C-121C’s which were 
better suited to the unit's mission. While 
equipped with Super Constellations, the unit 


became the 156th ATS/145th ATG in January 
1964 and the 156th MAS/145th MAG in Janu- 
ary 1965. From April 1967 until May 1971, 
the 156th MAS was equipped with Douglas 
C-124C's. Finally, in the spring of 1971, the 
unit converted to Lockheed C-130B’s and, 
under its present designation, became TAC- 
gained for some four years prior to becoming 
MAC-gained once again. 


157th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
169th Tactical Fighter Group 
South Carolina ANG 


Having received its first LTV A-7D’s in Oc- 
tober 1974, the flying component of the SC 
ANG was reorganized as a TAC-gained unit 
effective on 1 April 1975 when the present 
157th TFS/169th TFG designation was 
adopted. In the preceding years, following its 
federal recognition on 9 December 1946 as 
the 157th Fighter Squadron (SE), it served in 
the tactical reconnaissance and air defense 
roles. The origin of the 157th can be traced to 
the 350th Fighter Squadron which had oper- 
ated P-47D's and P-51D's as part of the 
353rd Fighter Group, Eighth Air Force during 
World War Two. 

Except for two periods of active duty, the 
SC ANG has been based at the McEntire 
ANG Base (formerly Congaree Air Base) 
since 1946. Initial mission aircraft were North 
American P-51D's; however they were re- 
placed by RF-51D's shortly after the unit was 
activated on 10 October 1950. Moving to 
Lawson AFB, GA, the unit was redesignated 
the 157th TRS and became part of the 117th 
TRG. Converting to Lockheed RF-80A’s in 
the summer of 1951, the 157th TRS was 
scheduled for deployment to Toul-Rosieres 
AB, France, but was reassigned instead to 
Moron Air Base, Spain, in January of 1952. 
Back as a SC ANG unit beginning on 10 July 
1952, the 157th FIS flew North American 
F-51H's. In 1954 it was partially converted to 
North American F-86A's; however, as an in- 
sufficient number of Sabres was available to 
the ANG, the unit's mixture of F-51H’s and F- 


Having flown RF-80A’s while on Active Duty in 1951-52, the 157th FIS flew the fighter version of the 
Shooting Star beginning in January 1955. sc ane 


A Lockheed F-104A, the Guard's first Mach 2 + aircraft, of the 157th FIS. usar 


86's was replaced in January 1955 by Lock- 
heed F-80C’s. While equipped with Shooting 
Stars, the unit reached group status on 5 
September 1957 with the organization of the 
169th FIG. Changes in mission aircraft saw 
the 157th FIS/169th FIG flying North Ameri- 
can F-86L’s from mid-1958 until February 
1960 when supersonic Lockheed F-104's 
were first received. Equipped with these Star- 
fighters, the unit was mobilized from 


1 November 1961 until 15 August 1962 and 
deployed to Ramstein AB, Germany. Convair 
F-102A's replaced the F-104A's in the spring 
of 1963 and were retained until the conver- 
sion to A-7D's. 

The SC ANG unit will become during FY83 
the first Guard unit to fly Fighting Falcons; 
these F-16A/B’s will be overhauled Block 5 
aircraft (updated to Block 10) and will contribute 
significantly to the modernization of the ANG. 


anna 


158th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
165th Tactical Airlift Group 
Georgia ANG 


Upon being allotted to the Guard in May 
1946, the 351st Fighter Squadron, which had 
flown P-47’s and P-51's in the ETO while as- 
signed to the 353rd Fighter Group, Eighth Air 
Force, was redesignated the 158th Fighter 
Squadron (SE). Equipped with Republic 


P-47N's and stationed at Chatham Field, 
Savannah, the new Georgia Guard unit was 
extended federal recognition on 13 October 
1946. Less than two years later it became 
one of the first ANG squadrons to be jet- 
equipped when it converted to Shooting Stars 
and, effective on 1 August 1948, was desig- 
nated the 158th Fighter Squadron (Jet). 
Called to active duty on 10 October 1950, 
the unit moved to George AFB, CA, where it 


was re-equipped with Republic F-84D’s as 
part of the all-ANG 116th Fighter-Bomber 
Wing. From July 1951 until May 1952, the 
158th was based at Misawa AB, Japan, and 
provided air defense for the northern portion 
of Japan. It also flew fighter escort and 
ground attack missions in Korea and used the 
then-new air refueling technique on some of 
these operations. Returned to state control 
on 10 July 1952, the 158th Fighter Interceptor 
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A Shooting Star of the GANG (158th Fighter Squadron) in 1948. ca anc 


On 1 April 1962 the Savannah unit became the 158th ATS and was re-equipped for its new mission 


with Boeing C-97F's. ca anc 


159th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
125th Fighter Interceptor Group 
Florida ANG 


Flying Delta Daggers from the Jacksonville 
International Airport, the 159th FIS/125th FIG 
is an ADC-gained unit which traces its ances- 
try to the 352nd Fighter Squadron. Assigned 
to the 353rd Fighter Group, Eighth Air Force, 
and equipped successively with P-47’s and 
P-51’s, this unit operated from English bases 
from June 1943 until VE-Day. Inactivated in 


the fall of 1945, the unit was allotted to the 
National Guard and, as the 159th Fighter 
Squadron (SE), was federally recognized on 
9 February 1947. As a Florida National Guard 
unit, it first flew North American F-51D’s from 
the Thomas Cole Municipal Airport in 
Jacksonville. 

During its second year of operations, the 
159th became one of the first Air Guard units 
to be equipped with jet aircraft. It was redes- 
ignated as the 159th Fighter Squadron (Jet) 
on 1 August 1948 but did not complete its 


Squadron was equipped with North American 
F-51H’s until reconverting a year later to 
Thunderjets. The unit's last fighter aircraft, 
swept-wing F-84F's, were obtained in March 
1957. The parent group of the 158th FIS, the 
165th Fighter Group (Air Defense), was or- 
ganized and federally recognized on 10 July 
1958. 

Effective on 1 April 1962, the mission of the 
Savannah unit was changed from air defense 
to air transport and, as the 158th ATS/165th 
ATG, it was re-equipped with Boeing C-97F's. 
Five years later it converted to Douglas 
C-124C Globemasters which soldiered on 
until 19 September 1974, when the remaining 
two C-124C’s of the 158th MAS became the 
last of these Douglas transports in USAF ser- 
vice. Since then, this MAC-gained unit, desig- 
nated the 158th TAS/165th TAG, has been 
equipped with Lockheed Hercules, with C- 
130H’s replacing C-130E’s in 1981. 


conversion to Shooting Stars until January of 
the following year. Called to active duty on 10 
October 1950, the squadron joined two other 
Guard units at George AFB, CA, to form the 
116th Fighter-Bomber Group. Re-equipped 
with Republic F-84E’s, this ANG unit was 
transferred to Misawa Air Base, Japan, in 
July-August 1951. After providing air defense 
to Japan and flying some combat missions 
over Korea, the 159th was released from ac- 
tive duty on 9 July 1952. As the 159th Fighter 
Interceptor Squadron, the Florida ANG unit 


North American F-86L’s of the 159th FIS in the late fifties. ru ano 
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Since the fall of 1974 the 159th FIS has been equipped with Convair F-106A's and two-seat F-106B's. 


Don Spering 


was again equipped with Mustangs. In 1954 it 
was tentatively assigned North American F- 


86A's; however, as only four Sabres were re- 
ceived, Lockheed F-80C’s were selected as 


its mission aircraft. Thus, while this conver- 
sion program was taking place, the 159th op- 


erated at one time not less than eight types of 
aircraft: F-51D, F-51H, F-80C, F-86A, T-6, T- 
33, C-45 and C-47. Standardizing briefly on 
the F-80C, the unit reached group status on 
1 July 1956 with the federal recognition of the 
125th Fighter Group (AD). Since then the 
Florida ANG and its 159th FIS/125th FIG 


have retained their interception mission as 
ADC-gained units and have progressively 
converted to North American F-86D’s from 
August 1956; to F-86L's from June 1959; to 
Convair F-102A’s from July 1960; and finally, 
in the fall of 1974, to their current mission air- 
craft, the Convair F-106A. 


160th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
187th Tactical Reconnaissance Group 
Alabama ANG 


Equipped with North American P-51D’s, the 
160th Fighter Squadron (SE) was extended 
federal recognition at the Birmingham Munic- 
ipal Airport on 1 October 1947. Redesignated 
the 160th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
during September 1950, it was called to ac- 
tive duty on 10 October 1950. Eleven days 
later, as part of the 117th TRG, the unit 
moved to Lawson AFB, GA, where it con- 
verted to Lockheed RF-80A’s in May 1951 
and was trained in preparation for its assign- 
ment to NATO. Deployment overseas began 
in January 1952 and, until released from ac- 
tive duty, the 160th TRS operated from Furs- 
tenfeldbruck AB and Neubiberg AB, Ger- 
many, and from Toul-Rosiéres AB, France. 
Released on 10 July 1952, the squadron was 
assigned to Dannelly ANG Base, Montgom- 
ery, from which it operated North American 
RF-51D’s until the summer of 1955. 

The 160th TRS converted back to Lock- 
heed RF-80's in June 1955; however, eleven 
months later it received the first of the Re- 
public RF-84F’s with which it was equipped 
for the next fifteen years. With these 
Thunderflashes, the 160th was called to ac- 


A Lockheed RF-80A-25-LO of the 160th TRS. Brian R. Baker 


tive duty on 1 October 1961 but stayed at its 
home base. Released on 20 August 1962, 
the squadron became part of the 187th TRG 
which was federally recognized on 15 Oc- 
tober 1962. Following closely in the steps of 
the other Alabama ANG flying squadron, the 


160th converted to its present McDonnell RF- 
4C’s during the first half of 1971. 


The Dannelly ANGB unit will become the 
160th TFS/187th TFG during FY83 when it 


will convert from RF-4C’s to F-4D's. 
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A transient RF-4C-19-MC of the 160th TRS/187th TRG on the'rain-soaked apron at Tyndall AFB, FL. 


Peter Mancus/Cloud 9 Photography 
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162nd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
178th Tactical Fighter Group 
Ohio ANG 


Carrying on the tradition of the 362nd 
Fighter Squadron which, as part of the 357th 
Fighter Group, Eighth Air Force, had flown 
Mustangs in the ETO, the 162nd Fighter 
Squadron (SE) was federally recognized at 
the Cox Municipal Airport in Dayton on 2 
November 1947. Receiving its first North 


163rd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
122nd Tactical Fighter Wing 
Indiana ANG 


Extended federal recognition on 11 Oc- 
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A Douglas C-47A-65-DL transport of the 163rd Squadron. 


William J. Balogh via David M. Menard 


The 162nd TFS flew F-100D’s from 1970 to 1978. Jay Miler/Aerotax via Fred Hart 


American Mustangs in January 1948, the 
162nd flew F-51D’s for twenty-eight months 
and then converted to F-51H’s which it re- 
tained until August 1955. Two months later, 
the 162nd FIS was moved to a new perma- 
nent base at the Springfield Municipal Airport 
where it finally made its jet conversion, flying 
Republic F-84E’s until November 1957 when 
it received the first of its Thunderstreaks. 
While equipped with F-84F's, the 162nd 


tober 1947, the 163rd Fighter Squadron (SE) 
was organized at Baer Field, Fort Wayne and 
was given North American F-51D’s as its first 
mission aircraft. It was the heir of the 365th 
Fighter Squadron which, equipped with 
P-47D’s, had flown combat operations in the 
ETO as part of the 358th Fighter Group, 
Ninth Air Force. Remaining based at Baer 
Field, the 163rd Fighter-Bomber Squadron 
was placed on active duty for twenty-one 
months, from 1 February 1951 through 31 
October 1952, during the Korean War. In 
September 1954, the unit was assigned its 
first jet fighter and, after completing its con- 
version to Lockheed F-80C’s, it was redesig- 
nated the 163rd FIS. Subsequent aircraft 
conversions took place in March 1956 to 
North American F-86A’s and in January 1958 
to Republic F-84F’s. 

Following conversion to Thunderstreaks, 
the unit was designated the 163rd TFS. In 
less than two years, however, its designation 
was changed to 163rd Tactical Fighter 
Squadron (Special Delivery) to reflect its 
training in the delivery of tactical nuclear de- 
vices. During the Berlin Crisis, the 163rd TFS 


ee 


Warbird in a peaceful setting: A North American F- 


TFS served on active duty at its home base 
from 1 October 1961 until 31 August 1962 


and achieved group status on 15 October 
1962 when its parent, the 178th TFG, re- 


ceived federal recognition. Remaining TAC- 
gained, the 162nd TFS/178th TFG converted 
to North American F-100D's in April 1970 and 
to the current mission aircraft, LTV A-7D's, in 
April 1978. 


(SD) was placed on active duty from 1 Feb- 
ruary 1961 until 20 August 1962 and oper- 


ated from Chambley AB, France, as part of 
the 7122nd TFW. When its personnel were 
demobilized, the unit's F-84F’s were left in 


Europe for service with USAFE units and, ac- 
cordingly, the 163rd TFS was temporarily 
equipped with Republic RF-84F’s from Oc- 
tober 1962 until April 1964. Even though it 
operated these reconnaissance aircraft, the 
squadron retained its tactical fighter desig- 


nation and its parent group was federally rec- 
ognized on 15 October 1962 as the 122nd 
Tactical Fighter Group. In keeping with its 


mission, the 163rd TFS/122nd TFG was re- 


equipped with F-84F's in May 1964 and with 
North American F-100D’s in June 1971. 


In December 1974, the 122nd TFG was in- 
activated and since that time the TAC-gained 
163rd TFS has been reporting directly to the 
122nd TFW. The most recent development in 
the history of the Fort Wayne unit took place 
during the second quarter of 1979 when the 
163rd converted to McDonnell F-4C’s. 


ok 
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51D-30-NA of the 163rd 


Fighter-Bomber Squadron. Brian R. Baker 


164th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
179th Tactical Airlift Group 
Ohio ANG 


Becoming MAC-gained in January 1976 upon 
receipt of its present designation and con- 
version to Lockheed C-130B’s, the 164th had 
flown fighter aircraft during its first twenty- 
eight years in the Ohio ANG. Heir of the 
363rd Fighter Squadron, 357th Fighter 
Group, Eighth Air Force, the 164th received 
federal recognition on 20 June 1948. Based 
at the Mansfield-Lahm Airport, the unit flew 
North American F-51D’s prior to converting to 
F-51H’s beginning in July 1949. Redesig- 


Republic F-84E's of the 164th Fighter-Bomber Squadron. Thunderjets were operated by this unit from 
October 1954 until September 1957. on anc 


nated the 164th Fighter-Bomber Squadron in 
November 1952, the unit entered the jet age 
after the end of the Korean War, during which 
it was not activated, when it received Lock- 
heed F-80C's. 

In October 1954, the 164th converted to 
Republic F-84E's. After almost three years as 
a Thunderjet unit, the squadron received F- 
84F Thunderstreaks in September 1957. 
Fourteen months later it was redesignated 
164th TFS and with this designation served 


on active duty at its home base from 1 Oc- 
tober 1961 until 20 August 1962. Shortly 
thereafter on 15 October 1962, its parent or- 
ganization, the 179th TFG, received federal 
recognition. Remaining at the Mansfield- 
Lahm Airport, the 164th TFS/179th TFG 
began conversion to North American F- 
100D’s in February 1972 and less than four 
years later received its current mission, 
designation and aircraft. 


165th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
123rd Tactical Reconnaissance Wing 
Kentucky ANG 


During the Second World War, the 368th 
Fighter Squadron flew combat sorties with 
P-47's and P-51's as part of the England- 
based 359th Fighter Group of the Eighth Air 
Force. Inactivated in November 1945 and al- 
lotted to the Guard, this unit received federal 
recognition as the 165th Fighter Squadron 
(SE) on 16 February 1947. The 165th flew 
North American P-51D’s from its base at 
Standiford Field, Louisville, until after being 
activated during the Korean War. On active 
duty from 10 October 1950 until 9 July 1952, 
the squadron converted to Republic F-84E’s 
at Godman AFB, KY, prior to deploying to 
RAF Manston, England, in November 1951. 
After returning to state control the 165th was 
equipped with F-51H’s for four months and 
then again flew F-51D's until the fall of 1956 


when it converted to North American F-86A's. 
It was equipped with these Sabres during its 
last two years as a fighter squadron. 
Reorganized as the 165th TRS, the unit 
converted to Martin RB-57B’s in 1958. It 
reached group status on 15 October 1962 
when the 123rd TRG received federal recog- 
nition. In July 1965, the Canberras were re- 
placed by McDonnell RF-101G/H'’s. With 
these Voodoos as mission aircraft, the 165th 
TRS/123rd TRG was again placed on active 
duty from 26 January 1968 until 9 June 1969, 
during which time the unit spent six months at 
its home base prior to moving to Richards- 
Gebaur AFB, MO. TDY deployments were 
made to Alaska and Panama and to Itasuke 
AB, Japan, in early 1969, prior to completion 
of active duty at Richards-Gebaur AFB. 
Back as a Guard unit, the 165th TRS 
switched to RF-101C’s prior to converting to 
McDonnell RF-4C’s during 1976. With the lat- 
ter type as mission aircraft, the squadron re- 


A McDonnell RF-101H of the 165th TRS at Standiford Field, Louisville, on 31 
July 1969. Paui D. Stevens 


ports directly to the TAC-gained 123rd TRW. 


A trio of RF-4C’'s from the 165th TRS/123rd TRW at Nellis AFB, 
in August 1978. Peter J. Mancus/Cloud 9 Photography 
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166th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
121st Tactical Fighter Wing 
Ohio ANG 


After being organized at the Port Columbus 
Airport, the 166th Fighter Squadron (SE) 
moved to Lockbourne AAB (later renamed 
Lockbourne AFB and now Rickenbacker 
AFB) where it received federal recognition on 
26 January 1947. Heir of the 364th Fighter 
Squadron, 357th Fighter Group, which had 
flown Mustangs with the Eighth Air Force in 
England during 1943-45, the 166th had been 
scheduled to be equipped with Republic 
Thunderbolts; however, that decision was 
quickly reversed. First flying North American 
P-51D’s, the 166th converted to F-51H’s in 
October 1948 and to Republic F-84C’s in 
April 1950. With these Thunderjets the 
squadron was called to active duty from 
1 February 1951 until 31 October 1952, dur- 
ing which time it served with the Air Defense 
Command, first from its home base and then 
from the Youngstown Municipal Airport, OH, 
for its last four months on active duty. Back 
under state control, the 166th was first re- 
equipped with F-51H’s and then Lockheed F- 
80C’s in March 1954. The squadron con- 
verted back to F-84E Thunderjets in January 
1955 which it operated until converting to Re- 
public Thunderstreaks in the fall of 1957. 

With its F-84F’s, the 166th TFS was called 
back to active duty on 1 October 1961, during 
the Berlin Crisis. Upon activation, the unit be- 
came part of the 7121st TFW and was de- 
ployed to Etain AB, France, from November 


Having first flown Thunderjets in April 1950, the 166th Squadron received F-84E’s in January 1955 and 
retained them until the fall of 1957. Brian R. Baker 


An LTV A-7D-11-CV of the 166th TFS/121st TFW at Pease AFB, NH, on 27 June 1975. 


Ronald Harrison via Cloud 9 Photography 


1961 until August 1962. Leaving its aircraft in 
France for use by regular USAF units, the 
166th TFS was de-activated on 15 August 
1962 and returned to Lockbourne AFB where, 
re-equipped with North American F-100C’s, it 
achieved group status on 15 October 1962 as 
part of the 121st TFG. Still flying this model 
of the Super Sabre, the unit was activated yet 
a third time during the Pueblo Crisis. On ac- 
tive duty from 26 January 1968 until 18 June 
1969, the 166th TFS operated from Kunsan 


AB, Korea, for the last twelve months of this 
assignment. The unit subsequently experi- 
enced two conversions in mission aircraft, 
with F-100D's replacing F-100C’s in Novem- 
ber 1971 and with its present LTV A-7D's 
being acquired in December 1974. Two 
months ‘prior to this latter change in mission 
aircraft, the 121st TFG was deactivated and 
the 166th TFS became directly a part of the 
121st Tactical Fighter Wing at Rickenbacker 
AFB. 


167th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
167th Tactical Airlift Group 
West Virginia ANG 


Organized in December 1942 and later as- 
signed to the Eighth Air Force as part of the 
359th Fighter Group, the 369th Fighter 
Squadron flew P-47’s and P-51’s in England 
from October 1943 until VE-Day. This squad- 
ron was inactivated in November 1945 and 
allotted to the Guard as the 167th Fighter 
Squadron (SE) which subsequently received 
federal recognition on 7 March 1947. Based 
at the Kanawha County Airport, the 167th 
was initially equipped with Republic P-47D’s. 
Upon being called to active duty on 10 Oc- 
tober 1950, the unit moved to Godman AFB, 
KY, where in October 1951, as part of the 
123rd Fighter-Bomber Group, it converted to 
Republic F-84B’s. Two months later, the 
group moved to RAF Manston, England, for 
the last seven months of its active duty. Upon 
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When its new facilities at the Martinsburg Municipal Airport were completed during the fall of 1957 the 
167th FIS began its conversion to North American F-86H's. wv anc 
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A Lockheed C-121C of the 167th MAS at the Martinsburg Municipal Airport. wv anc 


returning to state control on 10 July 1952, the 
167th was equipped with North American 
F-51D’s and moved back to the Kanawha 
County Airport. However, as the runway of 
this airport could not be lengthened suf- 
ficiently to accommodate jet operations, the 
West Virginia ANG was forced to search for a 
new base and, in December 1955, the 167th 
FIS was relocated at the Martinsburg Munic- 
ipal Airport. 

While new facilities were being built at the 
new base, the unit continued to fly propeller- 
driven aircraft. Its F-51D's, the last to be re- 
tained in the ANG inventory, remained in ser- 


vice until the first two months of 1957 and 
were supplemented by North American 
T-28A’s between October 1956 and No- 
vember 1957. Conversion to North American 
F-86H’s began in September 1957 and the 
167th became the first ANG squadron to be 
equipped with this version of the Sabre. Re- 
designated 167th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
on 10 November 1958, the unit continued to 
operate F-86H’s until 1961 when it converted 
to propeller-driven Fairchild C-119C’s as the 
167th Aeromedical Transport Squadron. Loc- 
kheed C-121C’s replaced the C-119C’s two 
years later and group status was reached on 


18 January 1964 with the activation of the 
167th Air Transport Group. While equipped 


with Super Constellations, the Martinsburg 
unit was successively redesignated the 167th 


MAS/167th MAG in January 1966 and the 
167th Aeromedical Airlift Squadron/Group in 
August 1968. As the 167th TAS/TAG, this 
MAC-gained unit converted to Lockheed C- 
130A’s in June 1972. 

During FY78 the unit was re-equipped with 
C-130B's and, finally, during FY81 it moved 
to the Eastern West Virginia Regional Airport. 


168th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
Illinois ANG 


No longer active, but still allotted to the Il- 
linois ANG, the 168th Tactical Fighter Squad- 
ron was equipped with Republic F-84F’s 
when it was disbanded on 31 May 1958. De- 


scending from the 437th Bombardment 
Squadron which, as part of the 319th Bom- 
bardment Group, had flown Martin B-26's and 
North American B-25's in the MTO prior to 
moving to Okinawa with Douglas A-26’s, the 
168th Bombardment Squadron (Light) re- 
ceived federal recognition on 19 October 
1947. The unit's first mission aircraft were 
Douglas B-26B/C’s which were flown from the 
Orchard Place Airport in Park Ridge (now 
O'Hare IAP). Called to active duty on 1 April 
1951 and still equipped with Invaders, the 
unit transferred in July 1951 to Langley AFB, 
VA; in October 1951 to Mérignac Air Base, 
France; and in May 1952 to Laon Air Base, 
France. Returned to state control on 1 Jan- 


uary 1953, the squadron was inactive until 
May 1954 when, equipped with North Ameri- 
can F-51H’s, it was reorganized as the 168th 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron. After moving to 


the O'Hare International Airport, it converted 
to F-84F’s beginning in July 1955 and was 


given its final designation. 


A Douglas B-26C-35-DT of the 168th Bombardment Squadron on 27 May 1950. 
William J. Balogh via David W. Menard 


Prior to converting in July 1955 from Mustangs to Thunderstreaks, the 108th and 168th Squadrons 


each received an F-84C for training purpOSeS. Art Krieger via Brian R. Baker 
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169th Tactical Air Support Squadron 
182nd Tactical Air Support Group 
Illinois ANG 


Assuming the heritage of the 304th Fighter 
Squadron, which had served in the southern 
United States in 1942-44 as an operational/ 
replacement training unit equipped with P- 
39's, P-43’s and P-40’s, the 169th Fighter 
Squadron (SE) was federally recognized on 
21 June 1947 at the Peoria Airport. Equipped 
with North American Mustangs for almost 
nine years, the 169th flew these F-51D’s for 
all but nine months during 1952 when it was 
temporarily assigned F-51H’s. During the Ko- 
rean War the squadron was alerted and kept 
in readiness but was not mobilized as a unit. 
Many of its members, however, did serve with 
other units at that time. 

In 1956 when the Mustangs were finally 
being phased out of the National Guard’s in- 
ventory, the Peoria Municipal Airport did not 
yet have a runway long enough for jet opera- 
tions. Accordingly, the 169th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron was equipped with North American 
T-28A trainers until the spring of 1958. Re- 
designated the 169th FIS in March 1958, the 
unit received the first of its Republic F-84F’s 
one month later. Still equipped with Thunder- 


Pending completion of runway improvements at the Peoria Municipal Airport, the 169th Fighter- 
Bomber Squadron operated T-28A trainers as mission aircraft. David W. Menard 


A Lockheed T-33A-5-LO of the 169th FIS at Peoria on 14 May 1960. pauib. Stevens via AAHS 


streaks but redesignated the 169th TFS, the 
unit was called up during the Berlin Crisis and 
served on active duty at its home base from 
1 October 1961 until 16 August 1962. Its par- 
ent group, the 182nd TFG, received federal 
recognition on 15 October 1962. 

No significant change took place in this 


TAC-gained unit until May 1969 when it as- 
sumed its current designation after converting 


to Cessna U-3A's. Two years later the 169th 
TASS received Cessna O-2A's. Finally, the 


unit converted to OA-37B’s during the second 
quarter of FY80. 


SSS 


170th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
183rd Tactical Fighter Group 
Illinois ANG 


The 170th Fighter Squadron (SE) origi- 
nated during World War Two as the 305th 
Fighter Squadron, 338th Fighter Group. 
Equipped successively with P-39's, P-47’s, 
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and P-40’s, this unit served as a replacement 
training unit in Florida until disbanded in May 
1944. Allotted to the Guard in May 1946, it re- 
ceived federal recognition on 30 September 
1948 as the 170th FS and was assigned 


North American F-51D’s as its initial mission 
aircraft. Ordered to active duty on 1 March 
1951, the unit and its Mustangs moved two 
weeks later to Bergstrom AFB, TX, were it 
was redesignated the 170th Fighter-Bomber 


A Republic F-84F-40-RE from the 170th TFS/183rd TFG. via Cloud 9 Photography 


Squadron on 9 April 1951. From 20 July 1951 
until de-activated on 30 November 1952, it 
was based at George AFB, CA. 

At the Capital Airport in Springfield, its 
home base, and again under state control, 
the 170th Fighter-Bomber Squadron con- 
verted from F-51D's to North American F- 
86E’s in late 1953. These Sabres were re- 
tained for just over a year, however, as, 
beginning in February 1955, the unit received 
Republic F-84F’s which were to be its mis- 
sion aircraft for the next seventeen years. 
During those years, the units designation 
changed to 170th FIS in July 1955 and to 
170th TFS in November 1958. With the latter 
designation the unit was called to active duty 
from 1 October 1961 until 24 August 1962, 
but remained based at the Capital Airport. 
Less than two months after reverting to state 


In January 1972 the 170th TFS became the first ANG squadron to receive Phantom II fighters. This 
F-4C-24-MC was photographed at the Capital Airport, Springfield, in September 1978. 


Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


control, the 170th TFS became the flying 
squadron of the 183rd TFG when this group 
was federally recognized on 15 October 


1962. Still as a TAC-gained unit, the 170th 
TFS began receiving its present McDonnell 
F-4C's in January 1972. 


171st Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
191st Fighter Interceptor Group 
Michigan ANG 


Sharing the historical Selfridge ANG Base 
with the TAC-gained 107th TFS/127th TFW, 
the ADC-gained 171st FIS/191st FIG has 
been flying McDonnell F-4C’s since July 
1978. When it was first organized in the 
Michigan Guard as the 171st Fighter Squad- 
ron (SE), it assumed the history and tradition 
of the 374th Fighter Squadron, 361st Fighter 
Group, which had flown P-47's and P-51's in 
the Eighth Air Force during World War Two. 
Extended federal recognition at the Detroit- 
Wayne Major Airport on 25 April 1948, the 
unit flew North American F-51D's until con- 
verting to Republic F-84B’s in 1950. Upon 
being called to active duty on 1 February 
1951, the 171st joined its sister unit, the 
107th Fighter Squadron, in moving to Luke 
AFB as part of the 127th Pilot Training 
Group. 

After their release from active duty on 31 
October 1952, these two Michigan ANG 
squadrons shared for twenty years a series of 
common developments and successively 


-a es 
A Canadair-built F-86E-6-CAN of the 17 


"nmm E - 
1st FIS at the Wayne Major Airport, Detroit, in the 


winter of 1954. usar 


a 
For six years, beginning in July 1972, the 171st FIS flew Delta Darts from the Selfridge ANG Base. 


via Cloud 9 Photography 


served in the interceptor (1952-58) and tacti- 
cal reconnaissance (1958-72) roles. In the 
process, mission aircraft assigned to the 
171st were North American F-51H’s, from 
November 1952; North American F-86E's, 
from November 1953; Northrop F-89C’s, from 
June 1955; Republic RF-84F's, from Feb- 
ruary 1958; and McDonnell RF-101A/C’s, 
from January 1971. During the second half of 


this period, the 171st TRS became part of the 
191st TRG when the latter was extended fed- 
eral recognition on 1 October 1962. Based at 
the Selfridge ANG Base since January 1971, 
the unit became the 171st FIS/191st FIG on 
22 July 1972. In this role it flew Convair 
F-106A/B Delta Darts for six years prior to 
converting in 1978 to McDonnell F-4C's, its 
present mission aircraft. 


1 SS 


172nd Tactical Air Support Squadron 
110th Tactical Air Support Group 
Michigan ANG 


The 375th Fighter Squadron, which had 
flown P-47’s and P-51's as part of the Eighth 
Air Force's 361st Fighter Group, was allotted 
to the Michigan Guard following the end of 
World War Two and was redesignated 172nd 
Fighter Squadron (SE). Organized at Kellogg 
Field, Battle Creek, and equipped with North 


American F-51D’s, the 172nd was extended 
federal recognition on 16 September 1947. 
Still equipped with Mustangs, the unit was 
called to active duty on 1 February 1951 and 
moved to Selfridge AFB where in May of that 
year it was redesignated the 172nd FIS. After 
being returned to state control on 1 
November 1952, the 172nd continued to 
serve in the air defense role for which it was 
equipped successively with North American 
F-51H's (1952-54) and North American F- 


86E’s (1954-55) prior to receiving the first of 
its Northrop F-89C’s in April 1955. 

Three years later, effective on 12 April 
1958, the squadron was assigned a tactical 
reconnaissance mission and began its con- 
version to twinjet Martin RB-57A’s which it 
operated for thirteen years. Receiving 
Cessna O-2A’s in May 1971, the unit became 
the TAC-gained 172nd TASS/110th TASG on 
11 June 1971. It converted to Cessna OA- 
37B’s ten years later. 
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A Martin RB-57A of the 172nd TRS/110th TRG visiting Peoria, Illinois, on 30 May 1965. 


Paul D. Stevens via AAHS 


Since 1971 the 172nd TASS has been operating Cessna O-2A’s from Kellog Field, Battle Creek. via cloud 9 Photography 


173rd Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
155th Tactical Reconnaissance Group 
Nebraska ANG 


On 26 July 1946 the 173rd Fighter Squad- 
ron (SE) became the second Guard flying unit 
to be extended federal recognition after 
World War Two. Heir of the 401st Fighter 
Squadron, 370th Fighter Group, which had 
flown P-38's and P-51’s with the Ninth Air 
Force in the ETO, the unit was initially 
equipped with North American P-51D’s. How- 
ever, in the spring of 1948 it became one of 
the first five Guard squadrons to convert to 
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jet fighters when it received Lockheed F- 
80C’s and, effective on 1 August 1948, it was 
redesignated the 173rd Fighter Squadron 
(Jet). Unfortunately, following the start of the 
Korean War, these much needed aircraft 
were relinquished to the Air Defense Com- 
mand and the Nebraska ANG was once again 
assigned Mustangs. Redesignated as the 
173rd Fighter-Bomber Squadron, it served on 
active duty from 1 April 1951 until 31 De- 


cember 1952 and was successively based at 
Dow AFB, ME, and Alexandria AFB, LA. 
Nine months after being returned to state 
control, the 173rd Fighter Interceptor Squad- 
ron began anew its conversion from F-51D’s 
to F-80C’s. Re-equipment with North Ameri- 
can F-86D all-weather interceptors was in- 
itiated in January 1957 and in late 1959 the 
unit transitioned to the more effective F- 
86L’s. The 173rd FIS became part of the 


A North American F-86L of the 173rd FIS. ne anc 


On 1 May 1964, the Nebraska ANG unit was assigned the tactical reconnaissance mission and flew the RF-84F from then until 1972. via cioud 9 Photography 


155th FIG on 1 July 1960 as the Nebraska 
ANG achieved group status. As an inter- 
ceptor unit, the 173rd FIS began to provide 
14-hour ADC Runway Alert in the summer of 
1954, with its alert responsibility increasing to 
24 hours in July 1961. In the spring of 1964, 


however, the Nebraska ANG lost this respon- 
sibility as it was assigned the tactical recon- 
naissance mission. 

With Republic RF-84F’s as mission aircraft, 
the 173rd TRS/155th TRG became a TAC- 
gained unit effective on 1 May 1964. Since 


that time, its mission and designation have 
remained unchanged; however, its obsolete 
RF-84F's were replaced by McDonnell RF- 
4C's in February 1972. With these aircraft the 
173rd TRS operates from the Lincoln Munic- 
ipal Airport. 


174th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
185th Tactical Fighter Group 
lowa ANG 


After flying combat operations in the ETO 
with P-47D’s, the 386th Fighter Squadron, 
365th Fighter Group, Ninth Air Force, was in- 
activated and allotted to the lowa Guard on 
24 May 1946. Based at the Sioux City Munic- 
ipal Airport, the new Guard unit was extended 
federal recognition on 2 December 1946 and 
received its first North American P-51D's two 
months later. Its jet conversion to Republic F- 
84B’s was undertaken in May 1950 and com- 
pleted during the 1950 summer training en- 
campment at Oscoda AFB, MI. Called to ac- 
tive duty on 1 April 1951, the 174th FS 
moved to Dow AFB, ME, but within six 
months most of its jet pilots were transferred 
to overseas commands. The remainder of the 
unit ended its period of federal duty at 
Alexandria AFB, LA. 

Returned to state control on 1 January 


A Republic RF-84F-15-RE of the 174th TRS. Jim sullivan via Cloud 9 Photography 


Maintenance work being performed on an A-7D-11-CV of the 174th TFS/185th TFG, Sioux City, 
May 1979. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 
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1953, the 174th Fighter Squadron was suc- 
cessively equipped with F-51D’s, with Lock- 
heed F-80C’s, from July 1953, and with F- 
84E's, from’ August 1956. Less than two 
years after converting to Thunderjets, the unit 
was assigned a new mission and, equiped 
with Republic RF-84F’s, became the 174th 
TRS on 10 April 1958. However, tactical re- 
connaissance was the unit's mission for only 
three years as on 1 May 1961 the 174th be- 


came a Tactical Fighter Squadron. 

North American Super Sabres, first re- 
ceived in June 1961, were operated by the 
174th for sixteen years; its F-100C models 
were replaced by F-100D’s in 1974, and its 
last F-100D was flown away in July 1977. 
During this period, the unit reached group 
status on 1 October 1962 with the organiza- 
tion of the 185th TFG and was called for the 
second time in its history to active duty. Acti- 


vated on 26 January 1968, the 174th was de- 
ployed to Phu Cat AB, Vietnam, from where it 


flew close air support duties from May 1968 
until returned to Sioux City for its deactivation 


on 28 May 1969. In December 1976 the 
174th TFS/185th TFG received the first of its 


present mission aircraft, LTV A-7D’s; type 
conversion was completed eight months later. 


175th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
114th Tactical Fighter Group 
South Dakota ANG 


A North American TB-25K radar trainer of the 175th FIS. so anc 


Bearing the 175th FIS insignia beneath its windshield, this Starfire was an F-94C-1-LO operated by the 


Sioux Falls unit from 1956 until 1958. so ane 


The 175th Fighter Squadron (SE), or- 
ganized under the leadership of Congres- 
sional Medal of Honor winner, Joseph J. 
Foss, was the heir of the 387th Fighter 
Squadron which had flown combat operations 
with P-47’s as part of the 365th Fighter 
Group, Ninth Air Force. Based at the Sioux 
Falls Municipal Airport and equipped with 
North American P-51D's, the 175th received 
federal recognition on 20 September 1946. 
The unit was placed on active duty between 1 
March 1951 and 30 November 1952 and op- 
erated from Ellsworth AFB, SD. Reorganized 
under state control, the 175th FIS continued 
to fly Mustangs until the summer of 1954 
when it transitioned to Lockheed F-94A/B’s. 
Retaining its air defense role until 
1970, the SD ANG unit converted to F-94C’s 
in 1956, to Northrop F-89D's two years later, 
and to Convair F-102A’'s in 1960. 

On 23 May 1970, after converting to North 
American F-100D's, it became TAC-gained 
as the 175th TFS/114th TFG. In 1977, mis- 
sion aircraft became LTV A-7D's. 


A North American F-51H-10-NA of the 176th Fighter-Bomber Squadron. Brian R. Baker 
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176th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
128th Tactical Fighter Wing 
Wisconsin ANG 


Constituted in July 1942, the 306th Fighter 
Squadron flew P-39’s, P-40’s, P-47’s and P- 
51's in Florida until disbanded in May 1944. 
Reconstituted and redesignated the 176th 
Fighter Squadron (SE) two years later, this 
unit was allotted to the Wisconsin ANG and, 
equipped with North American F-51D's, re- 
ceived federal recognition at Truax Field, 
Madison, on 6 October 1948. 

Called to active duty on 1 February 1951 
but remaining stationed at Truax AFB, the 
unit became, in April 1952, the first USAF 
squadron to be equipped partially with the 
new Northrop F-89A all-weather  twinjet 
fighter. Seven months later, however, it was 


With wing pylons to carry a Genie nuclear-tipped missile, this F-89J served with the 176th FIS during 
the early sixties. m. Isham via Cloud 9 Photography 


returned to state control and, flying F-51H's, 
was redesignated 176th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron. Conversion to North American F- 
86A's began in October 1953, when the 
designation was changed to 176th FIS, but a 
year later F-89B/C Scorpions were once 
again assigned as mission aircraft. 
Achieving group status on 15 April 1956 
when the 115th FIG was federally recog- 
nized, the Madison-based unit of the Wis- 
consin ANG progressively traded earlier 


Scorpions for later models: F-89D’s were re- 
ceived beginning in July 1957, followed in 
1959 by F-89H’s and in January 1960 by F- 
89J’s carrying Genie missiles with nuclear 
warheads. Conversion to Convair F-102A’s 
was effected in the spring of 1966 and the 
Delta Daggers remained in service with the 
176th FIS/115th FIG until October 1974. 

A major change then took place as the 
176th FIS was redesignated as the 176th 
Tactical Air Support Squadron upon being re- 


equipped with Cessna O-2A observation air- 
craft. The 115th TASG was disbanded shortly 
thereafter and the 176th TASS became part 
of the TAC-gained 128th Tactical Air Support 
Wing. During the last quarter of FY79, the 
176th TASS/128th TASW became the first 
ANG tactical air support unit to replace its O- 
2A's with Cessna OA-37B's. 


During FY82 the unit converted to A-10A's 
and was redesignated 176th TFS/128th TFW. 


178th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
119th Fighter Interceptor Group 
North Dakota ANG 


Serving as an air defense unit since 1 Jan- 
uary 1953 when their 178th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron was redesignated as the 178th 
FIS, the Happy Hooligans of the North 
Dakota ANG fly McDonnell F-4D’s from Hec- 
tor Field, Fargo Municipal Airport. The unit 
traces its origin to the 392nd Fighter Squad- 
ron, 367th Fighter Group, Ninth Air Force, 
which flew P-38's and P-47’s in the ETO. 
After being allotted to the Guard, this unit re- 
ceived federal recognition on 16 January 
1947 as the 178th Fighter Squadron (SE). Ini- 
tially equipped with North American P-51D’s, 
the 178th FS was still flying Mustangs when it 
was activated on 1 April 1951. On active duty 
until 31 December 1952, the unit became the 
178th Fighter-Bomber Squadron on 1 June 
1951 and was successively based at Moody 
AFB, GA, from 16 April 1951 and George 
AFB, CA, from 25 October 1951. 

Upon being returned to state control, the 
178th FIS once again flew Mustangs from 
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McDonnell F-101B-100-MC of the 178th FIS/119th FIG at Malmstrom AFB, MT. 


Arnold Swanberg via Cloud 9 Photography 
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Hector Field; however, beginning in June 
1954, it converted to Lockheed F-94A/B’s. 
The early Starfire models had just been 
supplanted: by F-94C’s when group status 
was achieved on 16 April 1956 with the acti- 
vation of the 119th Fighter Interceptor Group. 


Since that time, the 178th FIS/119th FIG has 
retained its designation and its ADC-gained 
status and no further call to active duty has 
been issued to this North Dakota ANG unit. 
Mission aircraft, however, have been 
changed five times since 1956 with conver- 


sion to Northrop F-89D’s beginning in June 
1958, to F-89J’s in November 1959, to Con- 


vair F-102A’s in July 1966, to McDonnell F- 
101B’s in November 1969, and finally to 


Phantoms in March 1977. 


179th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
148th Tactical Reconnaissance Group 
Minnesota ANG 


The McDonnell F-101B was the last type of interceptor fighter flown by the Duluth unit and was 
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A Lockheed F-94C-1-LO of the 179th FIS in landing configuration. maj. Gen. Wayne C. Gatlin 
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replaced by the RF-4C during 1976. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


Constituted at Hamilton Field, CA, in May 
1943, the 393rd Fighter Squadron was as- 
signed to the 367th Fighter Group with which 


180th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
139th Tactical Airlift Group 
Missouri ANG 


Plans for the organization of aviation units 
in the National Guard after World War Two 
had not called for a unit to be stationed in St. 
Joseph as the State of Missouri had only 
been allotted a fighter squadron for St. Louis 
and a fighter squadron for Kansas City. How- 
ever, successful lobbying by local interests 
resulted in the fighter squadron originally 
scheduled for Kansas City being activated at 
Rosecrans Field, St. Joseph, as the 180th 
Bombardment Squadron (Light). Federally 
recognized on 22 August 1946, and equipped 
with Douglas A-26B/C’s, the 180th carried the 
tradition of the 438th Bombardment Squad- 
ron, 319th Bombardment Group, which during 
World War Two had flown Martin B-26’s and 
North American B-25’s with the Twelfth Air 
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it joined the Ninth Air Force in the ETO, flying 
combat operations with P-38’s and P-47’s be- 
ginning in May 1944. Inactivated in November 


1945, the squadron was subsequently allot- 
ted to the Minnesota ANG and extended fed- 
eral recognition on 18 September 1948 as the 
179th Fighter Squadron (SE). Equipped with 
North American F-51D's until the summer of 
1954, the 179th was based at the Duluth 
Municipal Airport from where it served on ac- 
tive duty during the period 1 March 1951-30 
November 1952. Nineteen months after being 
returned to state control, the 179th FIS con- 
verted to Lockheed F-94A's. Subsequent 
changes in mission aircraft saw the squadron 
equipped with F-94C’s beginning in the sum- 
mer of 1957, with Northrop F-89J's from July 
1959, with Convair F-102A's from late 1966, 
and finally with McDonnell F-101B’s starting 
in April 1972. The parent 148th FIG received 
federal recognition on 1 July 1960 while the 
179th FIS was operating Northrop Scorpions. 


Re-equipped with McDonnell RF-4C's, the 
Duluth unit became TAC-gained on 10 Janu- 
ary 1976 under its present designation. With 
its Phantom Il’s, the unit is assigned to the 
Rapid Deployment Force for overseas 
operations. 


Serving in the fighter interception role for only fifteen months, the 180th Squadron then was 
equipped with F-94C’s. Brian R. Baker 


A Boeing C-97G of the 180th Military Airlift Squadron at St. Joseph in June 1970 when the unit was 


completing its conversion to the KC-97L and the air refueling Mission. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


Force and Douglas A-26’s with the Seventh 
Air Force. 

The 180th was called to active duty on 
1 April 1951 and, as part of the /nvader- 
equipped 126th Bombardment Wing, moved 
first to Langley AFB, VA, in July 1951, then to 
Bordeaux-Mérignac AB, France, in December 
1951, and to Laon AB, France, in May 1952. 
Returned to state control on 1 January 1953, 
the unit continued to fly B-26's for four years 


and was redesignated the 180th Bombard- 
ment Squadron (Tactical) on 1 July 1955. 
Converting to Lockheed F-94C’s, the squad- 
ron became the 180th FIS effective on 15 
January 1957. Its assignment as an air de- 
fense unit was relatively short-lived, however, 
as on 10 April 1958 it was redesignated the 
180th TRS after exchanging its F-94C’s for 
Republic RF-84F’s. 

In March 1962, when the unit received its 


first Boeing C-97F, it was given a new mis- 
sion and, as the 180th Military Airlift Squad- 
ron, was MAC-gained in status. Reverting 
back to TAC-gained status on 6 September 
1969, it was re-equipped with KC-97L tankers 
as the 180th ARS/139th ARG. Since 1 Oc- 
tober 1976, the unit has again been MAC- 
gained with Lockheed Hercules as mission 
aircraft and has carried its present designa- 
tion. 


181st Tactical Airlift Squadron 
136th Tactical Airlift Wing 
Texas ANG 


Presently equipped with Lockheed C- 
130B’s and stationed at Hensley Field, Dal- 
las, the 181st TAS is the heir of the 395th 
Fighter Squadron. Activated at Westover 
Field, MA, on 1 June 1943, the 395th flew 
combat operations in the ETO from 14 March 
1944 until VE-Day as part of the 368th 
Fighter Group, Ninth Air Force. Allotted to 
the Guard on 21 August 1946, this unit was 
2quipped with North American P-51D's and 
extended federal recognition on 27 February 
1947 as the 181st Fighter Squadron (SE). 


During the Korean War the 181st remained 
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at Hensley Field under state control. This 
squadron briefly operated Republic F-84B 
Thunderjets in 1950-51 but it soon converted 
back to Mustangs, with F-51H’s being oper- 
ated for some four years. Jet conversion was 
again undertaken in late 1954 with the unit 
receiving Lockheed F-80C's beginning in Jan- 
uary 1955. While equipped with Shooting 
Stars, the 181st became a Fighter Interceptor 
Squadron and was assigned daylight runway 
alert duty. Following its re-equipment with 
North American F-86D's in August 1957, the 
181st FIS went on 24-hour alert and con- 
tinued this mission after converting to F-86L's 
in June 1959. 


— 


At the beginning of Fiscal Year 1965, the 
Dallas unit switched to the air refueling mis- 
sion and, as the 181st ARS/136th ARG, was 
re-equipped with Boeing KC-97G's. However, 
within one year, these aircraft were upgraded 
to the jet-augmented KC-97L standards to 
facilitate the refueling of jet fighters at higher 
speed and altitude. The mission and aircraft 
remained unchanged until 1978 when the first 
C-130B's were received in February and the 
last KC-97L’s phased out in June. As a result 
of the deactivation of the 136th ARG on 9 De- 
cember 1974, the Hercules-equipped 181st 
TAS became a part of the co-located, MAC- 
gained, 136th Tactical Airlift Wing. 


A North American F-86L from the 181st FIS/136th FIG. tx anc 
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KC-97L’s of the 181st ARS refueling F-84F's. rx anc 


182nd Tactical Fighter Squadron 
149th Tactical Fighter Group 
Texas ANG 


Equipped with McDonnell F-4C’s and 
based at Kelly AFB, TX, the 182nd TFS/149th 
TFG traces its origin to the 396th Fighter 
Squadron, 368th Fighter Group, which after 
flying P-47's with the Ninth Air Force in En- 
land, France, Belgium, and Germany, was al- 
lotted to the Guard in August 1946. Receiving 
federal recognition on 6 October 1947, the 
182nd Fighter Squadron (SE) was initially 
based at Brooks AFB, Texas, and equipped 
with North American P-51D's and support air- 
craft. Its base and mission aircraft remained 
unchanged until a few days after being called 
to active duty on 10 October 1950. At that 
time, as part of the all-ANG 136th Fighter- 
Bomber Wing, it was transferred to Langley 
AFB, Virginia, to convert to Republic F-84E’s 
prior to deployment to the Far East. 

With its Thunderjets, the 182nd Fighter- 
Bomber Squadron moved to Itazuke AB, 
Japan, in May 1951 and to Taegu AB, Korea, 
in September of the same year. The unit's 
claims to fame during the Korean War in- 
cluded the fact that, together with other units 
of the 136th F-B Wing, it was the first ANG 
unit to be activated; it was the first ANG unit 
to shoot down a MiG-15; and it became the 
first squadron to use aerial refueling under 
combat conditions. Leaving its F-84E's in 
Korea, the squadron was deactivated 
on 10 July 1952 and was immediately reor- 
ganized under state control at Brooks AFB 
with F-51H's. 

Jet conversion necessitated a change in 
station to Kelly AFB and, on 1 August 1956, 
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For eight years, beginning in 1971, the 182nd TFS flew F-100D's from Kelly AFB. via Cioud 9 Photography 


the 182nd F-B Squadron transferred to its 
present base where Lockheed F-80C’s were 
taken on strength. The unit was redesignated 
on 1 January 1957 as the 182nd FIS while 
flying Shooting Stars and began 24-hour run- 
way alert. Eleven months later the 182nd FIS 
was re-equipped with North American F-86D/ 
L's which it retained until the summer of 1960 
when it became the first ANG unit to receive 
Convair F-102A’s. Concurrent with its change 
of mission aircraft the unit reached group 


status with federal recognition being ex- 
tended to the 149th FIG on 1 July 1960. 


The change from ADC-gained to TAC- 
gained status on 14 September 1969 resulted 
from the assignment of Republic F-84F’s to 
the redesignated 182nd TFS/149th TFG. The 
Thunderstreaks gave place to North Ameri- 
can F-100D's in April 1971 and, finally, to the 
present McDonnell F-4C’s in the spring of 
1979. 


A McDonnell F-4C-16-MC of the 182nd TFS flying near Kelly AFB. von Spering 


183rd Tactical Airlift Squadron 
172nd Tactical Airlift Group 
Mississippi ANG 


The second flying unit in the Mississippi 
ANG, the 183rd Tactical Reconnaissance 
Squadron (Night Photographic), was organ- 
zed shortly before the end of the Korean War 
and was the only ANG organization to be 
assigned the night photographic mission. Sta- 
tioned at Hawkins Field, Jackson, it was ex- 
tended federal recognition on 1 July 1953 
and shortly thereafter received the first of its 
gighteen Douglas RB-26C’s. 

During 1957 the unit was scheduled to con- 
vert to Republic RF-84F’s and suitable crew 
training was begun. However, when local and 
federal authorities agreed not to improve 
Hawkins Field to the standards required for 
et operation, the 183rd was reorganized as 
the first ANG aeromedical evacuation squad- 
ron. Accordingly, the unit was redesignated 
the 183rd Aeromedical Transport Squadron 
on 15 November 1957 and on that date it be- 
came the first Guard unit to be assigned the 
Fairchild C-119F as mission aircraft. Less 
than four years later the 183rd ATS achieved 
another ANG first when it converted to Lock- 
heed C-121C’'s during the summer of 1961. 

Retaining its aeromedical mission, later ex- 


teh Atria rae. itr rel 


MISSISSIPPI AIR GUARD 
. 


ty a aE 


The 183rd ATS became the first ANG squadron to fly C-121C's when in 1961 it converted 
from MC-119'S. Robert C. Mikesh 


panded to include general transport duties, 
the 183rd moved to the new Jackson Munic- 
ipal Airport in January 1963 and achieved 
group status twelve months later with the or- 
ganization of the 172nd Air Transport Group. 
The next change affecting the 183rd ATS/ 
172nd ATG was the conversion to Douglas 
C-124C’s which began in February 1967. Its 
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Since 1974 the 183rd TAS has flown C-130E's from Hawkins Field. ms ane 


first Lockheed C-130E was received in May 
1972 and on 30 June 1972 the unit was given 
its present designation. The 183rd TAS/ 
172nd TAG was then TAC-gained but, in 
common with other ANG units equipped with 
the Hercules, it has been MAC-gained since 
June 1974. It acquired brand new C-130H’s 
during FY80. 


184th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
188th Tactical Fighter Group 
Arkansas ANG 


When its personnel were demobilized fol- 
owing Korean War combat operations, the 
Arkansas ANG had trained pilots and ground 
staff sufficient in number to warrant the for- 
mation of a second flying unit. Thus, the 
184th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
was organized at the Fort Smith Municipal 
Airport with cadres from its sister unit, the Lit- 
tle Rock-based 154th TRS. Federally recog- 
nized on 15 October 1953, the new unit ini- 
tially flew Douglas RB-26C's. Conversion to 
-ockheed RF-80A's was undertaken in June 
1956 but, less than seven months later, these 
early jets were replaced by Republic RF- 
34F’s. While equipped with Thunderflashes, 
ihe 184th TRS was on active service from 
1 November 1961 until 15 August 1962, re- 
maining based at Fort Smith. Two months 
after returning to state control, the Fort Smith 
unit reached group status when the 188th 
TRG was extended federal recognition on 15 
October 1962. The mission aircraft assigned 
o the 184th TRS/188th TRG was changed to 
he McDonnell RF-101C in December 1970. 


The present tactical fighter mission and 
184th TFS/188th TFG designation were 
adopted in June 1972 when this TAC-gained 
unit received North American F-100D’s. Sub- 


sequent conversion from Super Sabres to 
McDonnell F-4C’s was undertaken during the 
summer of 1979. 


A Lockheed RF-80A of the 184th TRS. ar anc 
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185th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
137th Tactical Airlift Wing 
Oklahoma ANG 


With one of the best safety records in both the ANG and USAF, the 185th TAS has flown Hercules 
since 1974, Its original C-130A’s, as illustrated, have now been replaced by new C-130H'Ss ox anc 


The 185th traces its origin to two earlier 
units: the 185th Night Pursuit Squadron 
which, in 1918, had flown Sopwith Camels as 
part of the AEF 1st Pursuit Group; and the 
506th Fighter Squadron which, after being re- 
designated from the 620th Bombardment 
Squadron (Dive), flew Republic P-47’s in the 
UK and France as part of the 404th Fighter 
Group, Ninth Air Force. The 185th Fighter 
Squadron (SE) was allotted to the National 
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Guard on 24 May 1946. Less than ten 
months later, on 13 February 1947, the unit 
received federal recognition at Westheimer 
Field, Norman, Oklahoma. The initial mission 
aircraft were North American P-51D’s, with 
Douglas A-26’s and C-47’s as well as North 
American T-6’s serving in the support role. 


Relocated to Will Rogers Field, Oklahoma 
City, in September 1949, the unit became the 


A Douglas C-124C of the 185th Military Airlift Squadron. via cloud 9 Photography 
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185th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron on 
1 February 1951 when it was re-equipped 
with RF-51D’s. Exactly three months later it 
was mobilized and in January 1952, while on 
active duty, it moved to Shaw AFB, SC, for 
transition to Lockheed RF-80A’s. Released 
from active duty on 31 December 1952, the 
unit returned to Will Rogers Field and re- 
verted to F-51D’s to become the 185th 
Fighter-Bomber. Squadron. Transition to jets 
began on 1 April 1953 when Lockheed F- 
80B/C’s and T-33A's replaced the Mustangs 
in the fighter-bomber role. In May 1958, the 
unit was again redesignated, as North Ameri- 
can F-86D/L’s were received by the 185th 
FIS. 

The switch to the present transport mission 
was initiated on 1 April 1961 when Boeing 


Stratofreighters equipped the 185th Air 
Transport Squadron/137th Air Transport 
Group. In addition to flying transport- 


configured C-97F/G's, this unit also operated 
C-97E’s specially fitted as “Talking Birds” 
with powerful communications equipment. 
These C-97E’s were retained even after 
Douglas C-124C’s became the main trans- 
ports of the 185th MAS/137th MAG in May 
1968. However, a change of aircraft and mis- 
sion took place on 10 December 1974 when 
Lockheed C-130A’s were received by the 
185th TAS/137th TAW. MAC-gained, the 
185th TAS exchanged its early-model Her- 
cules for brand new C-130H’s during the 
summer of 1979. 


186th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
120th Fighter Interceptor Group 
Montana ANG 


The Montana ANG came into being on 27 
June 1947 when the 186th Fighter Squadron 
SE) was federally recognized in Great Falls. 
daving assumed the history of the 404th 
Fighter Squadron, which had flown P-47’'s in 
he ETO as part of the 371st Fighter Group, 
Ninth Air Force, the 186th flew North Ameri- 
san P-51D’s for the first six years of its exis- 
ence. With these aircraft it was placed on ac- 
ive duty from 1 April 1951 until 30 December 
1952 and was then stationed at Moody AFB, 
Zeorgia, and George AFB, California. Back 
inder state control, in November 1953 the 
init became the first ANG squadron to be as- 
signed North American F-86A's. 

The 186th FIS converted to Northrop 
=-89C’s in April 1956 and on the 16th of that 
nonth its parent organization in the Montana 
ANG received federal recognition as the 
{20th FIG. Subsequent changes in mission 
aircraft have seen the ADC-gained 186th FIS/ 
!20th FIG converting to F-89H’s in April 
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Beginning in April 1956 the 186th FIS flew Northrop Scorpions for ten years until converting 
to Delta Daggers. via Cioud 9 Photography 


1958, to F-89J’s in March 1960, to Convair 
F-102A’s in July 1966 and to Convair F-106's 
in April 1972. 


A Convair F-106A of the 186th FIS/120th FIG landing at Tyndall in November 1978. 


Peter J. Mancus/Cloud 9 Photography 


187th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
153rd Tactical Airlift Group 
Wyoming ANG 


Federal recognition was extended to the 
87th Fighter Squadron (SE) on 11 August 
946. Based at the Cheyenne Municipal Air- 
dort this unit was equipped with North Ameri- 
san F-51D's for seven years and thus flew 
Mustangs during its Korean War activation 
vhich began on 1 April 1951. After one month 
of active duty at its home base, the unit was 
edesignated 187th Fighter-Bomber Squad- 
on and with this title it operated for one year 
rom Clovis AFB, New Mexico, until returned 
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to state control on 18 December 1952. The 
squadron started conversion to Lockheed F- 
80C’s in August 1953 and was redesignated 
187th FIS eighteen months later. In keeping 
with its new role, the 187th FIS began con- 
version to North American F-86L interceptors 
in February 1958 and, upon completing its 
conversion, went on 24-hour runway alert 
with five aircrews kept on duty seven days a 
week. Group status was achieved at that time 
with the organization of the 153rd FIG. 

In February 1961, the Wyoming ANG 
underwent a change in mission as the mis- 
sion aircraft became the Fairchild MC-119 
and its component units became the 187th 


A North American F-86L with which the 187th FIS was equipped from 1958 until 1961. wy ane 


Aeromedical Transport Squadron/153rd Aero- 
medical Transport Group. From June 1963, 
the scope of the transport mission was en- 
larged as Lockheed C-121G's replaced the 
C-119’s in the MATS/MAC-gained 187th ATS/ 
153rd ATG. A further redesignation to 187th 
MAS/153rd MAG took place in early 1966. 

The year 1972 brought turbine engines 
back to the unit as Lockheed C-130B's began 
replacing the Super Constellations in April. In 
July 1972 the present 187th TAS/153rd TAG 
designation was adopted. After converting to 
Hercules, the Wyoming unit was TAC-gained; 
however, during FY75 its gaining command 
again became MAC. 
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Frequently called to air drop hay to snow-stranded cattle, the 187th TAS operated C-130B 
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’s ideally suited for this service in Wyoming. wy ane 


188th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
150th Tactical Fighter Group 
New Mexico ANG, 


Having as its forerunner the P-47 equipped 
501st Fighter Squadron of the 404th Fighter 
Group, Ninth Air Force, the 188th Fighter 
Squadron (SE) was extended federal recog- 
nition on 7 July 1947. Flying North American 
P-51D’s for the first six years of its existence, 
the New Mexico ANG unit was placed on ac- 
tive duty from 1 February 1951 to 31 October 
1952 during the Korean War. The 188th re- 
mained at its home base, Kirtland AFB, 
through 20 April 1951 when it took up station 
at the Long Beach Municipal Airport until re- 
turned to state control. The 188th FIS con- 
verted to its first jet, Lockheed F-80C’s, in 
August 1953 and was re-equipped with North 
American F-100A’s beginning in April 1958. 
Group status was achieved on 1 July 1960 
when the 150th FIG was federally recog- 
nized. In April 1961, while equipped with 
F-100A’s, an unfortunate accident put the 
New Mexico ANG on the front page of news- 
papers when a malfunction caused a Side- 
winder missile to shoot down a B-52 bomber. 

During 1964, the F-100A’s were replaced 
by F-100C’s and the newly redesignated 
188th TFS/150th TFG changed to the present 
TAC-gained status. As a tactical fighter unit 
the 188th was called up on 26 January 1968 
during the Pueblo Crisis. On active duty, the 
188th TFS was deployed to Tuy Hoa AB, 


144 


In April 1958 the 188th FIS became the first Guard squadron to fly F-100A’s. nm ane 
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On a visit to wing headquarters at Buckley ANG Base, CO, this A-7D-13-CV comes from the 


188th TFS/150th TFG. Jerry Geer via Cloud 9 Photography 


Vietnam, in May of that same year. Returned 
to the ANG in June 1969, the unit received 
F-100D’s in 1972 and converted to LTV A- 
7D’s in the fall of 1973. Thus, in more than 
thirty years, the NM ANG has been equipped 


with only four basic types of mission aircraft: 
the P-51, the F-80, the F-100 and the A-7. It 
is also notable that the 188th was the first 
ANG unit to be assigned both the F-100 and 
the A-7. 


190th Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
124th Tactical Reconnaissance Group 
Idaho ANG 


Allotted to the State of Idaho on 24 May 
1946, the 190th Fighter Squadron (SE) was 
the heir of the 405th Fighter Squadron which 
from March 1944 until VE-Day, as part of the 
371st Fighter Group, Ninth Air Force, had 
flown combat operations with P-47’s from 
bases in England, France, and Germany. As 
a National Guard fighter squadron equipped 
with North American P-51D's, it received fed- 
eral recognition at Gowen Field, Boise, on 13 
October 1946. 


One month after being called to active duty 
on 1 April 1951, the 190th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron was transferred with its Mustangs 
to Moody AFB, Georgia. Six months later it 
moved again, to George AFB, California, 
where it was released from active service on 
31 December 1952. Back at its home base as 
an ANG unit, the 190th FIS converted to 
North American F-86A’s_ beginning in 
November 1953. The unit's first jets were re- 
placed with Lockheed F-94B Starfires in Sep- 
tember 1955. Group status was achieved on 
14 April 1956 and in the same month the F- 
94B’s were replaced with Northrop F-89B’'s. 
The 190th FIS/124th FIG underwent two 
more equipment changes: to North American 
F-86L'’s from July 1959 and to Convair 
F-102A's from October 1964. While equipped 
with these two types of all-weather fighters, 


A Lockheed T-33A-1-LO of the 190th FIS at Gowen Field, Boise. via Cioud 9 Photography 


Replaced by RF-4C’s in 1975, F-102A’s served with the 190th FIS for eleven years. via Cloud 9 Photography 


the Idaho ANG provided aircraft on constant 
24-hour alert to bolster the strength of the Air 
Defense Command. 


A change in mission and in aircraft became 
effective on 18 October 1975 when the unit 
was designated as the 190th TRS/124th TRG 
with McDonnell RF-4C’s as mission aircraft. 


In this capacity, the Idaho ANG became TAC- 
gained. During FY83 the Idaho ANG unit is 
scheduled to become a RTU (Replacement 
Training Unit) and will be responsible for 
training all RF-4C ANG crews. To accomplish 
this task, its PAA inventory will be increased 
from 18 to 24 RF-4C’s, and it will receive ad- 
ditional simulators and other training devices. 


191st Air Refueling Squadron 
151st Air Refueling Group 
Utah ANG 


In May 1946, the 407th Fighter Squadron, 
372nd Fighter Group, which during the war 
had flown Bell P-39’s, Curtiss P-40's and 
North American P-51's in California, Oregon 
and Louisiana, was allotted to the National 
Guard. Redesignated as the 191st Fighter 
Squadron (SE) and equipped with P-51D's, it 
was federally recognized at Salt Lake City on 
18 November 1946. During the Korean War it 
was on active duty from 1 April 1951 until 31 
December 1952, flying Mustangs from its 
home base and from Clovis AFB, New 
Mexico, beginning on 31 December 1951. 
Following its return to state control, the 191st 
Fighter-Bomber Squadron once again oper- 
ated F-51D's from Salt Lake City. 

The transition to the jet age took place in 
1955 when the 191st FIS received North 
American F-86A's beginning on 1 July. Group 


X; 


For three years beginning in 1955 the 191st FIS flew North American F-86A’s. utana 
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status was achieved on 24 August 1957 with 
the activation of the 151st FIG and, a year 
later, the mission aircraft of the Utah ANG be- 
came the F-86L all-weather interceptor. On 
1 April 1961 the unit was reorganized as the 
191st Military Airlift Squadron/151st Military 


192nd Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron 
152nd Tactical Reconnaissance Group 
Nevada ANG 


Federally recognized on 12 April 1948. at 
Reno AFB and equipped with North American 
F-51D’s, the 192nd Fighter Squadron (SE) 
was the heir of the 408th Fighter Squadron 
which served in the Zone of the Interior be- 
tween 1943 and 1945. Still flying Mustangs, 
the unit was called to active duty on 1 March 
1951 and redesignated the 192nd Fighter- 
Bomber Squadron six weeks later. As such, it 
was successively stationed at Bergstrom 
AFB, Texas, and George AFB, California, 
from August 1951; and Keflavik, Iceland, from 
September 1952. Retaining the F-51D as its 
mission aircraft, the squadron returned to 
state control on 1 December 1952 and moved 
to the Reno Municipal Airport on 1 February 
1954. 

At this station, on 1 June 1955, the unit be- 
came the 192nd FIS and later in 1955 it con- 
verted to North American F-86A’s. Group 
status was achieved on 19 April 1958, when 
the 152nd Fighter Group (AD) became the 
parent organization of the 192nd FIS. Four 
months later, the F-86A’s were exchanged for 
F-86L all-weather interceptors. 

A switch to the current mission was insti- 
tuted on 1 March 1961 when the unit desig- 
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Airlift Group when the Sabres were sup- 
planted by Boeing C-97C/G’s. Still assigned 
the airlift mission, the Utah ANG converted to 
Douglas C-124C’s in February 1969. 


On 20 October 1972, the 191st MAS/151st 


A Boeing C-97G of the 191st Military Airlift Squadron in flight near Salt Lake City. ur ane 


MAG was redesignated and reorganized as 
the 191st ARS/151st ARG with Boeing KC- 
97L’s as mission aircraft. During FY76 its 
gaining command became SAC instead of 
TAC. Finally, in April 1978, the Utah ANG 
converted to its present Boeing KC-135A’s. 


A Martin B-57B of the 192nd Tactical Reconnaissance Squadron. nv anc 
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A McDonnell RF-101H of the 192nd TRS at McClellan AFB, CA, on 28 September 1968. 


Douglas Olson via Paul D. Stevens 


nation was changed to 192nd TRS/152nd 
TRG upon re-equipment with Martin RB- 
57B’s. A further change in mission aircraft 
took place in October 1965 when the first 
Voodoos were received. During the next ten 
years the unit flew successively RF-101G/ 


H’s, RF-101C’s and RF-101B’s. While 
equipped with Voodoos, the squadron was 


placed back on active duty from 26 January 
1968 until 9 June 1969 as part of the ANG 


contribution to the U.S. response to the 


Pueblo Crisis. During this period, the 192nd 
TRS was based at Richards-Gebaur AFB, 
Missouri; however, most of its aircraft and 
crews took part in a 90-day deployment to 


Itazuke AFB, Japan, and a 60-day deploy- 

ment to Howard AFB, Panama Canal. 
Released from active duty on 9 June 1969, 

the unit returned to May ANG Base, Reno 


Municipal Airport, where it continued to fly 
Voodoos until July 1975. Since that time, the 
TAC-gained 192nd TRS has been equipped 
with McDonnell RF-4C’s. 


193rd Electronic Combat Squadron 
193rd Electronic Combat Group 
Pennsylvania ANG 


The most recent addition to the Air Guard’s 
roster of flying squadrons was constituted at 
Olmsted AFB (now the Harrisburg Interna- 
tional Airport) on 17 September 1967 to suc- 
ceed the 140th Air Transport Squadron, itself 
the descendant of the 148th Fighter-Bomber 
Squadron. Designated the 193rd TEWS/ 
TEWG, the new squadron/group retained the 
personnel, facilities and Lockheed C-121’s of 
its forerunner. However, the C-121C’s were 
soon supplemented by specially-fitted EC- 
121’s which were better suited to the unit's 
specialized tactical electronic warfare mis- 
sion. After training for almost three years at 
its home base, the 193rd TEWS began in 
July 1970 to rotate EC-121's to Korat AB, 
Thailand, for combat operations in Southeast 
Asia. 

From April to December 1977, the unit was 
known as the 193rd SOS/193rd SOG and 


A Lockheed EC-121S of the 193rd TEWS/193rd TEWG. pa anc 


Seen during a test flight from the Ontario International Airport, CA, this EC-130E was modified by 
Lockheed Aircraft Service prior to delivery to the 193rd TEWS. Lockheed 


began conversion to its present mission air- 
craft, the Lockheed EC-130E. Continuing to 
be TAC-gained, the unit reverted to its 193rd 


TEWS/TEWG designation at the end of 1977, 
but adopted its present ECS/ECG indenti- 
fication on 10 October 1980. 


194th Fighter Interceptor Squadron 
144th Fighter Interceptor Wing 
California ANG 


Reporting directly to the 144th FIW, the 
Fresno-based 194th FIS originated in Oc- 
tober 1943 as the 409th Fighter Squadron, 
372nd Fighter Group. Equipped successively 
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with P-39's, P-40's and P-51's, the 409th 
served as a replacement training unit in the 
Zone of the Interior until inactivated in 
November 1945. Although allotted to the 
Guard in May 1946, the unit was not or- 
ganized for almost three years. Finally, how- 
ever, equipped with North American F-51D’s 
and based at the Hayward Municipal Airport, 


it was federally recognized on 21 March 1949 
as the 194th Fighter Squadron. Remaining at 
its home base and continuing to fly Mustangs 
until the fall of 1954, the 194th was not called 
to active duty during the Korean War. 
Receiving its first Lockheed T-33A trainers 
in September 1954 and its first North Ameri- 
can F-86A's one month later, the 194th FIS 


The current mission aircraft of the Fresno-based 194th FIS, the Delta Dart, entered service with that 


unit during the summer of 1974. René J. Francillon 
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was forced to move to Fresno as the Hay- 
ward MAP could not be upgraded for jet oper- 
ations. At its new base, the Sabre-equipped 
194th FIS reached group status on 7 April 
1956 when the 144th FIG was extended fed- 
eral recognition. ADC-gained since that time, 
the unit has not been called to active duty. Its 
mission aircraft were changed to F-86L’s dur- 
ing the second quarter of 1958 and to Con- 
vair F-102A’s in the winter of 1964. During 
the Deuce decade, the 194th had the unusual 
duty of ferrying twenty F-102A’s from Hahn 
AB, Germany, to Fresno by way of Scotland, 
Iceland, Greenland, and Labrador in January 
1969. Finally, the 194th FIS/144th FIG con- 
verted to Convair F-106A’s in the summer of 
1974. On 9 July 1976, the 144th FIG was in- 
activated, thus leaving the 194th FIS to report 
directly to the co-located 144th FIW. 


A Lockheed T-33A-1-LO of the 194th FIS at Fresno on 20 September 1975. René J. Francillon 


195th Tactical Airlift Squadron 
195th Tactical Airlift Group 
California ANG 


Inactivated on 30 September 1974, this unit 
had been based at Van Nuys Airport from 29 
September 1946 when it received federal rec- 
ognition as the 195th Fighter Squadron (SE). 
Equipped initially with North American 
P-51D’'s, this California Guard unit was the 
heir of the 410th Fighter Squadron, 373rd 
Fighter Group, which had flown P-47D’s with 
the Ninth Air Force in the ETO during the last 
year of the war. During the Korean War, the 


Boeing C-97C’s of the 195th Air Transport Squadron at Van Nuys. Brian R. Baker 


195th continued to fly Mustangs from Van 
Nuys and was on. active duty from 1 March 
1951 until 30 November 1952. 


Having exchanged its F-51D’s for F-51H’s 
after returning to state control in January 
1953, the 195th Fighter-Bomber Squadron 


converted to North American F-86A’s in Janu- 
ary 1955. For the next twenty years, its his- 
tory paralleled that of its Van Nuys compan- 
ion, the 115th Squadron. Thus, after its re- 


equipment with Boeing C-97C’s in January 
1960, the unit became the 195th Air Trans- 
port Squadron (Heavy)/195th Air Transport 
Group. Thus designated, it was on active 
duty between 1 October 1961 and 31 August 
1962. Lockheed C-130A’s, received in April 
1970, were later supplemented in the 195th 
TAS/195th TAG by C-130B Hercules which 
were retained as mission aircraft until deacti- 
vation of the squadron and group in the fall of 
1974. 


196th Tactical Air Support Squadron 
163rd Tactical Air Support Group 
California ANG 


Although achieving some fame in June 
1948 as the first Guard squadron to receive 
jet aircraft, since March 1975 the 196th has 
once again been limited to flying propeller- 
driven aircraft. This California ANG unit re- 
ceived federal recognition on 9 November 
1946 as the heir of the 411th Fighter Squad- 
ron, which had flown P-47D’s in the ETO as 
part of the 373rd Fighter Group, Ninth Air 
Force. Initially equipped with North American 
P-51D’s and based at Norton AFB, the 196th 
Fighter Squadron became the first ANG 
squadron to undergo jet conversion when it 
received its Lockheed F-80C’s in June 1948. 

Called to active duty on 10 October 1950, 
the unit moved to George AFB, CA, where it 
was assigned to the 116th Fighter-Bomber 
Group and re-equipped with Republic F- 
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84E’s. After nine months of training in the 
States, the 196th F-BS moved to Misawa AB, 


Japan, from where it flew air defense mis- 
sions as well as some combat sorties over 


A pair of all-weather Sabre interceptors from the 196th FIS. The unit flew the type during the late fifties 
and early sixties. CA ANG via Cloud 9 Photography 


| Korea. 

| Returned to state control on 10 July 1952, 
the unit was reorganized at Ontario Inter- 
national Airport. Initial post-Korea mission air- 

` craft were F-51H Mustangs which gave place 
to North American F-86A’s in March 1954. 
Assuming an air defense role and becoming 
part of the 163rd FIG, which received federal 


A Convair TF-102A-41-CO of the 196th FIS/163rd FIG at Ontario in 1974. Peter J. Mancus/Cloud 9 Photography 


recognition on 17 May 1958, the 196th FIS 
progressively exchanged its F-86A's for F- 
86D's and then for F-86L’s. Conversion to 
Convair F-102A’s was undertaken during 
1965 and these supersonic interceptors were 
retained as mission aircraft for ten years. The 
Ontario unit was re-equipped with Cessna O- 
2A’s during 1975 and redesignated as TAC- 


gained 196th TASS/163rd TASG on 8 March 
1975. 

After eight years in purgatory, the first ANG 
unit to have flown jets will finally convert from 
O-2A's to F-4C’s during FY83; at that time, it 
will be relocated at March AFB, where jet 
operations present fewer environmental 
problems. 


197th Air Refueling Squadron 
161st Air Refueling Group 
Arizona ANG 


The SAC-gained, KC-135A-equipped 197th 
ARS was recognized on 12 December 1946 
as the heir of the 412th Fighter Squadron, 
373rd Fighter Group, Ninth Air Force, which 
had flown P-47 Thunderbolts in the ETO from 
May 1944 until VE-Day. In the Arizona Guard, 
the unit became the 197th Fighter Squadron 
(SE) and operated North American P-51D's 
first from Luke Field and then from Sky Har- 
bor Airport, Phoenix, in 1948. Re-equipment 
with Republic F-84B’s, initiated in November 
1950, was completed prior to 1 February 
1951 when the squadron was called up. Once 
again operating from Luke AFB, the unit was 
designated the 197th Pilot Training Squadron 
for the duration of its active duty period which 
ended 31 October 1952. 

When the unit was returned to state con- 
trol, Mustangs were once again assigned as 
mission aircraft, but, in 1953, the 197th 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron was re- 
equipped with North American F-86A's. Thus 
equipped, the Phoenix-based unit achieved 
group status on 20 October 1957 when the 
161st FIG was federally recognized. Transi- 


North American F-86A-7-NA’s from the 197th FIS. azanc 


tion to F-86L’s was begun in November 1957; 
however, the all-weather Sabre interceptors 
gave place to Lockheed F-104A/B’s starting 
in April 1960. Called to active duty on 
1 November 1961, the 197th FIS flew Star- 
fighters from Ramstein AB, Germany, as part 
of the Air Guard’s contribution to the USAF 
during the Berlin Crisis. Deactivated on 15 
August 1962, the unit began conversion to 
Boeing C-97G’s and was redesignated the 
197th Air Transport Squadron/161st Air 
Transport Group as of 1 October. Without 
change in mission aircraft or squadron/group 
numbering, the unit designation successively 


changed to military airlift from January 1966, 
to aeromedical airlift from August 1968, and 
back to military airlift squadron/group from 
December 1968. 


A change in mission took place on 1 Aug- 
ust 1972 when the C-97G’s were replaced by 
KC-97L's, and, subsequently, the 197th ARS/ 
161st ARG converted to Boeing KC-135A's in 
October 1977. At that time, the Arizona ANG 
unit became the first in the Air Guard to be 
assigned a woman pilot, First Lieutenant 
Marilyn Koon, who had graduated from pilot 
training in January 1977. 
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Equipped with Boeing C-97G’s, the Phoenix unit served in the transport role for ten years until 1972; the 197th Squadron then switched to the 


Air Refueling Squadron. az ana 


rat 


198th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
156th Tactical Fighter Group 
Puerto Rico ANG 


The Puerto Rico Air National Guard 
(PRANG) was organized in 1947 and its 
198th Fighter Squadron (SE) was extended 
federal recognition on 23 November 1947. 
Equipped with Republic P-47N'’s and based 
at the Isla Grande Airport, the unit inherited 
the history and tradition of the 463rd Fighter 
Squadron, 507th Fighter Group, Twentieth Air 
Force, which had flown combat operations 
from le Shima in the summer of 1945. Redes- 
ignated the 198th Fighter Interceptor Squad- 
ron in November 1952, the squadron began 
jet conversion in the spring of 1954. The arri- 
val of its North American F-86E’s, however, 
was not without problems as the PRANG was 
required to base its jets at the new San Juan 
International Airport while maintaining the 
rest of its organization at Isla Grande. This 
split operation finally ended in May 1956 
when all PRANG activities were consolidated 
at the international airport. It was there that 
the parent group, the 156th Fighter Group 
(AD), received federal recognition on 10 April 
1958 and in the same year the 198th FIS 
converted to F-86D’s. 

In the second half of 1960, the PRANG ex- 
changed its F-86D’s for its third Sabre model, 
the F-86H, and with this conversion the 
squadron and group acquired the 198th TFS/ 
156th TFG designations which they have re- 
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T-33A trainer of the 198th FIS at the San Juan International Airport. pr anc 


tained ever since. During the summer of 
1967, the 198th TFS became the only ANG 
unit assigned the tactical fighter versions of 
the Lockheed Starfighter, the single-seat F- 


FRY = 


104C and the two-seat F-104D, which it re- 
tained until July 1975 when the TAC-gained 
unit converted to its present LTV A-7D’s. 


ERE SL 


From 1967 until 1975 the 198th TFS was the only ANG squadron to fly the tactical fighter version 
of the Starfighter. pr ane 


199th Tactical Fighter Squadron 
154th Composite Group 
Hawaii ANG 


Heir of the 464th Fighter Squadron, which 
had flown P-47N’s from le Shima in 1945 as 
part of the 507th Fighter Group, Twentieth Air 
Force, the 199th Fighter Squadron (SE) was 
organized on 10 September 1946 and re- 
ceived federal recognition shortly thereafter 
on 4 November. Initially equipped with only 
trainer, utility and transport aircraft, the 199th 
operated from Bellows Field where its mis- 
sion aircraft, Republic P-47N Thunderbolts, 
were received in July 1947. Three months 
later, the squadron moved to Hickam Field, 
Honolulu, where it has been based ever 
since. While equipped with P/F-47N’s, the 
unit was twice redesignated in 1952, on 15 
July as the 199th Fighter-Bomber Squadron, 
and on 19 November, as the 199th Fighter In- 
terceptor Squadron. 


Base 


a 


The first type of mission aircraft assigned to the Territory of Hawaii Air National Guard, the Republic 
F-47N served with the 199th Squadron until early in 1954. Ha ana 


Fiscal Year 1954 saw the coming of the jet 
era for the 199th FIS which received its first 
Lockheed T-33A in November 1953 and its 
first North American F-86E three months 
later. During FY57, after training on F-86E's 
for more than two years, the 199th FIS was 
given full responsibility by PACAF for air de- 
fense of the Hawaiian Islands, a mission it 
has retained for two and a half decades. To 
enable the unit to fulfill effectively its active 
air defense responsibilities under all-weather 
conditions, the F-86E’s gave place to F-86L's 
in the spring of 1958. This latter radar- 
equipped and rocket-armed version of the 
Sabre served in the Hawaii ANG (colloquially 
known as the HANG, with its personnel 
proudly referred to as HANGmen) until FY61. 
During this period, the HANG was brought up 


to group strength with the 154th Fighter Inter- 
ceptor Group (AD) receiving federal recogni- 
tion on 1 December 1960. 


The 199th FIS received its first Deuces in 
January 1961 and, within four months, 
F-102A's replaced F-86L’s on active air de- 
fense alert. Aircraft, mission and unit desig- 
nation were unchanged until 10 June 1976 
when the PACAF-gained group and squadron 
respectively became the 154th TFG and 
199th TFS, as F-4C’s replaced the last F- 
102A Delta Daggers in the ANG. As such, the 
unit retains sole responsibility for the air de- 
fense of the 50th state. The last change af- 
fecting the Hawaiian unit became effective on 
3 November 1978 when the 154th TFG was 
redesignated the 154th Composite Group. 


Conversion time: A North American F-86L and a Convair F-102A over Honolulu in 1961. na anc 
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A Curtiss JNS-I, with modified cockpit, of the 115th Observation Squadron, CA NG. ca anc 
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Part Ill: Mission Aircraft of the Guard 


In the more than sixty years since the 
109th Squadron, Minnesota National Guard, 
vas extended federal recognition, 
3uardsmen serving in the pre-World War II 
»bservation squadrons and the postwar ANG 
squadrons have flown a great variety of air- 
sraft. These have ranged from the Curtiss 
Jenny, with its top speed of 75 mph, to the 
McDonnell Phantom ll, capable of reaching 
1,485 mph; and from the Consolidated PT-1, 
neighing 2,400 Ibs., to the Boeing KC-135A, 
jrossing 297,000 Ibs. 

The purpose of Part IIl of this book is to 
summarize the evolution of equipment oper- 
ated by the Observation Squadrons of the 
drewar era and to provide a brief, type-by- 
ype survey of mission aircraft assigned to 
he Air National Guard since 1946. Obviously, 
he history of the development of these air- 
zraft and their service use outside the Guard 
are not within the scope of this book. Read- 
ərs interested in this aspect of aviation his- 
ory should rely on specialized reference 
300ks which are readily available. On the 
other hand, the squadron assignment of the 
aircraft having served in the ANG has not 
deen adequately documented in the past and 
‘his survey will attempt to fill this gap. Aircraft 
which served a support role in the ANG— 
such as the Convair C-131, Douglas C-54, 
-ockheed T-33, North American T-6, Stinson 
_-5, etc.—or which were operated by ANG 
dnits during their Korean War activation— 
such as the Boeing B-29 and North American 
3-45—are not included in this narrative. 


Pre-World War II Mission Aircraft: The 
first aircraft issued to the observation squad- 
rons of the National Guard, beginning during 
the summer of 1922 with Maryland's 104th 
Squadron, were Curtiss Jennies. Deriving its 
popular name from the letters JN of its model 
designation (the JN series combined the best 
features of two earlier Curtiss designs, the 
models J and N), the Jenny was produced in 
arge quantities between 1912 and 1919 asa 
trainer and light observation biplane. Still 
available in number in the early twenties, the 
type was assigned to the first 16 observation 
squadrons. 

The most important versions in Guard ser- 
vice were the JN-4D’s and JN-6H’s built by 
Curtiss during World War |, and the JNS-I's 
which were rebuilt in air depots after the war. 
Powered by engines between 90 and 150 hp 
and normally carrying no armament, these 
Jennies were suited for little but training and 
could not be considered genuine mission air- 
craft. Their limited useful life actually ended 
in September 1927 when the 105th Observa- 
tion Squadron, 30th Division, Tennessee Na- 
tional Guard set fire to the last Jennies in 
U.S. military service. 

To replace the Jennies in the existing 
squadrons and to equip three new squad- 
rons, the Militia Bureau had obtained, during 
FY26, the approval of the War Department to 
acquire a mix of trainers and fully operational 
observation aircraft. The type of observation 
aircraft selected was the new Douglas O-2C 
biplane which, with full armament, had a top 
speed of 126 mph and was more than 50 


sh 
A Consolidated PT-1, 25-252, of the 112th Observation Squadron, OH NG, during a parachute 
training exercise. oH anc 
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A Consolidated O-17, 28-384, of the 104th Observation Squadron, MD NG, on 9 November 1931. mo anc 
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A Douglas O-46A of the 101st Observation Squadron, MA NG, in 1939. ma anc 
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North American O-47B's of the 105th Observation Squadron, TN NG, in September 1940. TN ane 
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mph faster than the old Jenny. Unfortunately, 
the O-2C proved disappointing and, pending 
the availability of the O-2H—a substantially 
improved version of the Douglas biplane—the 
Militia Bureau obtained from the Army Air 
Corps a number of generally comparable 
Curtiss O-11's, as well as the experimental 
Curtiss XO-12. Finally, during FY29 the 
Guard began receiving the O-2H, the first 
type of aircraft specially ordered for its use. 
This type saw much use and was supple- 
mented by a number of Douglas BT-1's, an 
unarmed version of the O-2H which was fitted 
with dual controls for training. Powered by a 
wartime 400 hp Liberty engine, as were the 
O-2C’s and O-2H’s, the last BT-1 remained 
with the Guard until the fall of 1935. 

In the observation squadrons, the opera- 
tional types (O-2C/H, O-11/XO-12, and BT-1) 
were supplemented by two Consolidated air- 
craft, the PT-1 primary trainer and the O-17 
light observation biplane. The former was un- 
armed and was powered by a 180 hp engine, 
and the latter was a slightly heavier aircraft 
with a 220 hp engine. Both types were reli- 
able, but ill-suited as mission aircraft, and 
were operated only for a few years during the 
late twenties and early thirties. 

The first really satisfactory aircraft to be op- 
erated by the Guard was the Douglas O-38 
which entered service in 1931 and was still in 
use ten years later. Developed from the O- 
2H, but powered by a 525 to 625 hp radial 
engine, the aircraft of the O-38 series were 
reliable workhorses with respectable perfor- 
mance, including a top speed of 150 mph for 
the O-38 model. The most important versions 
ordered for the National Guard were the 
O-38’s and O-38B’s, both with open cockpits, 
and the O-38E’s and O-38F's, with canopy- 
covered cockpits. The Militia/National Guard 
Bureau also operated the sole O-38D, the de- 
velopment aircraft for the O-38E/F versions. 


In addition, the Guard also obtained from the 
Army Air Corps a number of generally similar 
Douglas O-25's with a 600 hp liquid-cooled 
engine and open cockpits. 

Up to 1936, all the aircraft types operated 
by the National Guard had been biplanes. 
However, during that year the observation 
squadrons received the first of the Douglas 
O-46A parasol monoplanes which had been 
ordered by the National Guard Bureau during 
FY35. Powered by a 775 hp radial engine 
and fitted with a fully enclosed cockpit but re- 
taining a fixed undercarriage, the O-46A had 
a top speed of 200 mph. Aircraft of this type 
were still in Guard service when the observa- 
tion squadrons were activated one year prior 
to America’s entry into the war and saw lim- 
ited wartime use on antisubmarine patrols. 
An earlier version of the Douglas monoplane, 
the O-43A with a 675 hp liquid-cooled engine, 
was also operated by the Guard as some of 
these aircraft were acquired from the Army 
Air Corps in the late thirties. 

Another quantum jump in performance was 
realized during FY37 when the Guard or- 
dered its first type of aircraft with retractable 
undercarriage, the North American O-47A. 
With a top speed of 221 mph and a fully en- 
closed accommodation for a crew of three, 
the O-47A/B's were truly modern aircraft. 
Several repeat orders were placed as the UE 
complement of each squadron was increased 
to nine aircraft in FY37 and to 14 in FY39, 
and as the organization of ten additiona 
Guard squadrons was authorized during 
FY39. When, beginning in September 1940, 
the Guard squadrons were activated for one 


year or the duration of the war, the O-47A/B’s 
were the most advanced and numerous air- 
craft in their inventory. In 1941—42, they saw 
widespread service on antisubmarine patrols 
along the U.S. coast and were extensively 
operated during training operations in support 
of ground forces. Ten of these aircraft, man- 
ned by crews from as many Guard squad- 
rons, were also deployed to Southeast Asia 
and in 1942 saw some use on antisubmarine 
patrols in Australia. 

Equally modern, even though it was not a 
genuine mission aircraft, the North American 
BC-1A trainer made its debut in the Guard in 
1940. Powered by a 600 hp radial engine and 
fitted with a fully retractable undercarriage, it 
nad a top speed of 207 mph. The BC-1A was 
ntended primarily for use as an instrument 
trainer and was the forerunner of the famous 
AT-6/T-6 series; in fact, the BC-1A was fol- 
owed on North American's assembly line by 
the virtually identical AT-6. In the pre-World 
War Il days, two BC-1A’s were assigned to 
ach observation squadron. Later versions of 
this aircraft, in particular the T-6G, served in 
the National Guard until the late fifties. 

The last types to enter service with the pre- 
war observation squadrons, the Curtiss O-52 
and Stinson O-49, were intended to supple- 
ment the late model O-38’s, O-46A’s and O- 
47A/B’s assigned to these units. The former, 
first ordered in FY40 and delivered beginning 
n the summer of 1941, was somewhat an 
anachronism characterized by high-mounted, 
strut-braced wings and an undercarriage 
which manually retracted into the fuselage 
sides (...some of the time, at least if one 
udges by the accompanying photograph). 
Powered by a 600 hp radial engine, which al- 
owed a top speed of 208 mph, the unsatis- 
factory O-52 was quickly relegated to 
mechanics schools. More successful, the O- 
49 was an American equivalent of the con- 
temporary Fieseler Storch light observaton 
aircraft of the Luftwaffe. Powered by a 295 hp 
radial, it had a top speed of 122 mph but, 
nore significantly, it was capable of operating 
from rough and short fields. It entered Guard 


service toward the end of FY41 and, redesig- 
nated L-1 in 1942, was operated by some of 
the ex-Guard Liaison Squadrons deployed 


A Curtiss O-52, 40-2702, of the 152nd Observation Squadron, RI NG niana 


overseas during World War II. As such, it 
gained distinction as the only prewar type of 
Guard aircraft flown under combat conditions. 


A North American BC-1A of the 120th Observation Squadron, on 18 October 1941. usar 
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Mission Aircraft Since 1946: Only the 
true mission aircraft operated by ANG squad- 
rons are included in this survey. For ease of 
reference, they are listed in alphabetical 
order with a brief description of their operat- 
ing squadrons and the years of their use by 
these units. 


BOEING C-97 AND KC-97 
STRATOFREIGHTER 


The development of a transport version of the 
B-29 Superfortress was undertaken by Boe- 
ing in 1942 and the first XC-97 prototype flew 
on 15 November 1944. Eight additional trans- 
ports derived from the B-29 followed prior to 


the final mass-produced version. Utilizing the 
taller fin and more powerful engines of the B- 
50 bombers, 879 C-97 transports and KC-97 
tankers were built for the USAF through 
1956. 

With the ANG, C-97’s equipped 18 trans- 
port squadrons during a 12-year period com- 
mencing in 1960 when the type was delivered 
to the 133rd Air Transport Squadron, New 
Hampshire ANG, and ending in 1972 with its 
phase-out from the 197th Military Airlift 
Squadron, Arizona ANG. In its KC-97 tanker 
version, the Boeing aircraft was operated by 
ten air refueling squadrons starting with the 
108th in 1961 and ending with the 181st in 
1978. The Guard’s most widely used model 


was the jet-augmented KC-97L. 

ANG squadron deployment (C-97 transport 
version): 102nd NY (63-69), 103rd PA (62- 
69), 105th TN (61-67), 109th MN (60-71), 
115th CA (60-70), 125th OK (60-68), 128th 
GA (61-65), 133rd NH (60-68), 137th NY (61- 
70), 139th NY (60-71), 142nd DE (62-71), 
155th TN (61-67), 158th GA (62-67), 180th 
MO (62-69), 185th OK (61-63), 191st UT (61- 
69), 195th CA (60-70), 197th AZ (62-72). 

ANG squadron deployment (KC-97 tanker 
version): 102nd NY (69-72), 108th IL (61-76), 
126th WI (62-75), 145th OH (62-75), 147th 
PA (72-76), 151st TN (64-76), 180th MO (69- 
76), 181st TX (65-78), 191st UT (72-78), 
197th AZ (72-77). 


A KC-97L-BO, 53-202, from the 191st ARS/151st ARG, UT ANG. ur anc 


BOEING KC-135 
STRATOTANKER 


The transfer of Stratotankers to the ANG 
began during the summer of 1975 and their 
receipt marked the first association of the 
Guard with SAC as a gaining command. 
Since then, 13 ANG squadrons have con- 
verted to KC-135A's, including seven ARS 
previously equipped with KC-97L’s, and six 
squadrons which had been assigned different 
missions. 

The design of a four-engined jet transport 
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AKC-135A-BN, 57-1461, 


prototype capable of being developed into a 
commercial transport—the 707 series—and a 
military tanker/transport—the KC/C-135 
series—was undertaken as a private venture 
by the Boeing Company in May 1952. The 
soundness of this venture was vindicated on 5 
October 1954 when the USAF ordered an ini- 
tial batch of 29 KC-135A tankers; subsequent 
contracts increased the total to 732 KC-135A’s 
and 88 other military versions. The first KC- 
135A flew on 31 August 1956 and delivery to 
the 93rd Air Refueling Squadron, SAC, began 
in June 1958. Seventeen years later, the type 


ok 


entered ANG service with the 145th ARS, 
Ohio ANG. In 1982, the 197th ARS/161st 
ARG, AZ ANG, became the first unit to receive 
Stratotankers re-engined with JT3D turbofans 
in place of the original J57 turbojets. 


KC-135A ANG squadron deployment: 108th 
IL (from 76), 116th WA (from 76), 117th KS 
(from 78), 126th WI (from 77), 132nd ME (from 
76), 133rd NH (from 75), 145th OH (from 75), 
147th PA (from 76), 150th NJ (from 77), 151st 
TN (from 76), 154th AR (from 76), 191st UT 
(from 78), 197th AZ (from 77). 


from the 154th ARS/189th ARG, AR ANG. aranc 


CESSNA A-37 
DRAGONFLY 


Conceived as a primary and intermediate jet 
trainer with side-by-side accommodation for a 
pilot trainee and instructor, the XT-37 made 
its first flight on 12 October 1954. The two 
prototypes were followed by 1,194 T-37A's, 
T-37B’s and T-37C's for the USAF and for- 
eign air forces; the latter receiving T-37C’s 
under the Mutual Air Program. 

After two T-37B’s had been evaluated dur- 
ing 1962 by the Special Air Warfare Center, 
Cessna produced a specialized close air sup- 
port version with strengthened airframe, more 
powerful engines, and armament, including a 
minigun in the nose and external stores on 
eight underwing pylons. Thirty-nine A-37A’s 
were built and were followed by 577 A-37B's. 

In ANG service, A-37B’s were operated be- 
tween 1970 and 1979 by the 104th (MD) and 
138th (NY) Tactical Fighter Squadrons until 
replaced in these units by A-10A’s. During 


FY79, the decision was taken to re-equip 
most Tactical Air Support Squadrons of the 
ANG with a modified version designated OA- 
converting 


37B. The first TASS from 


O-2A's to OA-37B’s was the 176th in Wiscon- 
sin, which did so during FY79/80. Since then 
OA-37B’s have been delivered to the 103rd 
(PA), 169th (IL) and 172nd (MS) TASS. 


CESSNA O-2 
SUPER SKYMASTER 


A militarized version of the Cessna 337 push- 
pull light aircraft, the O-2A was delivered to 
the USAF in 1967 to serve in the forward air 
controller role (FAC). For this mission the O- 
2A was equipped with four wing hardpoints, 
for gun/rocket pods or other stores, and was 
flown as a two-seater. For light transport and 
liaison duty, the aircraft had provision for four 
removable passenger seats. A total of 501 O- 
2A's, as well as 31 O-2B's fitted for psycho- 
logical warfare duty, were built by Cessna. 
The O-2A entered ANG service in 1970 with 
the 103rd TASS. 

ANG squadron deployment: 103rd PA (70- 
82), 135th MD (71-77), 137th NY (from 71), 
169th IL (71-80), 172nd MI (71-80), 176th WI 
(74-79), 196th CA (from 75). 


An O-2A-CE, 67-21403, from the 176th TASS/128th TASW, WI ANG. wiane 


CESSNA U-3 


Pending delivery of their Cessna O-2A's, 


three Tactical Air Support Squadrons were 
temporarily equipped with Cessna U-3A light 
twin aircraft (as illustrated) or its U-3B version 


with swept tail. Nicknamed Blue Canoes, 
other U-3A/B’s served with ANG headquar- 
ters units. 


A U-3A-CE, 57-5853, from the 103rd TASS/111th TASG, PA ANG. via cioud 9 Photography 
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CONVAIR F-102 
DELTA DAGGER 


With the ANG, as it had earlier with the 
USAF, the F-102 earned the distinction of 
being the service's first all-missile, delta wing, 
all-weather interceptor. Developed, together 
with its Hughes MG-3 fire-control systems 
and Hughes Falcon air-to-air guided missiles, 
as part of the Air Defense weapon system 


A TF-102A-30-CO, 55-4041, from the 199th FIS/154th FIG, HA ANG. Ha anc 
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WS201A, the first YF-102 (serial 52-7994) 
flew at Edwards AFB, California, on 24 Oc- 
tober 1953. Following a major redesign to 
correct performance deficiencies, the aircraft 
entered quantity production at the San Diego 
plant of General Dynamics where 875 single- 
seat F-102A supersonic fighters and 63 two- 
seat TF-102A combat trainers were built be- 
tween 1955 and 1958. Named Delta Dagger, 


the F-102A entered USAF service with the 
327th FIS at George AFB, California, in June 
1956. 

The first ANG unit to be equipped with 
F-102A’s was the 182nd FIS, Texas ANG, at 
Kelly AFB, which received its first Delta Dag- 
gers in early 1960 and had fully converted to 
the type by July 1960. Twenty-two additional 
fighter interceptor squadrons of the ANG 
were equipped with F/TF-102A’s and peak in- 
ventory was reached in the late sixties. The 
199th FIS, Hawaii ANG, which had received 
its first Delta Daggers in 1961, became the 
last ANG unit to fly F-102A’s; its last Delta 
Dagger was phased out in 1976. 

ANG squadron deployment: 102nd NY (72- 
75), 111th TX (60-75), 116th WA (66-69), 
118th CT (65-71), 122nd LA (60-70), 123rd 
OR (66-71), 132nd ME (69), 134th VT (65- 
74), 146th PA (60-75), 151st TN (63-64), 
152nd AZ (64-69), 157th SC (63-75), 159th 
FL (60-74), 175th SD (60-70), 176th WI (66- 
74), 178th ND (66-69), 179th MN (66-72), 
182nd TX (60-69), 186th MT (66-72), 190th 
ID (64-75), 194th CA (64-74), 196th CA (65- 
75), 199th HA (61-76). 


An F-106B-1-CO, 57-2517, from the 186th FIS/120th FIG, MT ANG, in September 1974. 


Peter J. Mancus/Cloud 9 Photography 


CONVAIR F-106 
DELTA DART 


A derivative of the F-102A with a more pow- 
erful engine, improved systems and substan- 
tially better performance, the F-106A is the 
last type of interceptor fighter to have been 
ordered for the USAF. It entered USAF ser- 
vice in May 1959, more than 23 years ago, 
with the 498th FIS. Fortunately, the Delta 
Dart and its systems have been progressively 
modernized and the type remains one of the 
best aircraft in its class. A total of 340 Delta 
Darts, including 277 F-106A single-seaters 
and 63 F-106B two-seaters, has been built by 
Convair. 

Beginning in April 1972, when the first F- 
106A/B’s were delivered to the 186th FIS, 
Delta Darts have equipped six Guard squad- 
rons. 

ANG squadron deployment: 101st MA 
(from 72), 119th NJ (from 73), 159th FL (from 
74), 171st MI (72-78), 186th MT (from 72), 
194th CA (from 74). 


A C-46D-10-CU, 44-77878, from the 130th Air Resupply Squadron, WV ANG, on 8 May 1957. usar 
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CURTISS C-46 
COMMANDO 


One of the largest and heaviest twin piston 
engine transport aircraft, the C-46 saw wide- 


spread service with the USAAF during World 
War Two and with the USAF until the early 


sixties. With the Guard, the C-46 was first op- 


erated by the Territory of Hawaii National 
Guard which used two C-46F’s as part of the 
equipment of its 199th Utility Flight beginning 
in 1947. 

Eight years later, C-46D’s became the mis- 
sion aircraft selected to equip new air resup- 


ply/troop carrier/aeromedical transport squad- 
rons being formed in the Air National Guard 


to replace fighter squadrons at stations un- 
suitable for jet aircraft. Within four years, 


however, the C-46D’s were replaced by more 
modern equipment. 


ANG squadron deployment: 129th CA (55- 
58), 130th WV (55-58), 135th MD (55-58), 


140th PA (56-58), 143rd RI (55-58), 145th 
OH (56-57), 150th NJ (56-58). 


DE HAVILLAND C-7 
CARIBOU 


This Canadian-built STOL transport, desig- 
nated DHC-4 by its manufacturer, was first 
ordered by the U.S. Army in 1957 under the 
AC-1 designation. U.S. orders totalled 164 
aircraft, including five YAC-1’s, 56 AC-1’s 
(redesignated CV-2A’s in 1962) and 103 AC- 
1A’'s (CV-2B's after 1962). After being oper- 
ated by the U.S. Army for almost seven 
years, the CV-2A/B’s were transferred in 
1967 to the USAF and were redesignated C- 
7A’s and C-7B’s. These aircraft saw much 
service during the Southeast Asia War. 

After the war in Vietnam ended, the ANG 
acquired, in June 1973, a sufficient number of 
C-7A/B's to equip its 150th TAS/170th TAG, 
New Jersey ANG. Less than four years later, 
these aircraft were transferred to the 135th 
TAS/135th TAG, Maryland ANG, which oper- 
ated them until the end of 1980. 


A C-7B-DH, 62-4146, from the 150th TAS/170th TAG, NJ ANG, in October 1974. 


A. Hattner via Cloud 9 Photography 


DE HAVILLAND U-6 
BEAVER 


When, during the Southeast Asia War, the 
USAF needed all the Helio U-10's it could 
get, three Air Commando Squadrons—the 


129th, 
143rd, 


California; 
Rhode 


135th, Maryland; and 
Island—were temporarily 


forced to return their U-10's to the USAF. Be- 
ginning in 1965 with the 135th, and ending in 


1967 with all three squadrons, U-6A light 
transport aircraft were operated by these 


ANG units as interim mission aircraft until the 
return of their U-10’s 


A U-6A-DH, 52-6095, from the 143rd Air Commando Squadron, RI ANG. rianc 


DOUGLAS B-26 AND RB-26 
INVADER 


Designated A-26B, when fitted with a gun 
nose, and A-26C, when fitted with a transpa- 
rent nose incorporating a bombardier station, 
the Douglas Invader was the most modern 
twin-engined, light bomber in USAAF service 
at the end of World War Two. It was selected 
to equip 12 bombardment squadrons (light) 
being formed in the National Guard, as well 
as to serve as a target-towing aircraft with the 
Guard's fighter squadrons. 


The first Guard unit to receive A-26’s as 
mission aircraft was the 180th BS (L) at St. 
Joseph, Missouri. Of the twelve A-26 (B-26 
from June 1948) bombardment squadrons 
formed in the Guard during the late forties, 
six had been re-equipped with other types of 
aircraft by the end of the Korean War; how- 
ever, two other squadrons received B-26’s at 
that time. In the reconnaissance role, four 
squadrons flew RB-26’s during the fifties. 


As mission aircraft, the Invader was 
phased out of the Guard in 1957-58. The 
type, however, continued in limited use as a 
staff transport (VB-26B) and utility aircraft 
(TB-26B) for a number of years with the last 
VB-26B being retired in 1972. 


ANG squadron’ deployment (A/B-26 
bomber version): 102nd NY (47-51 and 52- 
57), 103rd PA (48-51), 106th AL (46-51), 


T AE 


t m en 


B-26C-DT's from the 149th Bombardment Squadron (Light), VA ANG. va ane 


107th MI (46-50), 108th IL (47-52), 110th MO 
(52-57), 112th OH (46-52), 114th NY (47-51 
and 52-57), 115th CA (46-51 and 52), 117th 
PA (48-52), 122nd LA (46-57), 149th VA (53- 
58),168th IL (46-57), and 180th MO (46-57). 

ANG squadron deployment (RB-26 recon- 
naissance version): 106th AL (51-57), 155th 
TN (53-56), 183rd MS (53-57), and 184th AR 
(53-56). 


159 


DOUGLAS C-47 
SKYTRAIN 


For almost thirty years, beginning in 1946, 
the venerable Gooney Bird was operated as 
a support aircraft by most ANG flying squad- 


ad 


rons, groups and wings, as well as by state 


headquarters and the National Guard Bureau. 


It played an important role in enabling the Air 
National Guard to fulfill its mission. In addi- 


tion, the 144th Air Transport Squadron 


(Light), Alaska ANG, operated six C-47A's as 


its primary mission aircraft between July 1957 
and April 1960. 


A C-47A-20-DK, 42-93166, from the 187th FIS/153rd FIG, WY ANG. wy ane 


A C-124C-DL, 52-971, from the 156th MAS/145th MAG, NC ANG. nc ane 


FAIRCHILD C-119 
FLYING BOXCAR 


With its distinctive cargo/troop carrying fuse- 


a i 


lage pod and twin-boom configuration, the C- 
119 was a more powerful and heavier version 
of the Fairchild C-82. Eight years after enter- 


AC-119C-70-FA, 51-8236, from the 187th Aeromedical Transport Squadron, WY ANG. wy ane 
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DOUGLAS C-124 
GLOBEMASTER II 


Able to airlift large pieces of military equip- 
ment, the C-124 served with the USAF and 
ANG for almost a quarter of a century along- 
side the faster, but less capacious, jet trans- 
ports. It was only with the availability, in MAC 
service, of the Lockheed C-5A that the obso- 
lete Douglas transport could finally be retired. 

In the ANG, the Globemaster II entered 
service in January 1966 with the 128th MAS/ 
116th MAG, Georgia ANG. The other Georgia 
unit, the 158th MAS/165th MAG, became the 
last unit to phase out C-124C’s, in September 
1974. 

ANG squadron deployment: 105th TN (67- 
71), 125th OK (68-73), 128th GA (66-73), 
133rd NH (68-71), 155th TN (67-74), 156th 
NC (67-71), 158th GA (67-74), 183rd MS (67- 
72),185th OK (68-74), and 191st UT (69-72). 


ing service with the USAF, Flying Boxcars 
(MC-119J’s) were handed over to the newly 
organized aeromedical transport squadrons 
of the ANG, beginning with Mississippi's 
183rd. In this role, the aircraft was replaced 
between 1961 and 1962 by the quieter and 
more comfortable four-engined C-121's. 


In its C-119G and C-119L versions, the air- 
craft again saw service with three ANG air 
commando/special operations squadrons (the 
129th, California; 130th, West Virginia; and 
143rd, Rhode Island) as a troop and supply 
transport. The type was finally retired in 
1975. 


ANG squadron deployment: 102nd NY (58- 
62), 129th CA (63-75), 130th WV (65-75), 
140th PA (58-62), 143rd RI (71-75), 145th 
OH (57-62), 147th PA (61-73), 150th NJ (58- 
61), 156th NC (61-62), 167th WV (61-63), 
183rd MS (57-61), and 187th WY (61-63). 


FAIRCHILD C-123 
PROVIDER 


With the supplement of two wing-tip mounted 
J44 turbojets to boost the two R-2800 radial 
engines of its C-123B cargo/troop transports, 
and the provision of a ski/wheel undercar- 
riage, the USAF obtained, in 1957, an aircraft 
ideally suited for Arctic operations. Ten C- 
123B’s were modified to this configuration 
and were redesignated C-123J’s. Between 
1960 and 1976, these aircraft were operated 
by the 144th Air Transport Squadron, later, 
Tactical Airlift Squadron, Alaska ANG. 


A C-123J-FA, 54-647, from the 144th Air 
Transport Squadron, AK ANG. usar 


FAIRCHILD REPUBLIC A-10 
THUNDERBOLT II 


One of the newest aircraft to join the ANG, 
being delivered straight off the assembly line 
during the summer of 1979, the A-10A is an 
aircraft optimized for tank-busting operations. 
Heavily armoured and carrying a heavy 
punch, including a 30mm GAU-8/A cannon 
and up to 16,000 pounds of external stores, 
the A-10A had been assigned to the 104th 
Maryland, 118th Connecticut, 131st Maine, 
and 138th New York Tactical Fighter Squad- 
rons by the close of FY80. During FY82, A- 
10A’s replaced OA-37B’s in the 176th TASS 
Wisconsin, with this unit being redesignated 
176th TFS. 


An A-10A-FA, 78-583, from the 131st TFS/104th 
TFG, MA ANG. ma anG 


GRUMMAN SA-16/HU-16 
ALBATROSS 


The only amphibian to have served as mis- 
sion aircraft in the ANG, the SA-16 (redesig- 
nated HU-16 in 1962) equipped four squad- 
rons. The first two units received their A/ba- 
trosses in 1955 and kept them 16 years. In 
ANG service, the SA-16/HU-16 served for 
troop transport in support of Army Special 
Forces. With the USAF, it had been used 
essentially for rescue duties. 

ANG squadron deployment: 129th CA (56- 
63), 130th WV (56-64), 135th MD (55-71), 
and 143th RI (55-71). 


An HU-16B-GR, 51-7212, from the 135th Air 
Commando Squadron, MD ANG. 


Roger F. Besecker via AAHS 


HELIO U-10 
SUPER COURIER 


With its outstanding STOL performance, the 
U-10 was well suited to special operations. It 
was a good complement to the C-119’s and 
HU-16's which equipped four Air Commando/ 
Special Operations Squadrons of the ANG. In 
the Guard, the aircraft made its debut in 


1963. Two years later, however, most of the 
U-10's in the ANG were transferred back to 


the USAF for duty in Vietnam. In 1967, most 
were returned to the Guard. 


ANG squadron deployment: 129th CA (63- 
66 and 67-75), 130th WV (64-74), 135th MD 
(63-65 and 67-71), and 143rd RI (63-65 and 
67-75). 


A U-10D-HE of the 143rd Special Operations 
Squadron, RI ANG. ri anc 


C-121C-LO’s from the 150th ATS/170th ATG, NJ ANG. nsanc 


LOCKHEED C-121 AND EC-121 
SUPER CONSTELLATION 


During the late forties and the fifties, Lock- 
heed Constellations and Super Constellations 
were among the best transport aircraft in both 
civilian and military service. The first aircraft 
in the series had been ordered by airlines 
prior to America’s entry into World War Il. 
They were completed, however, during the 
war as C-69 transports for the USAAF. In 
U.S. military service, they were followed by 
C-121's (initially R7V’s with the U.S. Navy) 
which served mainly in the transport role and 
as airborne early warning aircraft. 

With the ANG, C-121’s were first used in 
the aeromedical evacuation role, beginning 
with the 183rd ATS. Later, they also were 
used as personnel! transports until being 
phased out in 1973. In the electronic warfare 
role, the specialized EC-121S version was 
operated by the 193rd TEWS from 1967 until 
1977. 

ANG squadron deployment: 140th PA (62- 
67), 147th PA (63-72), 150th NJ (61-73), 
156th NC (62-67), 167th WV (63-72), 183rd 
MS (61-67), 187th WY (63-72), and 193rd PA 
(67-77). 


LOCKHEED C-130 
HERCULES 


First flown on 23 August 1954 and entering 
USAF service in December 1956, the Herky 
Bird remains the most important tactical 
transport aircraft built in the United States. 
Still in production, with some of the most re- 


we 


A C-130B-LM from the 156th TAS/145th TAG, NC ANG. neane 


cent deliveries made directly from the factory 


to ANG squadrons, the Hercules continues to 
serve military and civilian operators in a wide- 
range of duties. 


Since April 1970, when C-130A's were first 
delivered to California’s 115th TAS, C-130A/ 


= 


B/E/H’s have equipped 21 Tactical Airlift 
Squadrons of the ANG (19 of which were still 
operating them at the end of FY82). The 
ANG’s Aerospace Rescue and Recovery 
Squadrons, the 102nd and 129th, have oper- 
ated the specially configured HC-130P’s 
since 1975. In Pennsylvania, the 193rd ECS 
has flown EC-130E’s since 1977. 

ANG squadron deployment (C-130 trans- 
port versions): 105th TN (from 71), 109th MN 
(from 71), 115th CA (from 70), 130th WV 
(from 75), 133rd NH (71-75), 135th MD (from 
80), 139th NY (from 71), 142nd DE (from 71), 
143rd RI (from 75), 144th AK (from 76), 155th 
TN (from 74), 156th NC (from 71), 158th GA 
(from 74), 164th OH (from 76), 167th WV 
(from 72), 180th MO (from 76), 181st TX 
(from 78), 183rd MS (from 72), 185th OK 
(from 74), 187th WY (from 72), and 195th CA 
(70-74). 

ANG squadron deployment (EC-130 ECM 
version): 193rd PA (from 77). 

ANG squadron deployment (HC-130 res- 
cue version): 102nd NY (from 75) and 129th 
CA (from 75). 


al 
~ 
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F-80C-12-LO’s (modernized F-80B’s) from the 188th FIS, NM ANG. nm anG 


LOCKHEED F-80 and RF-80 
SHOOTING STAR 


The first jet aircraft to be operated by ANG 
units, the F-80, was assigned to six squad- 
rons prior to the Korean War, with the distinc- 
tion of being the first Guard unit to complete 
its jet conversion going to California’s 196th 
Fighter Squadron in June 1948. However, as 
jet aircraft were urgently needed by the USAF 
when the war broke out in Korea, all six 
squadrons were divested of their Shooting 
Stars in 1950. In the post-Korean War period, 
F-80C’s, including F-80A’s and B's brought 
up to the same standards, again equipped 22 
ANG squadrons. The last F-80’s in the Guard 
were phased out in 1958. 


A closely related aircraft, the T-33A trainer, 
initially designated TF-80C, was flown until 
the mid-seventies as a support aircraft by 
many Guard units. None of them, however, 
operated T-33A’s as mission aircraft. T-33A’s 
were flown by the 111th FIS, Texas ANG, to 
operate the ANG Jet Instrument School. 

While on active duty during the Korean War 
period, the 157th (SC), 160th (AL), and 185th 


(OK) Tactical Reconnaissance Squadrons 
operated RF-80A reconnaissance aircraft; 
these units, however, converted back to Mus- 
tangs upon being returned to state control. 


Beginning in 1954, RF-80A’s were assigned 
to five Guard squadrons and the type sol- 


diered on with the 105th Tactical Reconnais- 
sance Squadron until 1961. 


ANG squadron deployment (F-80 fighter 
version): 110th MO (57), 111th TX (55-57), 
113th IN (55-56), 117th KS (57-58), 117th PA 
(53-56), 120th CO (53-57), 122nd LA (57), 


124th IA (53-56), 125th OK (54-57), 126th WI 
(49-51), 127th KS (54-58), 132nd ME (48-50), 


144th AK (54-55), 157th SC (55-58), 158th 
GA (48-50), 159th FL (48-50 and 55-56), 


163rd IN (54-56), 164th OH (53-54), 166th 
OH (53-54), 173rd NB (48-50 and 53-56), 
174th IA (53-56), 182nd TX (56-57), 185th 
OK (53-58), 187th WY (53-58), 188th NM 
(53-58), and 196th CA (47-50). 

ANG squadron deployment (RF-80 recon- 
naissance version): 105th TN (54-61), 153rd 
MS (55-57), 154th AR (54-57), 160th AL (51- 
52 and 55-56), and 184th AR (56). 


LOCKHEED F-94 
STARFIRE 


When, during the late forties, delays were ex- 
perienced with the development of jet- 
powered, all-weather interceptors for the 
USAF, Lockheed stepped in with an interim 
design. Based on the airframe of the T-33A 
trainer, but fitted with a more powerful, after- 
burning engine, interception radar and arma- 
ment, the F-94A entered USAF service in 
May 1950. A total of 854 Starfires was built 
for the USAF. 

First assigned, during the Korean War call- 
up, to three ANG squadrons (the 121st 
Washington D.C., 142nd Maine, and 148th 
Pennsylvania) serving on active duty with the 
Air Defense Command, the F-94A and B ver- 
sions reentered ANG service in June 1953 
when Starfires replaced F-51H’s in the 137th 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron, New York 
ANG. With the F-94A/B’s later supplemented 
by F-94C’'s, which had an all-rocket arma- 
ment, the Starfire equipped twenty-one FIS’s 
of the Guard. The last F-94C’s were phased 
out before the end of the fifties. 


ANG squadron deployment: 101st MA (54- 
58), 102nd NY (57-58), 103rd PA (55-59), 


LOCKHEED F-104 
STARFIGHTER 


With Allied air forces, notably in Western 
Europe and Japan, Starfighters have been 
numerically the most important fighter aircraft 
since the mid-sixties. With the USAF and the 
ANG, on the other hand, the F-104 saw only 


109th MN (57), 114th NY (57-58), 116th WA 
(55-57), 118th CT (56-57), 123rd OR (55-57), 
131st MA (54-58), 132nd ME (54-57), 133rd 
NH (54-58), 134th VT (54-58), 136th NY (54- 


57), 137th NY (53-58), 138th NY (53-57), 
139th NY (54-57), 175th SD (54-58), 178th 
ND (54-58), 179th MN (54-59), 180th MO 
(57-58), and 190th ID (55-56). 


An F-94A-5-LO, 49-2569, with wing gun pods, from the 101st FIS, MA ANG. wa im Susvan Coud 9 Photography 


limited service even though it was the first 
Mach 2 American combat aircraft. 


Beginning in early 1960, when the 157th 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron received its first 
F-104A/B’s, three Guard interceptor squad- 
rons flew Starfighters, including a deployment 
to Europe while on active duty for the Berlin 


Crisis. Their aircraft, however, were returned 
to the USAF in 1962-63. In the tactical role, 
F-104C/D's were operated by the 198th TFS 
for eight years, beginning in the summer of 
1967. 

ANG squadron deployment: 151st TN (60- 
63), 157th SC (60-63), 197th AZ (60-62), and 
198th PR (67-75). 


An F-104A-20-LO, 56-822, of the 151st FIS/134th FIG, TN ANG. usar 
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A TA-7C-CV, 79-0461, from the 162nd TFTG, AZ ANG. bon spering 


LTV A-7 
CORSAIR Il 


Designed as a carrier-based light attack air- 
craft, the Corsair II made its first flight on 27 
September 1965 in the original A-7A version, 
and on 5 April 1968 in its A-7D version, for 
the USAF. Having night/all-weather attack 
and navigation capability, the A-7D has 
gained a high reputation for high precision at- 
tack and reliable operation. 

Beginning in October 1975, when the 188th 
TFS acquired its first Corsair Ils, A-7D’s have 
been used to equip 15 tactical fighter squad- 
rons of the Air National Guard. At the begin- 
ning of the eighties, these squadrons started 
supplementing their A-7D single-seat fighter- 
bombers with factory-new A-7K two-seat 
combat trainers. 

ANG squadron deployment: 107th MI (from 
78), 112th OH (from 79), 120th CO (from 74), 
124th IA (from 77), 125th OK (from 78), 146th 
PA (from 75), 149th VA (from 82), 152nd AZ 
(from 76), 157th SC (from 74), 162nd OH 
(from 77), 166th OH (from 74), 174th IA (from 
76), 175th SD (from 77), 188th NM (from 73), 
and 198th PR (from 75). 


SS SS 


McDONNELL F-4 AND RF-4 
PHANTOM II 


First orderd by the Navy in 1954 as a carrier 
fighter, the F-4 became numerically the most 
important U.S. military aircraft of the sixties 
and early seventies. Between 27 May 1958, 
when its XF4H-1 prototype made its first 
flight, and 1979, when the last F-4E was de- 
livered to the ROKAF, a total of 5,177 Phan- 
tom II's was built for the United States and al- 
lied nations. Main fighter versions for the 
USAF were the F-4C (first delivered to TAC 
in November 1963), the F-4D and F-4E. The 
RF-4C, the reconnaissance version of the 
Phantom II for the USAF and the ANG, was 
first delivered in 1964 for service with TAC. 

Whereas the USAF had first used Phantom 
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Il’s in the fighter role, the Guard initially re- 
ceived RF-4C’s, with Alabama’s 106th TRS 
commencing its conversion in February 1971. 
Since then, seven additional TRS have re- 
ceived RF-4C’s. The fighter version of the 
Phantom Il was first assigned to the 170th 
TFS, Illinois ANG, in January 1972; F-4C/D’s 
now equip 16 squadrons of the ANG. 


ANG squadron deployment (F-4C/D fighter 
version): 110th MO (from 79), 113th IN (from 
79), 121st DC (from 81), 122nd LA (from 79), 
127th KS (from 79), 134th VT (from 82), 
141st NJ (from 81), 163rd IN (from 79), 170th 
IL (from 72), 182nd TX (from 79), 184th AR 
(from 79), and 199th HA (from 76) Tactical 
Fighter Squadrons; and 111th TX (from 81), 


Fe is lial 


An F-4C-26-MC, 64-970, from the 178th FIS/119th FIG, ND ANG, in November 1978. Peter J. Mancus Cloud 9 Photography 


123rd OR (from 81), 171st MI (from 78), and 
178th ND (from 77) Fighter Interceptor 
Squadrons. 

ANG squadron deployment (RF-4C recon- 
naissance version): 106th AL (from 71), 
153rd MS (from 79), 160th AL (from 71), 
165th KY (from 76), 173rd NB (from 72), 
179th MN (from 76), 190th ID (from 75), and 
192nd NV (from 75) Tactical Reconnaissance 
Squadrons. 

Scheduled conversions announced during 
FY82 include the 136th FIS New York and 
196th California which will receive F-4C’s; the 
128th TFS Georgia which will gain F-4D's; 
and the 160th TRS Alabama which will con- 
vert from RC-4C’s to F-4D’s to become the 
160th TFS. 


McDONNELL F-101 AND RF-101 
VOODOO 

Developed from the XF-88 experimental pene- 
tration fighter, the Voodoo was built for the 
USAF in the F-101A (escort), F-101B/F (inter- 
ception), F-101C (tactical strike), RF-101A/C 
(reconnaissance) and TF-101 (operational 
training) versions. In its F-101A and RF-101A 
versions, the aircraft entered service with the 
USAF in 1956. The F-101B joined the ADC 
three years later. 

With the ANG, the first Voodoos were the 
specially modified RF-101G/H’s which were 
obtained by converting F-101A/C airframes 
into tactical reconnaissance aircraft and 
which entered service in 1965. Later, seven 
ANG tactical reconnaissance squadrons also 
flew RF-101A’s, RF-101C’s and RF-101B's, 
the latter being a modification of surplus F- 
101B airframes. In addition, beginning in 
1969, seven fighter interceptor squadrons 
flew two-seat Voodoos; in 1982, only the 
111th FIS, TX ANG, retained a few F-101B's 
while converting to Phantom II's. 


ANG squadron deployment (RF-101 recon- 
naissance version): 107th MI (71-72), 153rd 
MS (70-78), 154th AR (65-75), 165th KY (65- 
76), 171st MI (71-72), 184th AR (70-72), and 
192nd NV (65-75). 


ANG squadron deployment (F-101 inter- 


ceptor version): 111th TX (71-82), 116th WA 
(69-76), 123rd OR (71-81), 132nd ME (69- 
76), 136th NY (71-81), 178th ND (69-77), and 
179th MN (72-75). 


A TF-101B-105-MC, 58-297, from the 132nd FIS/101st FIG, ME ANG. Peter Lewis, via Cloud 9 Photography 


MARTIN B-57, EB-57 
AND RB-57 


The prototype of the Canberra light bomber 
and reconnaissance aircraft made its first 
flight in England on 13 May 1949. Two years 
later, the British-designed twinjet was placed 
in production under license by the Glenn L. 
Martin Company, and American-built RB- 
57A’s entered USAF service in April 1954. A 
total of 403 B/RB-57’s was built for the USAF 
and the type served in the tactical bombing 
and reconnaissance, strategic reconnais- 
sance, training and target towing, and night 
interdiction roles. 

After serving with the 363rd TRW, USAF, 
RB-57A's were handed over to the ANG in 
1958 to equip four TRS. Later supplemented 
by RB-57B/C/E’s, these aircraft were used to 
equip a fifth squadron in 1961. However, by 
early 1972, RB-57’s were operated only by 
the 117th. This squadron then converted to 
B-57G's configured for night interdiction and 
flew this version for two years. Beginning in 
1974, the Martin twinjet, in its EB-57 version, 
was operated by two Defense System Evalu- 
ation Squadrons, the 117th and 134th. The 
last-mentioned unit retired the last Martin in 
U.S. service when it converted to F-4's in the 
winter of 1981. 


ANG squadron deployment (RB-57 recon- 
naissance version): 117th KS (58-72), 154th 


AR (58-65), 165th KY (58-65), 172nd MI (58- 
71), and 192nd NY (61-65). 


ANG squadron deployment (B-57G night 
interdiction version): 117th KS (72-74). 

ANG squadron deployment (EB-57 ECM 
version): 117th KS (74-78) and 134th VT (74- 
82). 


Martin RB-57A of the 189th TRG, Arkansas ANG. René Francilion collection 
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NORTH AMERICAN P-51 AND RF-51 
MUSTANG 


Assigned as. mission aircraft to more Guard 
squadrons than any other type of aircraft, the 
P-51/F-51 Mustang, and its RF-51D photo- 
graphic reconnaissance and TF-51D training 
versions, served in the ANG eleven years. 
Deliveries of the aircraft started in 1946 when 


the first postwar fighter squadrons (SE) were 
formed, until March 1957, when the 167th 
Fighter Interceptor Squadron, West Virginia 
ANG, relinquished its last F-51D. 


The design of the Mustang originated in 
January 1940 to meet the requirements of the 
British Purchasing Commission for an Ameri- 
can-built fighter aircraft with performance 


An F-51D-NA from the 185th Fighter Squadron, OK ANG. ox ane 


Three North American F-51D’s from the 149th FIG formate over central Texas. Tail wheels were 
locked down due to maintenance difficulties with retraction system. Texas ANG 


kins eve 


An F-51H-5-NA, 44-64382, from the 139th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, NY ANG. ny ane 
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equal or superior to those of the Curtiss P-40. 
The first versions—including those built for 
the British, and the P-51/P-51A, A-36A and 
F-6B models for the USAF—were powered by 
Allison V-1710 engines. However, it was the 
installation of Rolls-Royce Merlin engines, 
built under license by Packard, which turned 
later versions of the Mustang into truly out- 
standing fighters excelling in the long-range, 
high-altitude, bomber escort role. Until 1945, 
when production ended, a total of 15,868 
Mustangs was built for the U.S. and its allies. 


Large numbers of P-51D’s were available 
at the end of the war to equip a majority of 
the fighter squadrons organized in the Na- 
tional Guard beginning in 1946. During the 
summer of 1950, however, the ANG lost 
some of its F-51D’s (the type symbol had 
been changed to the symbol F in June 1948 
when the USAF dropped the P-pursuit desig- 
nation for that of F-fighter) when the type be- 
came urgently needed to equip USAF squad- 
rons in combat. Later on, additional F-51D’s, 
as well as a smaller number of F-51H’s and 
RF-51D’s, were assigned to ANG squadrons 
to replace F-80’s and F-84’s being transfer- 
red to regular USAF units or to re-equip other 
ANG squadrons after their return from active 
duty. Thus, no fewer than 75 out of the 98 fly- 
ing squadrons having served in the ANG 
since 1946 were equipped at one time or 
another with Mustangs; 44 of these squad- 
rons had P-51D's/F-51D’s as their first mis- 
sion aircraft, 29 other squadrons later con- 
verted to F-51D’s or F-51H’s, and seven were 
equipped with RF-51D’s. 


ANG squadron deployment (F-51D/H 
fighter version): 101st MA (51-54), 103rd PA 
(53-54), 104th MD (51-55), 107th MI (52-54), 
108th IL (52-55), 109th MN (46-56), 110th 
MO (46-52), 111th TX (47-51 and 52-54), 
112th OH (52-56), 113th IN (47-55), 115th 
CA (53-54), 116th WA (47-50 and 52-54), 
118th CT (52-53), 119th NJ (52-55), 120th 
CO (46-53), 121st DC (52-54), 123rd OR (46- 
51 and 52-53), 124th IA (46-53), 125th OK 
(47-50 and 52-54), 126th WI (47-49 and 52- 
53), 127th KS (46-50 and 52-54), 128th GA 
(52), 131st MA (51-54), 132nd ME (50-54), 
133rd NH (52-54), 134th VT (50-54), 136th 
NY (52-54), 137th NY (52-53), 138th NY (50- 
53), 139th NY (51-54), 141st NJ (52-55), 
142nd DE (52-54), 146th PA (51-54), 147th 
PA (51-54), 148th PA (50-51 and 52-55), 
152nd RI (52-55), 154th AR (46-50), 155th 
TN (46-51), 156th NC (49-51 and 52-53), 
157th SC (46-50 and 52-54), 158th GA (52- 
53), 159th FL (47-48 and 52-55), 160th AL 
(47-50), 162nd OH (48-55), 163rd IN (47-54), 
164th OH (48-53), 165th KY (47-51 and 52- 
56), 166th OH (47-50 and 52-54), 167th WV 
(52-57), 168th IL (54-55), 169th IL (47-56), 
170th IL (48-53), 171st MI (48-50 and 52-55), 
172nd MI (47-54), 173rd NB (46-48 and 50- 
53), 174th IA (47-50 and 51-53), 175th SD 
(46-54), 176th WI (48-52 and 52-53), 178th 
ND (47-54), 179th MN (48-54), 181st TX (46- 
50 and 51-54), 182nd TX (47-50 and 52-55), 
185th OK (47-51 and 53), 186th MT (47-53), 
187th WY (46-53), 188th NM (47-53), 190th 
ID (46-53), 191st UT (46-55), 192nd NV (48- 
55), 194th CA (49-54), 195th CA (46-54), 
196th CA (46-47 and 52-54), and 197th AZ 
(47-50 and 52-53). 


ANG squadron deployment (RF-51D recon- 
naissance version): 105th TN (52-54), 153rd 
MS (52-55), 154th AR (52-54), 155th TN (51- 
52), 157th SC (50-51), 160th AL (52-55) and 
185th OK (51). 


NORTH AMERICAN F-86 
SABRE 


First conceived in 1944 as a development of 
the straight wing XFJ-1 Fury fighter of the 
U.S. Navy, the F-86 (P-86 prior to 1948) was 
the outstanding USAF fighter aircraft of the 
late forties and early fifties. While its design 
was underway, North American and the 
USAAF agreed to modify it by incorporating 
swept wing and tail surfaces. With this char- 
acteristic feature, used for the first time on a 
U.S. fighter, the prototype XP-86 was first 
flown on 1 October 1947. Including license 
production in Australia, Canada, Italy and 
Japan, and the FJ-2 through FJ-4 versions 
for the U.S. Navy, a total of 9,386 aircraft was 
built. Main production versions for the USAF 
were the F-86A/E/F day fighters, the 
F-86H fighter-bombers, and the F-86D/L 
interceptor fighters. 

Seeing widespread (31 squadrons) but 
relatively short (less than seven years) ser- 
vice with the ANG, the air superiority versions 
of the Sabre (F-86A/E/F) had first gained 
fame over Korea where they thoroughly de- 
feated the challenging MiG-15’s. During that 
conflict, three ANG squadrons, the 116th, 


F-86A-NA's, from the 121st Fighter Interceptor Squadron, DC ANG. oc ane 


126th and 148th, were equipped with F-86A’s 
while serving on active duty. With the ANG it- 
self, F-86A's were first assigned in the fall of 
1953, beginning with the 186th FIS, Montana 
ANG. The less glamourous but longer lived F- 
86H version, which featured improved ground 
attack capability, served with fourteen ANG 
squadrons from 1957 until 1970 when the 
104th and 138th TFS were re-equipped with 
Cessna A-37B’s. 


The all-weather interceptor versions of the 
Sabre—the original F-86D and the modified 
F-86L with longer span and improved elec- 
tronic systems—first entered Guard service in 
1956 with the 159th FIS, Florida ANG. They 
eventually served with 26 ANG fighter inter- 
ceptor squadrons until phased out in 1965 by 
the 196th FIS, California ANG. 

ANG squadron deployment (F-86A/E/F ver- 
sions): 104th MD (55-57), 107th MI (55-56), 
113th IN (56-58), 115th CA (55-60), 116th 
WA (51-52 and 54-55), 119th NJ (55-58), 
120th CO (58-60), 121st DC (54-57), 123rd 
OR (53-55), 126th WI (51-52 and 53-54), 
141st NJ (55-58), 142nd DE (54-58), 144th 
AK (55-57), 152nd AZ (56-57), 156th NC (54- 
59), 163rd IN (56-58), 165th KY (56-58), 


An F-86L-NA from the 181st FIS/136th FIG, TX ANG. rxane 


170th IL (53-55), 171st MI (55-56), 172nd MI 
(54-55), 176th WI (53-54), 186th MT (53-56), 
190th ID (53-55), 191st UT (55-58), 192nd 
NV (55-58), 194th CA (54-58), 195th CA (55- 
60), 196th CA (54-58), 197th AZ (53-57), 
198th PR (54-58), and 199th HA (54-58). 

ANG squadron deployment (F-86H ver- 
sion): 101st MA (58-64), 104th MD (57-70), 
118th CT (57-59), 119th NJ (62-64), 121st 
DC (57-60), 131st MA (58-64), 136th NY (57- 
60), 137th NY (58-61), 138th NY (57-70), 
139th NY (57-70), 141st NJ (62-64), 142nd 
DE (58-62), 167th WV (57-61), and 198th PR 
(60-67). 


ANG squadron deployment (F-86D/L ver- 
sions): 111th TX (57-60), 120th CO (60-61), 
122nd CA (57-60), 124th IA (58-62), 125th 
OK (57-60), 127th KS (58-61), 128th GA (60- 
61), 133rd NH (58-60), 146th PA (57-60), 
147th PA (58-61), 151st TN (57-60), 156th 
NC (59-60), 157th SC (58-60), 159th FL (56- 
60), 173rd NB (57-64), 182nd TX (57-60), 
185th OK (58-61), 187th WY (58-61), 190th 
ID (59-64), 191st UT (58-61), 192nd NV (58- 
61), 194th CA (58-64), 196th CA (58-65), 
197th AZ (57-60), 198th PR (58-60) and 
199th HA (58-61). 


NORTH AMERICAN F-100 
SUPER SABRE 


After serving in ANG squadrons for 21 years, 
the F-100 was finally phased out in 1979 by 
ten of the twenty-six squadrons which had 
been equipped with this workhorse. This long 
career, during which ANG F-100 squadrons 
twice served on active duty and flew combat 
sorties in Vietnam, had begun in April 1958 
when the 188th FIS, New Mexico ANG, had 
converted to F-100A's. 

The prototype of the F-100, the world’s first 
operational fighter capable of level super- 
sonic performance, had made its first flight on 
25 May 1953. Produced in four main ver- 
sions—the F-100A air superiority fighter, the 
F-100C and F-100D tactical fighters, and the 
F-100F two-seat combat trainer—the Super 
Sabre became, during the late fifties and 
early sixties, the most important tactical 
fighter in the USAF and ANG. Many of the 
2,294 F-100's built between 1953 and 1959 
were also delivered to allied air forces. 

ANG squadron deployment: 101st MA (71- 
72), 107th MI (72-78), 110th MO (62-79), 
112th OH (70-79), 113th IN (71-79), 118th 
CT (59-66 and 71-79), 119th NJ (64-70), 
120th CO (61-74), 121st DC (60-71), 122nd 
LA (70-79), 124th IA (71-76), 125th OK (73- 


78), 127th KS (61-71), 128th GA (73-79), 
131st MA (71-79), 136th NY (60-71), 152nd 
AZ (58-64 and 69-78), 162nd OH (70-77), 
163rd IN (71-79), 164th OH (72-75), 166th 


OH (62-74), 174th IA (61-77), 175th SD (70- 


77), 182nd TX (71-79), 184th AR (72-79), and 
188th NM (58-73). 
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An F-100D-NA, 63-427, from the 122nd TFS/159th TFG, LA ANG. La anc 
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A T-28A-NI, 51-3659, from the 109th FIS, MN ANG. mn ana 


NORTH AMERICAN T-28 


TROJAN 
The only trainer assigned as mission aircraft 
to Air National Guard units, the piston- 


powered T-28A served with four squadrons 
while these units awaited completion of run- 
way lengthening at their bases to convert 
from F-51D’s to jet fighters. The Trojan was 
thus strictly an interim aircraft as it lacked 
combat capability. It did, however, enable 
flight crews from these units to maintain their 
proficiency and improve their instrument fly- 
ing technique. 

Winner of a design competition to provide 
the USAF with a replacement for the wartime 
North American T-6, the North American NA- 
159 was first delivered to the Air Training 
Command in 1950. Production totalled 1,987 
aircraft and included two XT-28 prototypes, 
1,194 T-28As, and three YAT-28E’s for the 
USAF and 489 T-28B’s and 299 T-28C’s for 
the Navy. Subsequently, 321 T-28A’s were 
modified for counter-insurgency duties as T- 
28D's. 

ANG squadron deployment: 109th MN (56- 
57), 112th OH (55-58), 167th WV (56-57) and 
169th IL (56-58). 


NORTHROP F-89 
SCORPION 


The 176th Fighter Interceptor Squadron of 
the Wisconsin ANG achieved the distinction 
of introducing the Northrop F-89A into USAF 


service in April 1952 when it was serving on 
active duty at Truax Field, Wisconsin. Relin- 
quishing its Scorpions after returning to state 
control on 1 November 1952, the 176th FIS 
pioneered the use of the Scorpion in the Air 
National Guard less than two years later. Fol- 


S.AIR FORCE - 


lowing the lead of this unit, sixteen other ANG 
squadrons flew Scorpions until 1969 when 
the 132nd FIS, Maine ANG, finally retired its 
last F-89. 

The design of this all-weather, two-seat 
interceptor had been undertaken by Northrop 
in 1946 to provide the USAAF with a jet- 
powered successor to this company’s P-61 
Black Widow. Its prototype was first flown on 
16 August 1948 and was followed by 1,190 
production aircraft. In ANG service, the 
Scorpions were used in four versions: the F- 
89C, with six nose-mounted 20 mm cannon; 
the F-89D, with armament consisting of un- 
guided rockets in wingtip pods; the F-89H, 
armed with unguided rockets and Falcon 
guided missiles; and the F-89J, capable of 
launching two Genie unguided, nuclear-tip- 
ped rockets. 

ANG squadron deployment: 103rd PA (59- 
62), 107th MI (56-58), 109th MN (57-59), 
116th WA (57-66), 123rd OR (57-66), 124th 
IA (62-69), 126th WI (54-62), 132nd ME (57- 
69), 134th VT (58-65), 171st MI (56-58), 
172nd MI (55-58), 175th SD (58-60), 176th 
WI (52 and 54-66), 178th ND (58-66), 179th 
MN (59-66), 186th MT (56-66), and 190th ID 
(56-59). 


P-47N-25-RE’s from the 128th Fighter Squadron (SE), GA ANG. ca ane 
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REPUBLIC F-47 
THUNDERBOLT 


After providing excellent service as an escort 
fighter, the massive (by the standards of the 
time) Thunderbolt ended World War II as the 
outstanding American fighter-bomber. In the 
process, it earned an enviable reputation for 
its reliability and its ability to survive battle 
damage. 


As 15,683 P-47’s had been built during the 
period 6 May 1941 through December 1945, 
the Thunderbolt was available in large 
number to share responsibility with the Mus- 
tang in equipping fighter squadrons or- 
ganized in the Guard. Assigned to units on 
the East Coast, part of the South, Puerto 
Rico and Hawaii, P/F-47’s were used as mis- 
sion aircraft by 28 fighter squadrons (SE). 
The first P-47 Guard squadron to be federally 
recognized was Connecticut's 118th which 
received its Thunderbolts in the second half 


of 1946, while Hawaii's 199th gained, in 
1954, the distinction of being the last U.S. 
unit to fly the type. The two Thunderbolt ver- 
sions used by the Guard were the late model 
P-47D and the long-range P-47N. 

ANG squadron deployment: 101st MA (46- 


50), 104th MD (46-51), 105th TN (47-52), 
118th CT (47-52), 119th NJ (47-52), 121st 
DC (46-49), 128th GA (46-52), 131st MA (47- 
51), 132nd ME (47-48), 133rd NH (47-52), 
134th VT (46-50), 136th NY (48-52), 137th 
NY (48-52), 138th NY (48-50), 139th NY (48- 


51), 141st NJ (49-52), 142nd DE (46-50), 
146th PA (48-51), 147th PA (49-51), 148th 
PA (47-50), 149th VA (47-53), 152nd RI (48- 
52), 153rd MS (46-52), 156th NC (48-49), 
158th GA (46-48), 167th WV (47-51), 198th 
PR (47-54), and 199th HA (47-54). 


| 


REPUBLIC F-84 
THUNDERJET 


Having gained a strong reputation with the 
USAAF for its P-47 Thunderbolt, Republic 
was the recipient of one of the first contracts 
for jet fighters awarded by the War Depart- 
ment. The aircraft which resulted from this 
contract, the XP-84, made its first flight on 28 
February 1946 and was followed by 4,454 P- 
84/F-84’s. In addition to serving with the 
USAF and ANG, including combat operations 
in Korea, Thunderjets were used extensively 
to equip NATO air forces. 

At the time of the Korean War activation, 
early model Thunderjets (F-84B/C’s), which 
had first been delivered to the 121st Fighter 

. Squadron (Jet) of the Washington, DC ANG, 
were being assigned to no fewer than 14 
Guard squadrons. Thus, the F-84 was out- 
numbering the other early jet, the F-80, is- 
sued to the Air National Guard. Several of 
these squadrons converted to other types 
during the Korean War period but nine other 
squadrons were assigned Thunderjets while 
they served on active duty. After the Korean 
War, F-84’s were operated by ten squadrons 
until the last three units completed in 1958 


their conversion to more modern equipment. 


ANG squadron deployment: 101st MA (50- 
51), 107th MI (50-52), 112th OH (55-58), 
116th WA (50-51), 118th CT (53-56), 121st 
DC (49-51), 124th IA (56-58), 125th OK (50- 
52), 127th KS (50-52), 128th GA (50-52 and 


52-55), 138th NY (50), 142nd DE (50-51), 
152nd RI (55), 158th GA (50-52 and 53-57), 
162nd OH (55-57), 164th OH (54-57), 166th 
OH (50-52 and 55-57), 171st MI (50-52), 


174th IA (50-51 and 56-58), and 197th AZ 
(50-52). 


F-84D-RE's from the 118th FIS, CT ANG. cr ane 


REPUBLIC F-84F THUNDERSTREAK 
AND RF-84F THUNDERFLASH 


Initially envisioned as a fairly straightforward 
development of the F-84, with swept wing 
and tail surfaces replacing the straight sur- 
faces of the Thunderjet, the Thunderstreak 
evolved into a virtually new aircraft in spite of 
its designation in the F-84 series. Even 
though its prototype had first flown on 3 June 
1950, the F-84F was not ready for service 
use until four years later. Even then, the type 
did not meet fully the expectation of the 
USAF and, within eight months of receiving 
its first F-84F's in January 1954, SAC began 
transferring virtually brand new aircraft to the 
Pennsylvania ANG. 

Fortunately for the Guard, the long gesta- 
tion of the Thunderstreak finally resulted in a 


reliable and fully combat-worthy tactical 
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RF-84F-RE's from the 106th TRS, AL ANG, August 1963. usar 


fighter. Thus, over an 18-year period, F-84F's 
served with 24 ANG squadrons in the inter- 
ceptor (limited use only), tactical fighter and 
special delivery (nuclear) roles. Highlight of 
this long service was the deployment to 
Europe of four TFS during the Berlin Crisis 
activation. 

With wing intakes replacing the nose intake 
of its fighter version, and photographic 
cameras in an elongated nose, the RF-84F 
reconnaissance aircraft was operated by 11 
ANG tactical reconnaissance squadrons, be- 
ginning in 1956 with the 160th TRS. In addi- 
tion, the 113th and 163rd Tactical Fighter 
Squadrons flew Thunderflashes in 1962-64 
when their Thunderstreaks had been retained 
temporarily by the USAF. 

ANG squadron deployment (F-84F fighter 
version): 101st MA (64-71), 103rd PA (54- 
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55), 108th IL (55-61), 110th MO (57-62), 
112th OH (59-70), 113th IN (58-62 and 64- 
71), 119th NJ (58-62), 124th IA (69-71), 
128th GA (55-60), 131st MA (64-71), 141st 
NJ (58-62), 146th PA (54-57), 147th PA (54- 
58), 149th VA (58-71), 152nd AZ (57-58), 
158th GA (57-62), 162nd OH (57-70), 163rd 
IN (58-62 and 64-71), 164th OH (57-72), 
166th OH (57-62), 168th IL (55-58), 169th IL 
(58-69), 170th IL (55-72), and 182nd TX (69- 
71). 


ANG squadron deployment (RF-84F recon- 
naissance version): 106th AL (57-71), 107th 
MI (58-71), 113th IN (62-64), 153rd MS (57- 
70), 154th AR (57-58), 155th TN (56-61), 
160th AL (56-71), 163rd IN (62-64), 171st MI 
(58-71), 173rd NB (64-72), 174th IA (58-61), 
180th MO (58-62), and 184th AR (57-70). 
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Republic F-84F, 52-6498, of the Virginia ANG. Jay Miller/Aerotax via Fred Harl 
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REPUBLIC F-105 
THUNDERCHIEF 


Affectionately nicknamed the Thud, the 
F-105 earned high marks while serving with 
the USAF during the Southeast Asia War. 
Originally conceived as a supersonic strike 
aircraft, carrying a nuclear bomb in an inter- 
nal bomb-bay, this aircraft was developed 
into an effective fighter-bomber carrying 
14,000 pounds of external stores. The F-105 
prototype had first been flown on 22 October 
1955 and its F-105B version entered USAF 
service in 1958. Main production variants 
were the F-105D single-seater and the 
F-105F two-seater. The F-105G was a later 
development of the F-105F fitted to serve in 
the Wild Weasel defense suppression role. 

In Guard service, F-105B’s have been op- 
erated by two units (initial assignment being 
to the 141st TFS in 1964) and F-105D/F’s by 
three squadrons. Finally, F-105G’s were ac- 
quired by the 128th TFS in 1979. The Thud 
will be retired from the ANG during FY83 
when 128th TFS, Georgia, will receive F- 
4D's. 

ANG squadron deployment: 119th NJ (70- 
73), 121st DC (71-81), 127th KS (71-79), 
128th GA (from 79), 141st NJ (64-81), and 
149th (71-82). 


SIKORSKY HH-3 
JOLLY GREEN GIANT 


During the Southeast Asia War, the USAF 
had an urgent need for a long-range helicop- 
ter to rescue downed crews in the face of 
enemy opposition. To meet this specilized re- 
quirement CH-3C_ twin-turbine helicopters 
were specially modified. Designated HH-3E’s, 
these helicopters were heavily armored, fitted 
with an inflight refueling probe, external drop 
tanks, and self-sealing tanks, and had provi- 
sion for defensive armament. 

When the HH-3’s were replaced in USAF 
service by larger and heavier HH-53C’s, the 
type became available for ANG use. Together 
PENE EA with specialized air tankers, Lockheed HC- 

inna 130P Hercules, they have equipped since 


An HH-3E-SI, 65-12781, from th 
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e 129th AR&RS/129th AR&RG, CA ANG, in February 1979. 1975 two aerospace rescue and recovery 
René J. Francillon squadrons, the 102nd in New York and the 
129th in California. 


GENERAL DYNAMICS F-16 FIGHTING FALCON 


The General Dynamics F-16 Fighting Falcon will be the first state-of- 
the-art fighter aircraft to be absorbed by the Guard since the introduction 
into Guard units of the ubiquitous McDonnell F-4. Due to enter the ANG 
inventory in mid-1983, the F-16 will make its first ANG appearance under 
the auspices of South Carolina's 157th TFS/169th TFG. The aircraft 
involved are early block 5 aircraft from active Air Force inventories 
revamped for continued service in the Air Guard. It is presumed that 
numerous other ANG fighter units will transition into the F-16 as older 
aircraft are cycled out of the Air Force inventory to make room for newer 
models. 


BOEING KC-135E STRATOTANKER 


A continuing requirement for inflight refueling capability to meet the 
needs of the active Air Force, the Air Guard, the A.F. Reserve, and other 
service elements has led to a decision to significantly prolong the service 
life of the Boeing KC-135 tanker aircraft through the installation of Pratt & 
Whitney JT8D turbofans in place of the original Pratt & Whitney J57’s. 
The resulting modified aircraft, now referred to as KC-135E’s, entered 
service with the Utah ANG’s 191st ARS/151st ARG in late 1982. It is 
presumed that other ANG refueling units will receive modified aircraft as 
refurbished JT8D’s become available. 


A retouched General Dynamics F-16A photo (with fake 83-001 serial #) 
showing the type in proposed markings for the 157th TFS/169th 
TFG, SC ANG General Dynamics 


Re-engined KC-135A, 55-3143, now designated KC-135E, of the 197th 
ARS/161st ARG, AZ ANG. Brian Rogers 
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TABLE 14 
AIRCRAFT SPECIFICATIONS 
NATIONAL GUARD AIRCRAFT OF THE TWENTIES AND THIRTIES 


North 


North 


North 
Consolidated Consolidated Curtiss Douglas Douglas Douglas American American American Stinson 
0-17 PT-1 JN-6H 0-52 0-2H 0-38 0-46A BC-1A O-47A 0-49 
Span, ftin 34 6 34 9⁄2 43 7% 409 40 10 40 0 45 9 43 0 46 4 50 11 
(m) (10.52) (10.60) (13.29) (12.42) (12.45) (12.19) (13.94) (13.11) (14.12) (15.52) 
Length, ftin 27 8 27 8 27 4 26 4% 30 0 310 34 6% 27 9 37 33 2 
(m) (8.43) (8.43) (8.33) (8.04) (9.14) (9.45) (10.54) (8.46) (10.24) (10.11) 
Wing area, sq ft 295 283 352 210 362 362 332 225 350 329 
(sqm) (27.4) (26.3) (32.7) (19.5) (33.6) (33.6) (30.8) (20.9) (32.5) (30.6) 
Empty weight, Ib. 1,881 1,830 1,886 4,231 2,857 3,070 4,776 4,090 5,900 2,595 
(kg) (853) (830) (855) (1,919) (1,296) (1,393) (2,166) (1,855) (2,676) (1,177) 
Gross weight, Ib. 2,770 2,575 2,580 5,364 4,550 4,456 6,639 5,550 7,636 3,325 
(kg) (1,256) (1,168) (1,170) (2,433) (2,064) (2,021) (3,011) (2,517) (3,464) (1,508) 
Top speed, mph 104 92 81 220 134.5 150 200 207 220.5 130 
(kmh) (167) (148) (130) (354) (216) (241) (322) (333) (355) (209) 
Climb rate, ft/min 636/1 430/1 10,000/8.2  1,075/1 1,500/1 1,765/1 10,000/7.9  1,720/1 10,000/22.1 
(m/min) (194/1) (131/1) (3,048/8.2) (328/1) (457/1) (541/1) (3,048/7.9) (524/1) 3,048/22.1) 
Service ceiling, ft 12,000 11,350 6,000 21,000 16,900 19,000 24,150 23,300 23,200 14,000 
(m) (3,660) (3,460) (1,830) (6,400) (5,150) (5,790) (7,360) (7,100) (7,070) (4,265) 
Normal range, miles 165 700 512 275 435 1,100 640 285 
(km) (265) (1,130) (825) (440) (700) (1,770) (1,030) (460) 
Engine 1xWright 1xWright 1xWright 1xP&W 1xLiberty 1xP&W 1xP&W 1xP&W 1xWright 1xLycoming 
R-790-A Hispano! HispanoA = R-1340-51  V-1650-1 R-1690-3 R-1535-7 R-1340-47 R-1820-9  —-R-680-9 
Max. power, hp 220 165 150 600 435 525 725 600 975 295 
Fixed guns 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 2x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 
Flexible guns 1x0.30-in 2x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 1x0.30-in 
Weapons load, Ib 400 400 650 
(kg) (182) (182) (295) 


Night flight photo of 105th Obs. Squadron, TN ANG Douglas O-47A. René Francilon Collection 
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TABLE 15 
AIRCRAFT SPECIFICATIONS 
ANG MISSION AIRCRAFT (NO LONGER IN SERVICE) 


Boeing Cessna Convair Curtiss deHavilland deHavilland Douglas Douglas Douglas Fairchild Fairchild 
KC-97L U-3A F-102A C-46D C-7A U-6A B-26B C-47A C-124C C-119d C-123J 
Span, ftin 141 3 35 0 38 1⁄2 108 0 95 7⁄2 48 0 70 0 956 174 1% 109 3 112 6 
(m) (43.05) (10.67) (11.60) (32.92) (29.15) (14.63) (21.34) (29.11) (63.07) (33.29) (34.29) 
Length, ftin 110 4 270 68 4% 76 4 727 30 3 50 8 63 9 130 5 86 6 79 2⁄2 
(m) (33.63) (8.23) (20.83) (23.27) (22.13) (9.22) (15.44) (19.43) (39.75) (26.36) (24.14) 
Wing area , sqft 1,720 695 1,369 912 250 540 987 2,506 1,447 1,223 
(sqm) (159.7) (64.6) (127.2) (84.7) (23.2) (50.2) (91.7) (232.8) (134.4) (113.6) 
Empty weight, Ib 87,515 2,850 19,350 30,765 18,260 2,850 22,362 17,865 101,165 40,182 36,443 
(kg) (39,696) (1,293) (8,777) (13,955) (8,283) (1,293) (10,143) (8,103) (45,888) (18,240) (16,542) 
Gross weight, |b 175,000 4,830 31,276 51,900 31,300 5,100 41,800 31,000 194,500 72,700 60,000 
(kg) (79,379) (2,191) (14,187) (23,541) (14,197) (2,313) (18,960) (14,061) (88,224) (33,000) (27,235) 
Topspeed, mph 399 220 787 241 216 163 322 230 304 291 234 
(kmh) (642) (354) (1,266) (388) (347) (262) (518) (370) (489) (468) (377) 
Climb rate, ft/min 3,800/1 1,700/1 21,050/1 10,000/13.4  1,355/1 1,020/1 1,070/1 10,000/9.6 760/1 750/1 2,260/1 
(m/min) (1,158/1) (518/1) (6,416/1)  (3,048/13.4) (413/1) (811/1) (3826/1) (3,048/9.6) (232/1) (229/1) (689/1) 
Service ceiling, ft 32,500 20,000 52,800 23,150 24,800 18,000 24,500 24,000 21,800 29,670 33,700 
(m) (9,905) (6,095) (16,095) (7,055) (7,560) (5,485) (7,470) (7,315) (6,645) (9,045) (10,270) 
Normal range, miles 1,150 1,000 670 1,525 850 455 1,680 1,600 4,030 2,420 1,880 
(km) (1,850) (1,610) (1,080) (2,455) (1,370) (730) (2,705) (2,575) (6,485) (3,895) (3,025) 
Engine 4xP&W + 2xCont. 1xP&W 2xP&W 2xP&W 1xP&W 2xP&W 2xP&W 4xP&W 2xWright 2XP&W + 
R-4360-59  0-470B J57-P-23A R-2800-51 R-2000-7M2 R-985-AN-1 R-2800-79 R-1830-92  R-4360-63A R-3350-89 — R-2800-99W 
Max. power, hp 3,500 240 2,000 1,450 450 2,000 1,200 3,800 3,500 2,500 
lb. thrust 16,000 
Fixed guns 14x0.50-in 
Flexible guns 4x0.50-in 
Weapons load, Ib 7,815 6,000 
(kg) (3,545) (2,722) 
Max. payload, Ib 55,700 1,200 9,500 8,740 6,700 74,000 20,000 8,345 
(kg) (25,265) (544) (4,309) (3,965) (3,039) (33,565) (9,070) (3,785) 
+ 2xGE + 2xFairchild 
J47-GE-25 í J44-R-3 
5,970 1b 1,000 Ib 


G aR aise 
a) 


dk 


Tiie’ 


LINJIS AiR LUARY 


Boeing KC-97L, 52-2697, of the 108th ARS/126th ARG, IL ANG, trailing drogue connector for refueling boom. usar 
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TABLE 15 (continued) 
AIRCRAFT SPECIFICATIONS 
ANG MISSION AIRCRAFT (NO LONGER IN SERVICE) 


Grumman Heelio Lockheed Lockheed Lockheed Lockheed McDonnell McDonnell Martin 


HU-16B U-10A C-121C F-80C F-94C F-104C F-101B RF-101C RB-57B 
Span, ftin 96 8 39 0 123 0 38 9 37 4 219 39 8 39 8 63 11% 
(m) 29.46) (11.89) (37.49) (11.81) (11.38) (6.63) (12.09) (12.09) (18.40) 
Length, ft 62 10 30 9 116 2 34 5 44 6 54 8 67 5 69 4 65 6 
(m) 19.18) (9.37) (35.41) (10.49) (13.56) (16.66) (20.55) (21.13) (19.96) 
Wing area, sq ft 1,035 231 1,654 237.6 232.8 196.1 368 368 960 
(sqm) 96.2) (21.5) (153.7) (22.1) (21.6) (18.2) (34.2) (34.2) (89.2) 
Empty weight, Ib 22,883 2,037 73,133 8,420 12,708 12,760 28,970 26,136 27,000 
(kg) 10,380) (924) (33,173) (3,819) (5,764) (5,788) (13,141) (11,855) (12,247) 
Gross weight, Ib 37,500 3,920 133,000 16,856 24,184 27,853 52,400 51,000 55,000 
(kg) 17,010) (1,778) (60,328) (7,646) (10,970) (12,634) (23,768) (23,133) (24,948) 
Top speed, mph 236 176 376 594 640 1,150 1,134 1,012 582 
(kmh) 379) (283) (605) (956) (1,030) (1,850) (1,825) (1,629) (936) 
Climb rate, ft/min 1,450/1 1,350/1 1,150/1 6,870/1 7,980/1 54,000/1 49,200/1 45,550/1 3,500/1 
(m/min) 442/1) (411/1) (851/1) (2,10941)  (2,432/1)  (16,459/1)  (14,995/1)  (13,885/1)  (1,067/1) 
Service ceiling, ft 21,500 22,300 46,800 51,400 58,000 54,800 55,300 53,000 
(m) 6,550) (6,795) (14,265) (15,665) (17,680) (16,705) (16,855) (16,155) 
Normal range, miles 2,850 670 2,100 825 805 850 1,520 2,045 2,300 
(km) 4,585) (1,080) (3,380) (1,330) (1,295) (1,370) (2,445) (3,290) (3,700) 
Engine 2xWright ixLycoming 4xWright 1xAllison 1xP&W 1xGE 2xP&W 2xP&W 2xWright 
R-1820-76B GO-480-G1D6R-3350-34 — J33-A-35 J48-P-5 J79-GE-7 J57-P-55  J57-P-13 J65-W-5 
Max. power, hp 1,425 295 3,250 
Ib thrust 5,400 8,750 15,800 16,900 15,000 7,220 
Fixed guns 6x0.50-in 48xFFAR 1x20mm 
Flexible guns 
Weapons load, |b 2,000 4,000 7,815 
(kg) (908) (1,816) (3,545) 
Max. payload, Ib 36,000 
(kg) (16,330) 


A Lockheed F-94C, 51-13566, of the 148th TFG, MN ANG. mn anc 
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TABLE 15 (continued) 
AIRCRAFT SPECIFICATIONS 
ANG MISSION AIRCRAFT (NO LONGER IN SERVICE) 


North North North North North North 
American American American American American American Northrop Republic Republic Republic Republic 
F-51D F-86A F-86H F-86L F-100D T-28A F-89D F-47D F-84E F-84F RF-84F 
Span, ftin 37 0% 37 1⁄2 39 1% 39 12 38 9% 40 1 59 8 40 9 36 5 33 7⁄4 33 7⁄4 
(m) (11.29) (11.32) (11.93) (11.93) (11.81) (12.22) (18.19) (12.42) (11.10) (10.24) (10.24) 
Length, ft. 32 2% 37 6⁄2 38 10 40 3% 49 6 32 0 53 10 36 1 38 6 43 4% 47 7% 
(m) (9.81) (11.44) (11.84) (12.27) (15.09) (9.75) (16.41) (11.00) (11.73) (13.22) (14.51) 
Wing area, sq. ft 272.3 287.9 313.4 313.4 385.2 268 650 300 260 325 325 
(sqm) (25.3) (26.7) (29.1) (29.1) (35.8) (24.9) (60.4) (27.9) (24.2) (30.2) (30.2) 
Empty weight, Ib 7,125 10,093 13,836 13,822 21,000 5,111 25,194 10,000 10,205 13,645 
(kg) (3,230) (4,578) (6,276) (6,270) (9,525) (2,318) (11,428) (4,536) (4,629) (6,189) 
Gross weight, lb 11,600 16,223 24,296 20,276 34,832 6,365 42,241 19,400 22,463 27,000 28,000 
(kg) (5,260) (7,359) (11,020) (9,197) (15,800) (2,887) (19,160) (8,800) (10,189) (12,247) (12,700) 
Topspeed, mph 437 679 692 693 864 283 636 428 613 695 679 
(kmh) (703) (1,093) (1,113) (1,115) (1,390) (455) (1,023) (689) (986) (1,118) (1,093) 
Climb rae, ft/min 10,000/3.3  7,470/1 12,900/1 12,200/1 16,000/1 1,870/1 8,360/1 20,00/9 6,061/1 8,200/1 7,900/1 
(m/min) (3,048/3.3)  (2,277/1) (3,932/1) (3,719/1) (4,877/1) (570/1) (2,548/1) (6,096/9) (1,847/1) (2,499/1) (2,408/1) 
Service ceiling, ft 41,900 48,000 50,800 48,250 56,100 24,000 49,200 42,000 43,220 46,000 46,000 
(m) (12,770) (14,630) (15,485) (14,705) (17,100) (7,315) (14,995) (12,800) (13,175) (14,020) (14,020) 
Normal range, miles 950 660 1,040 550 1,500 1,000 850 475 1,485 1,620 1,800 
(km) (1,530) (1,060) (1,675) (885) (2,415) (1,610) (1,370) (765) (2,390) (2,605) (2,895) 
Engine 1xPackard 1xGE 1xGE 1xGE 1xP&W 1xWright 2xAllison 1xP&W 1xAllison 1xWright 1xWright 
V-1650-7 J47-GE-13 J73-GE3E J47-GE-33 J57-P-21A R-1300-1A  J35-A-41 R-2800-59  J35-A-17 J65-W-3 J65-W-7 
Max. power, hp 1,490 hp 800 hp 2,300 hp 
Ib thrust 5,200 Ib 8,920 Ib 7,650 Ib 16,950 Ib 7,200 1b 4,900 Ib 7,220 Ib 7,800 Ib 
Fixed guns 6x0.50-in 6x0.50-in 4x20mm 24xFFAR 4x20mm 52xFFAR 6x0.50-in 6x0.50-in 6x0.50-in 4x0.50-in 
Flexible guns 
Weapons load, Ib 2,000 2,000 4,000 7,500 2,000 4,000 6,000 
(kg) (908) (908) (1,816) (3,400) (908) (1,816) (2,722) 
Max. payload, Ib 
(kg) 


A Northrop F-89D, 53-2597, of the 178th FIS/119th FIG, ND ANG. René Francillon Collection 
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AIRCRAFT SPECIFICATIONS 
ANG MISSION AIRCRAFT (OPERATIONAL IN FY82) 


TABLE 16 


Fairchild 
Boeing Cessna Cessna Convair Republic Lockheed LTV McDonnell McDonnell Republic Sikorsky 
KC-135A  0-2A OA-37B F-106A A-10A C-130H A-7D F-4C RF-4C F-105D HH-3E 
Span, ftin 130 10 38 2 35 10⁄2 38 3⁄2 57 6 132 7% 38 8% 38 4% 38 47% 34 11% 62 0 
(m) (39.87) (11.63) (10.93) (11.67) (17.53) (40.42) (11.79) (11.70) (11.71) (10.65) (18.90) 
Length, ftin 136 3 29 9 29 3 70 8% 53 4 97 9% 46 1⁄2 58 1⁄2 62 10% 64 3 73 0 
(m) (41.53) (9.07) (8.92) (21.53) (16.26) (29.81) (14.05) (17.76) (19.17) (19.58) (22.25) 
Wing area, sqft 2,433 202.5 184 697.8 506 1,745.5 375 530 530 385 
(sqm) (225.7) (18.8) 17.1) (64.8) (47.0) (162.2) (34.8) (49.2) (49.2) (35.8) 
Empty weight, Ib 98,446 2,848 6,211 23,646 20,796 76,780 19,490 28,539 28,276 27,500 12,423 
(kg) (44,654) (1,291) 2,817) (10,725) (9,433) (34,827) (8,840) (12,945) (12,826) (12,474) (5,635) 
Gross weight, Ib 297,000 5,400 14,000 38,250 50,000 175,000 42,000 59,064 58,000 52,546 22,050 
(kg) (134,717) (2,450) 6,350) (17,350) (22,680) (79,379) (19,050) (26,791) (26,308) (23,834) (10,002) 
Top speed, mph 585 199 507 1,525 423 386 698 1,393 1,459 1,390 164 
(kmh) (941) (320) 816) (2,455) (681) (621) (1,123) (2,241) (2,348) (2,237) (264) 
Climb rate, ft/min 2,000/1 1,100/1 6,990/1 §0,200/1 6,000/1 2,570/1 8,000/1 56,150/1 48,300/1 34,500/1 1,520/1 
(m/min) (610/1) (335/1) 2,130/1)  (15,301⁄1)  (1,828/1) (762/1) (2,438/1) (17,1151) (14,7221)  (10,516/1) (463/1) 
Service ceiling, ft 50,000 18,000 41,765 57,000 44,200 42,900 37,000 59,600 59,400 52,000 13,600 
(m) (15,240) (5,490) 12,730) (17,375) (13,470) (13,075) (11,280) (18,165) (18,105) (15,850) (4,145) 
Normal range, miles 1,150 1,060 460 1,150 580 2,745 1,400 1,075 1,680 1,840 480 
(km) (1,850) (1,705) 740) (1,850) (935) (4,415) (2,255) (1,730) (2,705) (2,960) (770) 
Engine 4xP&W 2xCont. 2xGE 1xP&W 2xGE 4xAllison 1xAllison 2xGE 2xGE 1xP&W 2xGE 
J57-P-59W 10-360-C/D J85-GE-17A J75-P-17 TF34-GE-100 T56-A-15 TF41-A-1 J79-GE-15 J79-GE-15 J75-P-19W_ T58-GE-5 
Max. power, hp 210hp 4,508 eshp 1,500 shp 
Ib thrust 11,200 Ib 2,850 Ib 17,200 |b 9,065 Ib 14,250 Ib 17,000 1b 17,000 Ib 24,500 Ib 
Fixed guns 4x7.62mm —1x7.62mm 1x30mm 1x20mm 1x20mm 
Flexible guns 3x7.62 mm 
Weapons load, Ib 5,680 10,435 16,000 15,000 16,000 14,000 
(kg) (2,576) (4,735) (7,250) (6,805) (7,255) (6,350) 
Max. payload, Ib 120,000 45,000 
(kg) (54,430) (20,412) 


A Cessna OA-37B, 69-6429, of the 111th TASG, PA ANG. Don spering 
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Abbreviations 


EEE 


as se ae CONUS  Goninenal unted States P eiii epee Baie 
we Ay eli cz Canal Zone (Panama) PTO Pacific Theater of Operations 
ECG Electronic Combat Group SAC Strategic Air Command 
AAFId Army Airfield 
AAG ‘Aeromedical Airlift Group ECM Eeron nouman pararam S2 e eneo. 1 
AAS paccmedical Airlift Squadron eo European Theater of ‘Operations SOG Special Operations Group 
ADC Aerospace Defense Command/Air Defense Command FES Eiphiisr-Boribes-Saltedron Oe SO Tea ee Aerie aise Ol V E 
ADCOM Aerospace Defense Command E Foner Interceptor Suaa TAG Tactical Air Command 
AEF American Expeditionary Force 1S Hash laa dere as TAG Tactical Airlift Group 
arg Ak Done eae Fe. Fighter Group” T TAS Tactical Airlift Squadron 
ANG Air National Guard En Fighter Squadron TASG Tactical Air Support Group 
AP ia Nis i FY Fiscal Year TASS Tactical Air Support Squadron 
AR&RG Aerospace Recovery & Rescue Group Hee Mistery Arih Command Taw. Tactical Ainin ing. ng 
AR&RS. ‘Aerospace Recovery & Rescue Squadron MN halter, Airitt Ga TDY Temporary Duty 
ARG (or ARefG) Air Refueling Squadron G Perrero atge aa TFG Tactical Fighter Group 
ARS Air Resupply Squadron, or Air Refueling Squadron MAP Rane SAN oeaiacror’ TFS Tactical Fighter Squadron 
ARW (or ARefW) Air Refueling Wing MS Lei ect Aa TFW Tactical Fighter Wing 
ATG Air Transport Group Maw Miltary Aint Wing. USAAC U.S. Army Air Corps 
ATS Air Transport Squadron > 
A A Tanon eg To Ere n ue A 
BG Bombardment Group NATO North Atlantic Treaty Organization USAFE United States Air Forces in Europe 
BS Bombardment Squadron NG National Guard VE Victory Day in Europe (8 May 1945) 
Bw Bombardment Wing PAA Primary Assigned Aircraft vJ Victory Day in Japan (15 August 1945) 
CBI China-Burma-India (Theater of Operations) PACAF Pacific Air Forces zi Zone of the Interior 
BOOKS U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT DESIGNATIONS AND SERIALS SINCE FLORIDA 


AIR FORCE COLORS, VOL. |, 1926-1942, Dana Bell, Squadron/Signal 
Publications, Carrolton, Texas, 1979. 

AIR FORCES OF THE WORLD; Mark Hewish, Bill Sweetman, Barry C. 
Wheeler & Bill Gunston, Salamander Books Ltd., London, England, 


1979 
AND KILL MIGS, Lou Drendel, Squadron/Signal Publications, 
Warren, Michigan, 1974 

ANNUAL REPORT, Chief of the Militia Bureau, Fiscal Year 1921 through 
1932, U.S. Government, Washington, D.C 

ANNUAL’ REPORT/REVIEW, Chief of the National Guard Bureau, Fiscal 
Year 1933 through 1981, U.S. Government, Washington, D.C. 

CAMOUFLAGE & MARKINGS, USAAF, 1937-1945, Roger A. Freeman, 
Ducimus Books Ltd., London, England, 1974 

CURTISS AIRCRAFT, 1907-1947, Peter M. Bowers, Putnam & 
Company Ltd., London, England, 1979 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT, 1908 TO APRIL 6, 
1917, VOLS. 1 to 4, Robert B. Casari, Chillicothe, Ohio, 1970 to 
1974 

ENCYCLOPEDIA OF U.S. MILITARY AIRCRAFT, THE WORLD WAR | 
PRODUCTION PROGRAM, VOLS. 1 to 3, Robert B. Casari, 
Chillicothe, Ohio, 1972 to 1975 

FIFTH AIR FORCE STORY, Kenn C. Rust, Historical Aviation 
Publication, Temple City, California, 1973 

FIFTEENTH AIR FORCE STORY, Kenn C. Rust, Historical Aviation 
Publication, Temple City, California, 1976 

HISTORICAL AVIATION ALBUM, VOLS. | TO XV, Paul R. Matt et al., 
Temple City, California, 1965-1977 

LOCKHEED AIRCRAFT SINCE 1913, René J. Francillon, Putnam & 
Company Ltd., London, England, 1982 

McDONNELL DOUGLAS AIRCRAFT SINCE 1920, René J. Francillon, 
Putnam & Company Ltd., London, England, 1979 

MIG ALLEY, Larry Davis, Squadron/Signal | Publications, 
Michigan, 1978 

NEBRASKA HISTORY, Quarterly Journal, “The Aviation Corps of the 
Nebraska National Guard, 1915-1917," Robert B. Casari, Nebraska 
State Historical Society, Lincoln, Nebraska, Spring 1975, pp 1-19 

THE AIR FORCES OF THE WORLD, William Green & John Fricker, 
Macdonald & Co., London, England, 1958 

THE MIGHTY EIGHTH, Roger A. Freeman, Doubleday and Co., Inc., 
Garden City, New York, 1970 

THE MINUTE MAN IN PEACE AND WAR, James Dan Hill, The 
Stackpole Company, Harrisburg, Pennsylvania, 1964 

THE 9TH AIR FORCE IN WORLD WAR II, Kenn C. Rust, Aero 
Publishers Inc., Fallbrook, California, 1967 

THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE IN KOREA, 1950-1953, Robert 
Frank Futrell, Duel, Sloan and Pearce, New York, New York, 1961 

THE UNITED STATES AIR FORCE IN SOUTHEAST ASIA, 1961-1973, 
Carl Berger et al., Office of Air Force History, Washington, D.C., 
1977 

TWELFTH AIR FORCE STORY, Kenn C. Rust, Historical Aviation 
Publication, Temple City, California, 1975 a 


Addenda 


There were many last minute additions and 
contributions to this monumental effort and it is 
of significant importance that the folks involved 
be acknowledged. Therefore, the author would 
like to give special thanks to: Doug Barnard, 
Peter Bennett, Rudy Bowling, Chuck Davis 
(special thanks for drawings), Robert Esposito, 
Brig. Gen. Belisario Flores (and Mrs. Esba), 
Bruce Hallock, John Kerr, William Larkins, 
Harry McCallister, Susan Miller, Gerome 
Polder, Danny Schweers, and Don Spering (for 
some outstanding photos). 


Warren, 
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1909, John M. Andrade, Midland Counties Aviation, Earl Shilton, 
England, 1979 

UNITED STATES MILITARY AIRCRAFT SINCE 1908, Gordon 
Swanborough & Peter M. Bowers, Putnam & Company Ltd., London, 
England. 1971 

UNITED STATES MILITARY AVIATION: THE AIR FORCE, Robert J 
Archer, Midland Counties Aviation, Earl Shilton, England, 1980 

VISTA 1999, Maj. Gen. Francis R. Gerard et al., Washington, D.C., 1982 


MAGAZINES 

AAHS JOURNAL, American Aviation Historical Society, Santa Ana, 
California, (quarterly) 

AEROPHILE, San Antonio, Texas 

AIR CLASSICS, Canoga Park, California, (monthly) 

AIR FAN, Paris, France, (monthly) 

AIR FORCE MAGAZINE, The Air Force Association, Washington, D.C., 


(monthly) 

AIR INTERNATIONAL, Bromley, England, (monthly) 

AIR PICTORIAL, London, England, (monthly) 

AIR PROGRESS, Los Angeles, California, (monthly) 

AVIATION WEEK & SPACE TECHNOLOGY, New York, New York, 
(weekly) 

FLIGHT INTERNATIONAL, Sutton, England, (weekly) 

RAF_FLYING REVIEW/FLYING REVIEW INTERNATIONAL, London, 
England, (monthly) 

THE NATIONAL GUARDSMEN, Washington, D.C. (monthly) 

WINGS/AIRPOWER, Granada Hills, California, (monthly) 


UNIT HISTORIES 
Histories of all past and present flying squadrons, groups, and wings 
were used as source materials. The following histories were 
Published in books/booklet forms, and are listed by state. 


ARIZONA 
25th Anniversary, a complete history of the 161st Military Airlift Group, 
Phoenix, and 162nd Tactical Fighter Training Group, Tucson 
ARKANSAS 
50th Anniversary, 1925-1975, 154th Observation Squadron 
CALIFORNIA 
Vanguard/50, 146th Tactical Airlift Wing 
CONNECTICUT 
Flying Yankees, 1923-1973 
DELAWARE 
Delaware Air National Guard, 1946-1966 
DISTRICT OF COLUMBIA 
Silver Anniversary, 113th Tactical Fighter Wing 


The Florida Air National Guard, 125th Fighter Group 
HAWAII 
HANG 25 
ILLINOIS 
50 Golden Years, Illinois Air National Guard 
25th Anniversary, 183rd Tactical Fighter Group 
MICHIGAN 
1926-1976 Michigan Air National Guard 
Future Minus 25, History of the Battle Creek Air National Guard 
MINNESOTA 
50th Anniversary, 1921-1971, 133rd Military Airlift Wing 
25th Anniversary, 1948-1973, 148th Fighter Group 
MISSOURI 
The “Show Me" Spirit, 1923-1973 
MONTANA 
Montana Air National Guard, 1947-1967 


NEW HAMPSHIRE 

25th Anniversary, The History of the 157th Tactical Airlift Group 
NEW JERSEY 

Jennies to Thunderchiefs: 108th Tactical Fighter Wing History 
NEW MEXICO 

New Mexico Air National Guard 25th Anniversary 
NEW YORK 

109th Tactical Airlift Group 25th Anniversary, 1948-1973 

Salute to the 102nd, 1927-1972 

The Boys from Syracuse, 174th Tactical Fighter Group 
NORTH CAROLINA 

Pride in the Past, Faith in the Future, 1948-1973 
NORTH DAKOTA 

Silver Anniversary, 1947-1972 
OHIO 

O.AN.G. History, 1927-1974 
PENNSYLVANIA 

Pennsylvania Air National Guard, 1947-1972 
SOUTH CAROLINA 

S.C.AN.G., the first 25 years, 1946-1971 
SOUTH DAKOTA 

114th Fighter Group 1946-1966 
TEXAS 

111th Squadron, 1927-1973 
VERMONT 

Jet Age Minutemen with the Heritage of the Green Mountain Boys 
VIRGINIA 

26th Anniversary, 1947-1972, 192nd Tactical Fighter Group 
WASHINGTON 

1924-1974 Golden Anniversary 
WEST VIRGINIA 

167th Aeromedical Airlift Group, 15 Jan 1943-31 Dec 1969 
WISCONSIN 

History of the 128th Air Refueling Group 


Footnotes 
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10. 


The term “Line” came into being during the American 
Revolution to differentiate the militia units raised by a 
state for federal duty from those retained under state 
control for local defense. The Continental Line was 
the federal army and was composed of the Line of 
each of the thirteen states and of regulars. 


. Amendment 2: “A well regulated militia, being 


necessary to the security of a free state, the right of 
the people to keep and bear arms, shall not be 
infringed.” 


. The title “National Guard” was coined by the Marquis 


de Lafayette, the founder of France's Garde 
Nationale, during his 1824 visit to the New York 
Organized Militia. During the Civil War this term was 
adopted by a change in the statute of the State of New 
York and, for example, the 10th New York Volunteer 
Infantry became known as the “National Guard 
Zouaves.” By 1896 most states had adopted this title 
and finally, in 1933, it received full sanction when the 
War Department reorganized the Militia Bureau into 
the still in existence National Guard Bureau. 

The title "Air National Guard” came into being after 
the National Security Act of 1947, which created the 
United States Air Force as a Service equal to the 
Army and to the Navy, was passed by Congress and 
signed by President Harry Truman on 26 July 1947. 
At that time, the fighter and bomber squadrons of the 
Guard became part of the Air National Guard of their 
states and their gaining federal service was the 
USAF. Therefore, throughout the remainder of this 
book the titles “National Guard” and “Air National 
Guard” are used in their historical context. 


. First Lt. Hallahan; Sgts. Bacon, Huelser, Thoma and 


Tack; Cpls. La Roche, Everitt, Stewart and Mohr; 
Pfcs. Coffin and Crassi; and Privates Brokaw, 
Carolin, Doty, Overton, Veeder and Wilcox. 


. The first Naval Militia units, four companies forming 


the Naval Battalion of the Volunteer Militia, had been 
organized in Massachusetts on 28 March 1890 and 
twenty-three other states had followed suit prior to 
World War One. However, the planned naval 
counterpart of the National Guard did not find as 
much favor and, even though some states still have 
the necessary statutes, it has now virtually 
disappeared. 


. Up to 1975, the Fiscal Years as used by the U.S. 


Government extended from 1 July through 30 June. 
Thus, FY 1916 ran from 1 July 1915 until 30 June 


1916. The system was changed in 1976 and,, 


beginning with FY 1977, Fiscal Years now start on 1 
October of the preceding calendar year (e.g. FY 1978 
covered the twelve months from 1 October 1977 
through 30 September 1978). 


. Soon after taking command of the activated 1st Aero 


Company, Joseph Carberry was promoted to 
Captain. 


. By that time Guard squadrons were no longer 


assigned to specific divisions as the Air Corps was 
evolving into a more independent branch not 
restricted to providing support for ground troops. 


. On 20 June 1941, Army Regulation 95-5 created the 


Army Air Forces with the Air Corps and the Air Force 
Combat Command as its principal components. 


Ground personnel and supplies left Chicago on 28 
December 1941 and, on 9 January 1942 were loaded 
in New Orleans on the SS Algonquin for the four-day 
voyage to Panama. The aircraft were ferried by their 
crews from Chicago to the Canal Zone with stops in 
Nashville, TN; Texarkana, TX; Mobile, AL; Houston 
and Brownsville, TX; Tampico and Vera Cruz, 
Mexico; Guatemala City and Managua, Nicaragua. 
When on 14 January 1942 the 108th Observation 
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15. 


16. 


AZ: 


18. 


19. 


20. 


21. 


Squadron, now part of the 72nd Observation Group, 
Caribbean Air Force (redesignated Sixth Air Force in 
February 1942), took up its new assignment it 
became the first ex-Guard flying unit to be stationed 
overseas. 


To provide points of comparison, one should 
remember that contemporary enemy fighters were 
fifty to ninety percent faster than the O-47 with the 
German Fw 190A-3 reaching 418 mph, the Italian 
M.C. 202 Folgore 370 mph, and the Japanese A6M2 
“Zero” 332 mph. The most common U.S. fighter then 
in squadron service, the Curtiss P-40E, had a top 
speed of 362 mph. 


On 23 February 1942, the Japanese submarine l-17 
shelled the California coast north of Santa Barbara. 
Although damage to piers and oil wells was only 
slight, this event caused much concern at the time. 


During 1944-45 the 67th TRG was made up, in 
addition to the 107th TRS, of the ex-Minnesota NG 
109th TRS and of regular USAAF squadrons, the 
12th TRS, until June 1944, and the 30th and 33rd 
TRS, from June 1944. The previously assigned 153rd 
Liaison Squadron was directly attached to the Ninth 
Air Force in March 1944 and went on to serve with the 
IX and XII Tactical Air Commands in support of the 
Twelfth Army Group and the Seventh Army operating 
in France, Belgium and Germany during the last year 
of the war. 


The F-10 was a photographic reconnaissance 
version of the B-25 twin-engine bomber. 


The letters SE indicated that the unit was equipped 
with single-engined fighter aircraft. All Guard fighter 
squadrons were initially so equipped and designated. 


During the year, the USAF revised the duty prefix in 
use for aircraft designation. Thus, the P-51, P-47 and 
A-26 were redesignated F-51, F-47 and B-26, 
respectively, effective on 11 June 1948. 


By way of comparison, the first operational sorties 
with jet fighters were made in April 1944 by the 
Erprobungskommando 262 of the Luftwaffe (then 
based at Lechfeld and equipped with the 
revolutionary Messerschmitt Me 262A-1a); three 
months later No. 616 Squadron of the Royal Air Force 
flew Gloster Meteor | twinjet fighters against V.1 flying 
bombs. Jet fighters did not reach the United States 
combat squadrons prior to the end of World War Two. 
Two YP-80A’s had, in fact, been dispatched to Italy 
and two to the UK as part of Project Extraversion but 
they arrived too late to fly combat sorties. The 412th 
Fighter Group, equipped with Bell P-59A jet training 
fighters beginning in June 1945, later became the first 
USAAF unit to receive Lockheed P-80's, the first 
combat-worthy jet fighters in the American inventory. 
The first USN jet unit, VF-17A, completed its carrier 
qualifications with McDonnell FH-1’s in May 1948. 


The growth of the ANG is summarized in Table 7 
which includes annual data on federally recognized 
units, manpower, aircraft inventory and flight hours. 


This organizational structure has been retained since 
that time; the only change being made in the mid- 
seventies when, for cost-saving purposes, groups 
co-located with wings were inactivated. At each base 
where groups were disbanded, the local flying 
squadron and its supporting units was made to report 
directly to the parent wing. 


As this was happening, the Soviet Air Force—the 
main potential adversary of the ANG—was phasing 
in supersonic MiG-19's with more than twice the top 
speed of the Mustang (902 vs. 437 mph). It was 
fortunate that the Cold War did not then warm up 
significantly! 


In asupport role, the Invader soldiered on for fourteen 
more years until 44-34160, a VB-26B assigned to the 
National Guard Bureau, was finally retired. 
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Included among these units was the latest addition to 
the ANG roster, the 151st FIS, TN ANG, which was 
federally recognized on 15 December 1957 and was 
initially equipped with F-86D's. 


The AK ANG’s 144th Squadron was the only Guard 
unit to use C-47’s as mission aircraft and became the 
sole operator of C-123J's as this type was particularly 
well suited to Alaskan operations. 


These three squadrons became in May 1969 the first 
three ANG units to be assigned the tactical air 
support role. Temporarily they were equipped with 
Cessna U-3A/B's but, beginning in January 1970, 
they began receiving the programmed O-2A mission 
aircraft. 


As described in Chapter Ill, the 109th Squadron, 
Minnesota National Guard, had on 17 January 1921, 
become the first flying squadron in the Guard to be 
extended federal recognition. 


A lower aircraft inventory in FY62 and FY68 reflected 
the fact that several ANG squadrons and their aircraft 
were then on federal active duty. 


This increase in combat capability is perhaps best 
illustrated by the fact that in the William Tell 1970 
weapons meet at Tyndall AFB, Florida, ANG crews 
captured first place in the F-101 and F-102 
competition, posted the highest score among all nine 
teams in the weapons loading events, and one of the 
ANG crews won top individual scoring honors. 


Similarly, GD F-16A's are to be added to the ANG 
inventory beginning during FY83 with the 157th TFS/ 
169th TFG, SC ANG. 


During 1976 the United States Government went 
from a 1 July-30 June fiscal year to a fiscal year 
starting on 1 October of the preceding calendar year 
and ending on 30 September of the corresponding 
calendar year. Therefore, to make up the difference 
between FY76, which ended on 30 June 1976, and 
FY77, which began on 1 October 1976, a Transitional 
Quarter (TQ) was added at the end of FY76. 


Since then, ANG squadrons have participated 
regularly in Red Flag exercises. 


Providing transition training for ANG pilots, the 152nd 
TFTrS/162nd TFTrG began in July 1976 a two-stage 
conversion as the F-100 was planned to be phased 
out from the inventory of ANG Tactical Fighter 
Sqaudrons. 


One of these squadrons, the 197th ARS, AZ ANG, 
became the first Guard unit to be assigned a woman 
pilot, First Lieutenant Marilyn Koon. 


Typical number of aircraft (UE inventory) in ANG 
squadrons is as follows: 

TFS—18 or 24 

TAS—8 or 16 

ARS—8 

FIS—15 

TASS—24 (O-2A) or 18 (OA-37B) 

AR&RS—4 HC-130 & 6 HH-3 

ECS—8 

TRS—18 or 24 


FY80 is the last year for which data had been 
released at the time of writing. 


That price was dramatically brought to light when on 
12 January 1981 the 198th TFS/156th TFG, PR ANG, 
lost eight of its A-7D's in a terrorist attack at the San 
Juan IAP. 


In addition to its Thunderbolts, the 105th flew North 
American F-82F Twin Mustangs for a nine to ten- 
month period during 1951. 


Except for the fact that it shared the same number 
with a former Guard squadron, the 135th Squadron 
(later renumbered 114th and then 106th Observation 
Squadron), this unit was not related to the old 
Alabama National Guard outfit. 
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ANG Air Defense Alert Program: 53-54, 56-57, 
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Baer, Paul: 20 

Baer Field, IN: 48, 128 
Bagnell, Edgar W.: 14-15 
Barnes Field, MA: 106 
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125th: 42, 71, 81, 83, 126-127 
126th: 39, 65, 172 
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71, 81, 83, 103-104, 163-164, 166-167, 169- 
170 

128th: 26, 28, 30, 34, 36, 40-41, 43, 46, 49, 51, 
54, 67-68, 71, 81, 83, 104-105, 156, 160, 
164, 166-170 

129th: 42, 49, 54, 65, 69, 72, 81, 83, 105, 158-162, 
170 

130th: 42, 49, 55, 64, 66, 72, 82-83, 106, 158-162 

131st: 39, 42, 49, 57, 59, 65, 67, 71, 81, 83, 106- 
107, 161, 163, 166-167, 169 

132nd: 38-39, 41, 47, 50, 62, 65-66, 72, 81, 83, 
107, 156, 158, 163, 165-166, 168-169 

133rd: 39, 42, 47, 50, 56-57, 59, 65, 67, 72, 81, 
83, 107-108, 156, 160, 162-163, 166-167, 
169 

134th: 39, 41, 47, 50, 57, 64, 67-68, 71, 82-83, 
108, 158, 163-166, 168-169 

135th: 18, 20, 42, 47, 55, 67-68, 72, 81, 83, 85, 
109, 157-159, 161-162 

136th: 18, 20, 39, 42, 47, 50, 59, 61, 68, 71, 81, 
83, 109-110, 163-167, 169 

137th: 17, 20, 38-39, 42, 49, 51, 62, 67, 72, 81, 
83, 110, 156-157, 163, 166-167, 169 

138th: 39, 42, 49, 53, 56-57, 59, 61, 68, 71, 81, 
83, 111, 157, 161, 163, 166-167, 169 

139th: 39, 42, 49, 57, 59, 66-67, 72, 81, 83, 111, 
156, 162-163, 166-167, 169 

140th: 42, 55, 61, 82-83, 112, 118, 147, 158, 160, 
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141st: 39, 42, 47, 50, 56-57, 59, 65, 68, 71, 81, 
83, 112-113, 164, 166-167, 169-170 
142nd: 39, 41, 47, 49, 72, 81, 83, 113, 143, 156, 
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161-162 

144th: 42, 51, 53, 57, 66, 68, 72, 81, 83, 115-116, 
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145th: 42, 55, 58, 65, 72, 82-83, 116, 156, 158, 
160, 164 

146th: 40, 42, 49, 65, 71, 82-83, 116, 158, 166- 
167, 169 

147th: 40, 42, 49, 61, 72, 82-83, 117, 156, 160, 
162, 166-167, 169 

148th: 40, 42, 47, 50, 53, 55, 82, 118, 147, 166, 
169 


149th: 40, 42, 50, 59, 62, 68, 71, 82-83, 118-119, 
159, 164, 169-170 

150th: 42, 55, 64, 72, 81, 83, 119, 156, 158-160, 
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15st: 42, 47, 58, 59, 72, 82-83, 120, 156, 158, 
163, 167 

152nd: 25, 27-28, 30, 32, 34, 39, 42, 49, 55, 66, 
68, 71, 81-83, 115, 120, 155, 158, 164, 166- 
167, 169 

153rd: 25-28, 30, 34, 40-41, 50, 59, 67, 71, 81, 
83, 122, 163-166, 169 

154th: 21, 26-28, 30, 32-34, 40-41, 44, 49, 57, 
61-62, 65, 72, 81, 83, 122-123, 156, 163, 
165-166, 169 

155th: 40-41, 48, 50, 65, 72, 82-83, 123-124, 
156, 159-160, 162, 166, 169 

156th: 40, 42, 45, 50, 58, 63, 72, 81, 83, 124-125, 
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157th: 40-41, 46, 50, 57-59, 65-66, 68, 71, 82-83, 
127, 158, 162-164, 166-167, 170 

158th: 38, 40-41, 45, 49, 51, 54, 65, 68, 72, 81, 
83, 125-126, 156, 162-163, 166-169 

159th: 38, 40, 42, 45-46, 48-49, 65, 71, 81, 83, 
126-127, 158, 163, 166-167 

160th: 40, 42, 46, 49, 59, 63, 68, 71, 81, 83, 127, 
162-164, 166, 169 

162nd: 40, 42, 49, 59, 67, 71, 82-83, 128, 164, 
166-167, 169 

163rd: 40, 42, 48-49, 57-59, 67, 71, 81, 83, 94, 
128, 163-164, 166-167, 169 

164th: 40, 42, 49, 51, 59, 66, 72, 82-83, 129, 162- 
163, 166-167, 169 

165th: 40, 42, 45, 50, 55-56, 60-62, 66, 71, 81, 
83, 129, 160, 164-167 

166th: 40-41, 48, 50, 57, 59, 61-62, 65, 71, 82-83, 
130, 163-164, 166, 169 

167th: 40, 42, 45, 50, 55, 72, 82-83, 106, 130-131, 
160, 162, 166-169 

168th: 39, 42, 45, 47, 49, 56, 81, 131, 159, 166, 
169 

169th: 39, 42, 49, 55, 59, 62, 68, 72, 81, 83, 132, 
157, 166, 168-169 

170th: 39, 42, 48, 49, 59, 63, 65, 71, 81, 83, 132- 
133, 164, 166-167, 169 

17 1st: 39, 42, 47-48, 50, 67-68, 71, 81, 83, 133, 
158, 164-169 

172nd: 39, 42, 50, 64, 68, 72, 81, 83, 133, 157, 
165-168 

173rd: 38-39, 41, 49-50, 59, 71, 81, 83, 134-135, 
163-164, 166-167, 169 

174th: 7, 39, 41, 49-50, 61-62, 64, 71, 81, 83, 
135-136, 163-164, 166-167, 169 

175th: 39, 41, 49-50, 71, 82-83, 136, 158, 163-164, 
166-168 

176th: 39, 42, 48, 50, 53, 65, 67-68, 72, 82-83, 
136-137, 157-158, 161, 166-168 


178th: 39, 41, 49-50, 54, 60, 62, 67-68, 71, 81, 
83, 137-138, 158, 163-166, 168, 174 
179th: 4, 39, 42, 44, 50, 55, 66, 71, 81, 83, 138, 
158, 163-166, 168 

180th: 39, 41, 45, 47, 49-50, 72, 81, 83, 138-139, 
156, 159, 162-163, 169 

181st: 39, 42-43, 49, 59, 63, 69, 72, 82-83, 139, 
156, 162, 166 

182nd: 39, 42, 44-46, 50, 55, 57, 67, 71, 82-83, 
140, 158, 163-164, 166-167, 169 

183rd: 42, 51, 58, 63, 68, 72, 81, 83, 141, 159, 
160, 162 

184th: 42, 53, 59, 67, 71, 81, 83, 141, 159, 163- 
165, 167, 169 

185th: 40, 42, 48, 50-51, 58, 65, 67, 72, 82-83, 
142, 156, 160, 162-163, 166-167 

186th: 39, 41-42, 49-51, 53, 55, 63, 68, 71, 81, 
83, 143, 158, 160, 166-168 

187th: 39, 42, 49-50, 60, 72, 82-83, 143, 160, 
162-163, 166-167 

188th: 40, 42, 49-50, 56, 61-62, 64, 71, 81, 83, 
144, 163-164, 166-167 

190th: 39, 42, 49, 51, 66, 71, 81, 83, 145, 158, 
163-164, 166-168 

191st: 39, 41, 48-50, 61, 72, 82-83, 145-146, 156, 
160, 166-167 

192nd: 39, 42, 48, 50, 55, 61-62, 66, 71, 81, 83, 
146-147, 164-167 

193rd: 42, 61, 69, 72, 82-83, 147, 162 

194th: 39, 42, 49, 54, 65, 69, 71, 81, 83, 105, 
147-148, 158, 166-167 

195th: 39, 42, 49, 57, 59, 65, 81, 83, 148, 156, 
162, 166-167 

196th: 38-39, 41, 44-45, 49, 65, 68-69, 72, 81, 83, 
148-149, 157-158, 163-164, 166-167 

197th: 39, 41, 43, 47-49, 57-59, 69, 72, 81, 83, 
149, 156, 163, 166-167, 169-170 

198th: 40, 42, 49, 51, 59, 66, 71, 82-83, 150, 163- 
164, 167, 169 

199th: 38-39, 41, 43, 49, 51, 59, 60, 64, 66, 72, 
81, 83, 151, 158, 164, 167, 169 


303rd: 42, 111 


306th: 42, 136 
327th: 158 
328th: 42, 118 
333rd: 42, 105 
339th: 110 
341st: 42, 112 
342nd: 41, 113 
345th: 42, 116 
346th: 42 
347th: 42, 118 
350th: 41 
351st: 41 
352nd: 42 
355th: 61 
359th: 41, 123 
360th: 42, 124 


440th: 42, 96 
463rd: 42, 150 
464th: 41, 151 
482nd: 109 
489th: 36 
490th: 36, 98 
498th: 158 
SO1st: 42, 144 
503rd: 42, 109 
504th: 42,110 
505th: 42, 111 
506th: 42 
517th: 86 
528th: 41, 107 
529th: 42, 107 
530th: 41, 108 
633rd: 92 
634th: 93 
637th: 95 
802nd: 89 
803rd: 90 
804th: 90 
840th: 34, 36, 104 
885th: 33, 100 
430th: 95 
5144th: 115 

SS Mariposa: 31 

SS President Coolidge: 31 

Standiford Field, KY: 63 

Stevens, Leo A.: 11 

Stockton, P.R.: 14 

Stout Field, IN: 93 

Stroupe, A.: 14 

Sutterfield, John: 15 


Tatt, President William: 11 
Talking Bird: 58, 59, 142 
Taylor, R. L.: 14 

Taylor. Gen. Zachary: 9 

Thaw, A.B.: 14 

Tipton, William: 17 

Total Force: 9, 64, 65, 69, 72 
Truax Field, WI: 48, 72, 136 
Truman, President Harry F.: 38 
Turner, Brig. Gen. John Felton: 6 


USS Birmingham: 12 
USS Pennsylvania: 12 
USS Pueblo: 61 


Vincent, Gen. C. D.: 35 


Ward, F.: 14 
Ward, T.F.: 14 
Washington, Gen. George: 9 
Watkins, B. O.: 14 
Watts, L. F.: 3: 
Wehrle. H. R.: 14 
Westheimer Field, OK: 142 
Wilcox, Philip W.: 12 
Will Rogers Field, OK: 142 
Wilson, President Woodrow: 15 
Winder, Charles B.: 12, 13 
Wings: 
15th: 86 
27th: 44, 45 
31st: 61 
35th: 61 
37th: 61 
49th: 45 
51st: 39 
52nd: 39 
53rd: 40 
54th: 40 
55th: 40 
56th: 39 
57th: 39 
58th: 39 
59th: 39 
60th: 39 
61st: 39 
62nd: 39 
81st: 60, 96 
101st: 41, 47, 66, 72, 81, 83, 107 
102nd: 41, 71, 81, 83-84 
106th: 55 
108th: 42, 47, 71, 81-83, 112-113 
111th: 49 
113th: 41, 47, 71, 81, 83, 99-100 
116th: 41, 45, 68, 71, 81, 83, 104-105 
117th: 41, 46, 71, 81, 83, 87-88 
118th: 41, 47, 72, 82-83, 87 
121st: 41, 71, 82-83, 130 
122nd: 42, 48, 71, 81, 83, 128 
123rd: 42, 61-62, 71, 81, 83, 129 
126th: 41, 45, 47, 72, 81, 83, 89 
127th: 41, 47, 71, 81, 83, 88-89, 133 
128th: 42, 48, 72, 82-83, 103, 136-137, 157 
131st: 41, 55, 71, 81, 83, 91 
132nd: 41, 49, 69, 71, 81, 83 
133rd: 41, 49, 72, 81, 83 
136th: 42, 44, 72, 82-83, 122, 139-140 
137th: 42, 72, 82-83, 142 
138th: 102 
140th: 41, 49, 69, 71, 81, 83, 99 
141st: 42, 66, 72, 82-83, 95, 96 
144th: 6, 42, 53, 69, 71, 81, 83, 147-148 
146th: 41, 49, 72, 81, 83, 95 
17 1st: 42, 72, 82-83, 117 
174th: 42, 67,71, 81, 83, 111 
363rd: 165 
366th: 113 
7108th: 112 
7121st: 130 
7122nd: 128 
Wright Field, OH: 18 
Wright, F. W.: 14 
Wright, Orville: 11 
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A Final Note.... 


In the early aot of 8 April 1982, while flying at 550 mph and at an altitude of 
1,000 feet over eastern Oregon, this McDonnell RF-4C of the 190th TRS/124th TRG, 
ID ANG, collided with a large Canadian goose. The pee Capt. Gregory Engelbreit, 
was rendered unconscious and suffered a broken left shoulder. His weapon system 
officer, Lt. Fred Wilson (seen here in the front cockpit of the pg aircraf Y took 
over the controls and gained altitude. Guided by another ID ANG RF-4C piloted b 
Maj. William Miller, Lt. Wilson headed for the long runway at Mountain Home AFB. 
Communications between the pilot and WSO had been knocked out by the collision 
but miraculously the pilot, during a moment of consciousness, realized the situation 
and lowered the gear, tail hook, and flaps. Lt. Wilson, though he was not rated in the 
pit with very limited forward pee vee 
night, 


RF-4C, flew the airplane from the rear cock; 
help from the chase RF-4C, a successful landing was made by Wilson a 
saving the life of his pilot, and at the same time, saving a multi-million dollar aircraft. 
Bravo to Lt. Wilson, and triple cheers to the Air Guard! pavid Frazier via Capt. David Swearingen 


Miscellaneous ANG Aircraft Color 
Schemes (drawings not to scale) 


A 
McDonnell F-101B-100-MC, 57-445, of the 179th Fighter Interceptor Squadron, 148th Fighter Interceptor Group, Minnesota ANG, Duluth MAP, 
Minnesota, in September of 1972. This aircraft was painted light gray over-all, with a large navy blue panel, outlined in white, on the vertical fin. 
White snow flakes were painted on this panel, along with a white serial number. All lettering was black, as was the nose radome and the stylish 
anti-glare panel. 


Boeing KC-135A-BN, 57-1463, of the 117th Air Refueling Squadron, 190th Air Refueling Group, Kansas ANG, Forbes AFB, Kansas, in mid-1980. 
This aircraft was painted aluminum over-all with a black vertical fin tip and black lettering and serial number. Standard SAC band adorns fuselage 
above wing center section. The nose radome and anti-glare shield are also painted black. Certain engine nacelle panels have been painted gray. 


A 


Fairchild Republic A-10A-FA, 78-584, of the 104th Tactical Fighter Squadron, 175th Tactical Fighter Group, Maryland ANG, Martin Airport, Baltimore, 
Maryland, in October of 1981. This aircraft is painted in a wraparound camouflage pattern with low visibility markings in black. 


I AM THE GUARD 


Civilian in Peace, Soldier in War . . . of security and honor, for 
three centuries I have been the custodian, I am the Guard. 

I was with Washington in the dim forests, fought the wily 
warrior, and watched the dark night bow the morning. At 
Concord’s bridge, I fired the fateful shot heard ‘round the world. I 
bled on Bunker Hill. My footprints marked the snows at Valley 
Forge. | pulled a muffled oar on the barge that bridged the icy 
Delaware. I stood with Washington on the sun-drenched heights 
of Yorktown. I saw the sword surrendered .. . | am the. Guard. I 
pulled the trigger that loosed the long rifle’s havoc at New 
Orleans. These things I knew—I was there! I saw both sides of 
the War between the States—I was there! The hill at San Juan 
felt the fury of my charge. The far plains and mountains of the 
Philippines echoed to my shout... On the Mexican border I 
stood .. . I am the Guard. The dark forests of the Argonne blazed 
with my barrage. Chateau Thierry crumbled to my cannonade. 
Under the arches of victory | marched in legion—I was there! I 
am the Guard. I bowed briefly on the grim Corregidor, then saw 
the light of liberation shine on the faces of my comrades. 
Through the jungle and on the beaches, I fought the enemy, 
beat, battered and broke him. I raised our banner to the serene 
air on Okinawa—I scrambled over Normandy’s beaches—! was 
there!...1 am the Guard. Across the 38th Parallel | made my 
stand. | flew MiG Alley, | was there! . . . I am the Guard. 

Soldier in war, civilian in peace .. . I am the Guard. 

I was at Johnstown, where the raging waters boomed down 
the valley. | cradled the crying child in my arms and saw the 
terror leave her eyes. | moved through smoke and flame at 
Texas City. The stricken knew the comfort of my skill. | dropped 
the food that fed the starving beasts on the frozen fields of the 
west and through the towering drifts | ploughed to rescue the 
marooned. I have faced forward to the tornado, the typhoon, and 
the horror of the hurricane and flood . . . these things I know—I 
was there! I am the Guard. I have brought a more abundant, a 
fuller, a finer life to our youth. Wherever a strong arm and valiant 
spirit must defend the Nation, in peace or war, wherever a child 
cries, or a woman weeps in time of disaster, there I stand ... I 
am the Guard. For three centuries a soldier in war, a civilian in 
peace—of security and honor, | am the custodian, now and 
forever ...lam the Guard. 
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